CHICAGO STYLE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY CITATION

MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HisTORY CITATION

CHICAGO STYLE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY CITATION PROVIDES A ROBUST FRAMEW ORK FOR ACADEMIC RESEARCHERS,
ENSURING CLARITY, CONSISTENCY, AND PROPER ATTRIBUTION IN A FIELD THAT OFTEN GRAPPLES WITH COMPLEX,
INTERDISCIPLINARY SOURCES. ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY, BY ITS VERY NATURE, DRAWS FROM A WIDE ARRAY OF MATERIALS —
FROM SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS AND GOVERNMENT REPORTS TO PERSONAL DIARIES AND ORAL HISTORIES. NAVIGATING THE NUANCES
OF CITING THESE DIVERSE SOURCES ACCURATELY IS PARAMOUNT FOR SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY AND FOR ALLOWING READERS TO
TRACE THE LINEAGE OF RESEARCH. THIS GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE AS APPLIED TO
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY, COVERING THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF BOTH NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEMS,
AND OFFERING PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR COMMON SOURCE TYPES ENCOUNTERED IN THIS VIBRANT ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE CITATION GUIDELINES EMPOWERS HISTORIANS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE ONGOING CONVERSATION ABOUT
HUMANITY'S MULTIFACETED RELATIONSHIP WITH THE NATURAL WORLD.
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UNDERSTANDING THE T WO CHICAGO STYLE SYSTEMS

CHICAGO STYLE, OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS THE CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS), OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION
SYSTEMS: THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. BOTH ARE WIDELY ACCEPTED IN ACADEMIC
CIRCLES, BUT THEIR APPLICATION CAN VARY DEPENDING ON THE DISCIPLINE AND PUBLISHER'S PREFERENCE. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
HISTORY, THE CHOICE BETWEEN THESE SYSTEMS OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE SPECIFIC DEMANDS OF A PROJECT OR THE CONVENTIONS
OF A PARTICULAR JOURNAL OR ACADEMIC PRESS. UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENT AL DIFFERENCES IS THE FIRST STEP TO
MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE FOR YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH.

THe NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS CHARACTERIZED BY THE USE OF SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS WITHIN THE TEXT THAT
CORRESPOND TO EXPLANATORY NOTES (FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES). THESE NOTES PROVIDE DETAILED CITATION INFORMATION,
ALLOWING THE MAIN TEXT TO REMAIN UNCLUTTERED. AT THE END OF THE WORK, A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY LISTS ALL
SOURCES CITED, OFFERING A COMPLETE OVERVIEW OF THE RESEARCH CONSULTED. THIS SYSTEM IS PARTICULARLY FAVORED IN
THE HUMANITIES, INCLUDING MANY BRANCHES OF HISTORY, FOR ITS ABILITY TO ACCOMMODATE EXTENSIVE EXPLANATORY
COMMENTARY ALONGSIDE PRECISE CITATION.

THe AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

CONVERSELY, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES BRIEF IN-TEXT CITATIONS THAT INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE
PUBLICATION YEAR, OFTEN FOLLOWED BY A PAGE NUMBER. THESE IN-TEXT CITATIONS REFER TO A REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF
THE DOCUMENT, WHICH CONTAINS FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR EACH SOURCE. THIS SYSTEM IS MORE COMMON IN THE
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SCIENCES, WHERE IT IS OFTEN PREFERRED FOR ITS DIRECT LINK BETWEEN THE TEXT AND THE SOURCE AND
ITS EMPHASIS ON THE DATE OF PUBLICATION, WHICH CAN BE CRUCIAL IN TRACKING THE DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS OR SCIENTIFIC



FINDINGS. W/HILE LESS TRADITIONAL IN HISTORICAL WRITING, IT IS GAINING TRACTION IN INTERDISCIPLINARY FIELDS LIKE
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY.

NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY

THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS A CORNERSTONE OF TRADITIONAL HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP AND REMAINS A
POPULAR CHOICE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH. TS STRENGTH LIES IN ITS FLEXIBILITY, ALLOWING FOR DETAILED
ENGAGEMENT WITH SOURCES WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE NARRATIVE FLOW OF THE MAIN TEXT. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIANS,
THIS CAN BE ESPECIALLY USEFUL WHEN DEALING WITH ARCHIVAL MATERIALS OR WHEN NEEDING TO PROVIDE NUANCED
INTERPRETATIONS OF PRIMARY SOURCE EVIDENCE.

FIRST AND SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS IN NOTES

W/ HEN EMPLOYING THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE FIRST TIME A SOURCE IS CITED, THE NOTE SHOULD CONTAIN FULL
BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, MUCH LIKE AN ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE CAN BE
SHORTENED, TYPICALLY INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A SHORTENED TITLE (IF NECESSARY), AND THE PAGE NUMBER.
THIS SYSTEM REQUIRES METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY ACROSS ALL NOTES.

For EXAMPLE, A FIRST NOTE FOR A BOOK MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS:

1. DONALD WORSTER, DUST BowL: THE SouTHERN PLAINS IN THE 19305 (New Y ork: OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS,
1979), 18-19.

A SUBSEQUENT NOTE FOR THE SAME BOOK WOULD BE SIGNIFICANTLY ABBREVIATED:

2. W orsTEr, DusT Bowi, 45.

CRAFTING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, A CRUCIAL COMPONENT OF THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, IS AN ALPHABETIZED LIST OF ALL THE
SOURCES THAT HAVE BEEN CITED IN THE TEXT. EACH ENTRY SHOULD BE FORMATTED CONSISTENTLY ACCORDING TO CHICAGO
STYLE GUIDELINES, PROVIDING ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION FOR A READER TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE. For
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY WILL LIKELY INCLUDE A DIVERSE RANGE OF MATERIALS, FROM SCHOLARLY BOOKS
AND JOURNAL ARTICLES TO GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AND EVEN DISSERTATIONS.

ADAPTING NOTES FOR DIVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY SOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY OFTEN NECESSITATES CITING A WIDE ARRAY OF MATERIALS BEYOND TRADITIONAL BOOKS AND
ARTICLES. THIS INCLUDES ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS, ORAL HISTORIES, UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, AND EVEN DIGITAL RESOURCES.
THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR SPECIFIC FORMATTING TO ACCOMMODATE THESE UNIQUE SOURCES,
ENSURING THAT EACH IS PROPERLY ATTRIBUTED. FOR INSTANCE, CITING AN ARCHIVAL COLLECTION WILL REQUIRE DETAILS
ABOUT THE COLLECTION NAME, BOX AND FOLDER NUMBERS, AND THE REPOSITORY WHERE IT IS HOUSED.



AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM OFFERS A STREAMLINED APPROACH TO CITATION, EMPHASIZING THE AUTHOR AND PUBLICATION
DATE DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT. THIS METHOD IS PARTICULARLY USEFUL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIANS WHO ARE ENGAGED
IN FIELDS THAT FREQUENTLY UPDATE WITH NEW RESEARCH OR WHEN A PUBLISHER PREFERS A MORE CONCISE CITATION FORMAT.
[TS EFFICIENCY CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGE IN MANAGING EXTENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHIES.

IN-TexXT CITATIONS AND CORRESPONDING REFERENCES

IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IN-TEXT CITATIONS TYPICALLY APPEAR IN PARENTHESES, SUCH AS (\WORSTER 1979,
18-19). THESE BRIEF CITATIONS IMMEDIATELY DIRECT THE READER TO THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY IN THE REFERENCE LIST.
THE REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE WORK IS AN ALPHABETIZED COMPILATION OF ALL SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT,
PROVIDING THE COMPLETE PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR EACH.

STRUCTURING THE REFERENCE LIST

THE REFERENCE LIST IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FUNCTIONS SIMILARLY TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IN THE NOTES SYSTEM BUT IS
FORMATTED TO ALIGN WITH THE AUTHOR-DATE PRINCIPLE. ENTRIES ARE ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, AND THE
PUBLICATION YEAR IS PLACED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE AUTHOR'S NAME, OFTEN IN PARENTHESES. THIS STRUCTURE MAKES IT
EASY FOR READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE RELEVANT SOURCE BASED ON THE IN-TEXT CITATION.

BENEFITS FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM CAN BE PARTICULARLY BENEFICIAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY DUE TO ITS INTERDISCIPLINARY
NATURE. WHEN ENGAGING WITH SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE OR WORKS THAT EMPHASIZE THE TEMPORAL PROGRESSION OF RESEARCH,
THE EXPLICIT INCLUSION OF THE PUBLICATION DATE IN THE CITATION CAN BE INVALUABLE. THIS SYSTEM FACILITATES A CLEAR
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE CURRENT DISCUSSION AND THE FOUNDATIONAL OR MOST RECENT SCHOLARSHIP IN A GIVEN AREA OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INQUIRY.

CITING PRIMARY SOURCES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY

PRIMARY SOURCES ARE THE BEDROCK OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH, AND ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RELIES HEAVILY ON THEM TO
UNDERSTAND PAST HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT INTERACTIONS. PROPERLY CITING THESE SOURCES IS CRITICAL FOR DEMONSTRATING
THE EVIDENCE UPON WHICH ARGUMENTS ARE BUILT AND FOR ALLOWING OTHER SCHOLARS TO VERIFY FINDINGS. CHICAGO STYLE
PROVIDES CLEAR GUIDELINES FOR A WIDE VARIETY OF PRIMARY MATERIALS.

ARCHIVAL MATERIALS AND MANUSCRIPTS

ARCHIVAL MATERIALS, SUCH AS LETTERS, DIARIES, GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, REQUIRE SPECIFIC
CITATION FORMATS. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE NAME OF THE COLLECTION, THE SPECIFIC ITEM (E.G., LETTER FROM X TO Y),
THE DATE OF THE ITEM, AND THE NAME AND LOCATION OF THE ARCHIVE. FOR EXAMPLE:

JoOHN MuIrR PAPERS, LETTER TO HIS SISTER, MAY 15, 1873, Sierra CLUB ARCHIVES, SAN FRANCISCO.



THE EXACT FORMAT WILL DEPEND ON WHETHER YOU ARE USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY OR AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, BUT THE
CORE INFORMATION REMAINS CONSISTENT.

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AND REPORTS

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS, WHETHER HISTORICAL OR CONTEMPORARY , ARE CRUCIAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY , OFFERING
INSIGHTS INTO POLICY, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, AND SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS. CITATIONS SHOULD INCLUDE THE ISSUING AGENCY,
THE TITLE OF THE DOCUMENT, THE DATE OF PUBLICATION, AND ANY RELEVANT REPORT OR DOCUMENT NUMBERS. FOR EXAMPLE:

UNITED STATES, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, A HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL PARKS,
RerorT No. 1234 (W asHiNnGTon, D.C.: GPO, 1955).

ORAL HiSTORIES AND INTERVIEWS

ORAL HISTORIES AND INTERVIEWS PROVIDE INVALUABLE PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES ON ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AND EXPERIENCES.
CITATIONS FOR THESE SOURCES SHOULD INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE INTERVIEWEE, THE INTERVIEWER (IF RELEVANT), THE DATE OF
THE INTERVIEW, AND THE LOCATION OR ARCHIVE WHERE THE RECORDING OR TRANSCRIPT IS HELD. A NOTE MIGHT LOOK LIKE:

INTERVIEW WITH MARIA RODRIGUEZ, CONDUCTED BY JOHN SMITH, JuLy 10, 2020, PRIVATE COLLECTION OF JOHN
SMITH, CHICAGO, IL.

CITING SECONDARY SOURCES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY

SECONDARY SOURCES, SUCH AS SCHOLARLY BOOKS AND JOURNAL ARTICLES, PROVIDE CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND CONTEXT FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH. ACCURATE CITATION OF THESE WORKS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACKNOWLEDGING THE
SCHOLARSHIP THAT INFORMS YOUR OWN WORK AND FOR ENGAGING IN ACADEMIC DISCOURSE.

Books AND Book CHAPTERS

CITING BOOKS IN CHICAGO STYLE, REGARDLESS OF THE SYSTEM USED, REQUIRES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE FULL TITLE OF
THE BOOK, PUBLICATION INFORMATION (CITYI PUBLISHER, YEAR)/ AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBERS REFERENCED. FOR EDITED
VOLUMES OR CHAPTERS WITHIN EDITED BOOKS, YOU WILL ALSO NEED TO INCLUDE THE EDITOR’S NAME AND THE TITLE OF THE
CHAPTER.

For A Book: RACHEL CARSON, SILENT SPrING (BOSTON: HOUGHTON MIFFLIN, 1962).

For A CHAPTER: WiLLIAM CrRONON, “KITCHI-GAMI AND THE BOUNDARY OF THE WILD,” IN CHANGES IN THE L AND:
INDIANS, COLONISTS, AND THE EcoLoGY oF New EnLAND (New York: HiLL AND WANG, 1983), 121-145.



JOURNAL ARTICLES AND SCHOLARLY PERIODICALS

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE A VITAL COMPONENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY LITERATURE. \WHEN CITING AN ARTICLE, YOU WILL
NEED THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE ARTICLE TITLE, THE JOURNAL TITLE, THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE NUMBERS. FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE FIRST NOTE INCLUDES ALL THIS
INFORMATION; SUBSEQUENT NOTES ARE SHORTENED. IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD BE
(AuTHOR YEAR, PAGES).

RicHARD GROVE, “THe ORIGINS OF ENVIRONMENTALISM: A REVIEW ESSAY,” STUDIES IN ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS 3,
No. 1(1995): 50-70.

DISSERTATIONS AND THESES

DISSERTATIONS AND THESES, WHILE OFTEN UNPUBLISHED, CAN CONTAIN SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH. W/HEN CITING THESE, YOU
SHOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE TITLE OF THE DISSERTATION, THE DEGREE SOUGHT, THE UNIVERSITY, AND THE YEAR
OF COMPLETION. IF IT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED OR MICROFILMED, INCLUDE THAT INFORMATION AS WELL.

SARAH P. JoHNsON, “ THE ECOLOGICAL IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION IN THE OHIO RIVER VALLEY,” PH.D. biss., OHIo
STATE UNIVersITY, 2018.

SPECIFIC SOURCE T YPES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HisTorY CITATION

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY'S MULTIDISCIPLINARY NATURE MEANS RESEARCHERS FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTER SOURCE TYPES THAT
REQUIRE SPECIALIZED CITATION KNOWLEDGE. MASTERING THE NUANCES OF CITING THESE DIVERSE MATERIALS ENSURES THE
SCHOLARLY RIGOR AND CREDIBILITY OF YOUR WORK.

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYsTEMS (GIS) DATA AND MaPS

As GIS AND DIGITAL MAPPING BECOME MORE PREVALENT IN ENVIRONMENT AL HISTORY, LEARNING TO CITE THESE SOURCES IS
ESSENTIAL. CITATIONS FOR MAPS SHOULD INCLUDE THE MAP TITLE, PUBLISHER, PUBLICATION DATE, AND SCALE. For GIS DATA,
YOU WOULD CITE THE DATA PRODUCER, THE DATASET NAME, VERSION NUMBER, AND THE DATE OF ACCESS OR DOWNLOAD,
ALONG WITH A URL IF APPLICABLE. THIS ENSURES TRANSPARENCY IN HOW SPATIAL DATA HAS BEEN USED.

FiLMS, DOCUMENTARIES, AND MULTIMEDIA

VISUAL AND AUDITORY MATERIALS OFTEN OFFER UNIQUE PERSPECTIVES ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. W/HEN CITING FILMS OR
DOCUMENTARIES, INCLUDE THE TITLE, DIRECTOR, PRODUCTION COMPANY, AND YEAR OF RELEASE. FOR INTERVIEWS OR SPECIFIC
SEGMENTS, PROVIDE THOSE DETAILS AS WELL. THIS ALLOWS READERS TO UNDERSTAND THE SPECIFIC MULTIMEDIA EVIDENCE
BEING ANALYZED.



\WeBsITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES

THE INTERNET IS A VAST REPOSITORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION, FROM SCIENTIFIC REPORTS TO HISTORICAL ARCHIVES.
W/HEN CITING WEBSITES, INCLUDE THE AUTHOR OR ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE, THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR DOCUMENT,
THE WEBSITE NAME, THE PUBLICATION DATE OR LAST UPDATED DATE, AND THE URL. CRUCIALLY/ INCLUDE THE DATE YOU
ACCESSED THE INFORMATION, AS ONLINE CONTENT CAN CHANGE OR DISAPPEAR.

NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES

CONTEMPORARY AND HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES ARE RICH SOURCES FOR UNDERSTANDING PUBLIC DISCOURSE AND
CONTEMPORARY REACTIONS TO ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS. CITATIONS SHOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHOR (IF KNOWN), THE ARTICLE
TITLE, THE NEWSPAPER OR MAGAZINE NAME, THE DATE OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE NUMBER(S). FOR ONLINE ARTICLES,
INCLUDE THE URL AND ACCESS DATE.

CoMMoN CITATION CHALLENGES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES FOR CITATION DUE TO THE SHEER DIVERSITY OF ITS SOURCE
MATERIALS AND THE OFTEN-INTERDISCIPLINARY NATURE OF THE RESEARCH. RECOGNIZING THESE COMMON HURDLES CAN HELP
RESEARCHERS NAVIGATE THEM EFFECTIVELY AND MAINTAIN ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.

INCONSISTENT ARCHIVAL DESCRIPTIONS

ONE SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGE IS THE VARIABILITY IN HOW ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS ARE DESCRIBED ACROSS DIFFERENT
INSTITUTIONS. SOME ARCHIVES HAVE HIGHLY DETAILED INVENTORIES, WHILE OTHERS ARE MORE GENERAL. RESEARCHERS MUST
ADAPT THEIR CITATION PRACTICES TO THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION, PROVIDING AS MUCH SPECIFICITY AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW
OTHERS TO LOCATE THE MATERIAL.

ATTRIBUTION OF DATA AND VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS

\W/HEN USING DATA VISUALIZATIONS, CHARTS, GRAPHS, OR COMPLEX MAPS DERIVED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, IT IS CRUCIAL TO
METICULOUSLY ATTRIBUTE EACH COMPONENT. THIS CAN INVOLVE CITING THE ORIGINAL DATA SOURCE, THE SOFTW ARE USED
FOR ANALYSIS OR CREATION, AND ANY MODIFICATIONS MADE. OVERLOOKING THIS CAN LEAD TO MISATTRIBUTION OR
ACCUSATIONS OF PLAGIARISM.

INTERDISCIPLINARY SOURCE INTEGRATION

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY OFTEN BRIDGES THE HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES. THIS MEANS RESEARCHERS MAY NEED TO CITE
TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC REPORTS, PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES IN SPECIALIZED JOURNALS, AND THEN PIVOT TO CITING HISTORICAL
DIARIES OR GOVERNMENT LAND SURVEYS. MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY IN APPLYING CHICAGO STYLE ACROSS SUCH DISPARATE
SOURCE TYPES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION AND A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF THE MANUAL.



EPHEMERAL AND DIGITAL SOURCES

THE RAPID EVOLUTION OF DIGITAL MEDIA AND THE EPHEMERAL NATURE OF MANY ONLINE RESOURCES POSE ONGOING CITATION
CHALLENGES. WEBSITES CAN BE UPDATED OR REMOVED WITHOUT NOTICE, AND DIGITAL DATA FORMATS CAN BECOME OBSOLETE.
RESEARCHERS MUST DEVELOP ROBUST STRATEGIES FOR ARCHIVING AND CITING THESE MATERIALS, INCLUDING NOTING ACCESS
DATES AND VERSION NUMBERS WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

NAVIGATING OLDER OR UNCONVENTIONAL FORMATS

OLDER ENVIRONMENTAL RECORDS MAY EXIST IN FORMATS THAT DO NOT NEATLY FIT MODERN CITATION TEMPLATES. THIS COULD
INCLUDE UNIQUE CARTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS, HANDWRITTEN LEDGERS, OR ORAL ACCOUNTS CAPTURED ON OUTDATED MEDIA.
ADAPTING CHICAGO STYLE TO THESE FORMATS REQUIRES CAREFUL INTERPRETATION AND CLEAR EXPLANATION IN THE NOTES OR
BIBLIOGRAPHY.

ReSOURCES FOR FURTHER LEARNING

To EFFECTIVELY MASTER CHICAGO STYLE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY CITATION, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CONSULT RELIABLE
RESOURCES. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ITSELF IS THE ULTIMATE AUTHORITY, BUT SEVERAL OTHER TOOLS CAN AID
RESEARCHERS.

THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES FAQS, UPDATES, AND ONLINE RESOURCES.

UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTERS OFTEN OFFER STYLE GUIDES AND WORKSHOPS THAT CAN CLARIFY SPECIFIC CITATION
ISSUES.

ACADEMIC LIBRARIANS ARE INVALUABLE RESOURCES FOR NAVIGATING CITATION PRACTICES, ESPECIALLY FOR SPECIALIZED
ARCHIVAL OR DIGITAL MATERIALS.

ONLINE CITATION GENERATORS CAN BE HELPFUL STARTING POINTS, BUT THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE CROSS-REFERENCED
WITH THE OFFICIAL MANUAL FOR ACCURACY.

CONSISTENT APPLICATION AND CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL ARE KEY TO PRODUCING WELL-CITED AND CREDIBLE WORK IN
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY.

FAQ aBouT CHICAGO STYLE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HisTORY CITATION

QI W/HAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY?

A: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS IN THE TEXT THAT LINK TO FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR
CITATIONS, ACCOMPANIED BY A FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES BRIEF IN-TEXT CITATIONS
(AUTHOR YEAR, PAGE) LINKED TO A REFERENCE LIST AT THE END. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY, THE CHOICE OFTEN DEPENDS ON
THE PUBLISHER'S PREFERENCE OR THE DISCIPLINARY CONVENTIONS OF THE SPECIFIC RESEARCH AREA.

Q: How SHouLD | CITE A LETTER FROM AN ARCHIVAL COLLECTION IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR MY ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY PAPER?
A: \W/HEN CITING A LETTER FROM AN ARCHIVAL COLLECTION IN CHICAGO STYLE (NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM), YOU WOULD
TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE COLLECTION, THE SPECIFIC ITEM (E.G., “LETTER FROM X TO Y”), ITS DATE, AND THE
REPOSITORY WHERE IT IS HOUSED. FOR EXAMPLE: JOHN MUIR PAPERS, LETTER TO HIS SISTER, MAY 15, 1873, Sierra CLUB
ARCHIVES, SAN FRANCISCO.



Q: I'M CITING A GOVERNMENT REPORT ON POLLUTION FROM THE 1950s. WHAT INFORMATION DO | NEED TO INCLUDE IN MY
CHICAGO STYLE CITATION?

A: FOR GOVERNMENT REPORTS IN CHICAGO STYLE, YOU SHOULD INCLUDE THE ISSUING AGENCY, THE TITLE OF THE REPORT, THE
PUBLICATION CITY AND PUBLISHER (IF AVAILABLE), AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. IF THERE'S A SPECIFIC REPORT NUMBER OR
SERIES, THAT SHOULD ALSO BE INCLUDED. FOR EXAMPLE: UNITED STATES, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK
SErVICE, A HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL PARkS, RePORT No. 1234 (W asHiNGTon, D.C.: GPO, 1955).

Q: IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE ONLINE CITATION GENERATORS FOR MY ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY RESEARCH USING CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: ONLINE CITATION GENERATORS CAN BE A HELPFUL STARTING POINT FOR GENERATING CITATIONS, BUT THEY SHOULD NOT BE
RELIED UPON EXCLUSIVELY. IT IS CRUCIAL TO ALWAYS CONSULT THE OFFICIAL CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR THE MOST
ACCURATE AND UP-TO-DATE FORMATTING GUIDELINES, ESPECIALLY FOR UNIQUE OR COMPLEX SOURCE TYPES COMMON IN
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY.

Q: How po | cITE A WEBSITE IN CHICAGO STYLE IF THE AUTHOR AND PUBLICATION DATE ARE NOT CLEARLY INDICATED?

A: NWHEN CITING A WEBSITE IN CHICAGO STYLE WHERE THE AUTHOR AND PUBLICATION DATE ARE UNCLEAR, YOU SHOULD
ATTRIBUTE THE WORK TO THE ORGANIZATION OR ENTITY THAT CREATED THE WEBSITE. FOR THE DATE, USE “N.D.” FOR “NO
DATE” IF NO PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATED DATE IS AVAILABLE. ALWAYS INCLUDE THE DATE YOU ACCESSED THE WEBSITE
AND THE URL. EXAMPLE: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, “HisTorRY oF CLEAN AIR ACT,” N.D., ACCESSED OCTOBER
26,2023, HTTPS:/ [ WWW .EPA.GOV [HISTORY [ CLEAN-AIR-ACT.

Q: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO CITE AN ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW IN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY USING CHICAGO STYLE?

A: TO CITE AN ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW IN CHICAGO STYLE, INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE INTERVIEWEE, THE INTERVIEWER (IF
KNOWN), THE DATE OF THE INTERVIEW, AND THE LOCATION OR ARCHIVE WHERE THE RECORDING OR TRANSCRIPT IS HOUSED. IF
IT'S A PUBLISHED OR DIGITIZED ORAL HISTORY, CITE IT AS YOU WOULD ANY OTHER PUBLISHED WORK. EXAMPLE: INTERVIEW
WITH MARIA RODRIGUEZ, CONDUCTED BY JOHN SMITH, JuLy 10, 2020, PRIVATE COLLECTION OF JOHN SMITH, CHICAGO, IL.

Q: How poes CHICAGO STYLE HANDLE CITATIONS FOR SCIENTIFIC DATA OR DATASETS COMMONLY USED IN ENVIRONMENT AL
HISTORY?

A: CITING SCIENTIFIC DATASETS IN CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES IDENTIFYING THE DATA PRODUCER, THE DATASET NAME, ANY
VERSION NUMBERS, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION OR RELEASE, AND THE URL OR REPOSITORY WHERE THE DATA CAN BE ACCESSED.
IT IS ALSO ADVISABLE TO INCLUDE THE DATE OF ACCESS, AS DATASETS CAN BE UPDATED. THE SPECIFIC FORMAT MAY VARY
SLIGHTLY BASED ON THE DATA’S ORIGIN AND FORMAT.
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