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Understanding Chicago Style for Referencing
Linguistics

chicago style for referencing linguistics is a crucial element for scholars,
researchers, and students operating within the dynamic field of linguistic
studies. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify its intricacies,
providing a clear pathway to accurate and consistent citation practices.
Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for linguistics ensures that
your work meets academic rigor, enhances credibility, and allows readers to
easily trace your sources. We will delve into the fundamental principles of
both the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, exploring
their specific applications within linguistic research, including how to cite
diverse linguistic materials such as phonetic transcriptions, corpora, and
theoretical works. Understanding these nuances is paramount for producing
polished, professional academic writing in linguistics.
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The Notes-Bibliography System in Linguistic
Referencing

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities and
increasingly in linguistics, relies on footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text. This method allows for extensive commentary and detailed
source information without disrupting the flow of the main argument. For
linguists, this is particularly beneficial when discussing complex
theoretical frameworks, providing supplementary data, or offering brief



definitions. The accompanying bibliography at the end of the work provides a
full alphabetical list of all sources cited.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Core of the System

In the notes-bibliography system, each citation is typically represented by a
superscript number in the text, corresponding to a numbered note at the
bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). These
notes provide the bibliographic details of the source. For linguistics, a
note might not only identify the author and title but also specific page
numbers, dialectal variations, or even audio recordings. The level of detail
is crucial for the reader to locate the precise information referenced.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography section in the notes-bibliography system is an alphabetical
compilation of all works cited in the text. Each entry must be formatted
according to Chicago style guidelines, providing author, title, publication
details, and any other relevant information. For linguistic works, this might
include the edition of a grammar, the specific corpus accessed, or the
publication date of a seminal article. Accuracy here is paramount, as it
serves as the reader’s primary guide to the research landscape.

The Author-Date System for Linguistic Citations

The author-date system, more common in the sciences, uses parenthetical in-
text citations consisting of the author's last name and the year of
publication. This system is streamlined and emphasizes the date of
publication, which can be important in rapidly evolving fields like
experimental linguistics or computational linguistics. A corresponding
reference list at the end of the work provides full bibliographic details for
each in-text citation.

In-Text Citations: Author and Year at a Glance

When employing the author-date system for linguistics, in-text citations are
brief and direct. For example, a sentence might conclude with "(Chomsky
1957)." If specific information from a particular page is being referenced, a
page number can be included: "(Labov 1972, 45)." This system allows for quick
verification of sources without extensive footnotes, making it efficient for
research papers and articles where space might be a concern.



The Reference List: A Detailed Inventory

The reference list in the author-date system is a comprehensive, alphabetized
list of all sources cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system, it typically omits descriptive titles like
"Bibliography" and is simply labeled "References." Each entry includes the
author's name, publication year, title of the work, and publication
information. For linguistic sources, this means meticulously listing journal
articles, books, conference proceedings, and online resources.

Key Principles of Chicago Style for Linguistics

Regardless of the system chosen, adherence to Chicago style principles
ensures clarity, consistency, and academic integrity. These principles govern
the formatting of both in-text citations and full bibliographic entries,
providing a standardized method for acknowledging intellectual debt. For
linguistics, particular attention must be paid to the accurate representation
of linguistic data and theoretical constructs.

Punctuation and Capitalization Standards

Chicago style has specific rules for punctuation and capitalization in both
citations and the main text. For example, titles of books and journals are
italicized, while article titles are enclosed in quotation marks. Punctuation
within bibliographic entries, such as commas and periods, follows a precise
order. Understanding these nuances prevents common errors and ensures a
professional appearance for your linguistic research.

Formatting of Titles and Subtitles

The capitalization of titles and subtitles in Chicago style is generally
title case for books and journals. However, for articles and chapters,
sentence case is often used, with only the first word and proper nouns
capitalized. This distinction is important when citing linguistic journals or
specific chapters within edited volumes of linguistic theory. Consistent
application of these rules is vital for maintaining a polished academic
document.

Handling of Publication Information

Accurate reporting of publication information – including the city of
publication, publisher, and year – is fundamental. For books, the most recent



edition should be cited. For journals, the volume and issue numbers are
essential. When referencing linguistic works, it is also important to note if
the publication is a translation, the original language, or if it includes
specific linguistic appendices or supplementary materials.

Citing Specific Linguistic Sources

Linguistics encompasses a wide array of source types, each requiring specific
citation approaches within Chicago style. From foundational linguistic
theories to empirical data and computational resources, accurate citation is
key to grounding your research.

Citing Books and Journal Articles

This is a standard practice in most academic disciplines. For books, the
author(s), title (italicized), place of publication, publisher, and year are
required. For journal articles, the author(s), article title (in quotation
marks), journal title (italicized), volume, issue, and page range are
necessary. When citing linguistic works, pay close attention to the title
itself – is it a monograph on syntax, a comparative phonology study, or a
journal article on sociolinguistics?

Referencing Linguistic Data and Corpora

Linguistic data, whether from spoken language, written texts, or structured
corpora, needs precise citation. For corpora, cite the name of the corpus,
its version or date of access, and the institution or entity responsible for
its creation. For specific datasets or transcripts, provide details about
their origin, collection method, and access information. For example, a
citation might include the name of a specific elicitation task or the date a
particular transcript was generated.

Citing Phonetic and Phonological Representations

Accurate representation of phonetic and phonological data is critical in
linguistics. When citing IPA transcriptions or phonological analyses, ensure
that the notation is correctly rendered and that the source for the
transcription or analysis is clearly identified. This often involves citing
dictionaries, handbooks, or the original research that established the
phonetic standards.



Referencing Oral Presentations and Unpublished Works

Oral presentations at conferences, personal communications, and unpublished
manuscripts are also common in linguistic research. For oral presentations,
cite the presenter, title of the presentation, name of the conference,
location, and date. For personal communications, include the name of the
communicator, the phrase "personal communication," and the date. Unpublished
manuscripts should include the author, title, and the phrase "unpublished
manuscript."

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Style for Linguistics

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges, especially with the diverse
nature of linguistic scholarship. Awareness of common errors and adherence to
best practices can significantly improve the quality and credibility of your
work.

Ensuring Accurate Footnote/Endnote and Bibliography
Consistency

A frequent mistake is inconsistency between footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography. Every source cited in a note must appear in the bibliography,
and vice versa (unless the note is a personal communication). Ensure that the
level of detail is consistent across all entries for the same type of source.
For instance, if you cite the edition of a grammar in one note, ensure it's
consistently noted throughout.

Correctly Handling Multiple Authors and Editors

Chicago style has specific rules for citing works with multiple authors or
editors. For two authors, list both names in the citation. For three or more,
list the first author followed by "et al." in the notes, but list all authors
in the bibliography. For edited volumes, the editor is cited differently from
the author of a specific chapter. This is particularly relevant when citing
collections of essays on linguistic topics.

Best Practices for Digital and Online Linguistic
Resources

The digital landscape of linguistics is vast, including online dictionaries,



language archives, and software. When citing online resources, include the
author (if applicable), title, website name, publication or update date, and
the URL. Crucially, provide the date of access, as online content can change.
For linguistic databases, specify the version and access date.

Ensuring Consistency and Accuracy in Your
Linguistic Citations

Maintaining consistency and accuracy in Chicago style is paramount for
academic integrity and clear communication. A well-cited work demonstrates
attention to detail and respect for intellectual contributions.

The Importance of Style Guides and Resources

Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for
definitive guidance. Additionally, many universities and linguistic
departments offer style guides tailored to their specific requirements, which
can be invaluable supplements. Familiarize yourself with these resources to
ensure all citation practices are up-to-date and relevant.

Utilizing Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be incredibly helpful in managing
your sources and generating bibliographies in Chicago style. While these
tools automate much of the process, it is still essential to review the
generated citations for accuracy, as software can sometimes misinterpret
data. The human eye remains the ultimate guarantor of correctness.

Proofreading for Citation Errors

Before submitting any linguistic work, a thorough proofread specifically for
citation errors is indispensable. Check every footnote, endnote,
parenthetical citation, and bibliographic entry against your source materials
and the Chicago style guidelines. This final check can catch overlooked
errors and ensure your research is presented professionally and accurately.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style for linguistics?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations, offering more space for commentary, and is followed by a
bibliography. The author-date system uses brief in-text parenthetical
citations (author, year) and is followed by a reference list.

Q: How should I cite an IPA transcription of a
specific word in a linguistic paper using Chicago
style?
A: You would typically cite the source that provides the IPA transcription.
For example, if it's from a dictionary, you'd cite the dictionary entry. If
it's a transcription from a recorded utterance, you would cite the source of
that recording and potentially the transcriber if specified.

Q: What is the recommended way to cite a linguistic
corpus in Chicago style?
A: You should cite the name of the corpus, its version or date of access, and
the responsible institution or entity. For example: "British National Corpus,
version 2 (BNC2014), Oxford University Computing Services, accessed February
15, 2024, https://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/."

Q: How do I handle citations for works with multiple
authors in the notes-bibliography system for
linguistics?
A: For two authors, list both in the note. For three or more authors, list
the first author’s last name followed by "et al." in the note. In the
bibliography, however, all authors should be listed.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite linguistic field
notes or raw data in Chicago style?
A: Yes, you should provide as much detail as possible about the origin of the
data. This includes the name of the informant, the date and location of the
recording or data collection, the type of elicitation, and any archival
information if the data is stored in a formal archive.



Q: Can I use citation management software when
following Chicago style for my linguistics research?
A: Absolutely. Citation management software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote
can be very helpful for organizing your sources and generating
bibliographies. However, always double-check the output for accuracy and
adherence to Chicago style specifics.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and
a reference list in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, it's called a bibliography and lists all
sources cited. In the author-date system, it's called a reference list and
also lists all cited sources. The primary difference is the system they
accompany and sometimes minor formatting conventions.

Q: How do I cite a specific dialectal variation of a
language when referencing a source in Chicago style?
A: You would cite the source that documents the dialectal variation, ensuring
that the citation clearly indicates the specific dialect being discussed.
This might involve quoting directly from the source or referencing a specific
section that details the variation.

Q: When citing online linguistic resources, what is
the most crucial piece of information to include?
A: The date of access is crucial for online resources because their content
can change or disappear. This ensures that readers can attempt to access the
same version of the information you used.

Q: Should I italicize the names of languages in my
citations in Chicago style for linguistics?
A: Generally, the names of languages are not italicized in Chicago style
unless they are part of a title that requires italics. However, always
consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or your
departmental guidelines for specific rules.
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