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Chicago Style for Historical Journal Articles: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for historical journal articles is a cornerstone of academic publishing, ensuring
clarity, consistency, and credibility for scholarly work. Adhering to this widely respected citation and
style system is paramount for historians seeking to have their research recognized and published in
reputable journals. This guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style, covering essential
aspects from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliography formatting and general stylistic
conventions. We will explore the nuances of both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems,
highlighting their application in historical contexts. Furthermore, we will address common
challenges and provide practical advice for navigating the specific demands of historical journal
submissions.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, each suited for different
academic disciplines and publication types. For historical journal articles, the Notes-Bibliography
system is overwhelmingly preferred. This system relies on numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes)
to cite sources within the text, followed by a bibliography that lists all consulted works. The
alternative, the Author-Date system, uses parenthetical author-date citations within the text, which
is more common in sciences and social sciences. Understanding the fundamental differences is the
first step to mastering Chicago style for historical research.

The choice between these two systems is typically dictated by the journal's specific submission
guidelines. While the Author-Date system offers conciseness within the text, the Notes-Bibliography
system provides a more detailed and integrated way to engage with source material, which is often
crucial for historical scholarship that frequently involves detailed contextualization and engagement
with primary sources. Historians often benefit from the ability of footnotes to provide supplementary
information or further commentary without disrupting the flow of the main text.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Depth Exploration



The Notes-Bibliography system is the traditional and most widely used format in the humanities,
including history. Its strength lies in its ability to provide immediate source attribution directly on
the page, allowing readers to seamlessly trace information back to its origin without extensive
interruption. This system comprises two main components: in-text citations presented as numbered
notes (footnotes or endnotes) and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the article.

Each time a source is referenced, a superscript number is placed after the relevant sentence or
clause. This number corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the
article (endnote). The first time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, typically using the author's last name, a
shortened title, and a page number. This ensures that readers can easily identify the source and the
specific location of the referenced material.

Crafting Accurate Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes and endnotes are the heart of the Notes-Bibliography system. They serve not only to cite
sources but also to offer opportunities for brief elaborations, clarifications, or tangential discussions
that might otherwise disrupt the narrative flow. The meticulous construction of these notes is
therefore of utmost importance.

When citing a book for the first time, a footnote or endnote typically includes the author's first and
last names, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s) referenced. For example: 1. Natalie Zemon Davis, The
Return of Martin Guerre (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1983), 45.

Citing journal articles follows a similar pattern, though the elements differ. The author's first and
last names, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
number, the year of publication, and the page range of the article, followed by the specific page
number cited. For instance: 2. Eric Foner, "The Meaning of Freedom in the Age of Emancipation,"
The Journal of American History 91, no. 1 (June 2004): 130, accessed October 26, 2023,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41434578.

Subsequent citations of the same source are significantly shortened. A common format is the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if the title is long), and the page number. For
example: 3. Davis, Return of Martin Guerre, 78. If the author has multiple works cited,
distinguishing them with a shortened title becomes essential.

Building a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography, placed at the end of the article, is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the
notes. It provides a complete overview of the research undertaken and allows readers to easily
locate and consult the original works. The bibliography entries are formatted similarly to the first
note for each source but omit the specific page numbers of quotes and instead provide the full page
range of the work.



For books, the bibliography entry includes the author's last name first, followed by their first name,
the italicized title, place of publication, publisher, and year. For example: Davis, Natalie Zemon. The
Return of Martin Guerre. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1983.

For journal articles, the format is: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range of article. For instance: Foner, Eric. "The Meaning of Freedom
in the Age of Emancipation." The Journal of American History 91, no. 1 (June 2004): 125–49.

It is crucial to maintain strict alphabetical order by the author's last name. If multiple works by the
same author are listed, they are arranged chronologically by publication year, with the earliest
appearing first. Sub-arrangements for authors with the same last name are determined by their first
name.

The Author-Date System: When to Use It

While less common for traditional historical journals, the Author-Date system is occasionally
requested or employed. This system uses parenthetical citations within the text, consisting of the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number. For example: (Davis 1983, 45).

The bibliography in the Author-Date system is also formatted differently. It lists sources
alphabetically by author's last name and includes the publication year immediately after the author's
name. For books: Davis, Natalie Zemon. 1983. The Return of Martin Guerre. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press. For journal articles: Foner, Eric. 2004. "The Meaning of Freedom in the
Age of Emancipation." The Journal of American History 91, no. 1: 125–49.

Historians might encounter this system in journals that bridge historical research with disciplines
that predominantly use Author-Date, such as certain subfields of sociology or political science that
engage with historical data. Always consult the specific journal's author guidelines to determine the
required citation format.

Essential Stylistic Conventions for Historical Journals

Beyond citation, Chicago style encompasses a range of stylistic conventions that contribute to the
clarity, professionalism, and readability of historical journal articles. These include rules for
capitalization, punctuation, numbers, and the use of foreign languages.

Capitalization rules are generally straightforward. Titles of books, articles, and journals are
capitalized according to standard English conventions. Proper nouns, historical periods, and specific
events should also be capitalized appropriately. For instance, "the Renaissance" or "World War II"
are capitalized. Conversely, common nouns within titles, like "of" or "the," are typically lowercased
unless they are the first or last word.

Punctuation requires careful attention. Commas, semicolons, and periods should be used precisely.



Quotation marks are used for direct quotes, with periods and commas typically placed inside the
closing quotation mark. Hyphenation rules for compound adjectives also need to be followed. For
example, "a well-known historian" uses a hyphen.

The presentation of numbers also adheres to specific guidelines. Generally, numbers one through
one hundred are spelled out, while higher numbers are written as numerals. However, there are
exceptions, such as when dealing with dates, measurements, or statistics, where numerals are often
preferred for clarity and consistency. For example, "fifty years" versus "1950."

Foreign Languages and Translations

Historical research frequently involves engaging with primary sources in languages other than
English, or with translated materials. Chicago style provides guidance on how to present these
effectively.

When quoting foreign language material, it is standard practice to provide the original text in a
footnote or endnote, followed by an English translation. The translation can appear in the footnote
itself or in the main text, depending on its length and significance. For shorter quotes, the
translation within the footnote is common. For example: 4. "La loi est l'expression de la volonté
générale." (The law is the expression of the general will.)

If the source is a published translation, cite both the original author and the translator. In the
bibliography, the entry should reflect the translated work. If you are providing your own translation
of an untranslated source, this should be explicitly stated in your notes.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges, and several common pitfalls can detract from the
quality and professionalism of a historical journal article. Awareness of these issues is the first step
toward avoiding them.

One frequent error is inconsistency in citation. This can manifest as variations in how the same type
of source is cited throughout the article, or inconsistent formatting between footnotes and the
bibliography. Meticulously checking every citation against a style guide or a journal's specific
requirements is essential.

Another common mistake is misinterpreting the nuances of when to use a shortened note versus a
full citation. While subsequent citations are typically shortened, there are specific rules regarding
how short they can be, especially when multiple works by the same author are involved. Using the
author's last name, a shortened title, and page number is a safe bet for most subsequent citations.



Incorrect Page Number Referencing

Accurate page number referencing is critical for scholarly credibility. Incorrectly citing page
numbers can lead to confusion and hinder readers' ability to locate the referenced material. This
includes errors in referencing specific quotes versus broader arguments or concepts.

When citing a direct quotation, the footnote or endnote must refer to the exact page number where
the quote appears. For paraphrased ideas or summaries, it is good practice to cite the page range
that covers the relevant discussion, or at least the starting page of the section that contains the
information. However, journal guidelines may specify different practices for paraphrased material.

Inconsistent Formatting of Titles

The formatting of titles, whether for books, articles, or journals, is a detail that often gets overlooked
but is a key indicator of careful scholarship. Inconsistencies in italicization, capitalization, or the use
of quotation marks can make an article appear less polished.

Remember that book titles and journal titles are italicized, while article titles within journals are
enclosed in quotation marks. Proper capitalization of titles, following Chicago's rules for sentence
case versus title case, is also important. Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style or the specific journal's author guidelines for the most accurate and up-to-date rules.

Resources for Further Guidance

While this guide provides a comprehensive overview, the definitive authority on Chicago style is The
Chicago Manual of Style itself. The latest edition is an indispensable resource for any scholar
working with this system. Many university libraries provide access to the online version, which is
searchable and highly convenient.

Furthermore, most academic journals provide specific author guidelines or style sheets on their
websites. These often highlight particular preferences or deviations from the standard CMOS rules
that authors must follow. Thoroughly reviewing these guidelines before submitting an article is a
critical step in the publication process.

Online resources and citation generators can be helpful, but they should always be used with caution
and cross-referenced with official style guides. Relying solely on automated tools can lead to errors,
particularly with more complex or nuanced citations common in historical research. Developing a
strong understanding of the principles behind Chicago style will enable you to confidently apply it to
your work and contribute to the rigorous standards of historical scholarship.

FAQ Section



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended for
historical journal articles when using Chicago style?
A: The primary citation system recommended and most widely used for historical journal articles
under Chicago style is the Notes-Bibliography system. This system utilizes numbered footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations and is followed by a comprehensive bibliography.

Q: How does the Notes-Bibliography system differ from the
Author-Date system in Chicago style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the
text, providing detailed bibliographic information on first use and shortened references thereafter,
culminating in a bibliography. The Author-Date system, conversely, uses parenthetical citations
(Author Year, Page) directly within the text and a bibliography listing sources with the year
immediately following the author's name.

Q: What information is essential for the first footnote citation
of a book in Chicago style?
A: The first footnote citation of a book in Chicago style typically includes the author's full name, the
complete title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication,
and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Q: How should subsequent citations of the same book be
formatted in footnotes or endnotes?
A: Subsequent citations of the same book in Chicago style are shortened. The standard format uses
the author's last name, a shortened version of the book title (if necessary), and the specific page
number(s). For example: Davis, Return of Martin Guerre, 78.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a Chicago style
historical journal article?
A: The bibliography in a Chicago style historical journal article serves to provide an alphabetical list
of all the sources cited within the article's notes. It allows readers to easily locate and consult the
original works referenced by the author.

Q: How are journal articles cited in the bibliography according
to Chicago style?
A: Journal articles in the bibliography are formatted with the author's last name first, followed by
their first name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title italicized, the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the full page range of the article.



Q: When quoting foreign language materials in a historical
journal article, what is the standard practice?
A: When quoting foreign language materials, the standard practice in Chicago style is to provide the
original text in a footnote or endnote, followed by an English translation. The translation can be
included within the footnote itself or placed in the main text if it is extensive.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when using
Chicago style for historical journal articles?
A: Common mistakes include inconsistent citation formatting throughout the article, incorrect use of
shortened versus full note citations, inaccurate page number referencing, and improper formatting
of titles (italics for books/journals, quotation marks for articles).

Q: Where can I find the most authoritative guidance on
Chicago style for historical journal articles?
A: The most authoritative guidance can be found in The Chicago Manual of Style, currently in its
17th edition. Additionally, consulting the specific author guidelines published by the target journal is
crucial, as they may have specific requirements.
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