
chicago style for theater essays
Navigating Chicago Style for Theater Essays: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for theater essays serves as a crucial framework for presenting scholarly research
and critical analysis within the dramatic arts. For students and academics alike, mastering this
citation and formatting system is essential for clarity, credibility, and adherence to academic
standards. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of applying the Chicago Manual
of Style to theater essays, covering everything from general formatting principles to the specific
nuances of citing plays, critical reviews, and performance analysis. Understanding these elements
ensures your arguments are well-supported, your sources are properly attributed, and your written
work meets the rigorous expectations of theater scholarship. We will explore the core components of
Chicago style, including in-text citations and bibliographical entries, with a particular focus on their
application to theatrical works and scholarly discussions about them.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For most humanities disciplines, including theater studies, the
Notes-Bibliography system is the prevailing choice. This system relies on superscript notes within
the text to cite sources, followed by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. The
flexibility of the Notes-Bibliography system allows for extensive commentary and the inclusion of
detailed source information without disrupting the flow of the main text, which is particularly
beneficial for the often layered and interpretive nature of theater essays. Understanding when and
how to use notes, as opposed to direct quotations or paraphrases, is a foundational step in correctly
applying Chicago style to your work.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to identify source material.
Each time a source is referenced, a corresponding superscript number is placed in the text, typically
after the punctuation. This number then links to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the
end of the document (endnote). These notes provide the full bibliographic information for the first
citation of a source, and subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. This method
offers a clean presentation for the reader while providing thorough documentation for the scholar.



When to Use the Author-Date System

While less common in theater studies, the Author-Date system is an alternative within CMOS. This
system uses parenthetical citations in the text, containing the author's last name and the year of
publication, and is supported by a reference list at the end of the paper. It is generally favored in
social sciences and scientific disciplines where concise, immediate source identification is
paramount. If your instructor or publication specifies the Author-Date system for your theater essay,
ensure you understand its specific requirements and how they differ from the Notes-Bibliography
system.

General Formatting for Chicago Style Theater Essays

Adhering to general formatting guidelines ensures your essay presents a professional and polished
appearance, reinforcing the credibility of your research. These standards apply broadly to academic
papers, regardless of the specific discipline. Proper margins, font choices, spacing, and page
numbering are all integral components of a well-formatted Chicago style essay, creating a cohesive
and readable document. These details, while seemingly minor, contribute significantly to the overall
impact of your scholarly contribution.

Margins, Font, and Spacing Standards

Chicago style typically requires one-inch margins on all sides of the page. The recommended font is
usually a readable serif font, such as Times New Roman, in 12-point size. Double-spacing is standard
for the entire manuscript, including quotations, notes, and bibliography. This consistent spacing
enhances readability and provides ample room for annotations if needed. Indentation of paragraphs
is usually a half-inch from the left margin.

Title Page and Page Numbering

While a separate title page is not always required in Chicago style (sometimes the title is simply
centered at the top of the first page of text), it is good practice to check specific assignment
guidelines. If a title page is used, it should include the essay title, your name, the course name and
number, the instructor's name, and the date. Page numbers should appear in the upper right-hand
corner, typically starting with the first page of text as page 1. The title page, if used, is not
numbered.

Citations in Chicago Style for Theater Essays

The heart of Chicago style lies in its citation system, ensuring that all borrowed ideas, words, and
data are accurately credited to their original authors. For theater essays, this means meticulously
citing plays, critical analyses of productions, historical documents, interviews, and any other
relevant sources. The Notes-Bibliography system, as mentioned, is the prevalent method, and



understanding its specific conventions for various source types is paramount. Correctly formatted
citations not only prevent plagiarism but also allow your readers to locate and consult your sources,
thereby validating your arguments.

In-Text Citations (Notes)

In the Notes-Bibliography system, superscript numbers in the text refer to footnotes or endnotes.
The first time a source is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent
citations of the same source can use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number(s). For example, a first note might be:
1. Harold Bloom, Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human (New York: Riverhead Books, 1998), 12.
A subsequent note for the same source would be:
2. Bloom, Shakespeare, 45.

The Importance of Page Numbers

For direct quotations and paraphrased ideas, including specific page numbers in your notes is
absolutely critical. This allows your readers to pinpoint the exact location of the information you are
referencing within the source text. When discussing a specific scene or passage from a play, for
instance, citing the page number from your edition is non-negotiable. This level of detail lends
significant weight and verifiability to your analysis.

Bibliographical Entries for Theater Scholarship

The bibliography, or works cited list, is an alphabetized compilation of all the sources you have
consulted and cited in your essay. This section provides a comprehensive overview of your research
and serves as a valuable resource for anyone interested in exploring the topic further. Each entry in
the bibliography must follow a strict format, mirroring the information presented in the notes but
arranged differently and alphabetized by the author's last name. Consistency in formatting each
entry is as important as the accuracy of the information itself.

Structuring Bibliography Entries

Bibliography entries typically begin with the author's last name followed by their first name. Then
comes the title of the work, italicized for books and articles. Publication details, such as the
publisher, place of publication, and year, follow. For articles in journals, the journal title is italicized,
followed by the volume number, issue number, and publication year, with specific page ranges for
the article. The specific order and punctuation within each entry are crucial for adherence to
Chicago style.



Distinguishing Book and Article Entries

It is vital to differentiate between how books and journal articles are listed in the bibliography. For a
book, the entry might look like this:
Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.
For a journal article:
Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Numbers.
These distinctions are fundamental to creating an accurate and compliant bibliography for your
theater essay.

Citing Specific Theatrical Sources

When writing about theater, you will encounter a unique range of source materials that require
specific citation conventions within Chicago style. These include the texts of plays themselves,
reviews of performances, scholarly articles about theater history and theory, and even visual or
audio documentation of productions. Each of these requires careful attention to detail to ensure
proper attribution and to reflect the nature of the source accurately.

Citing Play Texts

Citing the script of a play requires specific formatting to identify the play, the author, and the
edition used. When quoting dialogue, you will typically include the act, scene, and line numbers, if
available, or the page number from your edition.
For example, a note citing a line from Shakespeare might look like:
3. William Shakespeare, Hamlet, ed. Harold Jenkins, Arden Shakespeare (London: Arden
Shakespeare, 1980), 3.1.65.
In the bibliography, the entry would include the author, title, editor (if applicable), publication
details, and often the specific edition.

Citing Performance Reviews

Reviews of theatrical productions are invaluable sources for understanding the reception and impact
of a play. When citing a review, you will need to include the reviewer's name, the title of the review
(if it has one), the name of the publication, the date of publication, and the page number.
A typical note for a review might be:
4. John Smith, "A Riveting Performance," The Chicago Tribune, October 15, 2023, C4.
The bibliography entry would reflect this information in the standard format for articles.

Analyzing Performances and Reviews in Chicago Style

The analytical component of theater essays often involves engaging with both the written text of a



play and its realized performance. Chicago style provides the framework to integrate discussions of
these elements seamlessly. When discussing a specific production, you must cite not only the script
but also any reviews or scholarly articles that analyze that performance or productions in general.
This demonstrates a thorough engagement with the subject matter and grounds your interpretations
in credible research.

Integrating Critical Analysis

When you quote or paraphrase from a critical article about a play or a production, you must
attribute that information using the Chicago style notes. This includes identifying the author of the
criticism, the title of the article, and the publication details. For example, if you are discussing how a
particular interpretation of a character in a review aligns with or diverges from your own reading of
the script, you must cite that review. This supports your argument and shows your engagement with
existing scholarship.

Referencing Primary Source Performances

While direct citation of a live performance is impossible in a written essay, you can reference
discussions and analyses of performances found in scholarly articles, books, or reviews. If you are
analyzing a specific production based on reviews or other secondary sources, ensure these sources
are meticulously cited. For example, if a review highlights a particular directorial choice that
influences your interpretation of a scene, you must cite that review to acknowledge where your
understanding originates.

Advanced Tips for Chicago Style Theater Essays

Beyond the fundamental rules, several advanced considerations can elevate your Chicago style
theater essays. These include handling long quotations, citing secondary sources that analyze
multiple plays or productions, and ensuring consistency across all your citations. Paying attention to
these details can significantly enhance the professionalism and academic rigor of your work, making
your arguments more persuasive and your research more accessible to your readers.

Handling Long Quotations

For quotations longer than approximately 100 words or four to five lines of text, Chicago style
requires them to be formatted as block quotations. This means indenting the entire quotation from
the left margin, single-spacing it (or following specific instructor guidelines), and omitting the
quotation marks. The citation number should appear after the final punctuation of the block
quotation.



Citing Edited Collections and Anthologies

Theater essays often draw from edited collections of plays or critical essays. When citing a work
from such a collection, you need to credit both the author of the specific piece and the editor(s) of
the collection. The note would typically include the author of the chapter or play, the title of the
chapter or play, the editor(s), the title of the collection, and the publication details. The bibliography
entry would be structured accordingly.

Ensuring Citation Consistency

Maintaining absolute consistency in your citations is paramount. This means using the same
formatting for all similar source types throughout your essay, from the first note to the last
bibliography entry. Double-check every detail: punctuation, italics, capitalization, and the order of
information. Inconsistent citations can detract from the professionalism of your work and may lead
to confusion for your readers or grading concerns.

Q: What is the primary difference between the two Chicago
style citation systems?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses superscript numbers linked to footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses
parenthetical citations in the text that include the author's last name and publication year.

Q: Which Chicago style citation system is most commonly used
for theater essays?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is most commonly used for theater essays and other humanities
disciplines, as it allows for more extensive commentary and detailed source information without
disrupting the flow of the main text.

Q: How should I cite dialogue from a play in a Chicago style
theater essay?
A: When citing dialogue from a play, include the act, scene, and line numbers if provided by your
edition, or the page number. The note will also include the author, play title, and publication details
of the edition you used.

Q: What information is essential when citing a performance



review in Chicago style?
A: Essential information for a performance review includes the reviewer's name, the title of the
review (if any), the name of the publication, the date of publication, and the page number.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes for my Chicago style
theater essay?
A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of preference or instructor
requirement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes
are compiled at the end of the document. Both are acceptable within the Notes-Bibliography system.

Q: How do I format a long quotation from a play script in
Chicago style?
A: Long quotations (typically over 100 words or four to five lines) from play scripts should be
formatted as block quotations. This involves indenting the entire quote from the left margin, single-
spacing it, and omitting quotation marks. The citation number follows the final punctuation.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a Chicago style
essay?
A: The bibliography, also known as a works cited list, is an alphabetized compilation of all sources
cited in the essay. Its purpose is to provide readers with a complete list of the research consulted,
allowing them to verify information and explore the topic further.

Q: How do I cite an article from an edited collection for my
theater essay?
A: When citing an article from an edited collection, you must credit both the author of the specific
article and the editor(s) of the collection. The citation will include the author's name, article title,
editor's name(s), the title of the collection, and the publication details.
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