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Mastering Chicago Style Formatting for Law Review: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style formatting for law review presents a unique set of challenges and requirements for legal
scholars, practitioners, and students aiming to publish their work. This authoritative guide delves deep into
the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to the demanding world of legal academia,
providing a clear roadmap to adherence. We will navigate the essential components of this citation system,
from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliographies and specific legal conventions, ensuring your scholarly
contributions meet the highest standards of accuracy and presentation. Understanding these rules is
paramount for establishing credibility and ensuring your arguments are effectively communicated within the
legal discourse.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style for Legal
Publications

While the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide, its direct application to legal
scholarship requires specific adjustments and an understanding of its interplay with legal citation norms. Law
reviews often adapt CMOS principles, blending them with or prioritizing established legal citation practices,
most notably those found in The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation. Therefore, the initial step for any
author is to ascertain the specific style guide mandated by the target law review. Many legal journals prefer
The Bluebook but may incorporate certain elements or preferences from CMOS, particularly concerning general
editorial style and non-legal sources. This duality necessitates a careful review of each journal's author
guidelines.

The core philosophy behind Chicago style, in general, emphasizes clarity, consistency, and readability. For legal
writing, this translates to presenting complex legal arguments and extensive evidentiary support in a manner
that is easily accessible to the reader while rigorously maintaining accuracy. This means that even when
adapting CMOS, the emphasis remains on precision in referencing all sources, whether primary legal materials,
secondary legal scholarship, or other academic disciplines. The distinction often lies in how legal cases,
statutes, and other specific legal documents are cited, where legal-specific conventions usually take
precedence.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Footnotes in Law Review

Footnotes are the backbone of Chicago style, serving as the primary mechanism for citations in many academic
disciplines, and this holds true for many law review articles that adopt CMOS. Unlike parenthetical citations,
footnotes offer a more discreet yet comprehensive way to attribute sources without disrupting the flow of
the main text. They are crucial for presenting detailed information about the source, including page numbers,
volume and issue details, and specific editions or reporters.

The initial citation of a source in a footnote typically requires the full bibliographic information. Subsequent
citations to the same source can then be shortened, often using a "short-form" citation. This short-form
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the relevant page number(s). For
legal sources, the short-form will generally adhere to The Bluebook’s conventions for citing cases and



statutes, even within a Chicago-style footnote structure. It is imperative to consult the specific law
review’s guidelines on when to use full notes versus short-form notes for repeated citations.

A key advantage of footnotes in Chicago style is their ability to accommodate explanatory material or
tangents that are not essential to the main argument but still warrant mention. This allows authors to
provide additional context, engage with counterarguments in more detail, or offer supplementary information
without cluttering the main body of the article. When dealing with multiple citations in a single footnote, they
are typically separated by semicolons, and the order should generally follow a logical hierarchy or the order
in which they are discussed in the text.

Crafting Effective In-Text Citations in Chicago Style for Legal
Texts

While Chicago style heavily relies on footnotes for comprehensive citation, some applications, particularly
when adapted for legal journals, might incorporate elements of in-text citation. However, in the context of
most law review articles that follow Chicago principles, the primary form of in-text attribution will be
through footnote numbers directly following the material being cited. These numbers correspond to the specific
footnote at the bottom of the page or at the end of the article.

The purpose of these superscript footnote numbers is to immediately direct the reader to the source of the
information or assertion. Their placement is critical; they should appear after the punctuation mark of the
relevant clause or sentence. For instance, if a sentence ends with a period and contains a citation, the footnote
number should precede the period. This ensures that the reader understands precisely what information is being
referenced. The transition from text to footnote is seamless, with the number acting as the direct link.

When incorporating direct quotations, the footnote number is essential to cite the exact location of the
quote. For paraphrased ideas or borrowed arguments, the footnote still serves to credit the original source,
reinforcing academic integrity. The consistency in placing these markers is as important as the accuracy of the
information they point to within the footnotes themselves.

The Bibliography: Essential Elements for Law Review Submissions

The bibliography, often titled "Works Cited" or "Bibliography" depending on the specific CMOS edition and
journal preferences, is a crucial component of any Chicago-style law review article. It provides a
consolidated, alphabetized list of all sources referenced in the footnotes. This section serves as a
comprehensive reference tool, allowing readers to easily locate and consult the original materials used by the
author.

The structure of a bibliography entry can vary slightly based on the type of source. For books, it typically
includes the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), and publication information such as the
place of publication, publisher, and year. For articles in periodicals, it generally includes the author's name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the year of
publication, along with any relevant page ranges.

When adapting Chicago style for legal materials, the bibliography will often incorporate the specific citation
formats required by The Bluebook for cases, statutes, and other primary legal sources. This means that even
within a Chicago-formatted bibliography, legal citations will likely adhere to legal conventions. The
alphabetization of the bibliography is critical; entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If
a work has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title.

Author's full name

Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles)

Publication details (place, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year for articles)

Specific legal citation details where applicable



Navigating Specific Legal Citation Nuances with Chicago Style

The most significant divergence when applying Chicago style to law review articles lies in the citation of legal
authorities. While CMOS provides guidelines for a vast array of academic materials, it does not delve into the
specialized conventions for citing court decisions, statutes, regulations, or other legal primary sources. For
these, legal scholars almost universally defer to The Bluebook or similar legal citation standards.

This means that a footnote might contain a citation to a scholarly article formatted according to CMOS,
immediately followed by a citation to a Supreme Court case formatted according to The Bluebook. The key is
to understand which set of rules applies to which type of source. For example, a citation to a law review
article itself, or to a book on legal theory, would likely follow CMOS more closely in terms of author,
title, and publication details. However, when referencing a specific legal case, the Bluebook’s format for case
names, reporter citations, and parenthetical information becomes paramount.

Similarly, statutory citations and legislative materials have their own established formats that take
precedence over general CMOS guidelines. This includes referencing specific code sections, legislative history,
and administrative rules. The consistent and accurate application of both CMOS for general academic sources
and The Bluebook for legal sources is a hallmark of high-quality legal scholarship and demonstrates a
thorough understanding of academic and legal citation standards.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago Style Law Review
Formatting

One of the most frequent mistakes authors make is inconsistent application of rules, especially when blending
Chicago style with legal citation practices. For instance, an author might correctly cite a legal case in a
footnote according to The Bluebook but then use a non-standard short-form citation for subsequent
references to that same case, deviating from Bluebook expectations or inconsistent with CMOS short-form
rules for other sources. Precision and uniformity are paramount.

Another common pitfall involves the treatment of online sources. While CMOS offers guidance for citing
electronic materials, law reviews often have specific requirements for how web pages, online articles, and
digital versions of legal documents should be referenced, often requiring stable URLs or DOIs where available.
Authors must diligently check the specific journal’s policies on digital citations. Ensuring that all hyperlinks
are removed (as per the instructions for this document) is also a critical step in preparing a submission.

Best practices include:

Thoroughly reading and understanding the specific law review's submission guidelines.

Using a dedicated citation management software that can be configured for both CMOS and Bluebook
styles, though manual review remains essential.

Consulting the latest editions of both The Chicago Manual of Style and The Bluebook.

Having a trusted colleague or editor proofread for citation accuracy and consistency.

Paying meticulous attention to punctuation, capitalization, and italics within all citation formats.

Advanced Formatting Considerations for Law Review Articles

Beyond basic citations, advanced formatting in Chicago style for law review articles encompasses several
nuanced areas. This includes the correct formatting of block quotations, which are typically reserved for
longer excerpts and are indented from the left margin without quotation marks. The footnote citation



following a block quote must accurately pinpoint the source, just as it would for shorter quotations.

The presentation of tables and figures also requires attention. While CMOS offers general principles, law
reviews may have specific preferences for their layout and for how accompanying captions and citations are
formatted. Ensuring that these visual elements are integrated seamlessly and are clearly labeled is crucial for
readability and clarity. Each table or figure should be numbered consecutively and have a descriptive title,
with any source material cited appropriately in a footnote or within the caption itself.

Furthermore, the handling of author attribution for different types of works (e.g., edited volumes,
translations, government documents) requires careful adherence to the specified style guide. Each scenario has
a prescribed format to ensure that the reader can easily identify the origin and nature of the material being
referenced. This level of detail underscores the comprehensive nature of Chicago style and its application in
rigorous academic publishing.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style and The Bluebook
for law review articles?
A: The primary difference is that The Bluebook is a specialized legal citation manual, while The Chicago Manual
of Style is a general academic style guide. Law reviews often use The Bluebook for citing legal authorities like
cases and statutes, and Chicago style for general academic formatting, footnotes, and non-legal sources.

Q: Do I need to use footnotes or endnotes in a Chicago-style law review
article?
A: Chicago style traditionally favors footnotes, which appear at the bottom of the page. However, some
journals may permit endnotes, which appear at the end of the article. Always check the specific law review's
submission guidelines for their preference.

Q: How do I cite a legal case using Chicago style in a law review context?
A: In a law review context, you will typically use The Bluebook's format for citing legal cases, even if the
overall article adheres to Chicago style principles. This involves specific rules for case names, reporter
citations, and court information, which will be detailed in a footnote.

Q: What is the "short-form" citation in Chicago style?
A: The short-form citation is used for subsequent references to a source that has already been fully cited. It
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the specific page number. For legal
sources, the short-form will often follow Bluebook conventions.

Q: Can I use both Chicago style and The Bluebook in the same law review
article?
A: Yes, it is common and often necessary to use both. The Chicago Manual of Style guides general editorial
formatting and non-legal citations, while The Bluebook dictates the precise way legal authorities (cases,
statutes, etc.) are cited.



Q: How should I format an edited book in Chicago style for a law review
bibliography?
A: For an edited book in a Chicago-style bibliography, you would typically list the editor(s) first, followed
by "ed." or "eds.", then the book title (italicized), and finally the publication information (place, publisher,
year).

Q: Are there any specific rules for citing online legal documents in Chicago
style for law reviews?
A: While Chicago style has guidelines for online sources, law reviews often have specific requirements for
digital legal materials. This usually involves providing stable URLs or DOIs and ensuring the citation is clear
and allows for easy retrieval of the document.

Q: What is the most crucial step when preparing a law review article for
Chicago style formatting?
A: The most crucial step is to meticulously review and adhere to the specific submission guidelines provided by
the target law review, as they may have unique adaptations or priorities for Chicago style and legal citation.
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