
chicago style for environmental sociology
citation
chicago style for environmental sociology citation is a critical skill for scholars and students
navigating the complex intersection of society and the environment. Understanding these citation
guidelines ensures academic integrity, allows for proper attribution of sources, and contributes to
the clarity and credibility of research in environmental sociology. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the nuances of Chicago style as applied to environmental sociology, covering in-text
citations, bibliography entries, and common source types encountered in the field, such as journal
articles, books, government reports, and online materials. Mastering these elements is essential for
presenting robust and ethically sound scholarship within this vital academic discipline.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive
rules for manuscript preparation, citation, and formatting. Developed and maintained by the
University of Chicago Press, it provides a detailed framework for academic writing across a broad
spectrum of disciplines. For environmental sociology, adhering to CMOS ensures that research is
presented with precision, clarity, and a high degree of professionalism, enabling readers to easily
locate and verify the sources used by the author. Its emphasis on clear formatting and consistent
citation practices makes it a preferred choice for many academic journals and publishers.

The manual covers everything from grammar and punctuation to the intricate details of referencing.
For scholars in environmental sociology, this means having a reliable resource to guide them
through the process of citing a diverse range of materials, from peer-reviewed articles on climate
change impacts to policy documents addressing pollution control. The underlying philosophy of
CMOS is to facilitate communication by establishing a consistent and understandable system for
presenting scholarly work.



The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and
the Author-Date system. Environmental sociology research can effectively utilize either, depending
on the specific requirements of a journal, publisher, or course instructor. The choice between these
two systems impacts both the in-text citation format and the structure of the bibliography or
reference list.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text to cite sources. Each note provides detailed bibliographic information for the source
being referenced. At the end of the work, a bibliography lists all sources cited in the notes,
presented in alphabetical order by author's last name. This system is often favored in the humanities
and social sciences for its ability to incorporate extensive commentary or digressions within the
notes themselves, which can be particularly useful for historical context or theoretical elaborations
in environmental sociology.

The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, on the other hand, employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the year of publication, along with page numbers if a specific passage is
being quoted or paraphrased. Correspondingly, a reference list is provided at the end of the
document, listing all cited sources alphabetically by author's last name. This system is generally
more common in the sciences and some social sciences because it allows readers to quickly identify
the source and publication date of information directly within the text, facilitating a chronological
understanding of research development, which can be beneficial when examining the evolution of
thought on environmental issues.

Core Elements of Chicago Style Citations for
Environmental Sociology

Regardless of the chosen system, certain core bibliographic elements are fundamental to creating
accurate Chicago style citations for environmental sociology research. These elements help readers
identify and locate the source material unequivocally. Accuracy in these details is paramount for
scholarly credibility.

Key components typically include:

Author(s) name(s)



Title of the work (article, book, report, etc.)

Title of the larger work (for articles, chapters, or essays within a larger publication)

Publication information (city, publisher, year, volume, issue, page numbers)

Date of access (for online resources)

DOI or URL (for online resources)

The precise order and formatting of these elements will vary depending on whether the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date system is employed, and on the specific type of source being cited.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

In-text citations serve as brief pointers within the body of your work, directing the reader to the full
bibliographic information provided elsewhere. The method of citation depends entirely on which of
the two Chicago style systems you are using.

In-Text Citations for the Notes-Bibliography System

When using the Notes-Bibliography system, superscript numbers are placed immediately after the
relevant phrase, clause, or sentence, before any punctuation. These numbers correspond to notes
(either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the chapter or work). The first
time a source is cited in a note, the full bibliographic details are provided. Subsequent citations of
the same source use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title,
and the page number.

For example:

The social construction of environmental problems often influences policy responses.1 Later, the
same source might be cited as:2 Smith, "Ecological Modernization," 45.

In-Text Citations for the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations. These citations appear within the text, usually
at the end of a sentence or clause, and typically include the author's last name, the year of
publication, and the page number(s) if referencing specific material. This format is concise and
allows for quick retrieval of source information.

For example:



Research indicates a strong correlation between industrial pollution and community health
disparities (Jones 2018, 112). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and page
number are needed in the parentheses: As Jones (2018) argues, the connection is undeniable (112).

Creating a Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography or reference list is a crucial component of any Chicago-style paper, providing a
comprehensive inventory of all sources consulted and cited. The format differs slightly between the
two systems, but the goal remains the same: to offer complete and accurate information for each
source.

Bibliography for the Notes-Bibliography System

The bibliography for the Notes-Bibliography system is an alphabetical list of all works cited in the
text. Each entry begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name. Titles of books are
italicized, and titles of articles or chapters are enclosed in quotation marks. Publication details,
including the publisher and year, are included. Unlike the notes, the bibliography entry does not
include page numbers of the source itself, but rather the entire publication's details.

Reference List for the Author-Date System

The reference list for the Author-Date system is also an alphabetical list of all works cited. The
primary distinction from a Notes-Bibliography bibliography is that the author's last name is followed
by their first name, and the year of publication immediately follows the author's name, often in
parentheses. Book titles are italicized, and article or chapter titles are in quotation marks. This
immediate placement of the publication year is characteristic of this system.

Citing Common Environmental Sociology Sources

Environmental sociology draws on a wide array of sources, each requiring specific formatting within
Chicago style. Understanding how to cite these diverse materials is essential for accurate and
comprehensive research documentation.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in environmental sociology. When citing them, precision regarding
author(s), article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and page numbers (and DOI if available) is
critical.



Notes-Bibliography Example (First Note):

1. Anya Sharma, "The Political Economy of Climate Migration," Global Environmental Change 45
(2017): 210, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2017.05.001.

Bibliography Example:

Sharma, Anya. "The Political Economy of Climate Migration." Global Environmental Change 45
(2017): 205-215. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2017.05.001.

Author-Date Example (In-text):

Research highlights the economic drivers behind displacement (Sharma 2017, 210).

Reference List Example:

Sharma, Anya. 2017. "The Political Economy of Climate Migration." Global Environmental Change
45: 205-215. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2017.05.001.

Books

Books provide foundational theories and in-depth analyses in environmental sociology. Proper
citation involves author, title, publication location, publisher, and year.

Notes-Bibliography Example (First Note):

1. John Bellamy Foster, The Ecological Rift: Capitalism's War on the Earth (New York: Monthly
Review Press, 2011), 55.

Bibliography Example:

Foster, John Bellamy. The Ecological Rift: Capitalism's War on the Earth. New York: Monthly Review
Press, 2011.

Author-Date Example (In-text):

The concept of the ecological rift is central to understanding Marxian ecology (Foster 2011, 55).

Reference List Example:

Foster, John Bellamy. 2011. The Ecological Rift: Capitalism's War on the Earth. New York: Monthly
Review Press.

Government Reports and Publications

Government agencies and intergovernmental organizations frequently publish reports on
environmental issues, making them vital sources for environmental sociology. These citations
require careful attention to the issuing body, report title, and publication details.



Notes-Bibliography Example (First Note):

1. United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Climate Change 2021: The
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021), 34.

Bibliography Example:

United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Climate Change 2021: The
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021.

Author-Date Example (In-text):

The scientific consensus on global warming is well-established (IPCC 2021, 34).

Reference List Example:

United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 2021. Climate Change 2021:
The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Websites and Online Resources

The digital landscape offers a wealth of information, from NGO websites to online databases related
to environmental data. Citing these requires careful documentation of the author or organization,
title of the specific page or document, website name, and the date of access, along with the URL.

Notes-Bibliography Example (First Note):

1. Environmental Protection Agency, "Learn About PFAS," last modified October 26, 2023,
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/learn-about-pfas.

Bibliography Example:

Environmental Protection Agency. "Learn About PFAS." Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/learn-about-pfas.

Author-Date Example (In-text):

Information regarding per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances is readily available from the EPA
(Environmental Protection Agency 2023).

Reference List Example:

Environmental Protection Agency. 2023. "Learn About PFAS." Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/learn-about-pfas.



Interviews

Primary research in environmental sociology often involves interviews. These are typically cited in
notes only (not in the bibliography or reference list) unless they are formally published or widely
accessible. If cited, include the interviewee's name, the date of the interview, and the method of
delivery (e.g., personal interview, email interview).

Notes-Bibliography Example:

1. Interview with Dr. Maria Rodriguez, environmental sociologist, by the author, October 15, 2023,
personal interview.

Author-Date Example:

In discussions about community resilience, local leaders emphasized adaptive strategies (Rodriguez,
personal interview, October 15, 2023).

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style

One of the most crucial aspects of using any citation style, including Chicago style for environmental
sociology, is maintaining consistency. Once a choice is made between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems, it must be applied uniformly throughout the entire document. Inconsistencies
can lead to confusion for readers, diminish the perceived rigor of the research, and may even result
in the rejection of a manuscript by a journal.

This consistency extends to the formatting of every element: the order of information in each
citation, the punctuation used, the capitalization of titles, and the treatment of specific types of
sources. Furthermore, the appearance of each source in its respective list (bibliography or reference
list) must also be uniform. Taking the time to meticulously check all citations against the chosen
style guide before submission is an indispensable step in the scholarly publishing process.

The principles of Chicago style, while detailed, are designed to foster clarity and professionalism in
academic discourse. For those engaged in environmental sociology, mastering these citation
practices ensures that their valuable contributions to understanding our planet's complex socio-
environmental challenges are presented with the integrity and precision they deserve.

---

Q: What is the main difference between the two Chicago
citation systems?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and in the concluding
list. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical author-date citations in the
text and a reference list at the end.



Q: When should I use Chicago style for environmental
sociology citations?
A: You should use Chicago style whenever it is specified by your professor, the journal you are
submitting to, or your publisher. It is a widely accepted style in many social science and humanities
fields, including environmental sociology.

Q: How do I cite a government report on environmental policy
in Chicago style?
A: For a government report, you will typically include the issuing agency as the author, the full title
of the report, the place of publication, the publisher (if different from the agency), and the year of
publication. The specific format will depend on whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or
Author-Date system.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a webpage in Chicago style
for environmental sociology research?
A: When citing a webpage, include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or article,
the name of the website, the date of publication or last modification, and the date you accessed the
page, followed by the URL.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every source in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: No, page numbers are typically only included in a Chicago style bibliography or reference list for
individual articles within a larger work (like journal articles or book chapters). For entire books or
reports, you list the full publication details but not specific page ranges unless you are referencing a
chapter.

Q: How are multiple authors handled in Chicago style citations
for environmental sociology?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all authors (up to a certain number, often
three or four, after which "et al." may be used). In the bibliography, the first author's name is
inverted, followed by the first name of the second author, and so on. In the Author-Date system, all
authors are listed in the reference list, usually with the first author's name inverted. For in-text
citations, if there are more than two authors, the first author's last name followed by "et al." is often
used.

Q: What is the significance of a DOI when citing journal



articles in Chicago style?
A: A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent link to an online article. Including the DOI in your
citation, especially when using the Notes-Bibliography system, is highly recommended as it provides
readers with a stable and direct way to locate the source, even if the URL changes.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book in Chicago style?
A: For a chapter in an edited book, you will cite the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter,
followed by "in," the editor's name(s), the title of the book (italicized), and then the page range of the
chapter and publication details.

Q: Is there a specific guideline for citing social media posts or
blogs in environmental sociology Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style does provide guidance for citing blogs and social media. Generally, you would
include the author or username, the title of the specific post or tweet, the platform name, the date of
posting, and the URL. For personal interviews conducted via social media, it's often treated like a
personal interview, mentioned in notes and not a formal bibliography.
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