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Navigating Chicago Style for Educational Technology: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for educational technology demands a nuanced approach, blending established

academic citation principles with the evolving landscape of digital tools and resources. This guide

provides a detailed exploration of how to correctly implement Chicago style, whether you're citing a

peer-reviewed journal article on AI in classrooms, a blog post discussing adaptive learning platforms,

or a multimedia resource embedded within a learning management system. We will delve into the

intricacies of both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, offering practical examples and

best practices tailored specifically for the educational technology domain. Understanding these

guidelines is crucial for ensuring academic integrity, facilitating clear communication, and effectively

crediting the myriad sources that inform our understanding and practice of educational technology.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style

At its heart, Chicago style, also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), prioritizes clarity,

accuracy, and consistency in academic writing. It offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes-

Bibliography system, commonly used in the humanities, and the Author-Date system, prevalent in the



social sciences and sciences. Regardless of the chosen system, the fundamental goal is to provide

readers with sufficient information to locate and verify the sources used in a text. For professionals and

scholars in educational technology, adhering to these principles is paramount, ensuring that research

and discourse are grounded in verifiable evidence and that intellectual property is properly

acknowledged.

The foundational elements of Chicago style revolve around presenting source information in a

standardized format. This includes details such as author names, titles of works, publication

information (publisher, year, location), and page numbers or stable URLs. When applied to educational

technology, these principles extend to acknowledging the dynamic nature of digital content, including

its accessibility, potential for updates, and the various formats it can take, from software applications to

online courses and digital simulations.

Chicago Style Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The choice between the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system often

depends on the specific discipline, publication venue, or instructor’s preference within the realm of

educational technology. The NB system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a

corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. This system is often favored when extensive

quotations or references to multiple sources within a single paragraph are common, allowing for a

cleaner prose flow. For educational technology research, this can be beneficial when discussing

complex theoretical frameworks or comparing various technological implementations in detail.

The Author-Date system, conversely, incorporates brief in-text citations consisting of the author's last

name and the year of publication (e.g., (Smith 2022)), with a full reference list at the end of the

document. This method is generally preferred for its conciseness and directness, making it easier for

readers to quickly identify the source and year of information. In educational technology, where

practical applications and rapid development are key, the AD system can effectively highlight the

chronological progression of ideas or the timely relevance of a particular technological solution.



Notes-Bibliography System for Educational Technology

In the Notes-Bibliography system, when you refer to a source related to educational technology, a

superscript number is placed in the text, corresponding to a footnote or endnote. The first time a

source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source

are shortened. For instance, a footnote for a foundational text on learning management systems might

include the author's full name, the title of the book in italics, the publication city and publisher, and the

year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s). This system allows for tangential

information or detailed source descriptions to be included without disrupting the main text’s narrative, a

valuable feature when exploring the historical development or technical specifications of educational

technologies.

Author-Date System for Educational Technology

Using the Author-Date system for educational technology research involves embedding parenthetical

citations directly within the text. For example, a discussion about the impact of virtual reality on student

engagement might cite a relevant study as "(Chen and Lee 2023, 45)". The number '45' indicates the

specific page within the cited work. The reference list at the end of the paper would then provide the

complete publication details for "Chen and Lee 2023," enabling readers to easily locate the original

source. This system is particularly effective for research that builds upon previous findings or

synthesizes multiple studies on a specific educational technology, allowing for a clear chronological or

thematic organization of the literature.

Citing Digital and Online Resources in Educational Technology

The proliferation of digital resources in educational technology presents unique challenges and

considerations for citation. Unlike traditional print materials, online content can be dynamic, updated

frequently, or even removed entirely. Therefore, Chicago style emphasizes providing enough

information for a reader to locate the most stable version of the source available. This typically

includes the author, title of the specific page or article, name of the website (if distinct from the author),



and a stable URL. Crucially, the date the material was accessed is also often included, especially for

content that is prone to change.

When citing online journal articles or e-books that are identical to their print counterparts but accessed

online, the citation format will closely mirror that of their print versions, with the addition of the DOI

(Digital Object Identifier) or stable URL. For original online content, such as blog posts, institutional

reports, or webinars from educational technology conferences, the approach involves clearly identifying

the content type and its origin. The goal is to be as precise as possible, ensuring that anyone seeking

to verify the information can do so effectively, even if the digital landscape shifts.

Online Journal Articles and E-Books

Citing online journal articles and e-books in Chicago style requires attention to whether a print version

exists and the availability of a DOI. If a DOI is available, it is generally preferred over a URL as it

provides a more permanent link. The format typically includes the author(s), article title in quotation

marks, journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers, year, and the DOI or URL. For e-books, the

format is similar to print books but includes information about the e-book format and its retrieval

location if applicable, such as the platform it was accessed on or a direct URL.

Websites, Blogs, and Online Reports

When referencing websites, blog posts, or online reports within the educational technology field, the

citation needs to capture the essential elements of the digital content. For a website page, this

includes the author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the name of

the website, and the most recent publication or update date if available, followed by the accessed date

and the URL. Blog posts are cited similarly, often including the blog's name and the specific post title.

Online reports from educational technology organizations should be treated as standalone publications,

providing all necessary identifying information for retrieval.



Footnotes and Endnotes for Educational Technology Sources

In the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for in-text

citation of educational technology sources. These notes are essential for providing detailed attribution

without interrupting the flow of the main text. For digital resources, a footnote might look like this for an

online article: Jane Doe, "The Future of Gamification in K-12 Education," EdTech Insights Blog, last

modified October 26, 2023, https://www.edtechinsights.com/gamification-future. A subsequent note for

the same source would be shortened, e.g., Doe, "Gamification." When citing software or a specific

digital platform, the note would include the software name, developer, version number if applicable,

and the URL or installation details.

The content of footnotes and endnotes can also extend beyond simple citation. They can be used to

provide supplementary information, definitions of technical terms common in educational technology, or

brief discussions of related concepts that do not fit within the main body of the text. This flexibility

makes the NB system particularly useful for in-depth analyses of complex educational technology

topics, allowing authors to incorporate a wealth of contextual information and source material

seamlessly.

Bibliographic Entries for Educational Technology Literature

The bibliography, or reference list, is a comprehensive compilation of all sources cited in the text,

presented in alphabetical order by the author's last name. For educational technology, this list will

likely include a diverse range of materials. A book chapter on instructional design, a journal article on

learning analytics, a conference paper on AI tutors, and a website from a leading educational

technology organization might all appear. The format for each entry adheres strictly to Chicago style

guidelines, ensuring consistency and facilitating easy identification of each source.

The bibliographic entry for a book on educational technology would include the author(s), title in italics,

publication city, publisher, and year. For journal articles, it would be author(s), article title in quotation

marks, journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers, year, and page range, followed by the DOI or

URL. Websites and online reports would follow a similar structure to what is described for footnotes,

providing all necessary details for retrieval. The emphasis is on completeness and accuracy, enabling



readers to independently verify the research and explore the referenced materials further.

Citing Multimedia and Interactive Educational Technology

The educational technology landscape is rich with multimedia and interactive elements, such as

videos, podcasts, simulations, and interactive modules. Citing these types of resources requires careful

consideration of what constitutes the "work" being cited and how to provide sufficient identification for

retrieval. For a YouTube video on using a specific educational app, the citation might include the

uploader's name (or channel name), the video title in quotation marks, the website name (YouTube),

the publication date, and the URL. For interactive simulations or software, the citation would identify

the creator, title, version, and the means of access or installation.

When referencing a podcast episode about emerging trends in educational technology, the citation

would typically include the host(s) or guest(s), episode title in quotation marks, podcast title in italics,

episode number (if applicable), publication date, and the URL or platform where it can be accessed.

The key principle remains to provide enough descriptive information so that another individual can find

and engage with the same multimedia or interactive resource. This is vital for supporting the claims

made and allowing for critical evaluation of the evidence presented in educational technology research.

Challenges and Nuances in Chicago Style for EdTech

Applying Chicago style to the dynamic field of educational technology presents several unique

challenges. One significant issue is the ephemeral nature of online content; websites can change or

disappear, and software can be updated with new versions, rendering older citations partially or wholly

inaccurate. Another nuance involves the authorship of collaborative online projects or AI-generated

content, where traditional notions of single authorship may not apply. Furthermore, the sheer variety of

digital formats, from interactive whiteboards to learning management system features, requires

adaptability in applying citation principles.

Institutions and publications within educational technology may also develop specific style guides or

preferences that augment or modify standard Chicago style. These can address how to cite specific



types of learning objects, data sets used in educational research, or proprietary software platforms.

Staying abreast of these guidelines, alongside the core Chicago Manual of Style, is essential for

researchers and writers in this field. The goal is always to prioritize clarity, verifiability, and academic

integrity, even when navigating the complexities of cutting-edge digital tools and resources.

Best Practices for Consistency in EdTech Citations

Achieving consistency in Chicago style citations for educational technology is paramount for

maintaining credibility and facilitating reader comprehension. The first best practice is to clearly decide

whether to use the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system and adhere to it strictly throughout the

entire document. Whichever system is chosen, ensure that the formatting for similar types of sources

remains uniform. For instance, all online journal articles should be cited in the same manner, and all

website references should follow a consistent pattern.

Another crucial practice is to maintain a thorough and meticulously organized list of all sources used.

This not only aids in compiling the final bibliography or reference list but also helps in accurately

creating footnotes or endnotes. Utilizing citation management software can be incredibly beneficial for

educational technology professionals, as it can automate much of the formatting process and help

ensure accuracy. Finally, regularly consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, along

with any specific guidelines from your institution or publisher, is vital for addressing any uncertainties

and ensuring compliance with current best practices in academic and professional writing.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a specific feature within a learning management

system (LMS) using Chicago style?

A: For Chicago style, citing a specific feature within an LMS can be challenging due to its integrated

nature. Generally, you would treat the LMS as a software or online platform. If you are referring to a

general function or module available to all users, you might cite the LMS itself with its developer and



version (e.g., Canvas, Instructure, version 7.2). If you are referring to custom content created within

the LMS by an instructor, and it's accessible to others, you would cite the instructor as author, the title

of the content, the LMS as the platform, and provide a stable URL if available and permitted by the

institution. If it's proprietary and not publicly accessible, you may need to describe it in the text or use

a personal communication citation if sharing with others.

Q: What is the preferred method for citing a webinar or online

presentation about educational technology in Chicago style?

A: For a webinar or online presentation, Chicago style typically requires treating it as a multimedia

resource. In the Notes-Bibliography system, a footnote or endnote would include the presenter's name,

the title of the presentation (in quotation marks), the name of the event or webinar series (if applicable,

in italics), the date of the presentation, and the URL or access information. For the Author-Date

system, the in-text citation would be followed by a full entry in the reference list, containing similar

details. If the webinar is archived, include access information for the archive.

Q: How do I cite an educational technology product or software that is

frequently updated?

A: When citing educational technology software that is frequently updated, Chicago style recommends

providing the most specific information available for the version you used. This includes the software

title (in italics), the developer or company name, and the specific version number or release date if

known. For online software or platforms, a stable URL and the date you accessed it are crucial. If a

specific version is no longer available, you might note that in your citation or text. For ongoing

research, it may be necessary to track updates and revise citations accordingly if the product changes

significantly.



Q: Is it necessary to include the access date for all online educational

technology resources in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, including the access date for online resources is generally recommended,

especially for content that is known to change frequently, such as websites, blog posts, or dynamic

data visualizations. While it may not be strictly required for stable online publications like e-books or

online journal articles with DOIs, it is good practice to include it for all online sources to provide a clear

record of when the information was retrieved. This helps readers account for potential changes or the

disappearance of the content.

Q: How do I cite an AI-generated text or response in the context of

educational technology research using Chicago style?

A: Citing AI-generated text in Chicago style is an evolving area. The general approach is to credit the

AI model and developer. For example, you might cite it as "ChatGPT (version 3.5), developed by

OpenAI, response to prompt '[your prompt here]', October 26, 2023." If you are presenting the AI's

output as evidence, you would typically include the prompt used and the specific model and date of

generation. Given the experimental nature of AI, it's also advisable to consult specific journal or

publisher guidelines, as they may have particular requirements for citing AI-generated content.

Q: What is the difference between citing an online course and citing a

single module within that course in Chicago style?

A: Citing an entire online course in Chicago style typically involves providing the course title (in italics),

the institution offering it, and the year it was made available or accessed. For example, "Introduction to

Digital Pedagogy. Online course. University of EdTech, 2023." If you are citing a specific module or

lesson within the course, you would cite it as a chapter or section within a larger work. This would

include the module title (in quotation marks), followed by the course title (in italics), the institution, and

the URL or access details, along with the date accessed.



Q: How should I cite a digital educational game or simulation in

Chicago style?

A: When citing a digital educational game or simulation in Chicago style, you should provide

information that allows the reader to identify and potentially access the resource. In the Notes-

Bibliography system, a footnote would include the title of the game/simulation (in italics), the developer

or publisher, the year of release or version number, and the URL or platform where it can be found.

For example: Minecraft: Education Edition. Mojang Studios, 2023. https://education.minecraft.net/. The

bibliographic entry would follow a similar format.
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