
chicago style for endnotes linguistics paper

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide, particularly
prevalent in academic writing. For linguistics papers, adhering to its specific guidelines for endnotes is
crucial for clarity, credibility, and consistency. Understanding the nuances of Chicago style for endnotes in
linguistic research ensures that your citations are accurate and that your scholarly contributions are
presented professionally. This article will delve into the intricacies of implementing Chicago style endnotes
for linguistics papers, covering everything from basic formatting to advanced considerations for various
source types.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Linguistics
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes and bibliography, and
author-date. For linguistic papers, the notes and bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes,
is often preferred. This system allows for detailed explanations and tangential information to be placed in
the notes without disrupting the flow of the main text. Linguistics, with its complex theoretical
frameworks and diverse data sources, benefits greatly from the explanatory power of endnotes.

Adopting Chicago style for endnotes in a linguistics paper signifies a commitment to academic rigor. It
provides a standardized method for acknowledging sources, allowing readers to easily locate and verify the
information you present. This is especially important in linguistics, where referencing specific linguistic
examples, theoretical arguments, or experimental data from existing scholarship is fundamental.

The Purpose and Mechanics of Endnotes in Linguistic Papers
Endnotes in linguistic research serve multiple crucial functions. Primarily, they attribute credit to the
original authors whose work you are referencing, thereby avoiding plagiarism and upholding academic
integrity. Beyond simple attribution, endnotes can also be used to provide supplementary information that,
while relevant, would interrupt the narrative flow of the main text. This might include extended
definitions of technical terms, lengthy transcriptions of linguistic data, or brief discussions of alternative
theoretical interpretations.



Mechanically, endnotes are typically numbered sequentially throughout the document. Each number in
the text corresponds to a note at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. This numbering system
creates a clear link between your textual claims and their supporting sources. The consistent application of
this system ensures that your paper is not only well-researched but also exceptionally well-organized and
easy for your audience to navigate.

Basic Chicago Style Endnote Formatting for Linguistics
The foundational elements of Chicago style endnotes for linguistics involve specific punctuation and order
of information. Generally, a full note for a book will include the author's full name (first and last), the title
of the book in italics, followed by publication details: city of publication, publisher, and year of publication.
This is then followed by a page number or range. The initial citation for a source in an endnote is typically
more detailed than subsequent citations.

For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened format is used. This usually includes the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same
author), and the page number. Consistency in applying these basic formatting rules is paramount for
maintaining a professional and scholarly appearance in your linguistics paper.

Author and Title Information
The author's name is presented in the format First Name Last Name in the first mention of a source in the
endnotes. The title of the work, whether it be a book, journal article, or chapter, is italicized. This
distinction between the author’s name format and the title’s formatting is a key characteristic of Chicago
style.

Publication Details
Publication details provide essential context for your source. For books, this includes the city of publication,
the name of the publishing house, and the year the book was published. For journal articles, the journal
title is italicized, followed by the volume number, issue number (if applicable), year of publication, and the
page range of the article. This detailed information allows readers to precisely identify the source you
consulted.

Page Numbers
Page numbers are critical for directing your reader to the exact location of the information you are citing.
In Chicago style endnotes, page numbers are typically preceded by "p." for a single page or "pp." for a range
of pages. For example, "p. 45" or "pp. 112–115." It is important to be accurate and specific with page
numbers in your linguistic analysis.



Citing Different Source Types in Chicago Style Endnotes for
Linguistics
Linguistic research frequently draws upon a diverse array of sources, from traditional books and journal
articles to conference proceedings, dissertations, and even online linguistic corpora. Chicago style provides
specific guidelines for each of these, ensuring that your citations are comprehensive and accurate, no matter
the origin of your data or theory.

Books
Citing a book in Chicago style endnotes requires careful attention to the order of elements. The initial note
for a book generally includes the author's full name, the italicized title, the place of publication, the
publisher, the year, and the specific page number(s). For example: 1. Noam Chomsky, Syntactic Structures
(The Hague: Mouton, 1957), 23.

Journal Articles
Journal articles are a staple in linguistic scholarship. The citation format typically involves the author's full
name, the article title in quotation marks, the italicized journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the
year of publication in parentheses, and the page number(s). For instance: 2. Andries Coetzee, "Phonetic and
Phonological Aspects of Zulu Click Consonants," Journal of Linguistics 35, no. 2 (1999): 235.

Book Chapters
When citing a chapter within an edited book, the format shifts slightly. You will include the chapter
author's name, the chapter title in quotation marks, followed by "in," the book title in italics, the book
editor(s), the publication information for the book, and the specific page numbers for the chapter. An
example would be: 3. William Labov, "The Social Stratification of English in New York City," in Language
in the Inner City (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1972), 205–210.

Dissertations and Theses
Academic dissertations and theses are valuable sources in linguistics. Their citation in endnotes should
include the author's name, the dissertation title in quotation marks, the degree obtained (e.g., Ph.D.
dissertation), the university, and the year of completion. If available, include relevant page numbers. For
example: 4. Sarah Johnson, "Aspects of Korean Verb Morphology" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of
California, Berkeley, 2018), 78.



Online Sources and Corpora
In the digital age, citing online linguistic resources and corpora is increasingly common. While Chicago
style prioritizes print sources, it offers guidance for digital materials. This often involves the author or
organization, the title of the specific resource, the website name, the publication date or last updated date,
and a stable URL or DOI. For linguistic corpora, specific citation conventions may exist, and it's wise to
check the corpus's documentation for its preferred citation method, which you can then adapt into Chicago
style. For example: 5. Penn Corpora of Old English, "COHA: Corpus of Historical American English,"
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style Endnotes for
Linguistics
Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style endnotes can present challenges, especially when dealing with
less common source types or when maintaining consistency across a lengthy paper. Familiarizing yourself
with common pitfalls and their solutions will greatly enhance the efficiency and accuracy of your citation
process.

Shortened Notes Consistency
A frequent issue is ensuring that shortened notes are correctly formatted and consistently applied. After the
first full citation of a source, subsequent mentions should use a shortened format. This typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened title (if the author has multiple works cited or if the title is long), and the
page number. For example, if the first note for Chomsky's Syntactic Structures was detailed, a subsequent
note might read: 6. Chomsky, Syntactic Structures, 55.

Multiple Authors and Editors
When a work has multiple authors or editors, Chicago style dictates specific ways to list them in endnotes.
For two authors, list both names in the full citation. For three or more authors, list the first author followed
by "et al." (and others) in both full and shortened notes. For edited volumes, the editor(s) are usually listed
after the title in the full citation, often with "ed." or "eds." after their names.

Indirect Citations
Citing a source that you found referenced in another source (an indirect citation) requires clear indication
in your endnote. You should cite the secondary source where you encountered the information and, if
possible, include the original source's details within that citation, often prefaced with "cited in." For



example: 7. Ferdinand de Saussure, Course in General Linguistics, trans. Roy Harris (Chicago: Open Court,
1983), 72, cited in David Crystal, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language, 3rd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2010), 115.

Anonymous Works
If a work is published without an author's name, you typically begin the endnote with the title of the
work, followed by publication details. The title will then be used in shortened notes. This ensures that the
reader can still locate the source effectively within your bibliography.

Advanced Endnote Considerations for Linguistic Research
Beyond basic formatting, advanced considerations in Chicago style endnotes for linguistics involve nuanced
approaches to specific scholarly contexts and the detailed presentation of linguistic evidence.

Referencing Specific Linguistic Data
When citing specific linguistic examples, phonetic transcriptions, or grammatical structures from a source,
be as precise as possible. Include the page number where the example appears. If the example is part of a
larger discussion, clearly indicate the context. For instance, if citing a specific sentence that illustrates a
grammatical rule: 8. Edward Sapir, Language (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1921), 123, referring
to the sentence structure "The dog chased the cat."

Citing Theoretical Frameworks
When introducing or discussing a theoretical framework from a particular scholar, ensure that your
endnote points to the seminal work or the most relevant exposition of that theory. This might involve
citing a foundational book or a key article that outlines the theory's core tenets. This helps contextualize
your own linguistic arguments.

Cross-referencing within Your Paper
While less common and potentially distracting if overused, Chicago style does allow for cross-referencing
within your notes. If a concept discussed in a note is elaborated upon elsewhere in your paper, you could
note "See above, note X," or "See text, pp. Y–Z." However, for clarity and ease of navigation, it is generally
better to ensure that your main text is self-contained or that supplementary information is contained within
the notes themselves.



Annotated Bibliographies
While this article focuses on endnotes, it's worth noting that Chicago style also supports annotated
bibliographies. If your instructor requires one, each entry in the bibliography would include a citation
followed by a paragraph of evaluative or descriptive commentary. This provides a deeper overview of
your sources beyond simple citation.

Mastering Chicago style endnotes for your linguistics paper is an investment in the clarity and credibility
of your research. By diligently applying these guidelines, you ensure that your scholarly work is both
accessible to your readers and a testament to your rigorous academic practice. The detailed citation practices
inherent in Chicago style empower your readers to delve deeper into the sources that inform your
linguistic insights, fostering a richer academic dialogue.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and endnotes in
Chicago style for linguistics papers?
A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the paper, just before the bibliography. Both
serve the same citation purpose in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a linguistics journal article in a Chicago style endnote?
A: For a Chicago style endnote citing a journal article, you typically include the author's full name, the
article title in quotation marks, the italicized journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the year of
publication in parentheses, and the specific page number(s). For example: 1. John J. McCarthy, "The Syntax
of Syllable Structure," Natural Language & Linguistic Theory 10, no. 4 (1992): 537.

Q: What is the shortened note format in Chicago style for subsequent
citations of the same linguistic source?
A: After the first full citation of a source, subsequent mentions use a shortened format. This generally
consists of the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the
same author), and the page number. For instance: 2. McCarthy, "Syntax of Syllable Structure," 540.



Q: How should I cite a linguistic textbook with multiple authors using
Chicago style endnotes?
A: For a textbook with two authors, list both in the endnote. For three or more authors, list the first author
followed by "et al." For example, for a book by Smith, Jones, and Brown: 3. Alice Smith et al., Introduction
to Phonetics (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2010), 45.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite a linguistic corpus in Chicago style
endnotes?
A: While Chicago style prioritizes print, for online corpora, you should include the author or organization,
the title of the corpus, the website name, and a stable URL or DOI. Many corpora also have specific
recommended citation formats which can be adapted into Chicago style. For example: 4. Mark Davies,
"Corpus of Historical American English (COHA)," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/.

Q: How do I handle citing an indirect source in a Chicago style endnote
for my linguistics paper?
A: When citing a source that you found mentioned in another source, you cite the secondary source where
you found it and indicate that it was an indirect citation. You can preface the original source information
with "cited in." For example: 5. Edward Sapir, Culture, Language, and Personality (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1956), 11, cited in Daniel Everett, Don't Sleep, There Are Snakes (New York: Vintage
Books, 2008), 210.

Q: What is the Chicago style for citing a chapter in an edited volume of
linguistic essays?
A: You would cite the chapter author, the chapter title in quotation marks, followed by "in," the title of the
edited volume in italics, the editor(s)' names (with "ed." or "eds."), the publication details of the volume, and
the page range of the chapter. For example: 6. David Pesetsky, "Rhythm and Verbs," in Verb First, ed.
Elena Guerrier, John Higginbotham, and Ana Maria Martins (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 17.

Q: Can I use endnotes to provide additional linguistic data or commentary
in Chicago style?
A: Yes, absolutely. One of the primary advantages of the endnote system in Chicago style is its flexibility.
You can use endnotes to offer extended linguistic examples, provide background information, discuss
theoretical nuances, or offer additional data that would disrupt the flow of the main text.
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