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Understanding Chicago Style Formatting Examples

chicago style formatting examples are crucial for anyone producing academic papers, research projects, or
scholarly articles, especially within the humanities and social sciences. This widely recognized citation style
offers a robust framework for presenting source material accurately and consistently, ensuring academic
integrity and aiding readers in locating original works. Mastering Chicago style involves understanding its
nuances for both in-text citations and the bibliography, as well as adhering to specific formatting guidelines
for footnotes and endnotes. This comprehensive guide will delve into the core principles of Chicago style,
providing clear examples for various source types, from books and articles to online resources and even less
common materials. We will explore how to properly cite within the text and construct a complete
bibliography, demystifying the process of accurate academic referencing.
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The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) presents two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. While both aim for accuracy and clarity, they differ significantly in their
application and visual presentation within a document. The Notes-Bibliography system, often favored in the
humanities disciplines like literature, history, and art history, uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources within the text, accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system, more
common in the sciences and social sciences, employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's
last name and publication year, followed by a reference list. Understanding which system is appropriate for
your specific academic context is the first step in applying Chicago style correctly.

Choosing between these two systems is typically dictated by the requirements of your institution, professor,



or the specific journal to which you are submitting your work. Both systems provide a rigorous method for
acknowledging sources and allowing readers to trace the information back to its origin. Regardless of the
chosen system, consistency is paramount. Deviating from the established rules of either the Notes-Bibliography
or Author-Date system can detract from the professionalism and credibility of your writing.

In-Text Citations: Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, sources are cited within the text using superscript numbers that correspond
to either footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the document).
Each footnote or endnote provides the full bibliographic information for the source, or a shortened version if
the source has been cited previously. This method allows for detailed commentary or extensive source
information to be presented without disrupting the flow of the main text. The superscript number is typically
placed after the punctuation of the sentence or clause to which it relates.

When a source is cited for the first time, the footnote or endnote includes complete publication details.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be abbreviated, usually by including the author's last name, a
shortened title of the work, and the page number. This significantly reduces redundancy, especially when
multiple sources from the same author are used, or when many references are made to a single extensive work.
The clarity of these citations is vital for readers seeking to verify information or explore the cited material
further.

Bibliography Formatting in Chicago Style

The bibliography is a cornerstone of the Notes-Bibliography system, presenting an alphabetical list of all the
sources cited in the paper. Unlike a simple list, the Chicago style bibliography has specific rules for the order of
information, punctuation, and capitalization that must be followed meticulously. This section serves as a
complete reference guide for your readers, allowing them to easily locate the full details of every work you
have referenced. Each entry begins with the author's last name followed by their first name, and the rest of the
information is presented in a consistent format that varies slightly depending on the source type.

The goal of the bibliography is to provide enough information for a reader to identify and retrieve the source.
This means including essential details such as author, title, publication date, publisher, and location of
publication for books, and similar relevant details for other media like articles, websites, and films.
Consistency in formatting each entry, from the initial capitalization of titles to the placement of commas and
periods, is key to maintaining the professional appearance and academic rigor of your work.

Common Source Type Examples: Notes-Bibliography

To illustrate the practical application of the Notes-Bibliography system, consider these common source types
and their corresponding footnote/endnote and bibliography entries. These examples cover frequently
encountered materials and demonstrate the formatting principles in action.

Books

Footnote/Endnote (First Citation): Gary Wills, Inventing America: Jefferson’s Declaration of
Independence (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1978), 32.



Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Citation): Wills, Inventing America, 115.

Bibliography Entry: Wills, Gary. Inventing America: Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence. Garden City,
NY: Doubleday, 1978.

Journal Articles

Footnote/Endnote (First Citation): Mary Beth Norton, “The Intellectual Origins of the American
Revolution,” William and Mary Quarterly 45, no. 2 (April 1988): 253.

Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Citation): Norton, “Intellectual Origins,” 260.

Bibliography Entry: Norton, Mary Beth. “The Intellectual Origins of the American Revolution.” William
and Mary Quarterly 45, no. 2 (April 1988): 250–72.

Websites

Footnote/Endnote: The White House, “The President’s Vision for the Economy,” accessed November 15,
2023,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/26/the-presidents-vision-fo
r-the-economy/.

Bibliography Entry: The White House. “The President’s Vision for the Economy.” Accessed November 15,
2023.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/26/the-presidents-vision-fo
r-the-economy/.

In-Text Citations: Author-Date System

The Author-Date system offers a more concise method for in-text citation, directly embedding source
information within the narrative. Parenthetical citations, typically following the information they support,
consist of the author's last name and the year of publication, along with a page number if a specific passage is
being referenced. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 45). This immediate attribution helps
readers quickly identify the source of specific claims or ideas without needing to consult separate notes.

When multiple works by the same author are cited from the same year, the CMOS assigns letters to
differentiate them (e.g., Smith 2020a, Smith 2020b). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year
and page number (if applicable) are needed within the parentheses. This system is designed for efficiency and is
particularly useful in fields where frequent citations are common and the emphasis is on the currency of
information. The corresponding reference list at the end of the document provides the full bibliographic details
for each source cited.



Reference List Formatting in Chicago Style

The reference list in the Author-Date system serves a purpose analogous to the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system: it provides a complete alphabetical listing of all sources referenced in the paper. However,
the formatting of the reference list entries differs. The author's last name is still listed first, but the
publication year immediately follows the author's name. Subsequent information, such as the title and
publication details, is presented in a similar manner to the bibliography, with specific punctuation and
capitalization rules to adhere to.

The reference list allows for easy identification of sources and facilitates further research by the reader. Each
entry must be complete and accurate, enabling the retrieval of the original material. The alphabetical
arrangement by author's last name is a standard convention that simplifies the process of locating specific
entries. Like the bibliography, meticulous attention to detail in the reference list is crucial for maintaining
academic standards.

Common Source Type Examples: Author-Date

Here are examples of common source types formatted according to the Author-Date system. Note the placement
of the publication year and the structure of the reference list entries.

Books

In-Text Citation: (Wills 1978, 32)

Reference List Entry: Wills, Gary. 1978. Inventing America: Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence.
Garden City, NY: Doubleday.

Journal Articles

In-Text Citation: (Norton 1988, 253)

Reference List Entry: Norton, Mary Beth. 1988. “The Intellectual Origins of the American Revolution.”
William and Mary Quarterly 45 (2): 250–72.

Websites

In-Text Citation: (The White House 2023)

Reference List Entry: The White House. 2023. “The President’s Vision for the Economy.” Accessed
November 15, 2023.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/26/the-presidents-vision-fo
r-the-economy/.



Formatting Specific Elements: Titles, Italics, and Punctuation

Beyond the structural differences between the two citation systems, Chicago style mandates specific rules for
formatting elements like titles, the use of italics, and punctuation. Titles of books and journals are typically
italicized, while titles of articles or chapters are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is crucial for
clarity and follows established conventions in academic publishing.

Punctuation plays a vital role in Chicago style. Commas are used to separate elements within an entry, periods
mark the end of an entry, and colons often precede the publication information for books. Careful attention to
these details ensures that your citations are not only compliant with the style guide but also aesthetically
pleasing and easy to read. For instance, in a bibliography entry for a book, the publisher is followed by a
comma, and then the year of publication is separated by a comma from the publisher's location.

When to Use Chicago Style

Chicago style is a versatile and widely adopted citation method, particularly prevalent in academic writing.
Its application spans various disciplines, but it finds its strongest footing in the humanities, including history,
literature, art history, and philosophy. Many university courses and departments in these fields require
students to adhere to Chicago style for essays, research papers, and theses. Furthermore, numerous academic
journals and publications in these areas specify Chicago style as their preferred citation format for submitted
manuscripts.

The choice to use Chicago style often comes down to institutional requirements or the specific demands of a
publication. However, even outside formal academic settings, employing Chicago style can lend an air of
professionalism and credibility to your work, especially when dealing with research or factual information. Its
comprehensive nature makes it suitable for a wide range of source materials, from traditional print media to
contemporary digital resources.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations with the author's
last name and publication year. Both systems conclude with a comprehensive list of sources (bibliography or
reference list).

Q: When should I use italics in Chicago style citations?
A: In Chicago style, italics are generally used for the titles of longer works, such as books, journals,
magazines, newspapers, and websites. Shorter works, like articles, essays, and chapters within a larger work,
are typically enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How do I cite a source more than once in Chicago style using the Notes-
Bibliography system?
A: For the first citation of a source, provide full bibliographic details in the footnote or endnote. For
subsequent citations of the same source, use a shortened format that includes the author's last name, a



shortened title of the work (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page
number.

Q: What is the correct order of information in a Chicago style bibliography
entry for a book?
A: A standard book entry in a Chicago style bibliography includes: Author's last name, Author's first name.
Title of Book. Place of publication: Publisher, Year of publication.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, a footnote/endnote typically includes the author or organization, title
of the specific page or document, website name (if different from the organization), date of publication or last
update (if available), access date, and URL. The bibliography entry follows a similar structure. For the
Author-Date system, the in-text citation is (Author Year) and the reference list entry includes Author. Year.
“Title of Page.” Website Name. Last modified Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing interviews in Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style has specific formats for citing interviews, depending on whether they are published or
unpublished, and how they were accessed. For unpublished interviews, you would typically cite the name of the
interviewee, type of interview (e.g., "personal interview"), date, and location (e.g., "held by the author"). For
published interviews, the format would resemble that of an article or chapter.

Q: How does Chicago style handle capitalization of titles?
A: Chicago style generally follows "title case" for titles of books and articles, meaning major words are
capitalized. However, the specific rules can be nuanced, especially for subtitles. The primary goal is consistency
within the document.

Q: Can I use abbreviations in Chicago style citations?
A: Abbreviations are used sparingly in Chicago style. For example, "no." for number and "vol." for volume are
common in journal citations. Abbreviations for publishers are generally not recommended unless they are
standard and universally recognized.

Q: What is the purpose of the "accessed" date for online sources in Chicago
style?
A: The "accessed" date is important for online sources because web content can change or disappear. It
indicates when the author last viewed the material, providing a timestamp for the information's availability at
that specific point in time.
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