
chicago style for film thesis citation

chicago style for film thesis citation is a critical component of academic integrity for any student delving
into film studies, cinema theory, or media analysis. Properly formatting your film thesis citations according
to the Chicago Manual of Style ensures your research is credible, your sources are acknowledged, and your
readers can easily follow your argumentation. This comprehensive guide will break down the intricacies of
Chicago style for film thesis citations, covering both its author-date and notes-bibliography systems, with a
particular focus on the nuances of citing various film-related sources. We will explore the essential
elements of a film citation, common challenges, and best practices for presenting your research impeccably.
Mastering this citation style is not just about following rules; it's about contributing to the scholarly
conversation with clarity and precision.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) is one of the most widely used style guides in academic writing,



particularly in the humanities. It offers two distinct systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. Both are designed to provide clarity and consistency, but they differ in their
application and presentation of source information. For film theses, understanding which system to employ
is the first step toward accurate citation.

The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in literature, history, and the arts, uses numbered footnotes
or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The
author-date system, more common in social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a
reference list at the end.

Choosing Between Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date Systems

The choice between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems for your film thesis citation typically
depends on the specific requirements of your department or institution. Many film studies programs, due
to their interdisciplinary nature and strong ties to humanities traditions, often favor the notes-bibliography
system. This system allows for more extensive commentary or supplementary information in the notes,
which can be particularly useful when analyzing complex cinematic elements or historical contexts.

The author-date system, while less common in traditional film studies, can be suitable if your thesis leans
more towards social science methodologies, such as audience reception studies or media effects. It offers a
more streamlined in-text citation, which some writers find less disruptive to the flow of their prose.
Always confirm with your advisor or program guidelines which system is expected before you begin
citing.

Core Components of a Film Citation in Chicago Style

Regardless of the system chosen, a robust Chicago style film citation requires several key pieces of
information to adequately identify and credit the source. These components ensure that readers can locate
the original material if they wish to consult it themselves. For films, this typically includes the title,
director, producer(s), distributor, year of release, and format (e.g., DVD, streaming service).

The specific order and inclusion of these elements will vary slightly between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems, as well as depending on the type of film source being cited. However, a strong
foundation in these core elements will prepare you for most citation scenarios in film thesis work.
Understanding these foundational elements is crucial for building accurate and complete bibliographical
entries.



Citing Feature Films: Key Considerations

Citing a feature film in Chicago style requires attention to detail. For the notes-bibliography system, a
footnote or endnote for a feature film typically includes the title in italics, followed by the director's name
(preceded by "directed by"), the production company or distributor, and the year of release. The
bibliography entry expands on this, often including producers and specific format details.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would look something like (Director Last Name Year). The
reference list entry would mirror the bibliography entry from the notes-bibliography system, ensuring all
necessary film details are present for easy identification. The specific order of elements can vary slightly,
but the inclusion of directorial credit and release year is paramount.

Footnote/Endnote Example (Notes-Bibliography): Casablanca, directed by Michael Curtiz, Warner
Bros., 1942.

Bibliography Entry Example (Notes-Bibliography): Casablanca. Directed by Michael Curtiz. Produced
by Hal B. Wallis. Burbank, CA: Warner Bros., 1942. DVD.

In-text Citation Example (Author-Date): (Curtiz 1942)

Reference List Entry Example (Author-Date): Curtiz, Michael, director. 1942. Casablanca. Produced
by Hal B. Wallis. Burbank, CA: Warner Bros.

Citing Documentaries and Short Films

Documentaries and short films, while also cinematic works, may require slight adjustments in their citation
format, especially regarding credits. For documentaries, the director is still the primary creative force to
highlight. However, the nature of documentary filmmaking sometimes involves significant input from
producers or subjects, which might be relevant to mention if they are central to your analysis.

Short films often exist in various contexts, from film festivals to online archives. When citing a short film,
ensure you include the title, director, year, and the context in which you viewed it (e.g., as part of a
compilation, on a specific streaming platform, or from a festival catalog). The principles remain the same:
provide enough information for retrieval.



Citing Television Series and Episodes

Citing television content, whether an entire series or an individual episode, follows similar Chicago style
principles but with added specificity for the episodic format. For a specific episode, you will typically cite
the episode title, the series title, the network or streaming service, and the original air date of that episode.
Including the creator or key producers can also add important context.

In the notes-bibliography system, an endnote might read: "The Wire," "The Wire," created by David
Simon, HBO, April 6, 2008. The bibliography entry would expand on this, detailing the series, its creators,
and distributor. The author-date system would use parenthetical citations like (Simon 2008) for an episode
and its reference list entry would reflect the expanded details.

Citing Film Scripts and Screenplays

When your thesis involves the analysis of film scripts or screenplays, citing these materials requires
acknowledging their status as written documents, often distinct from the final filmed product. You should
cite the author(s) of the screenplay, the title of the script, and information about its publication or
production, including dates. If you are referencing a specific draft, include that detail.

For instance, a note might reference "The Social Network," screenplay by Aaron Sorkin, 2010, specifying
whether it's a production draft or a published version. The bibliography or reference list entry would then
provide full publication details, such as the publisher if it's a commercially available script, or production
company details if citing a production document. Accuracy in identifying the author of the written work is
paramount.

Citing Film Reviews and Scholarly Articles on Film

Film reviews and scholarly articles are crucial secondary sources in film thesis research. Their citation in
Chicago style requires careful attention to author, title of the article or review, title of the publication
(journal or newspaper), volume and issue numbers for journals, and publication dates. Page numbers are
essential for print sources.

For online reviews or articles, you will also need to include the URL and the date of access, especially if
the content might change over time. For example, a review of a film in The New Yorker would cite the
reviewer, article title, magazine title, date, and page numbers or URL. Scholarly articles in film journals
demand the full bibliographic details of the journal to ensure readers can locate the research.



Citing Websites and Online Film Resources

The digital landscape offers a wealth of film-related information, from archival websites and online
databases to official studio pages and film blogs. When citing these online resources, it's vital to be as specific
as possible. Include the author or organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific page or
article, the website's name, and the full URL.

Crucially, always include the date you accessed the material. This is because web content can be updated or
removed without notice, and the access date provides a stable reference point for your citation. For
example, a citation for a film database entry might look like: "The Maltese Falcon," Internet Movie Database,
accessed October 26, 2023, ."

Common Challenges in Film Citation and How to Solve Them

Navigating the complexities of film citation in Chicago style often presents unique challenges. One
common issue is the varying credits for films, especially older ones or those with international productions,
where director, producer, and distributor information might be inconsistent across different releases or
databases. Another challenge arises with archival footage or found footage films, where identifying a
singular "director" or "producer" can be difficult.

To solve these issues, always consult multiple reputable sources to verify film credits. Prioritize information
from official studio releases, authoritative film encyclopedias, or academic databases. If a film has multiple
directors or producers who played significant roles, consider how best to represent this collaborative effort
within the citation, perhaps by listing key individuals and noting the collaborative nature.

Inconsistent Credits: Cross-reference information from IMDb, the American Film Institute (AFI)
Catalog, and scholarly film journals.

Archival/Found Footage: Clearly state the nature of the footage and cite the archive or collection
from which it was sourced.

Foreign Language Films: Ensure correct transliteration of titles and names, and include original
language titles if relevant.

Film Series with Multiple Directors/Writers: Cite the specific episode or film within the series,
attributing its primary creative forces.

Variations in Distribution/Release: Specify the version or release you are citing if it has significant



variations (e.g., director's cut vs. theatrical release).

Best Practices for Film Thesis Citation

Adopting best practices for film thesis citation goes beyond mere adherence to rules; it's about developing a
system that supports rigorous academic work. Begin by thoroughly understanding your institution's
specific guidelines, as these may offer minor deviations or specific emphases within the Chicago Manual of
Style. Maintaining a consistent citation style throughout your thesis is paramount, avoiding any mix-and-
match of different formats.

Keep detailed records of all your sources as you gather them. This includes not just the bibliographical
details but also notes on how you used the source and its specific location (e.g., timestamp for a film clip,
page number for a script). Utilizing citation management software can be incredibly helpful in organizing
this information and ensuring accuracy. Regular review and proofreading of your citations and
bibliography are essential steps before submission.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style for film thesis citation?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end, allowing for more explanatory notes. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-
text citations (Author Year) and a shorter reference list, which is often preferred in scientific fields.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or sequence from a feature film in my
thesis?
A: When citing a specific scene or sequence from a feature film, you generally don't cite the scene directly
in a bibliography or reference list. Instead, you would refer to it within your text and, if necessary, provide
a footnote or endnote referencing the full film citation and indicating the approximate timestamp or scene
number where the element appears.



Q: What information is essential when citing a film that I watched on a
streaming service like Netflix or Hulu?
A: When citing a film from a streaming service, include the film's title, director, producer(s), distributor
(the streaming service), and the year of release. Crucially, you must also include the URL of the streaming
service where you accessed the film and the date you accessed it.

Q: How do I cite multiple directors for a single film in Chicago style?
A: If a film has multiple directors who are equally credited, you should list all of them in your citation,
separated by a conjunction like "and." For example: Film Title, directed by Director One and Director Two,
etc. The specific order may depend on the order presented in the film's credits.

Q: Is it necessary to cite the production company or studio for every film
citation?
A: Yes, citing the production company or studio is generally considered best practice in Chicago style for
film thesis citation. It helps to identify the specific version or release of the film, especially if there have
been different distributors or re-releases over time.

Q: What if the film I am citing is a remake or a sequel? How do I
distinguish it in my citation?
A: When citing a remake or sequel, always include the full title as it appears on the film, which will
usually indicate its relationship to other films (e.g., The Thing (1982) vs. The Thing (2011)). You may also
wish to briefly note its relationship in your text if it is relevant to your analysis.

Q: How do I cite a film that doesn't have a clear release year or director
listed?
A: If a film lacks a clear release year or director, use "n.d." for "no date" and "n.d." for "no director" or "no
director credited," respectively, following Chicago style conventions. You should still attempt to find as
much verifiable information as possible through reputable film databases or scholarly sources.
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