
chicago style for political science
research citation
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
guide for academic writing and publishing. When it comes to political science
research, adhering to a standardized citation style is paramount for academic
integrity, clarity, and credibility. Understanding the nuances of the Chicago
style for political science research citation ensures your work is presented
professionally, allowing readers to easily locate and verify your sources.
This article will delve into the fundamental principles of Chicago style,
covering author-date and notes-bibliography systems, common source types, in-
text citations, and the construction of bibliographies. Mastering these
elements is crucial for any political science scholar aiming to produce
rigorous and well-supported research.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, and both
are applicable to political science research, though one might be more
prevalent depending on the subfield or publisher’s preference. The first is
the Notes-Bibliography system, which relies on footnotes or endnotes for in-
text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The
second is the Author-Date system, which uses parenthetical in-text citations
and a reference list. Political science scholars often find the Notes-
Bibliography system beneficial for its ability to incorporate extensive
explanatory notes alongside citations, while the Author-Date system can be
more concise for fields that prioritize brevity in their referencing.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific
requirements of the journal, publisher, or academic department. Some
political science journals explicitly prefer one system over the other.
Therefore, it is crucial to consult any style guidelines provided by your
intended publication or institution before commencing your writing.



Regardless of the chosen system, consistency in application is key to
maintaining a professional and scholarly presentation of your research.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Political
Science
The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript
numbers within the text that correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of
the page or endnotes collected at the end of the document. This system is
particularly useful in political science research because it allows for the
inclusion of tangential information, elaborations on arguments, or
supplementary data without disrupting the flow of the main text. Each note
contains the full bibliographic information for the first citation of a
source, and subsequent citations to the same source are typically shortened.

Following the main body of the text, a bibliography is presented. This
bibliography lists all the sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by the
author's last name. The bibliography provides a complete overview of the
research conducted, enabling readers to easily identify and locate the
materials used. For political science, this can include a diverse range of
sources, from theoretical texts and empirical studies to primary documents
and journalistic accounts.

Components of Notes and Bibliography Entries
In the Notes-Bibliography system, both notes and bibliography entries aim to
provide sufficient information for a reader to find the source. The primary
difference lies in the order of elements and punctuation. A typical note
entry for a book, for instance, might look like this: Author Last Name,
Author First Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page Number.

The corresponding bibliography entry for the same book would rearrange these
elements and use different punctuation: Author Last Name, Author First Name.
Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Similarly, journal articles and other sources have specific formatting
conventions for both notes and bibliography entries, ensuring clarity and
consistency.

The Author-Date System in Political Science
The Author-Date system, also known as parenthetical referencing, offers a
more streamlined approach to in-text citation. Instead of superscripts, brief
citations are embedded directly within the text, typically in parentheses,
and include the author's last name and the year of publication. If a specific
page number is relevant, it is also included.



This system is often preferred in scientific and social science disciplines
where conciseness is valued. For political science research, it can be
particularly effective in studies that involve extensive citation of
empirical data or quantitative analyses, where the focus is on the evidence
and its origin rather than extensive discursive notes.

Formatting Author-Date In-Text Citations
An in-text citation in the Author-Date system typically appears in
parentheses at the end of a sentence or clause, or sometimes within the
sentence if the author's name is not part of the narrative. For example, a
direct quote would be cited as (Smith 2020, 45), and a general reference to
an idea might be (Johnson 2019). When referring to a work by multiple
authors, specific rules apply, such as using "et al." after the first
author's name if there are three or more authors.

The corresponding list of sources at the end of the paper is titled
"Reference List" (or sometimes "Works Cited" in other styles, but Chicago
prefers "Reference List" for Author-Date). Each entry in the Reference List
includes full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text,
alphabetized by author's last name. This ensures that readers can easily
locate the complete source information for every citation within the paper.

Key Elements of Chicago Style Citations for
Political Science
Regardless of the chosen system, certain core elements are fundamental to all
Chicago style citations in political science. These include accurate author
attribution, precise title information, publication details (publisher, year,
journal name, volume, issue), and location identifiers (page numbers, URLs,
DOIs). The consistent and accurate application of these elements is what
grants your research credibility and allows others to trace your intellectual
lineage.

For political science, the accuracy of these elements is particularly
critical when dealing with complex governmental reports, legislative
documents, or specialized academic journals. Small errors can lead to
significant confusion or misidentification of sources, undermining the rigor
of your research. Pay close attention to capitalization, punctuation, and the
order of elements as prescribed by the Chicago Manual of Style.

Author Names and Titles
Author names must be presented consistently. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, notes use the format "First Name Last Name," while the bibliography
uses "Last Name, First Name." For titles, italics are used for the main
titles of books and journals, while quotation marks are used for titles of



articles, chapters, and essays. This distinction is crucial for clarity and
adheres to standard bibliographic conventions.

When citing works with multiple authors or editors, specific rules apply. For
the Notes-Bibliography system, notes generally list all authors up to a
certain number (often three or four), after which "et al." is used. The
bibliography may list all authors or use "et al." depending on the number of
authors and specific guidelines. Understanding these nuances ensures accurate
representation of authorship.

Citing Books in Chicago Style for Political
Science
Books are foundational sources in political science, covering everything from
seminal theoretical works to empirical analyses of political systems.
Correctly citing them in Chicago style is essential. For the Notes-
Bibliography system, a note for a book would typically include the author’s
full name, the book’s title in italics, publication information (place,
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

A bibliography entry for a book in the Notes-Bibliography system would list
the author’s last name first, followed by their first name, the italicized
title, and then the publication details, but generally without specific page
numbers unless it's a very short work or a specific edition. For the Author-
Date system, the in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, Page
Number), and the reference list entry would follow a similar structure to the
bibliography entry in the Notes-Bibliography system but with the year placed
immediately after the author's name.

Books with Multiple Authors or Editors
When a book has more than two authors, the Notes-Bibliography system in notes
typically lists the first author followed by "et al." If there are two
authors, both are listed in the note. In the bibliography, if there are up to
three authors, all are listed. For more than three authors, the bibliography
entry lists the first author followed by "et al." The Author-Date system
follows similar principles for its in-text citations and reference list
entries.

Edited volumes also have specific citation formats. In notes, the editor is
often identified as "edited by," and in the bibliography, it's typically
"Editor Last Name, First Name, ed(s.)." followed by the book title and
publication details. This ensures that credit is given appropriately to both
editors and authors of individual chapters within a collection.



Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style for
Political Science
Journal articles are a cornerstone of contemporary political science
research, presenting the latest findings and theoretical debates. Proper
citation of these articles is critical for academic integrity. In the Notes-
Bibliography system, a note for a journal article would include the author’s
full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in
italics, the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the
specific page range of the article, followed by the page number(s) being
cited.

The corresponding bibliography entry omits the specific page numbers of the
cited section of the article but retains the full page range of the article.
For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Author Last Name
Year, Page Number), and the reference list entry would mirror the
bibliography entry in the Notes-Bibliography system, with the year following
the author's name.

Articles from Online Databases and Websites
Citing journal articles accessed online requires additional information, such
as the database name or the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available. For
articles found on websites or in online repositories, a URL is typically
included. When citing online resources, it's important to note the access
date, especially if the content is likely to change over time. This helps
readers verify the information you used.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes providing enough information for
retrieval. Therefore, including DOIs or stable URLs is highly recommended. If
an article has both a print and an online version, Chicago generally prefers
citing the online version if it is readily accessible and complete, noting
the DOI or URL. For political science, this is increasingly common as much
scholarly work is now published and accessed digitally.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago
Style for Political Science
The digital age has expanded the scope of research sources considerably, and
Chicago style provides clear guidelines for citing websites and various
online materials. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note for a website
would typically include the author or organizational author, the title of the
specific page or document in quotation marks, the website’s name in italics,
and the URL, along with the access date.

The corresponding bibliography entry for a website is similar but often omits
the access date unless the content is considered ephemeral. For the Author-
Date system, in-text citations would follow the author-date format, and the



reference list would include the author, title, website name, and URL, and
potentially the access date. This ensures that even less formal online
resources are properly credited and locatable.

Government Documents and Reports
Government documents and reports are vital resources in political science,
offering official data, policy analyses, and legislative histories. Chicago
style has specific formats for these. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a
note for a government document typically includes the authoring government
agency, the title of the document, the publication information, and the
relevant page numbers.

The bibliography entry follows a similar structure. When citing legislative
acts or court cases, specific formats are often employed, which can vary
slightly but generally aim for clarity and discoverability. For the Author-
Date system, the in-text citation would refer to the authoring agency or the
report title and year, and the reference list would provide the full
bibliographic details.

Formatting In-Text Citations in Chicago Style
The formatting of in-text citations is a critical aspect of Chicago style,
differentiating the Notes-Bibliography system from the Author-Date system. In
the Notes-Bibliography system, superscripts are placed immediately after the
relevant text, usually at the end of a sentence or clause, without a space
between the text and the superscript number. These numbers correspond
sequentially to the footnotes or endnotes.

In the Author-Date system, citations are typically enclosed in parentheses,
including the author's last name and the year of publication. If a direct
quote is used, the page number is also included. For instance, (Smith 2020,
45). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and page
number are needed in parentheses: Smith (2020) argues that... (45).
Consistency in applying these formatting rules is paramount.

Handling Quotations and Paraphrases
When using direct quotations, Chicago style requires the quotation to be
enclosed in quotation marks (or set off as a block quote if longer than four
lines) and followed by the citation indicating the source and page number.
For paraphrased ideas or summaries of information from a source, a citation
is still required, but it typically only needs the author and year (or note
number). However, including the page number for paraphrased material is often
good practice, especially if the idea is very specific or could be easily
misconstrued.

The purpose of in-text citations is to give credit to the original author and
to direct the reader to the full source information. Whether you are quoting



directly or paraphrasing, accurate and complete in-text citations are
essential for avoiding plagiarism and maintaining scholarly integrity.

Crafting the Bibliography or Reference List
The bibliography or reference list is the final compilation of all sources
cited in your political science research. In the Notes-Bibliography system,
this list is called a bibliography and is alphabetized by the author’s last
name. Each entry provides the full publication details of the source,
allowing readers to locate and consult the original material. The formatting
of each entry must precisely follow Chicago style conventions for the
specific source type.

For the Author-Date system, the list is typically titled "Reference List" and
serves the same purpose. The entries are also alphabetized by author's last
name, and the year of publication is prominently placed after the author's
name. A well-constructed bibliography or reference list is a hallmark of
thorough scholarship and is indispensable for the credibility of your
political science work.

Alphabetization and Formatting Details
Alphabetization in both the bibliography and reference list is based on the
author’s last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title. For multiple works by the same author,
they are arranged chronologically by publication date, with the earliest work
listed first. Within each entry, punctuation, capitalization, and the order
of elements are crucial. For example, book titles are italicized, and article
titles are in quotation marks.

Pay meticulous attention to these details. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides detailed examples for a vast array of source types, from classic
academic books and journal articles to less conventional sources like
interviews, dissertations, and multimedia. Consulting these examples directly
is the most reliable way to ensure accuracy.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Style for Political Science
One of the most frequent pitfalls in employing Chicago style for political
science research is inconsistency. Scholars might inadvertently switch
between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, or within a single
system, fail to apply formatting rules uniformly across different source
types. Another common error is incorrect punctuation, such as misplacing
commas, periods, or quotation marks, which can alter the meaning or clarity
of a citation.

A key best practice is to maintain a digital reference management tool.



Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help organize your sources and
generate citations and bibliographies in Chicago style, significantly
reducing the risk of errors. Furthermore, always refer to the latest edition
of The Chicago Manual of Style or consult your institution's specific
guidelines for the most current and accurate information.

Proofreading and Verification
Thorough proofreading is non-negotiable when it comes to citations. Read
through your in-text citations and your bibliography or reference list
multiple times, comparing them against your sources. Verify that every source
cited in the text appears in the list and that every entry in the list
corresponds to a citation in the text. Double-check author names, titles,
publication dates, and page numbers for absolute accuracy.

When in doubt, consult the Chicago Manual of Style directly. It is the
definitive authority on its own style. Familiarizing yourself with its
structure and search functions will make it an invaluable resource throughout
your academic career. By diligently applying these practices, you will ensure
your political science research is both accurate and professionally
presented.

Conclusion: Upholding Scholarly Standards with
Chicago Style
The Chicago style for political science research citation, whether employing
the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, is more than just a set of
rules; it is a framework for transparent and rigorous scholarship. By
mastering its intricacies, political scientists demonstrate a commitment to
academic integrity, allowing readers to trace the origins of ideas and verify
findings with confidence. The precision required in Chicago style citations
enhances the clarity and credibility of research, fostering a more robust
intellectual discourse within the field.

Adhering to Chicago style ensures that your contributions to political
science are presented in a professional and universally understood manner.
This meticulous attention to detail is a hallmark of scholarly excellence and
is essential for effective communication within the academic community and
beyond. As you navigate your research journey, consistently applying Chicago
style will serve as a foundation for impactful and respected work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-



Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style for political science research?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers that correspond to
footnotes or endnotes, often allowing for more discursive commentary. The
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations within the text, typically
including the author's last name and the year of publication, which is
generally more concise. Both systems conclude with a comprehensive list of
cited sources, but the Notes-Bibliography system calls it a bibliography and
the Author-Date system calls it a reference list.

Q: When should I use the Notes-Bibliography system
versus the Author-Date system for my political
science paper?
A: The choice often depends on the specific requirements of your professor,
department, or the journal to which you are submitting your work.
Historically, the Notes-Bibliography system has been more common in
humanities and some social sciences, while the Author-Date system is
prevalent in many scientific and social science disciplines, including some
areas of political science. Consult your style guide or instructor for their
preference.

Q: How do I cite a book published by a government
agency in Chicago style for political science
research?
A: For a government document or report in the Notes-Bibliography system, you
would typically start with the name of the government agency as the author.
Follow this with the title of the document in italics, and then the
publication details, including the place of publication (if available), the
issuing agency if not already the author, and the year. For the Author-Date
system, the reference list entry would follow a similar structure, with the
year placed after the authoring agency.

Q: What is the correct way to format a journal
article citation when it has a DOI in Chicago style?
A: When a journal article has a DOI, it should always be included in the
citation for both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems. In a note
or bibliography entry, the DOI is typically presented as a URL at the end of
the citation. For example, it might look like: Author Last Name, First Name.
"Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range.
https://doi.org/xxxx. The Author-Date system's reference list entry would
also include the DOI in a similar format.



Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same
author in my Chicago style political science paper?
A: In both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, when listing
multiple works by the same author, arrange them chronologically by
publication year, with the earliest work appearing first. In the bibliography
or reference list, when you have two or more works by the same author, you
can replace the author's name with an em dash (—) after the first entry to
indicate that it is the same author.

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations in my
Chicago style citations for political science?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally discourages the use of abbreviations
in citations unless they are standard and widely understood, such as "vol."
for volume, "no." for number, "p." for page, and "eds." for editors. However,
specific journals or publishers might have their own guidelines regarding
abbreviations. It's best to check these guidelines. For foreign language
titles or place names, check CMOS for acceptable abbreviations.

Q: What is the best practice for citing online
articles from news websites in Chicago style?
A: For online news articles, the Chicago style generally requires the
author's name (if available), the title of the article in quotation marks,
the name of the website in italics, and the URL. It's also recommended to
include the date the article was published and, if the content is likely to
change, the access date. For the Notes-Bibliography system, this would appear
in a note and a bibliography entry. For the Author-Date system, it would be
in-text and in the reference list.
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