chicago style for preprints

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected authority for academic and professional writing,
and its application to preprints presents unique considerations for researchers. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the intricacies of adhering to Chicago style for preprints, covering everything
from citation formats for various source types to the essential elements of accurate and consistent
formatting. We will explore the nuances of in-text citations and the comprehensive bibliography,
highlighting how to adapt Chicago’s established guidelines to the dynamic landscape of scholarly
communication through preprints. Understanding these principles is crucial for ensuring the
credibility and discoverability of your research.
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Understanding Preprints and Chicago Style

Preprints represent a significant shift in scholarly communication, allowing researchers to share
their findings rapidly before formal peer review. This accelerated dissemination necessitates clear
and consistent formatting, making established style guides like the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
invaluable. While CMOS primarily addresses traditionally published works, its principles can be
effectively applied to the unique context of preprints. The core tenets of accuracy, clarity, and
consistency remain paramount, regardless of whether a work is destined for a journal or a preprint
server.

The adoption of Chicago style for preprints ensures that your work aligns with a widely recognized
standard, fostering better comprehension and integration with existing scholarship. This is
particularly important as preprints gain traction and are increasingly cited in formal publications.
Researchers must navigate how to represent these novel sources within the familiar framework of
Chicago's notes-bibliography or author-date systems. The flexibility of Chicago style allows for
adaptation, but requires careful attention to detail to maintain its integrity.

Key Elements of Chicago Style for Preprints

When applying Chicago style to preprints, several key elements demand particular attention. The
fundamental principle is to provide sufficient information for a reader to locate the original source
with ease. This involves accurately representing the preprint itself, including its unique identifier
and the platform where it is hosted, alongside the bibliographic details of any underlying research it



may represent.

The Role of Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) and Unique
Identifiers

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are crucial for online scholarly content, providing a persistent link
to a resource. In the context of preprints, DOIs, or similar unique identifiers assigned by preprint
servers (like arXiv IDs), function as the primary locator. Chicago style emphasizes providing these
identifiers whenever available, as they streamline access and prevent issues arising from changing
URLs. Their inclusion in citations is non-negotiable for robust scholarly practice.

Platform Information and Access Dates

Because preprints are hosted on specific platforms (e.g., bioRxiv, medRxiv, arXiv), information about
the platform itself becomes a vital component of the citation. This includes the name of the preprint
server. Furthermore, since preprints can be updated or even withdrawn, including an access date is
often recommended, especially if the content is likely to change. This helps readers understand the
state of the preprint at the time of your consultation.

Version Control for Preprints

Preprints are often revised. Chicago style, while not having explicit rules for preprint versioning,
encourages clarity. Researchers should ideally cite the specific version of a preprint they consulted.
This can be achieved by including version numbers or dates in the citation, ensuring readers can
trace the exact document referenced. This practice enhances the reproducibility and verifiability of
research.

Citing Sources in Chicago Style for Preprints

The core challenge when using Chicago style for preprints lies in accurately representing these
often-transient digital documents. Whether employing the notes-bibliography system or the author-
date system, the goal remains the same: to provide clear and complete bibliographic information.

Adapting Notes-Bibliography System for Preprints

In the notes-bibliography system, each citation in a note (footnote or endnote) and the final
bibliography entry must capture the essence of the preprint. For a preprint, this typically involves
the author(s), title, the name of the preprint server, the date of posting, and the unique identifier or
URL. The structure aims to be analogous to citing a journal article but adapted for the preprint



format, emphasizing the online and often pre-publication nature of the source.

Adapting Author-Date System for Preprints

Similarly, in the author-date system, the in-text citation will include the author's last name and the
year of posting. The corresponding entry in the reference list will expand on this with full details,
including the title of the preprint, the name of the server, and the unique identifier or URL. The
primary difference from citing a traditionally published work is the inclusion of the preprint server
and its associated identifiers.

In-Text Citations for Preprints

Accurate in-text citation is fundamental to academic integrity and Chicago style’s robustness. When
referencing preprints, the methods remain consistent with established Chicago practices, but the
specific information included must reflect the nature of the source.

Notes-Bibliography System In-Text Citations

When using the notes-bibliography system, a superscript numeral in the text directs the reader to a
footnote or endnote. This note will contain the full citation details for the preprint. For instance, a
note might read: "1. Jane Doe, 'A Novel Approach to Data Analysis' (preprint, posted October 26,
2023), https://doi.org/xxxxxx." The initial note for a source used multiple times can be shortened to
author and title, with subsequent notes using just the author and page number (if applicable, though
less common for preprints).

Author-Date System In-Text Citations

For the author-date system, the in-text citation is concise, typically appearing in parentheses:
(Author Year). For preprints, this would look like: (Doe 2023). If multiple works by the same author
in the same year are cited, they are differentiated by lowercase letters: (Doe 2023a), (Doe 2023b).
The year here refers to the posting year of the preprint.

Bibliography or Reference List for Preprints

The bibliography or reference list serves as the comprehensive compilation of all sources consulted
and cited. For preprints, ensuring this list is thorough and accurately formatted is paramount for
readers to locate your referenced material.



Structure of a Preprint Entry in the Bibliography

A typical entry for a preprint in a Chicago-style bibliography would include the author(s)' full
name(s), the title of the preprint in quotation marks, the name of the preprint server, the date of
posting, and the DOI or URL. For example: Doe, Jane. "A Novel Approach to Data Analysis." Preprint,
posted October 26, 2023. https://doi.org/xxxxxx. It is crucial to include the specific posting date to
avoid ambiguity. If the preprint has been published in a peer-reviewed journal, it is good practice to
also note that information if it is readily available and relevant, though this can become complex and
may require specific editorial guidance.

Handling Different Preprint Servers

Chicago style does not differentiate significantly between various preprint servers in terms of
citation structure. The key is to consistently identify the platform where the preprint was accessed.
Whether it's a well-known server like arXiv or a more specialized one, the name of the server should
be clearly stated in the citation. This ensures readers know the origin and nature of the source.

Formatting Specific Source Types for Preprints

While the focus is on preprints, understanding how to cite other types of sources that might be
referenced within or alongside preprints is also important. Chicago style provides detailed
guidelines for various media, and these should be applied consistently.

Citing Data Repositories

Preprints often accompany or refer to data sets hosted in online repositories. Chicago style generally
treats these like other online resources. The citation would include the data creator, title of the
dataset, repository name, and a DOI or URL. For example: National Institute of Standards and
Technology. "NIST Atomic Spectra Database." National Institute of Standards and Technology, July
15, 2023. https://physics.nist.gov/asd.

Citing Software and Code

When preprints discuss or utilize specific software or code, citing these becomes relevant. The
citation should include the software name, version number, developer or organization, and hosting
platform or repository, along with a DOI or URL if available. For instance: Hadley Wickham,
RStudio, and ]JJ Allaire. "ggplot2: Elegant Graphics for Data Analysis." Version 3.4.0. CRAN, 2022.
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/ggplot2/index.html.



Citing Conference Presentations and Posters

Preprints might be based on work previously presented at conferences. If the original presentation is
available online (e.g., as a video or abstract), it can be cited. The format would typically include the
presenter, title of the presentation, name of the conference, date, and URL. For a poster, it would
include the title, authors, conference name, date, and URL of the poster image or abstract.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style for
Preprints

Navigating Chicago style for preprints is not without its difficulties. The fluid nature of online
scholarly content requires careful consideration and adaptability.

Handling Updates and Revisions

One significant challenge is that preprints can be updated or retracted. If you are citing a preprint
that has subsequently undergone revisions, it is best practice to note this. Ideally, you would cite the
specific version you consulted, including its version number or date. If a preprint is retracted, clearly
state that it has been retracted in your citation to avoid misinforming readers.

Preprints Lacking Standard Metadata

Not all preprints, particularly those from less established servers, may have complete metadata like
DOIs. In such cases, Chicago style’s emphasis on providing sufficient locating information becomes
even more critical. Ensure the author, title, server name, and posting date are as accurate as
possible, and provide the most stable URL available. When a DOI is absent, the URL is essential.

Distinguishing Preprints from Published Articles

It is crucial to clearly differentiate a preprint from a peer-reviewed journal article. The citation
format itself helps achieve this by naming the preprint server. However, in the body of your text,
explicitly stating that you are referencing a "preprint" or "a manuscript posted on [server name]"
further enhances clarity for your readers and ensures transparency about the review status of the
work.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Preprints

To effectively implement Chicago style for preprints, adopting a proactive approach is beneficial.



Consistency is key; once you establish a method for citing a particular type of preprint resource,
adhere to it throughout your work.

e Always prioritize DOIs when available.
e Clearly identify the preprint server and posting date.
e Note any versioning information or updates to the preprint.

e If a preprint has a later published version, consider referencing that as well, perhaps in
addition to the preprint itself, depending on your context and the journal's requirements.

» Maintain meticulous records of all sources to facilitate accurate bibliography creation.

¢ Consult specific guidelines from your target publication or institution, as they may have
preferences or modifications to standard Chicago style for preprints.

Seeking Clarification from Editors or Institutions

Given the evolving nature of preprints and their integration into academic discourse, it is always
advisable to seek clarification from journal editors or institutional review boards if you are unsure
about specific citation requirements. They can provide guidance tailored to their specific context and
ensure your work meets their standards for scholarly communication.

By carefully applying the principles of Chicago style, researchers can ensure their preprints are
meticulously cited, enhancing their credibility and accessibility within the broader academic
community. The core of good scholarly practice, regardless of the medium, is clear communication
and precise attribution, and Chicago style provides a robust framework for achieving this even with
emergent forms of scholarship.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference when citing a preprint
versus a journal article in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of the preprint server's name and the posting date,
along with a unique identifier (like an arXiv ID or DOI) specific to the preprint. Unlike journal
articles which have established journal titles, volume, and issue numbers, preprints are identified by
their hosting platform and their specific upload timestamp.



Q: Should I use the notes-bibliography system or the author-
date system for my Chicago style preprint citations?

A: Both systems are acceptable under Chicago style. The choice typically depends on the disciplinary
conventions or the specific requirements of the journal or publisher you are submitting to. Both
systems can accommodate preprint citations effectively, provided they are applied consistently and
with the necessary details.

Q: How do I handle a preprint that has been subsequently
published in a peer-reviewed journal?

A: Tt is often best practice to cite the version you consulted. If you used the preprint, cite the
preprint. If you used the published article, cite the published article. If you refer to both, you might
cite the preprint initially and then include a note or reference to its later publication, or cite the
published version and mention in the text that an earlier preprint exists. Consult your publisher’s
guidelines for their preferred approach.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for preprint citations
in Chicago style?

A: A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent identifier assigned to digital objects, ensuring that
a link to the resource remains stable even if its location (URL) changes. For preprints, DOIs are
crucial because they provide a reliable and permanent way for readers to access the exact version of
the preprint you referenced, enhancing the credibility and reproducibility of your research.

Q: How do I cite a preprint that does not have a DOI?

A: If a preprint lacks a DOI, you should provide the most stable URL available and the date you
accessed it. Ensure that the citation includes the author(s), title of the preprint, name of the preprint
server, and the full posting date. The access date is particularly important for online resources that
may be updated or removed.

Q: What information should be included in the bibliography
entry for a preprint?

A: A typical Chicago style bibliography entry for a preprint includes: Author(s)' full name(s), Title of
the preprint (in quotation marks), Name of the preprint server, Posting date, and the DOI or URL.
For example: Smith, John. "Investigating Polymer Properties." Preprint, posted January 15, 2023.
https://doi.org/10.1234/preprint.xyz.

Q: Can preprints be updated after they are posted? If so, how
does this affect citation?

A: Yes, preprints are often updated. If you are citing a specific version of a preprint, it is ideal to



include version information (e.g., "version 2" or a specific date of revision) in your citation. This
helps readers locate the exact document you referenced and understand its state at the time of your
review, contributing to the transparency of your research process.
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