
chicago style for linguistics chapter

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely recognized and respected style guide, and

understanding its application to academic writing, particularly for a linguistics chapter, is crucial for

clarity, consistency, and credibility. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of

employing Chicago style specifically for a linguistics chapter, covering everything from citation methods

to formatting nuances. We will explore the fundamental principles of Chicago style, its two primary

citation systems, and how to effectively apply them to the unique demands of linguistic research,

including the representation of phonetic symbols, data, and theoretical arguments. Mastering these

elements ensures your scholarly work adheres to professional standards and effectively communicates

complex linguistic concepts.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Linguistics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive guide to stylistic conventions in writing and

publishing. For a linguistics chapter, adhering to CMOS ensures that your research is presented with

academic rigor and professional polish. It provides a framework for consistent citation, clear prose, and

accurate representation of linguistic phenomena. The manual covers a vast array of topics, from

grammar and punctuation to manuscript preparation and digital publishing, making it an invaluable

resource for any scholar. Its adaptability allows it to accommodate the specialized needs of various



disciplines, including linguistics, where precise notation and data presentation are paramount.

When writing a linguistics chapter, the primary concern is often the clear and unambiguous

communication of complex ideas and evidence. Chicago style offers detailed guidelines that help

achieve this. This includes how to handle specialized terminology, how to cite sources that might

contain intricate theoretical discussions or empirical data, and how to format your manuscript for

submission. The goal is to create a document that is not only informative but also accessible to both

specialists and a broader academic audience.

The Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two distinct systems for citing sources: the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and

the Author-Date system. The choice between these often depends on the specific requirements of the

publisher, journal, or academic department. For a linguistics chapter, both systems can be effectively

implemented, but understanding their differences is key to making the correct choice and applying it

consistently.

The Notes-Bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines, including fields that engage

with historical linguistics or theoretical frameworks that draw heavily on past scholarship. In this

system, all source information is provided in notes (footnotes or endnotes) and a bibliography at the

end of the document. This method can be particularly useful in linguistics for providing extensive

background information or elaborating on theoretical points without disrupting the flow of the main text.

The Author-Date system, on the other hand, is more common in the social sciences and some

scientific fields. It uses parenthetical citations within the text, followed by a reference list at the end.

This system is often preferred for its conciseness and directness, allowing readers to quickly identify

the source of information. For linguistics chapters focused on empirical research or quantitative

analysis, this system can be highly efficient.

Applying Chicago Style to Linguistic Data and Examples

One of the most distinctive aspects of writing a linguistics chapter is the need to present linguistic data



and examples accurately. This includes phonetic transcriptions, grammatical examples, and potentially

statistical data from experiments. Chicago style provides guidance on how to integrate these elements

smoothly and correctly.

Phonetic and Phonological Representations

Linguistics frequently employs the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and other specialized

notations to represent sounds and phonological features. CMOS offers guidance on italicizing or

quoting such elements, but the specific conventions for linguistic notation often take precedence. It is

crucial to maintain consistency in the chosen transcription system (e.g., IPA) and to ensure all symbols

are rendered correctly. If a specific font is required for IPA characters, this should be clarified with the

publisher.

For example, a sentence might read: "The word 'cat' is transcribed phonetically as /kæt/." Here, the

IPA transcription is enclosed in forward slashes, a common convention in phonology. CMOS advises

on how to format such citations and examples within the broader context of the sentence.

Grammatical Examples and Glosses

When presenting grammatical examples, it is standard practice to provide the original phrase or

sentence, followed by a literal translation (interlinear gloss) and then a free translation. Chicago style

generally permits the use of italics for foreign language examples, and specific formatting for glosses is

often dictated by discipline-specific conventions rather than CMOS itself. Ensure that the glosses are

clearly distinguished from the main text and that abbreviations used in glosses are defined.

For instance, an example might appear as:

The Spanish phrase mi casa (my house) demonstrates a possessive construction.

If an interlinear gloss were required, it might look like:

mi casa

my house

my house

CMOS provides a framework for embedding such structures within paragraphs, ensuring they are



visually distinct and easy to follow.

Data Tables and Figures

When presenting empirical data, tables and figures are often essential. Chicago style offers detailed

instructions on how to number tables and figures, provide clear titles, and format captions. It

emphasizes consistency in design and labeling. For linguistics, this might include tables of word

frequencies, data from corpus analysis, or results from experimental studies. Each table and figure

should be clearly referenced in the text, and it's important to ensure that all visual elements are legible

and accurately represent the data.

Formatting Citations in the Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is a hallmark of Chicago style, relying on superscript numbers in the

text to refer to notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the chapter (endnotes). The

bibliography at the end of the entire work then lists all cited sources alphabetically.

In-Text Citations

In the NB system, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed directly after the relevant word, phrase, or

sentence that requires citation. This numeral corresponds to a numbered note. For linguistics chapters,

this means that any claim, data point, or theoretical assertion drawn from another source must be

footnoted.

Footnotes and Endnotes

The notes themselves contain the full bibliographic information for the source. The first time a source

is cited, the note includes complete details (author, title, publication information). Subsequent citations

of the same source can be shortened, typically using the author's last name and a page number.

For a linguistics article, a note might look like:



Noam Chomsky, Syntactic Structures (The Hague: Mouton, 1957), 15.1.

William Labov, "The Social Stratification of Sound in New York City," in Sociolinguistic Patterns2.

(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1972), 61.

The key here is precision. Ensure author names, titles (italicized for books, in quotation marks for

articles), publication details, and page numbers are accurate. For linguistic works, this might extend to

citing specific sections discussing particular theoretical concepts or data sets.

The Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all works cited in the notes. The format for each entry mirrors

the first note for that source but is arranged for ease of scanning. Author's last name comes first,

followed by the title, and then publication details.

A typical bibliography entry for a linguistics book:

Chomsky, Noam. Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton, 1957.

Labov, William. Sociolinguistic Patterns. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1972.

Formatting Citations in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, as implemented by Chicago style, provides a more concise in-text citation

method. This is particularly useful in disciplines where frequent referencing is necessary and the

author wants to minimize disruption to the reading flow.

In-Text Citations

In this system, citations appear parenthetically within the text, typically including the author's last name,



the year of publication, and a page number if a specific part of the source is being referenced. For

instance, a sentence might conclude with (Chomsky 1957, 15).

This parenthetical citation directly links the reader to the corresponding entry in the reference list.

When citing multiple sources that support a single point, they are listed within the same parentheses,

separated by semicolons: (Labov 1972; Hockett 1958).

The Reference List

The reference list, appearing at the end of the chapter or document, contains full bibliographic

information for all sources cited in the text. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last

name. The format for entries is similar to the NB system's bibliography, but the date of publication is

placed immediately after the author's name.

A typical reference list entry in the Author-Date system:

Chomsky, Noam. 1957. Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton.

Labov, William. 1972. "The Social Stratification of Sound in New York City." In Sociolinguistic

Patterns, 17–92. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Note the placement of the year and the inclusion of page ranges for articles within edited volumes.

Consistency is paramount; ensure every source cited in the text has a corresponding entry in the

reference list, and vice versa.

Common Challenges in Chicago Style for Linguistics

While Chicago style is comprehensive, certain aspects of linguistic writing can present unique

challenges. Recognizing these potential pitfalls allows for proactive application of the style guide's

principles.



Handling Specialized Terminology and Concepts

Linguistics is replete with jargon and highly specific theoretical terms. While CMOS provides general

guidance on defining terms and using italics, the precise introduction and explanation of linguistic

concepts should be guided by clarity and disciplinary norms. Ensure that definitions are provided for

terms unfamiliar to a general academic audience, and that established linguistic terminology is used

correctly.

Citing Software and Corpora

Modern linguistic research often relies on specialized software and large linguistic corpora. Citing these

resources can be tricky. CMOS provides general guidelines for citing software and electronic

resources. For corpora, it's important to identify the corpus name, version (if applicable), the entity that

maintains it, and the date of access. If specific data extraction procedures were used, these might also

need to be documented, perhaps in a note or a methods section.

Representing Dialectal Variation and Non-Standard Language

When discussing dialectal variation or presenting examples of non-standard language, careful

consideration must be given to representation. This includes deciding whether to use standard

orthography, IPA, or a modified orthography to capture specific phonetic features. Consistency in the

chosen method, along with clear explanations, is vital. Chicago style generally defers to disciplinary

conventions for such specialized representations, emphasizing accuracy and clarity.

Managing Extensive Data Sets

Linguistics chapters may include extensive tables of phonetic data, grammatical analyses, or

experimental results. Chicago style offers robust guidance on formatting tables and figures, but authors

must ensure that these are not only well-formatted but also well-integrated into the narrative. Each

table or figure should be introduced and explained in the text, and its relevance to the chapter's

arguments should be explicit.



Finalizing Your Chicago Style Linguistics Chapter

The final stages of preparing a linguistics chapter in Chicago style involve meticulous proofreading and

review. Ensure that all citations, both in-text and in notes or the reference list, are perfectly consistent

with the chosen system. Double-check that all superscripts in the NB system are correctly placed and

correspond to the appropriate notes.

Verify that all linguistic examples, phonetic transcriptions, and data representations are accurate and

have been formatted according to the guidelines established within the chapter and, where applicable,

by the publisher. The clarity and integrity of your linguistic evidence are paramount, and correct

formatting in Chicago style significantly enhances this. A thorough review of the entire manuscript for

adherence to all CMOS rules, as well as internal consistency, will ensure a polished and professional

final product.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and

Author-Date systems in Chicago style for linguistics?

A: The main difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system

uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text

citations (Author Year, Page). Both systems are followed by a comprehensive bibliography or

reference list at the end.

Q: How should I cite IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet)

transcriptions in a Chicago style linguistics chapter?

A: Chicago style generally defers to disciplinary conventions for specialized notations like IPA. While

CMOS provides general rules for formatting text and distinguishing elements, you should use

consistent and standard IPA notation, typically enclosed in forward slashes for phonemic and square



brackets for phonetic transcription. Ensure these are rendered correctly and consistently throughout

your chapter.

Q: What is the best way to format interlinear glosses for linguistic

examples in Chicago style?

A: Chicago style doesn't dictate a specific format for interlinear glosses, as this is a strong disciplinary

convention. Typically, glosses are presented directly below the original language example, line by line,

with abbreviations clearly defined. Ensure they are visually distinct from the main text and consistently

formatted.

Q: Should I italicize linguistic terms or foreign words in a Chicago style

linguistics chapter?

A: Yes, generally, foreign words not yet assimilated into English should be italicized, as well as

linguistic terms used in a technical sense. However, for highly technical terms within linguistics,

consistency and clarity are key. CMOS advises italicizing the first instance of a foreign word or

technical term when introducing it, and then using standard text for subsequent occurrences unless

ambiguity arises.

Q: How do I cite linguistic software or corpora using Chicago style?

A: For software, follow CMOS guidelines for citing software, including the name of the software,

version number, developer, and year. For corpora, identify the corpus by name, mention its version if

applicable, note the institution or entity that maintains it, and provide the date of access. If specific

data extraction methods were employed, these might also need to be detailed.



Q: Can I use a mix of the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems

in a single linguistics chapter?

A: No, you must choose one system and use it exclusively throughout your entire linguistics chapter.

Consistency is a fundamental principle of any style guide, and mixing systems will lead to confusion

and a lack of scholarly rigor.

Q: What are the key elements of a bibliography entry for a linguistics

book in Chicago style (Notes-Bibliography system)?

A: A bibliography entry typically includes the author's full name (last name first), the full title of the

book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For example:

Chomsky, Noam. Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton, 1957.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations of articles within edited

volumes for a linguistics chapter?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the footnote or endnote would include the author of the article,

the title of the article (in quotation marks), the title of the edited volume (italicized), the editor(s), and

publication details. In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry follows a similar structure with

the date immediately after the author's name. For example: Labov, William. "The Social Stratification of

Sound in New York City." In Sociolinguistic Patterns, 17–92. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania

Press, 1972.
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