
chicago style for linguistic research
methods
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a foundational resource for academic writing, and its
application to linguistic research methods is crucial for clarity, consistency, and scholarly
rigor. This guide will explore the essential components of employing Chicago style for
linguistic research, covering citation practices, manuscript preparation, and common
conventions within the field. Understanding how to properly cite sources, format data, and
present findings according to CMOS ensures that linguistic research is communicated
effectively to a broad academic audience. We will delve into the nuances of in-text
citations, the comprehensive bibliography, and specific formatting guidelines relevant to
phonetic transcription, grammatical examples, and discourse analysis. Mastery of these
elements is paramount for any researcher aiming to publish their work in linguistics.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Linguistics
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for academic
writing, and its principles are highly adaptable to the specialized needs of linguistic
research methods. While CMOS itself may not detail every single linguistic convention, its
core tenets regarding citation, formatting, and clarity serve as an indispensable guide.
Linguistic researchers often grapple with presenting complex data, including phonetic
transcriptions, grammatical judgments, and discourse segments, in a manner that is both
accurate and accessible. Adhering to a standardized style guide like Chicago ensures that
these intricate details are presented consistently, thereby enhancing the overall readability
and credibility of the research.

The strength of Chicago style lies in its flexibility and its robust system for managing
sources. For linguistic studies, this means not only citing scholarly articles and books but
also potentially referring to linguistic corpora, archival materials, or even specific software
used in data analysis. The manual's emphasis on clear and logical organization within the
text and in the bibliography is particularly beneficial when dealing with extensive
bibliographies common in established fields of linguistic inquiry.



Citation Practices in Linguistic Research
Proper citation is a cornerstone of any scholarly discipline, and linguistic research is no
exception. The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For many linguistic publications, especially those in
journals, the Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent, allowing for detailed explanatory
notes and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is
advantageous for linguistics as it permits the inclusion of supplementary information, such
as detailed phonetic explanations or justifications for analytical choices, without disrupting
the main text's flow.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Linguistic Sources
In the Notes-Bibliography system, citations are typically made through endnotes or
footnotes. For linguistic research, these notes can be used to cite the source of a specific
example, theory, or definition. For instance, a note might direct the reader to a specific
page in a seminal work on phonology or syntax. The bibliography, on the other hand,
provides a complete alphabetical list of all sources consulted, offering full bibliographic
details for each entry. This dual approach provides both immediate source identification
and a comprehensive overview of the research landscape.

When citing linguistic works, researchers must pay close attention to the specific details
required by CMOS. This includes accurately recording author names, titles of books and
articles, publication dates, journal volume and issue numbers, and page ranges. Special
attention is given to the formatting of journal titles, book titles, and articles within them to
ensure consistency. For example, a journal article would be listed with the article title in
quotation marks and the journal title in italics.

The Author-Date System in Linguistic Contexts
While less common in traditional linguistics journals than the Notes-Bibliography system,
the Author-Date system is also supported by Chicago style. This system places author and
date information directly within the text, usually in parentheses, such as (Chomsky 1957). A
corresponding reference list at the end of the article provides full bibliographic details. This
method is often favored in fields that rely heavily on empirical data and experimental
results, where the temporal aspect of research can be particularly important. For linguistic
researchers who integrate quantitative methods or experimental design, the Author-Date
system might offer a more streamlined approach to in-text referencing.

Handling Linguistic Corpora and Datasets
Citing linguistic corpora and datasets requires careful consideration. These are often
treated as published works or specific resources. CMOS guidelines can be adapted to
include information such as the corpus name, its creators or editors, the version or date of
access, and the URL or archive location. For example, a citation might appear as: "The
analysis of negation in casual conversation was informed by the Switchboard Corpus
(Godfrey and Holliman 1997)." The corresponding bibliography entry would provide the full
details of the corpus's accessibility.



Formatting Linguistic Data and Examples
One of the most distinctive aspects of linguistic research is the presentation of specialized
data. Chicago style offers guidance on how to format these elements to ensure clarity and
professionalism. This includes phonetic transcriptions, grammatical examples, and
segments of discourse.

Phonetic and Phonological Notation
Linguistic research often employs the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for precise
representation of speech sounds. CMOS generally defers to established conventions within
specialized fields. For IPA, the standard practice is to enclose transcriptions in square
brackets for narrow phonetic transcription and in slashes for broad phonemic transcription.
Researchers should ensure consistent use of IPA symbols and adhere to the latest
standards published by the International Phonetic Association. It is also good practice to
provide a brief explanation or key to less common symbols if the audience might not be
familiar with them.

When presenting phonological rules or processes, it is essential to use clear and
unambiguous notation. This often involves arrows, curly braces, and other symbols to
represent changes or relationships between sounds. For example, a rule might be
represented as /p/ -> [f] / _ V, where the arrow indicates a change and the vertical bar
followed by a V signifies the context in which the change occurs (e.g., before a vowel).
Consistency in applying these notational conventions is key.

Grammatical Examples and Glossing
Grammatical examples, whether illustrating syntactic structures, morphological processes,
or semantic distinctions, must be presented clearly. Typically, examples are set apart from
the main text, often in italics or as a distinct block of text. If the language of the example is
not English, or if it contains grammatical information being highlighted, it is standard
practice to provide a gloss. A gloss is a line-by-line translation or explanation of the
morphemes and grammatical features of the example.

CMOS recommends a standardized format for glossing. This usually involves three lines: the
original example, a morpheme-by-morpheme gloss, and a free translation. For instance:

Example:

Dora-ko

Dog-ERG

The dog

The abbreviations used in the gloss should be explained in a key or legend, often
found in an appendix or at the beginning of the relevant section. Consistency in
glossing abbreviations (e.g., ERG for ergative, NOM for nominative, PL for plural) is
crucial for reader comprehension.



Presenting Discourse and Conversational Data

When analyzing spoken discourse, conversations, or interviews, researchers often
present transcriptions of the speech. CMOS suggests guidelines for presenting such
data that prioritize readability. This can involve using indentation, specific
punctuation, and clear speaker attribution. For example, a conversation might be laid
out with each speaker’s turn clearly marked:

ANNA: I’m not sure about that.

BEN: Well, I think it’s important to consider all the angles.

Specific features of the speech, such as pauses, overlaps, or non-verbal cues, can be
indicated using established transcription conventions, often detailed in specialized
works on discourse analysis or conversation analysis, and then cited appropriately.

Manuscript Preparation Guidelines

Beyond citations and data formatting, Chicago style offers broad principles for
manuscript preparation that enhance the overall professionalism and readability of
linguistic research. These guidelines pertain to aspects like structure, typography, and
the use of supplementary materials.

Structure and Organization of Linguistic Papers

A well-structured paper is essential for presenting complex linguistic arguments.
CMOS emphasizes logical flow and clear signposting. A typical structure for a linguistic
research paper includes an introduction that outlines the research question and
thesis, a literature review that situates the work within existing scholarship, a
methodology section detailing the data and analytical approach, results or analysis
sections, and a discussion or conclusion. Headings and subheadings, formatted
according to CMOS, are vital for breaking down the text into manageable sections and
guiding the reader through the argument. The consistent use of title case or sentence
case for headings, as specified by CMOS, should be maintained throughout.

Typography and Proofreading

The choice of font, line spacing, and margins all contribute to the visual appeal and
readability of a manuscript. While CMOS offers general recommendations, adherence



to specific journal submission guidelines is paramount. For linguistic work, consistent
use of italics for foreign words (unless they have become fully assimilated into
English) and for emphasis is standard. Special attention should be paid to
proofreading, especially for errors in phonetic transcription, grammatical symbols, or
citation details, as these can significantly undermine the credibility of the research.

Use of Tables, Figures, and Appendices

Tables and figures are frequently used in linguistic research to present data
summaries, statistical results, or illustrative examples. CMOS provides guidelines on
how to number these elements sequentially, provide clear titles and captions, and
refer to them within the text. Appendices are useful for including extensive data sets,
lengthy transcriptions, or questionnaires that would disrupt the main narrative. These
should be clearly labeled and organized, with their content cross-referenced in the
main body of the text.

Common Conventions and Challenges

Linguistic research presents unique challenges in adhering to standardized style
guides. Awareness of these challenges and the ways Chicago style can be adapted is
crucial for researchers.

Interpreting and Adapting CMOS for Specific
Linguistic Subfields

Different subfields within linguistics—such as phonetics, syntax, sociolinguistics, or
historical linguistics—may have their own established conventions for notation and
presentation. CMOS encourages researchers to be aware of and adhere to these field-
specific norms while still maintaining the overarching principles of clarity and
consistency that Chicago style promotes. When in doubt, consulting style guides from
leading journals in the specific subfield can provide additional clarity. The goal is to
blend general academic rigor with specialized disciplinary practices.

Consistency in Terminology and Definitions

Linguistics is a field rich with technical terminology, and the precise use of these
terms is vital. Researchers must ensure that key terms are defined clearly, especially



if they carry different meanings in general English or in other linguistic frameworks.
Consistency in using these terms throughout the manuscript, as advocated by CMOS's
emphasis on clarity and precision, is paramount. If a term is introduced for the first
time, it should be defined, and its usage should remain consistent thereafter.

Handling Multiple Authors and Collaborations

Many linguistic research projects involve collaboration. CMOS provides clear guidance
on how to represent multiple authors in both in-text citations and bibliographical
entries. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first author’s name is inverted in the
bibliography, while subsequent authors are listed in standard order. In-text citations
will typically include all authors up to a certain number (often three), followed by "et
al."

Leveraging Chicago Style for Publication

Ultimately, the rigorous application of Chicago style for linguistic research methods
serves a crucial purpose: facilitating scholarly communication and increasing the
likelihood of successful publication. By adhering to these guidelines, researchers
demonstrate a commitment to clarity, accuracy, and professional presentation. This
attention to detail can significantly influence how a manuscript is received by peer
reviewers and editors.

When preparing a manuscript for submission, researchers should consult the specific
author guidelines of their target journal or publisher. While these often align with
CMOS, they may include minor variations or specific requirements. A meticulously
formatted manuscript that follows a recognized style guide like Chicago is more likely
to be viewed favorably, allowing the intellectual contributions of the research to take
center stage, unencumbered by issues of presentation or citation.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems in
Chicago style for linguistic research?

A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and
a comprehensive bibliography at the end, which is often preferred for detailed



linguistic explanations. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical author and date
citations in the text, followed by a reference list, and is more common in empirically
driven fields.

Q: How should phonetic transcriptions be formatted
according to Chicago style in linguistic research?

A: Chicago style generally defers to established field-specific conventions for phonetic
transcription. This typically means using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and
enclosing narrow transcriptions in square brackets `[]` and broad transcriptions in
slashes `//`. Consistency and accuracy are paramount.

Q: What are the best practices for citing linguistic
corpora in Chicago style?

A: Linguistic corpora can be treated as published works or resources. Citations should
include the corpus name, creators/editors, version, date of access, and URL or archive
location, formatted according to the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system as
appropriate for the context.

Q: How does Chicago style guide the presentation of
grammatical examples with glosses?

A: Chicago style advocates for clarity in presenting grammatical examples. This
usually involves setting the example apart from the text, followed by a morpheme-by-
morpheme gloss and a free translation on subsequent lines. A consistent system of
abbreviations for the gloss should be used and explained.

Q: Is it acceptable to deviate from Chicago style for
specific linguistic notations?

A: Chicago style generally allows for adaptation to established field-specific
conventions, especially for specialized notations like IPA or linguistic symbols,
provided these adaptations are explained and consistently applied throughout the
text.

Q: What role do appendices play in linguistic
research when using Chicago style?



A: Appendices in Chicago style are used for supplementary material that is too
extensive for the main text, such as raw data, detailed transcriptions, or
questionnaires. They should be clearly labeled and referenced in the main body of the
research.

Q: How should titles of journals and books be
formatted in a Chicago style bibliography for
linguistics?

A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, book titles are italicized, and titles of articles within
books or journals are enclosed in quotation marks. Journal titles are also italicized.

Q: When citing multiple authors in linguistic
research using Chicago style, what is the general
rule?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first author’s name is inverted in the
bibliography, and subsequent authors are listed normally. In-text citations typically list
the first author followed by "et al." if there are more than a specified number of
authors (usually three).
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