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Understanding Chicago Style for Reference List
Linguistics

chicago style for reference list linguistics is a critical component for researchers and
scholars aiming for clarity, consistency, and academic integrity in their work. This widely
adopted citation method, particularly prevalent in the humanities and social sciences,
provides a standardized framework for acknowledging sources. Mastering its nuances
ensures that linguistic studies, whether focusing on phonetics, syntax, semantics, or
sociolinguistics, are presented with the highest level of scholarly rigor. This article will delve
into the intricacies of Chicago style as it applies to linguistic references, covering author-
date and notes-bibliography systems, common source types, and best practices for creating
an accurate and effective reference list.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Linguistics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS) is a comprehensive style guide offering detailed
instructions on writing, citation, and publishing. Within linguistics, its application ensures
that researchers can clearly attribute the intellectual work of others and enable readers to
easily locate the original sources. This manual's flexibility, offering two distinct citation
systems, allows scholars to choose the method that best suits their field's conventions and
their specific research needs. Adherence to Chicago style in linguistic bibliographies
promotes transparency and builds trust within the academic community by demonstrating
meticulous attention to detail.

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-
Date

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citation, both of which are applicable to
linguistic research. The choice between them often depends on the specific subfield or
journal requirements.

The Notes-Bibliography System

This system, often preferred in the humanities, uses numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text to cite sources. A corresponding bibliography at the end of the work
provides a full alphabetical list of all sources consulted. In linguistic research, notes are
particularly useful for providing supplementary information, definitions, or brief analyses of
cited works without disrupting the main text's flow. The bibliography then serves as a
comprehensive guide to the literature.

The Author-Date System

More common in the social sciences and some scientific fields, the author-date system
involves brief parenthetical citations within the text, typically including the author's last
name and the year of publication. A reference list, alphabetized by author's last name,
appears at the end of the paper, providing full publication details for each cited source. For
linguistic studies that draw heavily on empirical data or theories that evolve rapidly, the
author-date system can be efficient for tracking the development of ideas over time.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Linguistic



Reference

Regardless of the chosen system, certain core elements are essential for constructing
accurate bibliographic entries for linguistic sources. These elements help readers identify
and retrieve the cited material.

Author(s) and Editor(s)

The primary author or editor's name(s) is typically the first element in a citation. For
multiple authors, the convention varies slightly between the two systems. In the notes-
bibliography system, the full name is used in notes, and in the bibliography, the first
author's name is inverted, followed by subsequent authors in normal order. The author-date
system generally inverts only the first author's name in the reference list.

Title of the Work

The full title of the book, article, or other source should be provided. Titles of books and
journals are italicized, while titles of articles or book chapters are placed in quotation
marks. This distinction is crucial for clarity.

Publication Information

This includes the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication for books, and the
journal name, volume, issue number, and page range for articles. For online sources, the
URL and access date are essential.

Specific Linguistic Information

Depending on the nature of the linguistic source, additional details may be necessary, such
as the edition, the specific dialect or language discussed, or the corpus from which data is
drawn.

Citing Books in Linguistics

Books are foundational resources in linguistic scholarship, covering a vast array of topics
from theoretical grammar to language acquisition. Correctly citing them is paramount.



Monographs

For a standard monograph, the author's name, the book's title (italicized), and the
publication details are required. For instance, a seminal work on syntax would follow a
consistent format, ensuring its identity is unambiguous.

Author Last Name, First Name. Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter within an edited volume, both the chapter author and the editors of
the volume must be acknowledged. The chapter title is typically in quotation marks, and
the volume title is italicized.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name
Last Name and Editor First Name Last Name, Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Citing Journal Articles in Linguistics

Journal articles are a vital means of disseminating current research in linguistics. Accurate
citation allows readers to access these crucial contributions.

Standard Journal Article Format

A typical journal article citation includes the author(s), the article title (in quotation marks),
the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue number, and the page range.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Range.

Articles with DOIls

For articles with a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), this unique identifier should be included in
the citation, usually at the end, as it provides a stable link to the online version of the
article.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Range. doi:XX. XXXX/YYYY.



Citing Conference Papers and Presentations

Linguistic research is often presented at conferences, and citing these papers requires
specific attention to detail, especially if they are published in proceedings or remain
unpublished.

Papers Published in Proceedings

When conference papers are published in formal proceedings, they are treated similarly to
chapters in edited volumes. The paper title, presenter's name, conference title, publication
details, and page numbers are essential.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Paper Title." In Conference Proceedings Title, Page Range.
Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Unpublished Conference Papers

If a conference paper is not formally published, it can be cited by providing the author's
name, paper title, the conference name, location, and the date it was presented.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Paper Title." Paper presented at the Conference Name,
Location, Month Day, Year.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Doctoral dissertations and master's theses represent significant original research in
linguistics. Citing them accurately ensures proper attribution of this scholarly work.

Dissertations and Theses with Identifiers

Many dissertations and theses are available through databases like ProQuest Dissertations
& Theses Global, which assigns unique identifiers. These should be included in the citation.

Author Last Name, First Name. Dissertation Title. PhD diss. or MA thesis, University Name,
Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. Database Name (if applicable), Identifier Number.

Unpublished Dissertations and Theses

If a dissertation or thesis is not available through a database, it should be cited with the



author's name, title, degree type, university, and year of completion.

Author Last Name, First Name. Dissertation Title. PhD diss. or MA thesis, University Name,
Year.

Citing Online Resources and Digital Archives

The digital age has made vast linguistic resources accessible online. Citing these requires
careful attention to URLs and access dates.

Websites and Online Articles

For websites or online articles that do not have a clear author or publication date, it is
essential to provide the most complete information available, including the title, website
name, and URL.

Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Article Title." Website Name. Last modified
Month Day, Year (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Digital Linguistic Corpora and Archives

When referencing specific linguistic data from online corpora or archives, it is crucial to
provide enough detail for the reader to access the exact data cited, including the name of
the corpus, the specific dataset or file, and the URL.

e Corpus Name. "Specific Dataset/File." Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Formatting Specifics for Linguistic Data and
Examples

Beyond standard bibliographic entries, Chicago style also offers guidance on presenting
linguistic examples and data within the text itself, which is critical for clarity in linguistic
analysis.

Presenting Linguistic Examples

Linguistic examples, such as phonetic transcriptions, syntactic structures, or semantic



glosses, should be clearly marked and formatted to distinguish them from the main text.
This often involves indentation, italics, and specific glossing conventions.

Glossing Conventions

Consistent and clear glossing is essential for readers to understand the grammatical or
semantic features of the examples. Chicago style generally recommends following
established conventions for glossing, such as those outlined by the Leipzig Glossing Rules,
and ensuring these are explained or defined if they are not universally understood.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style for Linguistics

Navigating Chicago style can present unique challenges, especially when dealing with the
diverse types of sources encountered in linguistic research.

Archived and Historical Linguistic Materials

Citing historical linguistic documents, manuscripts, or unpublished field notes requires
careful research into their provenance and availability. Providing accession numbers for
archival materials or detailed descriptions of manuscript collections can be necessary.

Multilingual and Multimodal Sources

Linguistic research often involves sources in multiple languages or multimodal data (e.qg.,
audio or video recordings). Citations should clearly indicate the language of the source and
any relevant descriptive information about its format.

Ensuring Consistency

The most significant challenge is maintaining absolute consistency across the entire
reference list. Double-checking every detail against the chosen system’s guidelines is
crucial.

Best Practices for Linguistic Reference Lists

To ensure the highest quality of your linguistic research, adopting these best practices for
your reference list is highly recommended.



e Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-
date guidelines.

e Be meticulous in recording publication details as you gather your sources.

e If citing a source type not explicitly covered, adapt the closest existing format
logically.

e When in doubt about a formatting choice, prioritize clarity and ease of retrieval for
your readers.

* Proofread your reference list multiple times, paying close attention to author names,
titles, and publication data.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for linguistics?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations
and a full bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations (author, date) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How should I cite a book chapter in linguistics using
Chicago style?

A: You would cite it by the chapter author's name, the chapter title in quotation marks,
followed by "In" and then the book title (italicized), editors' names, page range, place of
publication, publisher, and year.

Q: What information is essential when citing an online
linguistic corpus?

A: You need to include the name of the corpus, the specific dataset or file you are
referencing, the date you accessed it, and the URL.

Q: Is it necessary to italicize journal titles in a Chicago



style reference list for linguistics?

A: Yes, according to Chicago style, journal titles, as well as book titles, should always be
italicized in both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems.

Q: How do | handle multiple authors in a Chicago style
linguistic reference list?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography lists the first author with an inverted
last name, followed by other authors in normal order. In the author-date system's reference
list, only the first author's name is inverted.

Q: What if the linguistic source | am citing is in a
language other than English?

A: You should present the title of the source as it appears in its original language. If an
English translation is available, you may include it in parentheses after the original title,
indicating it is a translation.

Q: How do | cite an unpublished conference paper in
linguistics?

A: You would list the author's name, the paper title in quotation marks, the conference
name, its location, and the exact date it was presented.

Q: When should | use a DOl in my Chicago style citation
for a linguistic journal article?

A: You should always include the DOI if one is available for the article, as it provides a
stable and direct link to the online version. It is typically placed at the end of the citation.
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