chicago style for political science

Chicago Style for Political Science: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for political science serves as a cornerstone for clear, consistent, and credible
academic communication within the discipline. Understanding and applying its nuances is crucial for
any scholar aiming to present their research effectively. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style as it pertains to political science, covering everything from
in-text citations and the bibliography to manuscript preparation and formatting. We will explore why
the Chicago style is favored in political science, its specific requirements for referencing scholarly
works, and best practices for adhering to its guidelines. Whether you are a seasoned researcher or a
novice student, mastering this style will enhance your academic writing and ensure your work meets
the highest scholarly standards.
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The Importance of Chicago Style in Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is widely adopted across various academic disciplines, and
political science is no exception. Its emphasis on clarity, precision, and meticulous referencing makes
it an ideal framework for a field that often deals with complex theories, extensive empirical data, and
a vast body of existing literature. By adhering to a standardized citation and formatting system,
political scientists ensure that their arguments are well-supported, their sources are easily verifiable,
and their work contributes meaningfully to ongoing scholarly debates without introducing ambiguity
or confusion.

The discipline of political science frequently involves engaging with primary sources, historical
documents, legal texts, and a diverse range of secondary scholarship. The Chicago style's robust
system for managing these varied sources, particularly its flexible footnote/endnote structure, allows
for detailed commentary, digressions, or the inclusion of supplementary information without
disrupting the flow of the main text. This is invaluable for political scientists who often need to provide
context or elaborate on specific methodologies or theoretical underpinnings of their research.

Why Political Science Favors Chicago Style

Several reasons contribute to the prevalence of the Chicago style in political science. One primary



factor is its historical association with the humanities and social sciences, fields where political
science often finds its intellectual home. Furthermore, its comprehensive nature, covering not just
citations but also aspects of grammar, punctuation, and manuscript preparation, provides a holistic
guide for academic writers. Political science research often requires extensive engagement with
archival materials and scholarly works from different eras, and Chicago's detailed citation rules
ensure that such diverse sources are consistently and accurately represented.

The flexibility offered by both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems within Chicago is also a
significant advantage for political science. Depending on the specific subfield or the requirements of a
particular journal or publisher, scholars can choose the system that best suits their research needs.
For instance, fields emphasizing historical context might find the notes-bibliography system more
conducive to their writing style, while those focusing on empirical data and quantitative analysis
might prefer the author-date system for its conciseness.

Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. Political science scholars must understand the differences and choose
the system that best aligns with the requirements of their academic context, whether it be a specific
journal, a university press, or a departmental guideline.

The Notes-Bibliography System

This system is characterized by the use of footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, accompanied by
a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. In the notes-bibliography system, a superscript
number is placed in the text after a quotation or paraphrased idea, corresponding to a numbered note
(either at the bottom of the page or at the end of the document). These notes provide full
bibliographic information for the first citation of a source and a shortened form for subsequent
citations. The bibliography lists all sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by author's last name.

The notes-bibliography system is particularly well-suited for political science research that requires
extensive engagement with historical sources, nuanced argumentation, or the inclusion of tangential
but relevant information. The ability to add explanatory notes without interrupting the main text
allows for a richer scholarly dialogue and deeper exploration of complex ideas. This system also offers
flexibility in how sources are presented, allowing for variations in the level of detail provided in the
initial note versus subsequent mentions.

The Author-Date System

In contrast, the author-date system utilizes parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's
last name and the publication year, often followed by a page number. For example, (Smith 2020, 15).
This system is generally considered more concise and is favored in fields that prioritize directness and
ease of verification of factual claims, often seen in scientific disciplines. The bibliography in this



system is typically titled "References" and lists all sources alphabetically by author's last name, with
the publication year prominently featured at the beginning of each entry.

The author-date system is advantageous for political science research that relies heavily on empirical
data and quantitative analysis, where the direct link between an assertion and its source is
paramount. It streamlines the citation process and can make it easier for readers to quickly locate
sources. This system is also commonly adopted by many leading political science journals, making it a
practical choice for scholars aiming for publication in these venues. It promotes a clean and
uncluttered presentation of research findings.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Political Science Research

When employing the notes-bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes are indispensable tools for
political science scholars. They serve not only to attribute sources but also to provide context, engage
in scholarly dialogue, and offer supplementary information that enriches the reader's understanding
of the subject matter.

Placement and Formatting of Notes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which they are referenced, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document, typically before the bibliography. In political science writing, the
placement of the superscript citation number should generally follow punctuation, although there are
exceptions. For instance, if a quotation ends with a question mark or exclamation point, the note
number may precede it.

The formatting of notes is highly specific. The first time a source is cited, the note includes full
bibliographic details: author's full name, title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for
articles), publication information, and page number(s). Subsequent citations of the same source use a
shortened format, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number(s). If the immediately preceding note refers to the same source, the term "Ibid." (meaning "in
the same place") can be used, followed by a new page number if applicable.

Using Notes for Commentary and Elaboration

Beyond simple citation, political scientists often leverage footnotes and endnotes for rich
commentary. This can include discussing methodological nuances, exploring tangential theoretical
debates, defining key concepts with greater depth than is feasible in the main text, or providing
historical background on a particular event or figure. This practice is particularly valuable in political
science where understanding the historical trajectory or theoretical underpinnings of a phenomenon
is often as crucial as presenting empirical findings.

The strategic use of these notes can significantly enhance the depth and credibility of a political
science paper. It allows authors to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of their field, engage



with a broader range of scholarship, and preempt potential questions or objections from readers. It's a
sophisticated way to manage complex information and contribute to the scholarly conversation.

Crafting a Compelling Bibliography or Works Cited
Page

Whether using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, a well-formatted
bibliography or works cited page is a critical component of any political science paper. It provides
readers with a complete and organized list of all the sources consulted and cited, enabling them to
verify information and explore the research further.

Structure and Content of a Bibliography

In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography is usually titled "Bibliography." It lists all sources
cited in the notes, alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry begins with the author's last
name, followed by their first name. Titles of books are italicized, and titles of articles or chapters
within edited volumes are placed in quotation marks. Publication details, including the city of
publication, publisher, and year, follow. For journal articles, the journal title is italicized, followed by
the volume and issue numbers, and the date, and finally the page range.

For edited volumes, the entry format changes to reflect the contributors. The editor(s) are listed,
followed by "ed." or "eds." The title of the book is then provided, and if a chapter is cited, the author
of the chapter is listed first, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks, and then the book's title
and publication information.

Structure and Content of a Works Cited Page

When using the author-date system, the list of sources is typically titled "References" or "Works
Cited." The entries are alphabetized by the author's last name, and the publication year is
prominently placed at the beginning of each entry. The format for books and articles closely mirrors
that of the bibliography, with the primary difference being the placement of the publication year. For
example, a book entry might look like: Smith, John. 2020. Title of Book. City: Publisher.

For journal articles, the entry would appear as: Doe, Jane. 2021. "Article Title." Journal Title 10 (2):
100-120. The goal is always to provide enough information for easy retrieval and consistent
presentation across all entries.

Formatting Political Science Papers According to



Chicago Style

Beyond citation, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for the overall presentation of a
manuscript. Adhering to these standards ensures a professional and polished appearance for political
science research papers, dissertations, and published articles.

Manuscript Preparation Guidelines

A standard Chicago-style manuscript for political science typically includes a title page, abstract (if
required), table of contents, the main body of the text, notes (if using the notes-bibliography system),
and a bibliography or reference list. The text should be double-spaced, with generous margins
(usually one inch on all sides). The font should be a standard, readable typeface like Times New
Roman or Arial, with a font size of 12 points. Page numbers should appear consistently, typically in
the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting from the title page (though sometimes the title
page is not numbered numerically).

Paragraphs should be indented at the beginning, and there should be a clear distinction between
paragraphs, usually achieved through indentation rather than extra spacing. Headings and
subheadings should be used judiciously to organize the content and guide the reader through the
argument. Chicago provides specific guidelines for the formatting of these headings to ensure
consistency.

Formatting Tables and Figures

Political science research often involves the use of tables and figures to present data, illustrate
complex relationships, or visualize trends. Chicago style offers specific instructions for their
preparation. Tables should be clearly labeled with a number (e.g., Table 1) and a descriptive title. All
column headings and row labels should be concise and informative. The source of the data should be
clearly indicated, either within the table notes or in a separate caption below the table.

Figures, which include charts, graphs, and illustrations, also require clear numbering and titles.
Captions for figures should be informative and placed directly below the figure. If the figure is not
original work, the source must be properly cited. Consistent formatting of fonts, line weights, and
overall design within tables and figures is essential for clarity and professionalism.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style for
Political Science

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can present challenges for even experienced writers.
Understanding common pitfalls and their solutions can greatly improve accuracy and efficiency.



Dealing with Unconventional Sources

Political science research may involve citing sources that are not standard books or journal articles,
such as government reports, unpublished manuscripts, interviews, archival documents, or online
datasets. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for these less conventional formats.

¢ Government Documents: Treat these as you would books or reports, paying attention to the
issuing agency, title, and publication date. Specific formats exist for legislative documents,
court decisions, and executive orders.

e Interviews: For unpublished interviews, provide the interviewee's name, the context of the
interview (date, location if relevant), and specify that it was an interview.

¢ Archival Materials: These require precise identification, including the collection name, box
number, folder number, and specific document title or description.

¢ Online Resources: For websites, articles accessed online, or datasets, include the author (if
available), title, website name, publication date (if available), and the URL. The accessed date is
also often included for content that may change.

The key to handling these diverse sources is to find the closest analogy within the Chicago style
guidelines and to be as precise and complete as possible in the information provided. When in doubt,
consulting the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or a reputable style guide is
recommended.

Ensuring Consistency in Citations

Inconsistency in the formatting of notes and bibliographical entries is a frequent issue. This can range
from variations in punctuation and capitalization to differences in the order of information. The
solution lies in meticulous attention to detail and the development of a consistent approach from the
outset of writing.

It is advisable to create a template for each type of source you expect to cite early in your research
process. For example, establish a clear format for citing journal articles, books, and edited volumes,
and stick to it. Many word processing programs offer tools to help manage citations, and citation
management software can further assist in maintaining consistency. Regular review of your notes and
bibliography against your chosen Chicago style system is crucial to catch any discrepancies before
submission.

Advanced Formatting and Stylistic Considerations

Beyond the fundamental rules, the Chicago style offers guidance on more nuanced aspects of
academic writing that are particularly relevant to the sophisticated discourse of political science.



Quoting and Paraphrasing Political Theory

When engaging with political theory, direct quotations must be accurate and integrated smoothly into
the text. Short quotations (under five lines of prose) are typically incorporated into the paragraph and
enclosed in quotation marks. Longer quotations (five or more lines) are set off as block quotes,
indented from the left margin, and not enclosed in quotation marks. In both cases, precise citation is
paramount.

Paraphrasing involves restating an author's ideas in your own words. While it doesn't require
guotation marks, it absolutely demands a citation to give credit to the original source and allow
readers to find it. Over-reliance on quoting can weaken an argument; effective paraphrasing
demonstrates a deep understanding of the source material and allows for better integration into your
own analytical framework. Political theory often involves intricate arguments and specific
terminology, making careful paraphrasing and accurate attribution essential.

Using Commas, Hyphens, and Other Punctuation

Chicago style has specific rules for punctuation that contribute to clarity and readability in political
science texts. The serial comma (or Oxford comma) is generally preferred in a series of three or more
items (e.g., "democracy, equality, and liberty"). Hyphenation rules are detailed for compound
adjectives and other constructions to avoid ambiguity.

Understanding how to correctly use em dashes and en dashes, colons, semicolons, and apostrophes
can significantly impact the professional presentation of your work. For instance, em dashes can be
used to set off parenthetical information or to create a more dramatic break than a comma. Precise
punctuation ensures that your nuanced arguments in political science are communicated effectively
and without misinterpretation.

The application of Chicago style for political science is a skill that develops with practice and attention
to detail. By mastering its citation systems, formatting guidelines, and stylistic conventions, political
scientists can produce scholarly work that is not only credible and well-supported but also a pleasure
to read. This commitment to clarity and rigor ultimately strengthens the academic conversation within
the discipline.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style for
political science?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The notes-bibliography system
uses footnotes or endnotes, with full bibliographic information provided in the first note and a
bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (e.g., (Smith
2020, 15)), with a reference list at the end.



Q: Which citation system is more common in political science
journals when using Chicago style?

A: While both systems are used, the author-date system is generally more prevalent in many leading
political science journals, particularly those focusing on empirical and quantitative research. However,
it's crucial to check the specific submission guidelines of the journal or publisher.

Q: How should | cite a government report in Chicago style for
a political science paper?

A: For a government report, you would typically include the name of the issuing agency, the title of
the report (italicized), and the publication information (date, report number if applicable). In the
notes-bibliography system, the full details go into the note and bibliography. In the author-date
system, the agency often acts as the author, followed by the year and title.

Q: Can | use footnotes for extensive commentary or
digressions in my political science paper using Chicago style?

A: Yes, the notes-bibliography system, with its use of footnotes or endnotes, is well-suited for political
science research that requires detailed explanations, tangential discussions, or methodological
elaborations without disrupting the main text's flow.

Q: What is the rule for hyphenating compound adjectives
before a noun in Chicago style for political science?

A: Generally, compound adjectives are hyphenated when they precede the noun they modify and
function as a single conceptual unit (e.g., "a well-researched study"). However, this rule has
exceptions, and consulting the Chicago Manual of Style for specific cases is advisable.

Q: How do | format a block quotation in Chicago style for a
political science paper?

A: Block quotations, typically for five or more lines of text, are set off from the main text by indenting
them from the left margin. They are not enclosed in quotation marks and are usually single-spaced,
with the citation following the final punctuation.

Q: Is the serial comma (Oxford comma) required in Chicago
style for political science writing?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style strongly recommends and generally requires the serial comma in
a series of three or more items to prevent ambiguity.



Q: What should I do if my source has no author listed for a
political science paper written in Chicago style?

A: If a source has no author, begin the citation with the title of the work. In the author-date system,
the title will appear first in the parenthetical citation. In the notes-bibliography system, the title will
begin the note and the bibliography entry.
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