
chicago style for canon law

The Chicago Manual of Style, often affectionately referred to as CMOS, is a
widely respected and frequently utilized style guide in academic and
publishing circles. When it comes to the intricate and specialized field of
canon law, adhering to a consistent citation and formatting standard is
paramount for clarity, accuracy, and scholarly integrity. This comprehensive
article will delve into the specific applications and considerations of the
Chicago style for canon law, exploring its nuances in presenting legal texts,
ecclesiastical documents, and scholarly analyses. We will cover the
fundamental principles of Chicago style as they pertain to canon law, the
correct methods for citing various types of canon law sources, and best
practices for ensuring scholarly rigor in your writing. Understanding these
guidelines is crucial for anyone seeking to publish or research within this
distinct legal and theological domain.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in
Canon Law

The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework for academic writing,
and its principles extend effectively to the specialized discipline of canon
law. Canon law, the body of laws and regulations made by ecclesiastical
authority (in the tradition of the Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox Church,
and Anglican Communion) for the governance of its members and institutions,
requires precise referencing due to its reliance on ancient texts, complex
legislative history, and interdisciplinary nature, often intersecting with
theology, history, and civil law. Applying Chicago style ensures that these
complex sources are presented in a clear, unambiguous, and scholarly manner,
fostering credibility and facilitating further research.

When engaging with canon law, writers often encounter a diverse array of
source materials. These can range from foundational documents like the Code
of Canon Law itself, papal pronouncements, conciliar decrees, and juridical
decisions, to scholarly commentaries, historical analyses, and theological
treatises. The Chicago style's emphasis on both footnotes for direct citation
and a comprehensive bibliography for an overview of consulted works offers a



flexible yet rigorous approach to managing this variety. This dual system
allows readers to trace the author's arguments back to their origins while
also providing a broader context of the scholarship informing the work.

Core Principles of Chicago Style for Canon Law

The foundational principles of Chicago style that are particularly relevant
to canon law revolve around clarity, consistency, and authority. The guide
emphasizes providing readers with all necessary information to locate and
verify sources, thereby supporting the author's claims. For canon law, this
translates to meticulously identifying specific canons, decrees, pontifical
documents, and scholarly interpretations. The goal is to avoid any ambiguity
that could lead to misinterpretation of legal texts or historical context.

Consistency is key. Whether citing a specific canon from the 1983 Code of
Canon Law or a papal encyclical from the pontificate of Leo XIII, the method
of presentation should remain uniform throughout the work. This includes the
way abbreviations are used, the punctuation employed, and the order of
information presented in citations. The Chicago style offers two main
systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For canon
law, the notes-bibliography system, with its reliance on footnotes, is
generally preferred for its ability to integrate detailed source information
directly within the text’s flow, which is especially beneficial for complex
legal and historical references.

Citing Primary Sources in Canon Law

Primary sources are the bedrock of canon law scholarship. These include
legislative texts, pontifical documents, and judicial decisions. Accurately
citing these materials is crucial for demonstrating the author's engagement
with the authoritative sources of canon law.

The Code of Canon Law

When citing the Code of Canon Law (whether the 1983 Code for the Latin Church
or the 2003 Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches), precision is paramount.
A typical footnote citation will include the book, title, canon number, and
potentially a specific clause or paragraph. For instance, a reference to
canon 1121 of the 1983 Code might appear as: 1. See Code of Canon Law, canon
1121, §2.

When referring to the Code in a bibliography, it is often listed by its
official title and year. The format for the bibliography entry would be more
concise than a footnote, typically omitting the "canon" designation and
focusing on the publication details. For example: Code of Canon Law: Latin-
English Edition. Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1983.

Pontifical Documents

Pontifical documents, such as encyclicals, apostolic constitutions, motu
proprios, and apostolic exhortations, are vital primary sources. Chicago
style requires identifying the type of document, its official title, the
issuing authority (the Pope), and the date of promulgation. For an
encyclical, a footnote might look like this: 2. Pope John Paul II, Encyclical
Letter Fides et Ratio, September 15, 1998, §32.



In the bibliography, the entry would be formatted to include the author
(Pope's name and title), the full title of the document, and its publication
details. An example entry: John Paul II. Fides et Ratio. September 15, 1998.

Conciliar Decrees and Papal Pronouncements

Citing decrees from ecumenical councils (e.g., the Second Vatican Council) or
other significant papal pronouncements follows similar principles. Key
information includes the council or pontificate, the name of the decree or
constitution, and its date. Footnote example: 3. Second Vatican Council,
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, November 18, 1965,
art. 10.

The bibliography entry would be structured to be easily identifiable, such
as: Second Vatican Council. Dei Verbum. November 18, 1965.

Citing Secondary Sources in Canon Law

Secondary sources, such as scholarly books, journal articles, and
commentaries on canon law, are essential for understanding and interpreting
primary sources. Chicago style provides clear guidelines for citing these
works.

Scholarly Books and Commentaries

When citing a scholarly book that analyzes canon law, the footnote should
include the author's name, the title of the book (italicized), publication
details (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s). For
instance: 4. John T. Noonan Jr., The Scholastic Analysis of Usury (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1957), 215.

The corresponding bibliography entry would be: Noonan Jr., John T. The
Scholastic Analysis of Usury. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1957.

Journal Articles

Citing articles from journals specializing in canon law or related fields
requires specific formatting. A footnote would include the author, article
title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume number, issue
number (if applicable), year of publication, and page number(s). Example: 5.
Mary E. Doyle, "The Evolution of the Sacrament of Marriage in Post-Tridentine
Canon Law," The Jurist 68, no. 2 (2008): 345.

The bibliography entry for a journal article would be: Doyle, Mary E. "The
Evolution of the Sacrament of Marriage in Post-Tridentine Canon Law." The
Jurist 68, no. 2 (2008): 344–67.

Online Sources

While less common for core canon law texts, secondary scholarship may be
accessed online. If citing an online article or document that does not have a
print equivalent, include a URL and, if available, a stable DOI or a date of
access. However, for authoritative canon law texts, print editions are
generally preferred and should be cited as such.



Specific Formatting Considerations for Canon
Law

Beyond general citation rules, certain formatting aspects are particularly
important for canon law writing to ensure clarity and adherence to scholarly
norms.

Abbreviations

The use of standard abbreviations is common in canon law, especially for
frequently cited documents and institutions. Chicago style allows for the use
of commonly understood abbreviations, but it is essential to define them upon
their first use, either in a footnote or in a separate list of abbreviations
if extensive. For example, "CIC" for the Codex Iuris Canonici (Code of Canon
Law) or "CCEO" for the Codex Canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium.

It is good practice to consult established abbreviations lists within the
field of canon law scholarship or to be consistent within your own work. If a
specific abbreviation is not widely recognized, providing its full form at
the first mention is crucial.

Latin Terms

Canon law frequently employs Latin terminology. According to Chicago style,
Latin terms that are not commonly translated or are integral to the legal
concept should be italicized. Their first use in the text should typically be
accompanied by an English translation in parentheses, especially if the
audience may not be familiar with the term.

For example, when discussing the concept of locus parentis, one might write:
"the principle of locus parentis (the place of a parent)...". Subsequent uses
of the term can omit the translation.

Capitalization and Titles

Proper capitalization of titles of laws, documents, and ecclesiastical
offices is important. Generally, titles of specific laws or documents that
are legislative in nature are capitalized. For example, "Apostolic
Constitution," "Encyclical Letter," or "Decree."

Similarly, formal titles of ecclesiastical offices (e.g., "the Supreme
Pontiff," "the Ordinary") are often capitalized when referring to the office
rather than a specific individual holding it. However, it is advisable to
consult specific guidance within the Chicago Manual of Style or scholarly
conventions within canon law for nuanced cases.

Footnotes and Bibliography in Chicago Style
Canon Law

The notes-bibliography system, which forms the backbone of Chicago style for
many academic disciplines, is exceptionally well-suited for canon law. This
system uses numbered footnotes (or endnotes) to provide citations for direct
quotes, paraphrased ideas, and specific data points, allowing for detailed
source attribution without disrupting the narrative flow of the main text.

Each footnote corresponds to a number in the text. The first time a source is



cited in a footnote, a full citation is provided. Subsequent citations of the
same source in footnotes are typically shortened, often including the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This efficiency
is vital when dealing with extensive citations common in legal scholarship.

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the work, provides a comprehensive,
alphabetized list of all sources cited in the footnotes. This allows readers
to quickly survey the scholarly landscape the author has engaged with and to
locate any source mentioned. For canon law, the bibliography entry must be
complete enough for a reader to find the cited document or text, including
publication information for books and journals, and where applicable,
official promulgation dates and numbers for legal instruments.

The relationship between footnotes and bibliography is symbiotic. Footnotes
pinpoint the exact location of information, while the bibliography offers a
broader overview of the research undertaken. This dual approach ensures both
precision in argumentation and transparency in research methodology, which
are non-negotiable in scholarly discourse on canon law.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style Canon Law

Navigating the application of Chicago style to the unique demands of canon
law can present specific challenges. One common hurdle is the sheer volume
and historical depth of primary source materials, which can sometimes lack
standardized publication details readily available for modern academic works.

Another challenge arises from the multilingual nature of canon law
scholarship, with many foundational texts and significant commentaries
originally written in Latin or other languages. Ensuring accurate
representation and citation of these works, including providing authoritative
translations where necessary, requires careful attention to detail. When
citing historical documents, the principle of using the most authoritative
and accessible edition available is paramount.

To address these issues, researchers are encouraged to consult specialized
style guides or glossaries within canon law scholarship, if available, in
conjunction with the Chicago Manual of Style. Developing a consistent
internal system for abbreviations and the presentation of unfamiliar terms is
also a practical solution. Furthermore, clarity in footnotes, providing full
publication details or noting the absence thereof with an explanation, can
mitigate potential confusion for the reader. When in doubt, erring on the
side of providing more information rather than less is generally a sound
strategy in scholarly citation.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing the
1983 Code of Canon Law and a papal encyclical using
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the type of document and the specific
information required for identification. Citing the 1983 Code of Canon Law
focuses on identifying the specific canon number, book, and title. Citing a
papal encyclical requires the Pope's name, the formal title of the
encyclical, and its promulgation date, along with any specific paragraph or



section number.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes when applying
Chicago style to canon law?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style offers both footnotes and endnotes. For canon
law scholarship, footnotes are generally preferred as they allow readers to
see the citation information immediately alongside the point being made in
the text, which is particularly helpful for dense legal arguments. However,
endnotes can be used if a cleaner text layout is desired, provided they are
clearly organized.

Q: How should I cite a canon law text that is only
available in Latin?
A: When citing a canon law text that is only available in Latin, you should
provide the full Latin title and publication information in your footnote or
bibliography. It is also considered good practice to italicize the Latin
title. If a widely accepted English translation exists, you might mention it,
but the primary citation should refer to the original Latin text.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate "Code of
Canon Law" in Chicago style for canon law?
A: The most common abbreviation for the 1983 Code of Canon Law is "CIC" (from
the Latin Codex Iuris Canonici). When you first use this abbreviation in your
text, it is advisable to define it. For example: "The juridical effects are
governed by the Code of Canon Law (CIC)...". Subsequent uses can then employ
"CIC".

Q: When citing secondary sources in Chicago style for
canon law, is it necessary to include the publisher's
location?
A: Yes, according to the Chicago Manual of Style, when citing secondary
sources such as scholarly books, the publisher's location (city) is typically
included in both footnote and bibliography entries. This helps readers
identify the specific edition and publication history of the work.

Q: How do I cite a decision from an ecclesiastical
tribunal in Chicago style?
A: Citing decisions from ecclesiastical tribunals requires identifying the
tribunal, the parties involved (often anonymized), the date of the decision,
and any official case number or identifier. A typical footnote might include:
"Tribunal of [Name of Tribunal], [Case Name, often anonymized], [Date], [Case
Number/Identifier]."



Q: What is the recommended approach for citing
multiple works by the same author in Chicago style
for canon law?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author, the Chicago Manual of Style
recommends using shortened titles in subsequent footnote citations. In the
bibliography, list the works chronologically by publication date. If two
works by the same author have the same publication year, use letters (e.g.,
2020a, 2020b) to distinguish them.

Q: How should I handle ancient or medieval canon law
texts that may have inconsistent publication details?
A: For ancient or medieval canon law texts, the goal is to provide the most
accurate and complete citation possible based on the available scholarly
editions. This might involve citing a critical edition, noting the editor,
and providing publication details of that specific edition. If the text is
part of a larger collection, cite the collection and the specific item within
it.
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