
chicago style for environmental law
citation
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive style guide widely used in
academic and professional writing. When it comes to chicago style for environmental
law citation, understanding its nuances is crucial for legal scholars, practitioners, and
students to ensure accuracy and credibility. This guide provides a detailed exploration of
how to properly cite environmental law sources using the Chicago Manual of Style, covering
various types of legal documents, secondary sources, and the specific requirements for
clarity and precision. We will delve into the distinct author-date and notes-bibliography
systems, highlighting their application in environmental law contexts, and offer practical
examples to demystify the citation process for statutes, regulations, cases, and scholarly
articles. Mastering these citation principles will elevate the quality and professionalism of
any work in environmental law.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems are designed to provide
readers with the necessary information to locate the sources cited. In the realm of
environmental law, the choice of system often depends on the specific publication venue or
the requirements of an academic institution or journal. While the author-date system is
more common in the sciences and social sciences, the notes-bibliography system remains
prevalent in law reviews and humanities disciplines, making it particularly relevant for
environmental law scholarship that often bridges legal and policy discussions.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Environmental Law
The notes-bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, with a
corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. For environmental law, this means that
each citation within the text will be accompanied by a numbered note that provides
detailed bibliographic information for the first mention of a source, and often a shortened
form for subsequent mentions. The bibliography then lists all sources cited in the notes,
presented alphabetically. This system allows for detailed explanations within the notes
themselves, which can be particularly helpful when discussing complex legal arguments or
providing context for specific environmental regulations.



The Author-Date System for Environmental Law
The author-date system, on the other hand, places brief parenthetical citations directly
within the text, typically including the author's last name and the year of publication. For
example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020). This is then matched to a full entry in a
reference list at the end of the document. While less common in traditional legal
scholarship, this system can be useful in environmental policy reports or interdisciplinary
works where brevity and ease of in-text reference are prioritized. Understanding the
requirements of the specific publication is key to selecting the appropriate CMOS system.

Citing Primary Environmental Law Sources
Primary sources are the foundational texts of any legal system, and in environmental law,
they include statutes, regulations, and judicial decisions. Proper citation of these sources is
paramount for the integrity of legal arguments. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear
guidelines for citing these essential materials, ensuring that readers can easily access the
original legal authorities.

Citing Environmental Statutes
When citing federal environmental statutes, such as the Clean Air Act or the Endangered
Species Act, it is essential to provide the statute's full title, its United States Code (U.S.C.)
citation, and the year of codification. For instance, a citation might look like: Clean Air Act,
42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq. (2018). State statutes are cited similarly, referencing the relevant
state code and year. When referencing amendments or specific sections, these should be
clearly indicated in the citation to ensure precision for researchers.

Citing Environmental Regulations
Environmental regulations, often promulgated by agencies like the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), are found in the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.). Citations
should include the title and part of the C.F.R., the specific section number, and the year of
the C.F.R. edition. An example would be: 40 C.F.R. § 50.4 (2022). Similar principles apply to
state administrative codes. It is crucial to use the most current version of the regulations
available and to note any relevant amendments or effective dates.

Citing Environmental Law Cases
Citing judicial decisions in environmental law follows standard legal citation conventions,
often adapted by CMOS. This typically involves the case name, volume and reporter where
the decision is published, the page number of the first page of the decision, and the court
and year of the decision. For example: Massachusetts v. EPA, 549 U.S. 497 (2007). For
specialized environmental law reporters or if a case is not in a standard reporter, the
citation format may need slight adaptation according to CMOS principles, always prioritizing
clarity and discoverability of the decision.



Citing Secondary Environmental Law Sources
Secondary sources provide analysis and commentary on primary environmental law and
are vital for understanding the broader legal landscape. These include scholarly articles,
books, and reports. Proper citation of these materials lends authority to your arguments
and allows readers to explore the background of your research.

Citing Environmental Law Journal Articles
Academic articles are frequently cited in environmental law scholarship. In the notes-
bibliography system, a citation would typically include the author's name, the article title,
the journal title, volume number, the date of publication, and the page number on which
the article begins, along with the specific page(s) being cited. For example: Anya Petrova,
"The Future of Climate Litigation," Environmental Law Review 45, no. 2 (2021): 315, 322. In
the author-date system, it would be (Petrova 2021, 322).

Citing Environmental Law Books and Book Chapters
When citing books on environmental law, the citation should include the author's full name,
the book title, the publication city, the publisher, and the year of publication. For specific
references, the page number(s) should also be included. An example would be: John Doe,
Principles of Environmental Justice (New York: Green Press, 2019), 88. For chapters within
edited volumes, the chapter author, chapter title, book title, editor(s), and full publication
details are required.

Citing Environmental Law Reports and Other
Documents
Reports from government agencies, non-governmental organizations, or intergovernmental
bodies are common in environmental law. The citation should identify the authoring
organization or individual, the title of the report, the report number (if applicable), and the
publication date. For instance: United Nations Environment Programme, Global
Environment Outlook 6 (2019). When referencing specific sections or data, precise page or
paragraph numbers are essential.

Specific Challenges and Considerations in
Environmental Law Citation
Environmental law is a dynamic and often complex field, presenting unique challenges for
citation. The rapid evolution of scientific understanding, international agreements, and
regulatory frameworks means that sources can quickly become outdated. Ensuring the
most current and accurate information is cited is therefore critical for legal professionals
and researchers.



International Environmental Law Sources
Citing international environmental treaties, agreements, and conventions requires careful
attention to their official titles, the parties involved, and the dates of adoption and entry
into force. Often, these are found in specialized treaty databases or collections. For
example, the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change is a key document. CMOS provides guidance on citing international materials,
emphasizing consistency and clarity in identifying the source and its official status.

Interdisciplinary Nature of Environmental Law
Environmental law frequently draws upon scientific, economic, and social science
disciplines. This interdisciplinary nature means that citations may extend beyond traditional
legal sources. When citing scientific studies, technical reports, or economic analyses that
inform environmental policy or litigation, it is important to follow the specific CMOS
guidelines for those types of sources, ensuring that the academic rigor of the cited material
is evident.

Evolving Legal Landscape and Web Resources
The digital age has made a vast array of environmental information accessible online. While
CMOS encourages the use of stable, archived versions of web resources, it also
acknowledges the fluidity of online content. When citing online documents, such as agency
guidance or NGO publications, it is vital to provide the most specific URL possible, along
with the date of access, to allow readers to retrieve the information. Persistence of online
sources can be a challenge, so prioritizing official, archived, or stable links is recommended.

Ensuring Clarity and Accuracy
Ultimately, the goal of any citation style is to provide clear and accurate attribution. In
environmental law, where stakes can be high and the science complex, precision in citation
is not just a matter of academic convention but a necessity for establishing the credibility
and reliability of research and legal arguments. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style,
with its detailed rules, helps ensure that practitioners and scholars can communicate
effectively and authoritatively.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for environmental law citation?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations



and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system uses
brief parenthetical citations within the text (e.g., Smith 2020) keyed to a reference list at
the end. Both aim for clarity, but the notes system allows for more explanatory text within
the notes themselves.

Q: How do I cite a federal environmental statute in
Chicago style?
A: You cite a federal environmental statute by providing its full title, its citation in the
United States Code (U.S.C.), and the year of codification. For example: Clean Air Act, 42
U.S.C. § 7401 et seq. (2018). Always use the most recent available codification.

Q: What is the correct Chicago style format for citing an
environmental regulation from the Code of Federal
Regulations (C.F.R.)?
A: To cite an environmental regulation, include the title and part of the C.F.R., the specific
section number, and the year of the C.F.R. edition. For instance: 40 C.F.R. § 50.4 (2022).
Ensure you are using the most current relevant edition.

Q: How should I cite an environmental law journal
article using the notes-bibliography system?
A: For a journal article, provide the author's name, the article title in quotation marks, the
journal title in italics, the volume number, the date of publication, and the page number(s)
being cited. Example: Anya Petrova, "The Future of Climate Litigation," Environmental Law
Review 45, no. 2 (2021): 315, 322.

Q: What are the key components of citing an
environmental law case in Chicago style?
A: When citing an environmental law case, include the case name (italicized), the volume
and reporter where the decision is published, the page number of the first page, and the
court and year of the decision. For example: Massachusetts v. EPA, 549 U.S. 497 (2007).

Q: Is it acceptable to cite online resources for
environmental law using Chicago style, and how should
I do it?
A: Yes, online resources can be cited. Chicago style recommends providing the most
specific URL possible and the date of access. Prioritize stable, archived, or official sources to
ensure readers can locate the information. For example: U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, "National Ambient Air Quality Standards," accessed October 26, 2023,



https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/national-ambient-air-quality-standards.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations for
international environmental treaties?
A: Citing international environmental treaties involves providing their official titles, the
parties involved, and the dates of adoption and entry into force. Often, references to official
treaty collections or reputable databases are used. Consistency and clarity in identifying
the treaty's status are crucial.

Q: When citing a book chapter on environmental law,
what information is required in a Chicago style citation?
A: A citation for a book chapter requires the chapter author's name, the chapter title, the
book title, the names of the editor(s) (if any), and the full publication details of the book,
including publisher and year, along with the specific page numbers for the chapter or
relevant passages.
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