
chicago style for church history
The Chicago Style for Church History: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for church history provides a robust framework for scholars and
writers engaged in documenting and analyzing religious pasts. Adhering to
this meticulous citation and stylistic guide ensures clarity, consistency,
and academic rigor in presenting complex historical narratives. This
comprehensive article will delve into the core components of the Chicago
Manual of Style as applied to church history, covering everything from in-
text citations and bibliographical entries to formatting guidelines and
common pitfalls. Understanding these elements is crucial for any researcher
aiming to produce credible and impactful work in the field of ecclesiastical
studies, church records, and the broader landscape of religious history.
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Understanding Chicago's Citation Systems: Notes
and Bibliography
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date system. For church
history, the NB system is overwhelmingly the preferred choice due to its
capacity for detailed scholarly apparatus, which is essential when dealing
with the often intricate and multi-layered nature of historical evidence.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained
The NB system relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within
the text. Each note corresponds to a superscript number placed at the end of
a sentence or clause, signaling the reader to consult the accompanying note
for source information. This system allows for extensive commentary and the
inclusion of source details without disrupting the flow of the main
narrative. Following the notes, a bibliography is provided, listing all
sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by author's last name.



Why NB is Ideal for Church History
Church history often involves citing a variety of source types, including
archival materials, sermons, theological treatises, denominational records,
and oral histories. The flexibility of the notes system allows for precise
attribution of information to specific documents, even when quoting
extensively or paraphrasing complex arguments. Furthermore, notes can
accommodate explanatory comments, cross-references to other parts of the
work, or brief discussions of source provenance that might be too detailed
for a parenthetical citation in the Author-Date system. This level of detail
is vital for scholarly credibility in the field.

Crafting Accurate Citations for Primary Church
Documents
Primary sources form the bedrock of church history. Properly citing these
materials in Chicago style requires careful attention to detail, as these
documents can vary significantly in format and availability.

Archival Materials and Manuscripts
When citing materials from church archives, such as letters, meeting minutes,
or congregational records, the citation should include the specific document
title, the author or creator (if applicable), the date of the document, the
name of the archive, and the collection or box number where the item is
housed. For example:

First National Bank of Chicago, Ledger, July 1905, Series 3, Box 12,
Chicago Historical Society, Chicago.

It is also crucial to provide the specific folio or page number if available.
If the document is unpublished, this should be indicated.

Published Primary Sources
Published primary sources, like historical theological works, early church
histories, or collections of documents, are cited similarly to any other
book. The key is to accurately identify the author, title, publisher, and
year of publication. If you are citing a specific edition, such as a critical
edition or a facsimile reprint, that information must be included.

Sermons and Oral Histories
Sermons, whether published or unpublished, should be treated as distinct



works. If a sermon is published in a collection, cite it as a chapter within
that book. If it's an unpublished manuscript or recording, include the
preacher's name, the title of the sermon (if any), the date it was delivered,
and its current location (e.g., personal collection, archive, transcript).
For oral histories, cite the interviewee, interviewer (if known), date of
interview, and the repository holding the recording or transcript.

Navigating Secondary Sources in Church History
Research
Secondary sources, which are scholarly analyses of primary sources, are also
critical for building a comprehensive understanding of church history.
Chicago style provides clear guidelines for citing these as well.

Books and Monographs
When citing a book, the full bibliographic information is required: author's
full name, title of the book (italicized), place of publication, publisher,
and year of publication. In the notes, a shortened form is used after the
first full citation. For example:

First citation in note: John Smith, The History of the Early Christian Church
(New York: Religious Press, 1998), 45.

Subsequent citation in note: Smith, Early Christian Church, 102.

Journal Articles and Chapters in Edited Volumes
Journal articles require the author's name, article title, journal title
(italicized), volume and issue number, and the year of publication, along
with the page numbers for the article and the specific page(s) cited.
Chapters in edited volumes follow a similar pattern, indicating the chapter
author and title, followed by "in" and the editor(s), book title, and
publication details.

Jane Doe, "Baptist Expansion in Illinois," Journal of American Religious
History 25, no. 2 (2005): 150.

Richard Roe, "Reformation Theology and Society," in Essays on Early
Modern Europe, ed. Sarah Lee (Oxford: University Press, 2010), 78-99.

Formatting Essentials for Church History Papers
Beyond citations, adhering to Chicago's formatting guidelines ensures a



professional and readable document, which is crucial for presenting your
church history research effectively.

Manuscript Preparation
Chicago style recommends specific margins (typically 1 inch on all sides),
double-spacing for the entire manuscript (including block quotations), and a
legible typeface (like Times New Roman or Arial) in 12-point size. Page
numbers should appear in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting
with the first page of the text.

Block Quotations
Longer quotations (typically 5 lines or more) should be formatted as block
quotations. This involves indenting the entire quotation from the left margin
and omitting quotation marks. The period at the end of the quotation should
precede the citation number.

Tables and Figures
If your church history paper includes tables or figures, they should be
clearly labeled with sequential numbers and descriptive titles. Notes for
tables and figures should appear directly below them. Ensure that all visual
elements are integrated logically into the text and are referenced by number.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style for Religious History
While comprehensive, Chicago style can present challenges, especially when
dealing with less common source materials or intricate denominational
structures characteristic of church history.

Handling Complex Denominational Structures
Some denominations have complex hierarchical or decentralized structures,
leading to multiple potential archival locations or varied naming conventions
for official bodies. The key is consistency and clarity. If a particular
denominational body is consistently referred to by a specific name, use that
name throughout your work, and explain any abbreviations or alternative
designations in your first note or in a glossary if necessary. Ensure your
citations accurately reflect the repository where the specific record was
found.



Citing Denominational Publications and Periodicals
Denominational newspapers, magazines, and official reports often have unique
citation needs. Treat them like journals or magazines, ensuring you include
the publication name, date, and specific page numbers. If citing a specific
report or resolution, ensure the official title and date of adoption are
clear.

Consistency and Accuracy
The most common pitfall is inconsistency. A minor deviation in formatting or
citation detail can detract from the credibility of your work. Always refer
to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style and consult style guides
specific to church history or religious studies if available. Proofreading
meticulously for citation errors is paramount.

Specialized Terminology
Church history is replete with specialized theological, liturgical, and
organizational terminology. While Chicago style doesn't dictate specific
terminological choices, it requires that terms be used accurately and
consistently. Footnotes can be useful for defining or contextualizing these
terms when their usage might not be immediately clear to a broader academic
audience.

Key Takeaways for Chicago Style in Church History
Mastering Chicago style for church history involves a commitment to detail,
consistency, and understanding the nuances of religious documentation. By
carefully applying the Notes-Bibliography system, accurately citing a wide
array of primary and secondary sources, and adhering to formatting standards,
researchers can produce scholarly work that is both authoritative and
accessible. The meticulous nature of Chicago style ultimately serves to
enhance the reader's trust in the presented historical narrative, allowing
the complexities of faith and institutional development to be explored with
clarity and precision.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
for church history papers using Chicago style?
A: The primary citation system recommended and most commonly used for church
history papers employing the Chicago Manual of Style is the Notes-
Bibliography (NB) system. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-
text citations and is supplemented by a comprehensive bibliography at the end
of the work.



Q: How do I cite an unpublished manuscript from a
church archive in Chicago style?
A: To cite an unpublished manuscript from a church archive, you should
include the author or creator of the document, its title, the date it was
created, the name of the archive, and the specific collection or box number
where it is housed. If a page or folio number is available, it should also be
included. For example: John Doe, "Letter to the Vestry," March 15, 1920, St.
Mary's Parish Records, Box 7, Archdiocese of Chicago Archives, Chicago.

Q: What information should be included when citing a
historical sermon in Chicago style?
A: When citing a historical sermon, if it is published in a collection, treat
it as a chapter in a book. If it is unpublished, include the preacher's name,
the sermon's title (if it has one), the date it was delivered, and its
current location (e.g., in an archive, a personal collection, or as a
transcribed document).

Q: How does the Chicago style handle citations for
denominational records versus other types of
historical documents?
A: The Chicago style handles citations for denominational records similarly
to other archival or manuscript materials. The key is to be specific about
the document's origin, title, date, and location. For official denominational
publications or minutes, you would treat them as you would any other
published or unpublished report, ensuring you clearly identify the body that
produced the record and the specific meeting or publication.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style, and which is preferred for
church history?
A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made,
while endnotes are gathered at the end of the text, chapter, or document.
Both are acceptable within the Notes-Bibliography system. For church history,
the preference often depends on the author or publisher's guidelines, but
endnotes can sometimes be preferred for longer works or when extensive notes
are anticipated, as they do not interrupt the reading flow as much as
footnotes can.



Q: How should I cite a denominational newspaper
article in Chicago style?
A: To cite a denominational newspaper article, you would typically include
the author's name (if bylined), the article title, the newspaper's name
(italicized), the date of publication, and the page number(s). For example:
Jane Smith, "New Mission Established," The Christian Herald, April 20, 1955,
3.

Q: Is there a specific Chicago style guideline for
citing oral histories related to church history?
A: Yes, for oral histories, you should cite the interviewee, the interviewer
(if known), the date of the interview, and the repository or collection where
the recording or transcript is held. For example: Interview with Sister Agnes
Mary, by Father Michael Brown, July 10, 2010, Oral History Collection, Box
15, Catholic Historical Society Archives, Chicago.
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