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The Chicago Style for Footnotes in Linguistics Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for footnotes linguistics paper demands precision and adherence to specific formatting rules,
especially within the nuanced field of linguistics. Understanding these guidelines is crucial for academic
integrity and clear communication of research findings. This article serves as a definitive resource,
exploring the intricacies of Chicago style footnotes as applied to linguistic scholarship. We will delve into
the fundamental components of footnote creation, specific formatting conventions for various linguistic
sources, and best practices for integrating them seamlessly into your research. Mastering these elements
ensures your work is both credible and accessible to the academic community.
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Understanding the Purpose of Footnotes in Linguistics

Footnotes serve a multifaceted role in academic writing, acting as essential tools for attribution, clarification,
and elaboration. In linguistics, where complex theoretical concepts, detailed data analysis, and extensive
bibliographies are common, footnotes become indispensable. They allow researchers to cite sources
meticulously without disrupting the flow of the main text, thereby maintaining the reader's focus on the
core arguments and findings. Furthermore, footnotes provide a space to offer tangential information,
definitions of specialized terminology, or brief historical context that might otherwise clutter the primary
narrative.

Beyond mere citation, footnotes in linguistic papers facilitate scholarly dialogue. By clearly indicating the
origin of ideas, theories, and data, they allow other researchers to verify the information, build upon
existing work, and engage critically with the presented research. This transparency is fundamental to the
scientific process in any discipline, but particularly in linguistics, where the interpretation of subtle
phonetic distinctions, syntactic structures, or semantic nuances can be highly dependent on the foundational
scholarship.



Core Components of a Chicago Style Footnote

A standard Chicago style footnote, regardless of the specific source type, typically includes several key
pieces of information. These components are arranged in a particular order and formatted according to
specific punctuation rules, ensuring consistency and ease of identification for the reader. The primary goal
is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the original source without overwhelming them
with excessive detail within the footnote itself.

Essential Elements

Author(s) name(s)

Title of the work

Publication information (place, publisher, year)

Page number(s) where the information is found

The exact format of each element, particularly the title and publication details, will vary depending on
whether the source is a book, journal article, website, or other medium. However, the fundamental
information remains constant, aiming to provide a complete bibliographic reference for the cited material.

Formatting Footnotes for Linguistic Sources

Linguistics draws upon a diverse array of sources, from foundational theoretical texts and empirical studies
to fieldwork notes and phonetic transcriptions. Chicago style provides specific guidelines for formatting
footnotes for these varied materials, ensuring accuracy and clarity.

Books
When citing a book in a footnote, the author's first name appears before their last name, followed by the
full title in italics. The publication information includes the place of publication, the publisher, and the year
of publication. Finally, the specific page number(s) from which the information is drawn are indicated.

For example:



Noam Chomsky, Syntactic Structures (The Hague: Mouton, 1957), 45.1.

Journal Articles
Citing journal articles requires a slightly different approach. The author's name is presented similarly,
followed by the article title in quotation marks. The journal title is then italicized, followed by the volume
and issue number, the publication year, and the specific page number(s).

For example:

William Labov, "The Social Stratification of English in New York City," Journal of Linguistics 3, no.1.
1 (1966): 215.

Edited Volumes
When citing a chapter from an edited volume, the chapter author's name is followed by the chapter title in
quotation marks. The word "in" precedes the title of the edited volume, which is italicized. The editor(s)
are then listed, followed by the publication information and page numbers for the chapter.

For example:

Sandra A. Thompson, "A Discourse Approach to the Grammar of Relative Clauses," in Grammar in1.
the Construction of the Text, ed. Talmy Givón (Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company,
1983), 135.

Online Resources
Citing online resources requires careful attention to identifying essential elements like the author (if
available), title, website name, publication or last updated date, and the URL. It is also recommended to
include an access date.

For example:

"IPA Chart," International Phonetic Association, accessed October 26, 2023,1.
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/content/ipa-chart.



Special Considerations for Linguistic Data and Examples

Linguistics papers often feature unique elements such as phonetic transcriptions, grammatical examples,
and corpus data. Chicago style offers guidance on how to integrate these elements effectively within the
context of footnotes.

Phonetic and Phonological Examples
When citing phonetic transcriptions or examples that illustrate phonological phenomena, it is important to
clearly identify the source and the specific transcription. If the transcription is your own, you would
generally not need a footnote unless you are referring to a specific dataset or methodology. However, if you
are quoting transcriptions or examples from another linguist's work, proper attribution is essential.

For example, if you are quoting a phonetic transcription from a published work:

Peter Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology: A Practical Course (Cambridge: Cambridge1.
University Press, 2009), 24. [Illustrating the transcription of 'ship' as /ʃɪp/].

Grammatical Examples and Sentences
When presenting grammatical examples or sentences that demonstrate a particular linguistic construction,
and these examples are taken from existing literature, they must be footnoted. The footnote should indicate
the source of the example and potentially the page number where it appears.

For example:

James R. Hurford, The Meaning of Syntax: A Study of the Origins of Grammaticality (Oxford: Oxford1.
University Press, 2007), 78. [Citing example sentence: The dog chased the cat.]

Corpus Data
If you are referencing specific instances or analyses derived from linguistic corpora, your footnote should
accurately identify the corpus and the specific entry or search result if possible. This allows readers to
replicate your findings or explore the data themselves.

For example:

British National Corpus, "Examples of adjective-noun collocations," accessed October 26, 2023,1.



https://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/. [Referring to instances of 'strong tea'].

Differentiating Short and Subsequent Footnotes

Chicago style employs a system of shortened footnotes for subsequent references to the same source, which
helps to maintain conciseness in the main text and footnotes themselves.

First Footnote Reference
The very first time you cite a particular source, you must provide the full bibliographic information, as
detailed in the earlier sections of this guide. This ensures that the reader has complete details to locate the
source readily.

Subsequent Footnote References
For any subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened footnote format is used. This typically includes
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's a book or article with a lengthy title), and the
specific page number(s) being referenced. If the author has multiple works cited, including a shortened
title becomes essential for disambiguation.

For example, following the first footnote for Chomsky's Syntactic Structures:

Chomsky, Syntactic Structures, 78.1.

If multiple works by the same author are cited, the shortened title is crucial. For instance:

Chomsky, Aspects of the Theory of Syntax, 112.1.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnotes in Linguistics

Adhering to Chicago style for footnotes in linguistics involves more than just following the rules; it
requires thoughtful application to enhance the scholarly value of your work.



Consistency is Key
The most vital principle is consistency. Once you choose a specific formatting approach for a type of source
(e.g., how you cite journal articles), apply it uniformly throughout your paper. Inconsistencies can confuse
readers and detract from your professionalism.

Accuracy in Page Numbers
Always cite the precise page number(s) where the information you are referencing can be found. Avoid
citing a general chapter or section unless it is the only way to reference the material, and even then, make
this clear.

Use Footnotes for More Than Just Citations
While attribution is the primary function, don't hesitate to use footnotes for explanatory remarks,
definitions, or brief digressions that would interrupt the flow of your main text. In linguistics, this can be
particularly useful for defining technical terms or providing brief historical context for a theory.

Review and Proofread Meticulously
Before submitting your paper, proofread your footnotes with extreme care. Check for correct punctuation,
capitalization, italicization, and accurate author and title information. Errors in footnotes can undermine the
credibility of your entire paper.

Consult the Chicago Manual of Style
For the most authoritative guidance, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. It
offers comprehensive explanations and examples for every conceivable citation scenario, including those
specific to academic disciplines like linguistics.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges, and certain common errors can be easily made if one is not
vigilant. Awareness of these potential pitfalls can help you avoid them.



Mixing Citation Styles
One of the most significant errors is mixing Chicago style footnotes with other citation systems, such as
author-date or endnotes. Ensure that your entire paper consistently uses footnotes as per Chicago style.

Omitting Essential Information
Failing to include crucial details like publication dates, publisher names, or precise page numbers can
render your citations incomplete and unhelpful. Always double-check that all necessary components are
present.

Incorrect Punctuation and Capitalization
Subtle errors in punctuation (commas, periods, colons) and capitalization (titles of books and journals, author
names) are common. Pay close attention to the specific rules for each element of the footnote.

Inconsistent Shortened Footnotes
When using shortened footnotes, ensure you consistently apply the format. Forgetting to include the
author's last name or using too long or too short a title can cause confusion.

Over-reliance on Secondary Sources Without Acknowledging Primary
Ones
While citing secondary sources is acceptable, if a key concept or piece of data originates from a primary
source, and you are accessing it through a secondary source, it is good practice to acknowledge both if
possible, or at least be aware of the original source.

Ignoring Specific Linguistic Source Types
Failing to adhere to the specific formatting requirements for linguistic data, such as phonetic transcriptions
or corpus references, can lead to misrepresentation or lack of clarity. Always ensure these specialized
elements are handled with care.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago style for footnotes in a
linguistics paper?
A: The primary purpose of using Chicago style for footnotes in a linguistics paper is to provide clear and
precise attribution for all sources used, ensuring academic integrity, allowing readers to locate original
research, and facilitating the flow of complex linguistic arguments without interruption.

Q: How do I format a footnote for a book when the author has multiple
works cited in my linguistics paper?
A: When an author has multiple works cited, the subsequent footnotes should include the author's last
name, a shortened version of the book title (in italics), and the specific page number(s). This disambiguates
which of the author's works you are referencing.

Q: What is the difference between a first footnote and a subsequent
footnote in Chicago style for linguistics research?
A: The first footnote reference for a source includes the full bibliographic information (author's full name,
full title, publication details, and page number). Subsequent footnotes for the same source use a shortened
format, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number, making the
footnotes more concise.

Q: How should I cite a phonetic transcription from a published linguistics
journal in a Chicago style footnote?
A: To cite a phonetic transcription from a published linguistics journal, you would follow the standard
format for journal articles: Author's full name, "Article Title," in quotation marks, Journal Title, in italics,
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page number(s). Ensure the transcription itself is clearly identified within the
context of your paper or the footnote.

Q: Can I use footnotes in my linguistics paper to define specialized
linguistic terms?
A: Yes, Chicago style allows for the use of footnotes to provide supplementary information that would
disrupt the main text. Defining specialized linguistic terms or jargon in footnotes is a common and effective
practice to ensure clarity for your readers.



Q: What are the key elements to include when citing an online linguistic
resource, like a corpus database, in a Chicago style footnote?
A: When citing an online linguistic resource, include the author (if applicable), the title of the resource or
webpage (in quotation marks), the name of the website (in italics), the publication or last updated date, and
the URL. It is also highly recommended to include the date you accessed the resource.

Q: Is there a specific way to format footnotes for grammatical examples
taken from different theoretical frameworks in linguistics?
A: For grammatical examples taken from specific linguistic theories or works, the footnote should cite the
source of the example, including author, title, publication details, and page number. If the example
illustrates a concept from a particular theoretical framework, ensure your main text clarifies this, and the
footnote accurately attributes the example to its origin.

Q: How do I handle footnotes if I am quoting directly from an interview
with a linguist?
A: For an interview, the footnote would typically include the interviewee's name, "Title of Interview" (if
applicable), the date of the interview, and the location or medium (e.g., personal communication, recorded
interview). You would then provide the specific page number or timestamp if quoting directly.
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