CHICAGO STYLE FORMATTING FOR MEDICAL WRITING

THE ELEMENTS oF CHICAGO STYLE FORMATTING FOR MEDICAL WRITING

CHICAGO STYLE FORMATTING FOR MEDICAL WRITING IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT FOR ENSURING CLARITY, CONSISTENCY, AND
CREDIBILITY IN THE COMPLEX WORLD OF HEALTHCARE AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO
THE INTRICACIES OF APPLYING CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) PRINCIPLES SPECIFICALLY TO MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION,
FROM RESEARCH PAPERS AND JOURNAL ARTICLES TO PATIENT EDUCATION MATERIALS AND GRANT PROPOSALS. WE WILL
EXPLORE THE FUNDAMENTAL ASPECTS OF CITATION METHODS, INCLUDING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR SUITABILITY FOR DIFFERENT MEDICAL WRITING CONTEXTS. FURTHERMORE, THIS
ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE DETAILED GUIDANCE ON FORMATTING TABLES, FIGURES, ABBREVIATIONS, AND COMMON MEDICAL
TERMINOLOGY, ALL WHILE EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED SCHOLARLY CONVENTIONS. MASTERING
THESE ELEMENTS ENSURES THAT MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS AND RESEARCHERS CAN EFFECTIVELY CONVEY VITAL INFORMATION,
FACILITATING BETTER UNDERSTANDING AND INFORMED DECISION-MAKING WITHIN THE MEDICAL COMMUNITY AND BEYOND.
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UNDERSTANDING THE TWO CITATION SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO DISTINCT CITATION SYSTEMS: THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM. BOTH ARE WIDELY RESPECTED AND ADOPTED ACROSS VARIOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING THE
MEDICAL FIELD. THE CHOICE BETWEEN THEM OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE SPECIFIC PUBLICATION VENUE, THE INTENDED AUDIENCE, AND
THE FIELD'S PREVAILING CONVENTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF EACH SYSTEM IS THE FIRST STEP IN EFFECTIVELY
IMPLEMENTING CHICAGO STYLE FOR MEDICAL WRITING.

AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR MeDICAL WRITING

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, OFTEN PREFERRED IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SOME SCIENTIFIC FIELDS, IS CHARACTERIZED BY BRIEF
PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT. THESE CITATIONS TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND
THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND OFTEN A PAGE NUMBER IF A SPECIFIC PASSAGE IS BEING REFERENCED. FOR EXAMPLE, A CITATION
MIGHT APPEAR AS (SMITH 2022, 45). THIS SYSTEM IS HIGHLY EFFICIENT FOR TEXTS WHERE FREQUENT CITATIONS ARE
NECESSARY, AS IT MINIMIZES DISRUPTION TO THE READING FLOW. IN MEDICAL WRITING, THIS SYSTEM CAN BE PARTICULARLY
USEFUL FOR REVIEW ARTICLES OR TEXTBOOKS WHERE A BROAD OVERVIEW OF EXISTING LITERATURE IS REQUIRED AND DIRECT



ENGAGEMENT WITH SPECIFIC FINDINGS IS PARAMOUNT.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM REQUIRES A COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, WHICH INCLUDES FULL
BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR EVERY SOURCE CITED IN THE TEXT. THIS LIST IS ORGANIZED ALPHABETICALLY BY THE AUTHOR'S
LAST NAME. THE PRIMARY ADVANTAGE OF THIS SYSTEM FOR MEDICAL RESEARCHERS IS ITS DIRECT LINKAGE BETWEEN THE TEXT
AND THE SOURCE, ALLOWING READERS TO QUICKLY LOCATE THE ORIGINAL WORK WITHOUT HAVING TO SEARCH THROUGH
EXTENSIVE FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES.

NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM FOR MEDICAL WRITING

THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS MORE TRADITIONAL AND WIDELY USED IN THE HUMANITIES, BUT IT ALSO FINDS
APPLICATION IN CERTAIN AREAS OF MEDICAL WRITING, PARTICULARLY IN HISTORICAL OR PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSES OF MEDICINE,
OR IN HIGHLY SPECIALIZED MONOGRAPHS. THIS SYSTEM USES NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES TO CITE SOURCES. EACH
FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE CORRESPONDS TO A SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER PLACED IN THE TEXT AFTER THE MATERIAL BEING CITED. THE
FIRST CITATION OF A SOURCE IN A NOTE WILL BE COMPLETE, PROVIDING FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. SUBSEQUENT
CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE ARE TYPICALLY SHORTENED.

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT LISTS ALL SOURCES CONSULTED, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY \WERE
DIRECTLY CITED. THIS CAN BE A HELPFUL TOOL FOR READERS WHO WISH TO EXPLORE THE TOPIC MORE BROADLY. W/HILE THIS
SYSTEM CAN INVOLVE MORE EXTENSIVE ANNOTATION, IT ALLOWS FOR GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN INCORPORATING EXPLANATORY
MATERIAL OR TANGENTIAL DISCUSSIONS WITHIN THE NOTES THEMSELVES, WHICH CAN SOMETIMES BE BENEFICIAL IN NUANCED
MEDICAL DISCUSSIONS.

FORMATTING MeDICAL RerFeReNCES IN CHICAGO STYLE

ACCURATE AND CONSISTENT FORMATTING OF REFERENCES IS NON-NEGOTIABLE IN MEDICAL WRITING. W/HETHER EMPLOYING THE
AUTHOR-DATE OR NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, ADHERENCE TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES ENSURES THAT READERS CAN
EASILY IDENTIFY AND RETRIEVE THE SOURCES YOU HAVE USED, THEREBY LENDING AUTHORITY AND TRANSPARENCY TO YOUR
WORK. SPECIFICITY IN DETAILING JOURNAL ARTICLES, BOOKS, BOOK CHAPTERS, AND ELECTRONIC RESOURCES IS CRUCIAL.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR MeDICAL CONTENT

FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IN-TEXT CITATIONS ARE TYPICALLY ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES. | HE FORMAT IS GENERALLY
(AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR). IF A SPECIFIC PASSAGE IS BEING QUOTED OR PARAPHRASED, A PAGE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED:
(AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR, PAGENUMBER). FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN DISCUSSING A BREAKTHROUGH IN CANCER TREATMENT, YOU
MIGHT WRITE: “RECENT STUDIES INDICATE A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN PATIENT OUTCOMES (Jornson 2021, 112).” IF THe
AUTHOR’S NAME IS PART OF THE SENTENCE, ONLY THE YEAR AND PAGE NUMBER ARE NEEDED IN PARENTHESES: “AS JOHNSON
(2021) NOTES, RECENT STUDIES INDICATE...” FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS, CHICAGO STYLE HAS SPECIFIC RULES: TWO AUTHORS
ARE LISTED AS (AUTHOR 1 AND AUTHORZ YEAR), AND THREE OR MORE ARE LISTED AS (AUTHOR 1 ET AL. YEAR).

CREATING BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND REFERENCE LISTS

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY (FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM) OR REFERENCE LIST (FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM) IS A
CORNERSTONE OF PROPER CITATION. FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THIS LIST IS ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME.
EACH ENTRY BEGINS WITH THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FOLLOWED BY THEIR FIRST NAME OR INITIAL. THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION IS
TYPICALLY ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE AUTHOR'S NAME. THE TITLE OF THE WORK FOLLOWS, AND THEN
PUBLICATION DETAILS SUCH AS THE JOURNAL NAME, VOLUME, ISSUE, AND PAGE NUMBERS FOR ARTICLES, OR PUBLISHER AND
LOCATION FOR BOOKS. ELECTRONIC SOURCES REQUIRE SPECIFIC FORMATTING TO INCLUDE URLS AND ACCESS DATES.

FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS ALSO ALPHABETIZED BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. THE FORMATTING
OF ENTRIES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS SIMILAR TO THE REFERENCE LIST IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, BUT THE ORDER OF ELEMENTS
AND PUNCTUATION MAY DIFFER SLIGHTLY, OFTEN PLACING THE AUTHOR’'S FULL NAME FIRST AND THE YEAR AT THE END OF THE
ENTRY. THE KEY IS CONSISTENCY THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT.

HERE ARE COMMON ELEMENTS FOR REFERENCE LIST ENTRIES IN CHICAGO STYLE, APPLICABLE TO MEDICAL WRITING:



¢ JOURNAL ARTICLE: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. YEAR. “ARTICLE TITLE.” JOURNAL NAME VOLUME, NO. ISSUE
(YEAR): PAGE NUMBERS.

¢ Book: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. YEAR. Book TiTLE. CITY: PUBLISHER.

e Book CHAPTER: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. YEAR. “CHAPTER TITLE.” IN Book TITLE, EDITED BY EDITOR FIRST
NaMe LAST NAME, PAGE NUMBERS. CITY: PUBLISHER.

o WessITE: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME (IF AVAILABLE). YEAR. “PAGE TITLE.” WeBSITE NAME. ACCESSED MONTH
Dav, Year. URL.

FORMATTING T ABLES AND FIGURES IN MeDICAL DOCUMENTS

THE PRESENTATION OF DATA THROUGH TABLES AND FIGURES IS PARAMOUNT IN MEDICAL WRITING FOR CONVEYING COMPLEX
INFORMATION CONCISELY AND VISUALLY. CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THESE ELEMENTS ARE CLEAR,
PROFESSIONAL, AND INTEGRATED EFFECTIVELY INTO THE TEXT.

PLACEMENT AND REFERENCING OF T ABLES AND FIGURES

T ABLES AND FIGURES SHOULD BE PLACED AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO THEIR FIRST MENTION IN THE TEXT. EACH TABLE AND FIGURE
MUST BE NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY (E.G., TABLE 1, FIGURE 1). THEY SHOULD ALSO BE GIVEN A CLEAR, DESCRIPTIVE TITLE. IN
THE TEXT, READERS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THESE VISUAL AIDS. FOR EXAMPLE, “AS ILLUSTRATED IN FIGURE 1, THE PATIENT'S
CONDITION...” OR “TABLE 2 SUMMARIZES THE KEY DEMOGRAPHIC DATA.” \WHEN A TABLE OR FIGURE IS REPRODUCED FROM
ANOTHER SOURCE, IT MUST BE PROPERLY CITED, OFTEN WITH A CREDIT LINE BELOW THE TABLE OR FIGURE.

THE CONTENT WITHIN TABLES AND FIGURES SHOULD BE LEGIBLE. THIS INCLUDES USING APPROPRIATE FONT SIZES AND CLEAR
COLUMN HEADERS IN TABLES. FIGURES SHOULD HAVE WELL-LABELED AXES, LEGENDS, AND ANY NECESSARY EXPLANATORY NOTES.
For MEDICAL IMAGES, SUCH AS X-RAYS OR MR|S, CLEAR LABELING AND ORIENTATION ARE ESSENTIAL. ENSURING A HIGH
RESOLUTION FOR ALL VISUAL ELEMENTS IS CRITICAL FOR PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS.

HANDLING ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS IN MEDICAL WRITING

THE MEDICAL FIELD RELIES HEAVILY ON ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS TO STREAMLINE COMMUNICATION. HO\X/EVER, THEIR
OVERUSE OR INCONSISTENT APPLICATION CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION AND MISINTERPRETATION. CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS GUIDANCE
ON HOW TO INTRODUCE AND USE THESE TERMS EFFECTIVELY.

BesT PRACTICES FOR INTRODUCING AND USING ABBREVIATIONS

THE CARDINAL RULE FOR INTRODUCING ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS IN MEDICAL WRITING IS TO DEFINE THEM UPON THEIR FIRST
USE. SPELL OUT THE FULL TERM FOLLOWED BY THE ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM IN PARENTHESES. FOR EXAMPLE, “MYOCARDIAL
INFARCTION (MI)” orR “W oRLD HEALTH OrGANIZATION (WHO).” ONCE DEFINED, THE ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM CAN BE
USED THROUGHOUT THE REMAINDER OF THE DOCUMENT WITHOUT FURTHER EXPLANATION. THIS PRACTICE IS ESSENTIAL FOR
CLARITY, ESPECIALLY FOR READERS WHO MAY NOT BE FAMILIAR WITH EVERY SPECIALIZED TERM.

AVOID USING ABBREVIATIONS FOR COMMON TERMS THAT ARE EASILY UNDERSTOOD. ALSO/ BE CAUTIOUS WITH ABBREVIATIONS
THAT HAVE MULTIPLE MEANINGS. |F A GLOSSARY IS REQUIRED DUE TO THE EXTENSIVE USE OF ABBREVIATIONS, IT SHOULD BE
PLACED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DOCUMENT. CONSISTENCY IS KEY, DO NOT SWITCH BETWEEN THE FULL TERM AND THE
ABBREVIATION WITHIN THE SAME DOCUMENT AFTER THE INITIAL DEFINITION.



PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR CONSIDERATIONS FOR MEDICAL TEXTS

PRECISION IN PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR IS PARAMOUNT IN MEDICAL WRITING, WHERE CLARITY CAN DIRECTLY IMPACT PATIENT
CARE AND SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING. CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK FOR CORRECT USAGE.

ENsSURING CLARITY AND PRrECISION IN MEDICAL PROSE

PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE PROPER USE OF COMMAS, SEMICOLONS, AND COLONS TO ENSURE SENTENCES ARE CLEAR AND
UNAMBIGUOUS. FOR INSTANCE, SERIAL COMMAS (THE COMMA BEFORE THE FINAL CONJUNCTION IN A LIST) ARE GENERALLY
RECOMMENDED IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR IMPROVED CLARITY, WHICH CAN BE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT WHEN LISTING MEDICAL
INTERVENTIONS OR SYMPTOMS. HYPHENATION RULES ARE ALSO CRUCIAL, ESPECIALLY FOR COMPOUND ADJECTIVES MODIFYING
MEDICAL TERMS (E.G., “LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT” VS. “LONG TERM MANAGEMENT").

THE USE OF ACTIVE VOICE IS GENERALLY PREFERRED IN MEDICAL WRITING TO MAKE THE PROSE MORE DIRECT AND ENGAGING.
HO\X/EVER/ PASSIVE VOICE MAY BE APPROPRIATE IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS, SUCH AS DESCRIBING RESEARCH PROCEDURES WHERE THE
FOCUS IS ON THE ACTION RATHER THAN THE PERFORMER. SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT AND CORRECT TENSE USAGE ARE
FUNDAMENTAL FOR MAINTAINING LOGICAL FLOW AND ACCURACY IN DESCRIBING MEDICAL PROCESSES AND RESEARCH FINDINGS.

SPECIALIZED TERMINOLOGY AND STYLE

MEDICAL WRITING OFTEN INVOLVES COMPLEX SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL TERMINOLOGY. ADHERING TO ESTABLISHED MEDICAL
LEXICONS AND ENSURING CONSISTENT USE OF TERMS IS VITAL FOR CREDIBILITY AND ACCURATE COMMUNICATION.

MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY IN MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY

W/HEN DISCUSSING MEDICAL CONDITIONS, TREATMENTS, OR ANATOMICAL STRUCTURES, USE THE MOST CURRENT AND WIDELY
ACCEPTED TERMINOLOGY. CONSULT AUTHORITATIVE MEDICAL DICTIONARIES AND STYLE GUIDES SPECIFIC TO THE RELEVANT
MEDICAL SPECIALTY. FOR INSTANCE, USING PREFERRED TERMS FROM ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE W/ ORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(WHO) or THE NATIONAL INsTITUTES OF HEALTH (NIH) CAN ENHANCE CONSISTENCY. |F A SPECIFIC TERM HAS MULTIPLE
ACCEPTABLE SPELLINGS OR FORMS, CHOOSE ONE AND USE IT CONSISTENTLY THROUGHOUT YOUR WORK.

THE TONE OF MEDICAL WRITING SHOULD REMAIN OBJECTIVE AND PROFESSIONAL. AVOID COLLOQUIALISMS, JARGON THAT IS NOT
UNIVERSALLY UNDERSTOOD WITHIN THE FIELD, AND OVERLY EMOTIONAL LANGUAGE. THE GOAL IS TO INFORM AND EDUCATE
ACCURATELY. WHEN DISCUSSING SENSITIVE TOPICS, SUCH AS PATIENT OUTCOMES OR STATISTICAL SIGNIFICANCE, IT IS
IMPORTANT TO USE PRECISE AND MEASURED LANGUAGE.

FAQ

Q: WHAT ARE THE TWO MAIN CITATION SYSTEMS IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE,
AND WHICH IS GENERALLY PREFERRED FOR MEDICAL WRITING?

A: THE TWO MAIN CITATION SYSTEMS IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ARE THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM. W/HILE BOTH CAN BE USED, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS OFTEN PREFERRED IN MANY SCIENTIFIC AND
MEDICAL FIELDS DUE TO ITS EFFICIENCY IN CITING NUMEROUS SOURCES WITHIN THE TEXT, MINIMIZING DISRUPTION TO THE
READER’S FLOW:. HO\X/EVER/ THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM MAY BE USED IN MORE HISTORICAL OR PHILOSOPHICAL ANALYSES
OF MEDICINE.

Q: How SHOULD ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS BE HANDLED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
MEDICAL WRITING USING CHICAGO STYLE?

A: ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE, ALL ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS SHOULD BE DEFINED UPON THEIR FIRST USE IN MEDICAL
WRITING. THIS IS DONE BY SPELLING OUT THE FULL TERM FOLLOWED BY THE ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM IN PARENTHESES. FOR
EXAMPLE, “PULMONARY FUNCTION TEST (PFT).” AFTER THIS INITIAL DEFINITION, THE ABBREVIATION CAN BE USED



SUBSEQUENTLY WITHOUT FURTHER EXPLANATION.

Q: \W/HEN USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR MEDICAL WRITING ,
WHAT INFORMATION IS INCLUDED IN AN IN-TEXT CITATION?

A: IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, AN IN"“TEXT CITATION TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES, SUCH AS (SMITH 2023). IF A SPECIFIC PASSAGE IS BEING QUOTED OR PARAPHRASED,
A PAGE NUMBER IS ALSO INCLUDED: (SMITH 2023, 115). IF THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE, ONLY THE
YEAR AND PAGE NUMBER ARE NEEDED IN PARENTHESES.

Q: WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST IN CHICAGO STYLE
MEDICAL WRITING?

A: THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE RECORD OF ALL SOURCES CONSULTED OR CITED IN THE
MEDICAL DOCUMENT. |T ALLOWS READERS TO EASILY IDENTIFY AND LOCATE THE ORIGINAL WORKS THAT FORM THE BASIS OF THE
RESEARCH OR INFORMATION PRESENTED. THIS TRANSPARENCY IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND FOR ENABLING FURTHER
STUDY BY INTERESTED READERS.

QZ ARE THERE SPECIFIC RULES FOR FORMATTING TABLES AND FIGURES IN CHICAGO STYLE
MEDICAL WRITING TO ENSURE CLARITY?

A: YES/ CHICAGO STYLE EMPHASIZES CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY FOR TABLES AND FIGURES. EACH SHOULD BE NUMBERED
SEQUENTIALLY AND GIVEN A CLEAR, DESCRIPTIVE TITLE. THEY SHOULD BE PLACED NEAR THEIR FIRST MENTION IN THE TEXT, AND
READERS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THEM. ALL LABELS, AXES, AND LEGENDS MUST BE LEGIBLE AND \WELL-DEFINED. IF A TABLE OR
FIGURE IS TAKEN FROM ANOTHER SOURCE, IT REQUIRES PROPER CITATION.

QI \WHAT IS THE GENERAL APPROACH TO PUNCTUATION IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR
MEDICAL WRITING, PARTICULARLY REGARDING CLARITY?

A: CHICAGO STYLE GENERALLY FAVORS CLEAR AND UNAMBIGUOUS PUNCTUATION TO ENHANCE READABILITY IN MEDICAL
WRITING. THIS INCLUDES THE CONSISTENT USE OF SERIAL COMMAS IN LISTS TO AVOID CONFUSION, ESPECIALLY WHEN LISTING
COMPLEX MEDICAL TERMS OR PROCEDURES. CAREFUL ATTENTION TO HYPHENATION FOR COMPOUND MODIFIERS AND CORRECT
SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT IS ALSO CRUCIAL FOR PRECISE COMMUNICATION.

QZ How SHOULD MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS ENSURE CONSISTENCY WHEN USING
SPECIALIZED MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY IN CHICAGO STYLE DOCUMENTS?

A: TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN SPECIALIZED MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY, WRITERS SHOULD CONSULT AUTHORITATIVE MEDICAL
DICTIONARIES, GLOSSARIES, AND STYLE GUIDES SPECIFIC TO THEIR MEDICAL FIELD. THEY SHOULD USE THE MOST CURRENT AND
WIDELY ACCEPTED TERMS AND MAINTAIN UNIFORMITY IN SPELLING AND USAGE THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT. |F A TERM HAS
MULTIPLE ACCEPTED FORMS, ONE SHOULD BE CHOSEN AND USED EXCLUSIVELY.
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