CHICAGO STYLE FOR CANON LAW CITATION

THE IMPORTANCE oF CHICAGO STYLE FOR CANON LAW CITATION

CHICAGO STYLE FOR CANON LAW CITATION IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT FOR ANYONE ENGAGING WITH THE COMPLEX AND
HISTORICAL BODY OF LAW GOVERNING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. MASTERING THESE CITATION PRACTICES ENSURES CLARITY,
CREDIBILITY, AND ADHERENCE TO ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS WHEN REFERENCING CANONICAL TEXTS, DECREES, AND
SCHOLARLY INTERPRETATIONS. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING AND APPLYING CHICAGO
STYLE TO CANON LAW SOURCES, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM BASIC PRINCIPLES TO SPECIFIC EXAMPLES FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF
DOCUMENTS. WE WILL DELVE INTO THE NUANCES OF CITING THE CODEX |URIS CANONICI, PAPAL PRONOUNCEMENTS, CONCILIAR
DOCUMENTS, AND SECONDARY SCHOLARLY WORKS, OFFERING PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR RESEARCHERS, THEOLOGIANS, AND LEGAL
PROFESSIONALS. UNDERSTANDING THESE GUIDELINES IS PARAMOUNT FOR ACCURATE SCHOLARSHIP AND EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE FIELD OF CANON LAW.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS OF CHICAGO STYLE FOR CANON LAW
CITATION

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, IN ITS VARIOUS EDITIONS, OFFERS A ROBUST FRAMEWORK FOR ACADEMIC AND LEGAL
WRITING. W/HEN APPLIED TO CANON LA, THESE PRINCIPLES AIM TO PROVIDE A STANDARDIZED METHOD FOR ACKNOWLEDGING
AND LOCATING THE PRECISE SOURCES USED IN RESEARCH. THIS STANDARDIZATION IS CRUCIAL BECAUSE CANON LAW IS A
CODIFIED SYSTEM WITH A LONG HISTORY, AND REFERENCING ITS COMPONENTS ACCURATELY ALLOWS READERS TO VERIFY
INFORMATION AND DELVE DEEPER INTO THE LEGAL TRADITION. THE CORE TENETS OF CHICAGO STYLE, SUCH AS CLARITY,
CONSISTENCY, AND COMPLETENESS, ARE ESPECIALLY VITAL IN THIS SPECIALIZED FIELD.

AT ITS HEART, CHICAGO STYLE CITATION FOR CANON LAW EMPHASIZES THE NEED TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT DETAIL FOR
IMMEDIATE IDENTIFICATION AND RETRIEVAL OF THE CITED MATERIAL. THIS INVOLVES SPECIFYING THE EXACT DOCUMENT, ITS
PROMULGATED DATE, AND, WHERE APPLICABLE, THE SPECIFIC ARTICLE OR SECTION. UNLIKE SOME OTHER CITATION STYLES THAT
MAY FOCUS HEAVILY ON AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEMS FOR CONTEMPORARY LEGAL TEXTS, CANON LAW CITATION OFTEN LEANS
TOWARDS A MORE DESCRIPTIVE APPROACH, DETAILING THE NATURE AND ORIGIN OF THE CANONICAL SOURCE. THIS APPROACH
ACKNOWLEDGES THE UNIQUE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND AUTHORITATIVE NATURE OF CHURCH LAW.

Key ELEMENTS oF A CANON LAW CITATION

REGARDLESS OF THE SPECIFIC TYPE OF CANON LAW DOCUMENT BEING CITED, CERTAIN FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS ARE TYPICALLY
REQUIRED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE CHICAGO-STYLE CITATION. THESE ELEMENTS ENSURE THAT THE READER CAN PINPOINT THE
EXACT SOURCE BEING REFERENCED. UNDERSTANDING THESE COMPONENTS IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD ACCURATE CITATION.

® THE SPECIFIC TITLE OF THE CANONICAL DOCUMENT OR TEXT.
® THE DATE OF PROMULGATION OR PUBLICATION.

® THE AUTHORITATIVE BODY OR PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS ISSUANCE.



e FOR CODIFIED LAWS, THE SPECIFIC BOOK, TITLE, CHAPTER, ARTICLE, AND PARAGRAPH NUMBER.
e FOR OTHER DOCUMENTS, RELEVANT SECTION OR PAGE NUMBERS.

e FOR SECONDARY SOURCES, AUTHOR, TITLE, PUBLISHER, AND PUBLICATION YEAR.

FooTNoTEs vs. BiBLIOGRAPHY IN CANON LAW CITATION

CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION METHODS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE. FOR CANON LAW, THE
NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, UTILIZING FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES, IS OVERWHELMINGLY PREFERRED. THIS SYSTEM ALLOWS
FOR DETAILED, UNOBTRUSIVE CITATION WITHIN THE TEXT AND PROVIDES AMPLE SPACE FOR EXPLANATORY NOTES. THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY THEN PROVIDES A CONSOLIDATED LIST OF ALL SOURCES CONSULTED AT THE END OF THE \WORK.

THE USE OF FOOTNOTES IS PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS IN CANON LAW BECAUSE IT ALLOWS FOR THE INCLUSION OF
ORIGINAL LATIN TERMS OR PARALLEL TRANSLATIONS ALONGSIDE THE CITATION, WHICH CAN BE CRUCIAL FOR PRECISION. THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE, ENABLING READERS TO LOCATE EVERY SOURCE USED BY THE AUTHOR.
THIS DUAL APPROACH ENSURES BOTH IMMEDIATE VERIFICATION AND BROADER ACCESSIBILITY TO THE SCHOLARLY MATERIAL.

CiTinGg THE Copex luris Canonicl (CIC)

THe Copex luris Canonicl, or Cobe oF CANON LAW, IS THE PRIMARY LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT OF THE LATIN CHURCH.
ACCURATE CITATION OF ITS PROVISIONS IS FUNDAMENTAL FOR ANY DISCUSSION OF CHURCH GOVERNANCE AND DOCTRINE.
CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES CLEAR GUIDELINES FOR REFERENCING SPECIFIC CANONS, ENSURING PRECISION AND AUTHORITY.

\W/HEN CITING A CANON FROM THE CODE, THE MOST CRITICAL INFORMATION TO INCLUDE IS THE CANON NUMBER ITSELF, ALONG
WITH THE YEAR OF PROMULGATION OF THE CODE BEING REFERENCED. SINCE THE CURRENT CODE WAS PROMULGATED IN 1983,
THIS YEAR IS ALMOST ALWAYS IMPLICITLY OR EXPLICITLY PART OF THE CITATION. THE STRUCTURE OF THE CODE—BOOKS,

TITLES, CHAPTERS, AND ARTICLES—IS ALSO ESSENTIAL FOR PINPOINTING THE EXACT PROVISION.

STANDARD FORMAT FOR CITING THE CIC

THE STANDARD CHICAGO-STYLE CITATION FOR A CANON FROM THE 1983 Cobpe ofF CANON LAW TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE
CANON NUMBER AND THE YEAR OF PROMULGATION. FOR INSTANCE, A REFERENCE TO CANON 128 oF THE 1983 CoDE WoULD BE
PRESENTED IN A CLEAR AND UNAMBIGUOUS MANNER.

EXAMPLE FORMAT IN A FOOTNOTE:

1. Copex Iuris Canonict [CIC], PROMULGATED BY JoHN PauL I, 1983, can. 128.

IN SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME CANON WITHIN THE SAME WORK, A SHORTENED FORM IS PERMISSIBLE AND OFTEN
PREFERRED FOR CONCISENESS. THIS SHORTENED FORM USUALLY INCLUDES JUST THE CANON NUMBER.

EXAMPLE OF A SUBSEQUENT FOOTNOTE:

2.CIC, can. 128.



CiTiNG SpPeciIFic SecTions ofF THE CIC

W/HILE CITING A CANON NUMBER IS THE MOST COMMON METHOD, SOMETIMES IT IS NECESSARY TO REFER TO A SPECIFIC PART OF A
CANON OR A COLLECTION OF CANONS WITHIN A PARTICULAR SECTION OF THE CODE. IN SUCH CASES, THE CITATION SHOULD
CLEARLY INDICATE THE RELEVANT STRUCTURE.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF REFERENCING THE ENTIRETY OF TITLE | oF Book I, THE CITATION WOULD REFLECT THIS STRUCTURE. | HE BOOK
AND TITLE NUMBERS ARE KEY COMPONENTS HERE.

EXAMPLE OF CITING A TITLE:

3. CIC, Book Il, TITLE |, cANONS 224-23 1.

[T IS IMPORTANT TO ALWAYS USE THE OFFICIAL LATIN TITLE OR A WIDELY RECOGNIZED ENGLISH TRANSLATION, CONSISTENTLY
THROUGHOUT YOUR WORK, AND TO ENSURE THAT THE YEAR OF PROMULGATION IS CLEARLY STATED AT LEAST ONCE IN FULL
FOR CLARITY, ESPECIALLY WHEN DISCUSSING OLDER VERSIONS OF THE CoDE.

CITING PAPAL PRONOUNCEMENTS AND APOSTOLIC LETTERS

PAPAL PRONOUNCEMENTS, INCLUDING ENCYCLICALS, APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS, APOSTOLIC LETTERS, AND MOTU PROPRIOS,
ARE SIGNIFICANT SOURCES OF CANON LAW AND CHURCH TEACHING. CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FOR CITING
THESE AUTHORITATIVE DOCUMENTS, ENSURING THEIR ORIGIN AND CONTENT ARE CLEARLY ATTRIBUTED.

THE CITATION OF PAPAL DOCUMENTS REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE TITLE OF THE DOCUMENT, THE NAME OF THE Pore
WHO ISSUED IT, THE DATE OF PROMULGATION, AND THE SPECIFIC PUBLICATION WHERE THE DOCUMENT CAN BE FOUND. THIS
LEVEL OF DETAIL IS CRUCIAL FOR SCHOLARLY RIGOR AND ALLOWS READERS TO EASILY LOCATE THE ORIGINAL TEXT.

CiTING PAPAL ENcYcLICALS AND APosToLIC CONSTITUTIONS

PAPAL ENCYCLICALS AND APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS ARE FORMAL DOCUMENTS THAT CARRY SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT. THEIR
CITATION SHOULD REFLECT THEIR OFFICIAL NATURE AND THE AUTHORITY FROM WHICH THEY EMANATE.

W/HEN CITING AN ENCYCLICAL, FOR EXAMPLE, THE CITATION WOULD TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE TITLE OF THE ENCYCLICAL, THE
NAME OF THE POPE, AND THE DATE. |F CITING AN APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION THAT HAS ESTABLISHED OR REFORMED ASPECTS OF
CANON LAV, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO INCLUDE ITS OFFICIAL TITLE AND DATE.

EXAMPLE OF AN ENCYCLICAL CITATION:

4. Jonn PAUL II, ENcycLICAL LETTER FiDES ET RATIO, SEPTEMBER 15, 1998, § 15.

EXAMPLE OF AN APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION CITATION:

5. JoHN PauL Il, AposToLic CONSTITUTION SACRAE DISCIPLINAE LEGES, JANUARY 25, 1983, IN ACTA APOSTOLICAE SEDIS
[AAS] 75 (1983): 1007-1008.

THE ABBREVIATION AAS IS COMMONLY USED FOR THE OFFICIAL COMMENTARY AND PROMULGATION ORGAN OF THE HoLY SEE,
AND ITS INCLUSION IS STANDARD PRACTICE FOR MANY PAPAL DOCUMENTS.



CITING APosToLIC LETTERS AND MoTU PrOPRIOS

APOSTOLIC LETTERS AND MOTU PROPRIOS, WHILE SOMETIMES LESS EXTENSIVE THAN ENCYCLICALS OR CONSTITUTIONS, ALSO
CONTAIN IMPORTANT LEGAL AND DISCIPLINARY NORMS. THEIR CITATION SHOULD FOLLOW A SIMILAR PATTERN OF CLARITY AND
SPECIFICITY.

THE TITLE OF THE DOCUMENT, THE ISSUING POPE, AND THE DATE OF PROMULGATION ARE THE CORE ELEMENTS. |F THE DOCUMENT
IS PUBLISHED IN THE AAS, REFERENCING THIS PUBLICATION IS STANDARD.

EXAMPLE OF AN APOSTOLIC LETTER CITATION:

6. BenebicT XVI, AposToLic LETTER PorTA Fipel, OcToeer 11,2011, § 3.

EXAMPLE OF A MOTU PROPRIO CITATION:

7. FRANCIS, MoTU ProprIO SPIRITUS DoMini, FesrUARY 11,2021, N AAS 113 (2021): 220.

[T IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT FOR SOME FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENTS, ESPECIALLY THOSE PREDATING THE 1983 CODE, THE
CITATION FORMAT MIGHT VARY SLIGHTLY BASED ON HISTORICAL CONVENTIONS AND SPECIFIC SCHOLARLY EDITIONS. ALWAYS
REFER TO A STYLE GUIDE OR ESTABLISHED PRACTICE IN CANON LAW SCHOLARSHIP WHEN IN DOUBT.

CiTinG EcuMenicaL CounciLs AND DECREES

ECUMENICAL COUNCILS ARE AUTHORITATIVE GATHERINGS OF BISHOPS THAT REPRESENT THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH. THE CANONS,
DECREES, AND TEACHINGS ISSUED BY THESE COUNCILS ARE FOUNDATIONAL TEXTS IN CANON LAW AND CATHOLIC THEOLOGY.
CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES CAREFUL AND PRECISE CITATION OF THESE HISTORICAL AND SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS.

W/HEN CITING THE DECREES OF AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO IDENTIFY THE COUNCIL BY NAME, THE SESSION
DURING WHICH THE DECREE WAS ISSUED, THE DECREE NUMBER OR TITLE, AND THE DATE OF PROMULGATION OR APPROVAL. THis
ENSURES THAT THE READER CAN ACCESS THE EXACT PRONOUNCEMENT BEING REFERENCED.

CITING THE COUNCIL OF TRENT

THe CounciL of TrenT (1545-1563) PRODUCED SIGNIFICANT DOCTRINAL AND DISCIPLINARY CANONS THAT CONTINUE TO
INFLUENCE CHURCH LAW. | TS DECREES ARE TYPICALLY CITED BY SESSION, DECREE NUMBER, AND THE DATE.

EXAMPLE OF A DECREE FROM THE COUNCIL OF TRENT:

8. CounciL oF TRrenT, Session VI, Decree De lUsTIFICATIONE, JANUARY 13, 1547, IN ConCILIUM TRIDENTINUM: DIARIA,
TRACTATUS, LEGES, MONUMENTA OMNIA (FREIBURG IM BReEISGAU: HerDER, 1901-), voL. 6, 603-604.

THE REFERENCE TO CONCILIUM TRIDENTINUM IS TO A CRITICAL SCHOLARLY EDITION, WHICH IS STANDARD FOR HISTORICAL
DOCUMENTS OF THIS NATURE.

CiTing VATICAN || DOCUMENTS

THe Seconp VATICAN CounciL (1962-1965) PRODUCED A SERIES OF INFLUENTIAL DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING CONSTITUTIONS,
DECREES, AND DECLARATIONS. THESE ARE USUALLY CITED BY THEIR COMMON ENGLISH TITLES OR THEIR LATIN TITLES, ALONG
WITH THE SPECIFIC DOCUMENT NUMBER OR SECTION.



ExAMPLE oF A VATICAN || CONSTITUTION:

9. Seconp VATICAN CounciL, DogMATIC CoNsTITUTION LUMEN GENTIUM, NovemBer 21, 1964, § 22.

ExAMPLE oF A VATICAN || DECREE:

10. Seconp VaTican Councit, Decree PReseY TERORUM ORDINIS, DECEMBER 7, 1965, § 6.

THE PRACTICE IS TO CITE THE ENGLISH TITLE AS IT IS WIDELY UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTED, FOLLOWED BY THE DATE AND THEN
THE SECTION NUMBER. |F REFERENCING THE LATIN TEXT, THE OFFICIAL LATIN TITLE SHOULD BE USED.

CiTiING CANON LAW ScHoLARSHIP (SECONDARY SOURCES)

BEYOND THE PRIMARY SOURCES OF CANON LAW , SCHOLARLY WORKS—BOOKS, ARTICLES, DISSERTATIONS—INTERPRET,
ANALYZE, AND COMMENT ON CANONICAL TEXTS AND JURISPRUDENCE. CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES HOW THESE SECONDARY
SOURCES SHOULD BE CITED TO GIVE PROPER CREDIT AND ALLOW READERS TO FIND THE REFERENCED RESEARCH.

CITING SECONDARY SOURCES IN CANON LAW FOLLOWS THE GENERAL CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GUIDELINES FOR CITING
BOOKS AND JOURNAL ARTICLES, BUT IT'S IMPORTANT TO PAY ATTENTION TO THE SPECIFIC DETAILS OF CANON LAW
SCHOLARSHIP, SUCH AS CITING SPECIFIC CANONS OR SECTIONS OF THE CODE WITHIN THE SCHOLARLY WORK.

CITING Books oN CANON LAW

\WHEN CITING A BOOK ON CANON LAW, THE STANDARD CHICAGO FORMAT APPLIES, WHICH INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME,
THE TITLE OF THE BOOK (ITALICIZED), THE PLACE OF PUBLICATION, THE PUBLISHER, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE SPECIFIC
PAGE NUMBER(S) BEING REFERENCED.

EXAMPLE OF A BOOK CITATION:

171. KenneTH R. HiMES AND FrANcIS R. HiLL, THE CoMMoN Goob AND THE CoMMON EviL: ESSAYS ON THE SOCIAL TEACHINGS
oF THE CATHoLIC CHURCH (New Y ork: ForDHAM UNIVERSITY Press, 2008), 78.

FOR BOOKS THAT CONTAIN ESSAYS OR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MULTIPLE AUTHORS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO CITE THE SPECIFIC
ESSAY AND ITS AUTHOR, FOLLOWED BY THE TITLE OF THE BOOK AND ITS EDITORS.

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES ON CANON LAW

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE A VITAL PART OF CANON LAW SCHOLARSHIP, PROVIDING IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF SPECIFIC LEGAL ISSUES.
THE CITATION FORMAT FOR JOURNAL ARTICLES IN CHICAGO STYLE INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE ARTICLE TITLE (IN
QUOTATION MARKS), THE JOURNAL TITLE (ITALICIZED), THE VOLUME NUMBER, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE
NUMBERS.

EXAMPLE OF A JOURNAL ARTICLE CITATION:

12.Jonn . DaNisI, “THE ROLE OF THE DIOCESAN BISHOP IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHURCH Goobs,” THE JURIST 65, No. 2
(2005): 215.

IT IS ALSO COMMON AND OFTEN HELPFUL TO INCLUDE THE DOI (DiGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIER) IF AVAILABLE, ESPECIALLY FOR
ONLINE ACCESS TO THE ARTICLE.



CiTING ONLINE CANON LAW RESOURCES

W/ ITH THE INCREASING AV AILABILITY OF ONLINE RESOURCES, CITING THEM ACCURATELY IS ESSENTIAL. THIS INCLUDES OFFICIAL
CHURCH WEBSITES, ONLINE DATABASES OF CANON LAW , AND SCHOLARLY ARTICLES PUBLISHED ONLINE. THE FORMAT SHOULD
INCLUDE THE AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE)/ THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC CONTENT, THE NAME OF THE WEBSITE, AND THE URL/ ALONG
WITH THE DATE OF ACCESS.

EXAMPLE OF CITING A WEB PAGE:

13. “CaNon Law Basics,” CaTHoLic Diocese of [CiTy NaMe], Accessep OcToser 26, 2023, [URL].

FOR OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS PUBLISHED ONLINE, SUCH AS THOSE ON THE VATICAN WEBSITE, IT IS BEST TO CITE THE OFFICIAL
PUBLICATION IF POSSIBLE (E.G., IN AAS) OR FOLLOW THE PRINCIPLES FOR CITING OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING THE SPECIFIC
\WEB ADDRESS.

CoMMON PITFALLS AND BEST PRACTICES

NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF CHICAGO STYLE FOR CANON LAW CITATION CAN PRESENT CHALLENGES. AW ARENESS OF
COMMON ERRORS AND THE ADOPTION OF SOUND PRACTICES CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE QUALITY AND CREDIBILITY OF
SCHOLARLY WORK IN THIS FIELD.

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT MISTAKES IS INCONSISTENCY. \W/HETHER IT'S HOW ABBREVIATIONS ARE USED, HOW DATES ARE
FORMATTED, OR THE LEVEL OF DETAIL PROVIDED FOR A PARTICULAR SOURCE, INCONSISTENCY UNDERMINES THE CLARITY THAT
CITATION STYLES AIM TO ACHIEVE. ANOTHER PITFALL IS THE INCORRECT OR INCOMPLETE IDENTIFICATION OF CANONICAL TEXTS,
ESPECIALLY WHEN DEALING WITH HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS OR DIFFERENT EDITIONS OF THE Cobe oF CANON LAW.

MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY IN ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMINOLOGY

CONSISTENCY IN USING ABBREVIATIONS IS CRUCIAL. FOR INSTANCE, THE ABBREVIATION FOR THE Cope oF CANON LAWw (C|C)
SHOULD BE DEFINED UPON ITS FIRST USE AND THEN USED CONSISTENTLY. SIMILARLY, ABBREVIATIONS FOR LATIN TERMS OR
FREQUENTLY CITED CHURCH DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE STANDARDIZED THROUGHOUT THE TEXT.

THE USE OF LATIN TERMS VERSUS THEIR ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS SHOULD ALSO BE APPROACHED WITH A CONSISTENT
STRATEGY. IF THE ORIGINAL LATIN TERM IS IMPORTANT FOR PRECISION, IT SHOULD BE PROVIDED, PERHAPS IN A FOOTNOTE,
FOLLOWED BY ITS ENGLISH TRANSLATION. SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES CAN THEN USE THE ENGLISH TERM OR THE ESTABLISHED
ABBREVIATION.

ENSURING ACCURACY IN DATES AND NUMBERS

ACCURACY IN DATES AND NUMBERS IS PARAMOUNT. A MISSTATED DATE FOR A PAPAL ENCYCLICAL OR AN INCORRECT CANON
NUMBER CAN LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT MISUNDERSTANDINGS. ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK DATES OF PROMULGATION, PUBLICATION, AND
EFFECTIVE DATES. SIMILARLY/ ENSURE THAT CANON NUMBERS, ARTICLE NUMBERS, AND PAGE NUMBERS ARE PRECISELY
TRANSCRIBED.

\W/HEN REFERENCING OLDER CANONICAL TEXTS, SUCH AS THE 1917 Cope oF CANON LAW OR CONCILIAR DECREES FROM EARLIER
CENTURIES, IT IS VITAL TO SPECIFY THE EDITION OR THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AS NUMBERING SYSTEMS AND PROMULGATION
DATES CAN DIFFER FROM CONTEMPORARY SOURCES. THIS LEVEL OF PRECISION ENSURES THAT THE READER IS ENGAGING WITH THE
CORRECT LEGAL OR DOCTRINAL SOURCE.



UTILIZING SCHOLARLY EDITIONS AND PRIMARY SOURCES

For CANON LA, RELYING ON AUTHORITATIVE AND SCHOLARLY EDITIONS OF PRIMARY TEXTS IS A BEST PRACTICE. THIS MEANS
USING OFFICIAL PROMULGATIONS OR WELL-REGARDED CRITICAL EDITIONS FOR THE CODEX IURIS CANONICI/ PAPAL DOCUMENTS,
AND CONCILIAR ACTS. WHEN CITING SECONDARY SOURCES, PRIORITIZE PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS AND SCHOLARLY MONOGRAPHS.

W/HEN IN DOUBT ABOUT A SPECIFIC CITATION FORMAT, CONSULTING THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE,
SPECIALIZED GUIDES ON CANON LAW CITATION, OR SEEKING GUIDANCE FROM EXPERIENCED SCHOLARS IN THE FIELD IS HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED. ADHERING TO THESE PRINCIPLES OF CITATION NOT ONLY UPHOLDS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTES
TO THE CLARITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE DISCIPLINE OF CANON LAW.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CITING THE 1917 AnD 1983 CobE oF
CANON LAW IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE EXPLICIT NOTATION OF THE PROMULGATION YEAR. FOR THE 1983 CODE, IT IS COMMON
To cITe “can. [NUMBER], 1983 or siMPLY “CIC, CAN. [NUMBER]” WITH THE YEAR ESTABLISHED CONTEXTUALLY. FOR THE
1917 CoDE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO EXPLICITLY STATE “ 1917 CIC, CAN. [NUMBER]” TO DISTINGUISH IT FROM THE CURRENT
CODE, ENSURING CLARITY AND AVOIDING CONFUSION REGARDING WHICH LEGISLATIVE CORPUS IS BEING REFERENCED.

Q: WHEN CITING A PAPAL ENCYCLICAL IN CHICAGO STYLE, IS IT NECESSARY TO
INCLUDE THE LATIN TITLE?

A: T IS NOT ALWAYS STRICTLY NECESSARY TO INCLUDE THE LATIN TITLE, ESPECIALLY IF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION IS WIDELY
RECOGNIZED AND USED. HO\X/EVER, FOR SCHOLARLY RIGOR, ESPECIALLY IN ACADEMIC PAPERS FOCUSED ON THEOLOGICAL OR
HISTORICAL ASPECTS, INCLUDING THE LATIN TITLE IN PARENTHESES AFTER THE ENGLISH TITLE CAN BE BENEFICIAL. THE KEY IS
CONSISTENCY;, CHOOSE ONE APPROACH AND MAINTAIN IT THROUGHOUT YOUR WORK.

Q: How SHOULD | CITE A DOCUMENT THAT IS AVAILABLE IN BOTH OFFICIAL PRINT AND
ONLINE VERSIONS?

A: IF AN OFFICIAL PRINT VERSION (LIKE THE ACTA APOSTOLICAE SEDIS) IS AVAILABLE, IT IS GENERALLY PREFERRED TO CITE
THAT VERSION, INCLUDING VOLUME AND PAGE NUMBERS. [F ONLY AN ONLINE VERSION IS ACCESSIBLE OR IF IT IS A DOCUMENT
PRIMARILY PUBLISHED ONLINE, THEN CITE THE WEBSITE NAME, URL, AND THE DATE OF ACCESS. IF BOTH EXIST, CITING THE
OFFICIAL PRINT VERSION IS USUALLY CONSIDERED MORE AUTHORITATIVE, BUT MENTIONING THE ONLINE SOURCE CAN BE HELPFUL
FOR READER ACCESSIBILITY.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC CHICAGO STYLE RULES FOR CITING CANON LAW COMMENTARY
AND LEGAL OPINIONS?

A: YES/ COMMENTARY AND LEGAL OPINIONS FALL UNDER SECONDARY SOURCES. W/HEN CITING COMMENTARIES ON THE CODE OF
CANON |_A\)(/, TREAT THEM AS BOOKS, INCLUDING AUTHOR, TITLE, PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND PAGE NUMBERS. FoRr SPECIFIC
LEGAL OPINIONS FROM CANONICAL TRIBUNALS OR OFFICIAL BODIES, CITE THEM AS YOU WOULD A CASE IN A LEGAL BRIEF,
PROVIDING THE TRIBUNAL, CASE NUMBER (IF APPLICABLE), DATE, AND THE PUBLICATION WHERE THE OPINION CAN BE FOUND (E.G./
A CANONICAL LAW JOURNAL OR AN OFFICIAL COLLECTION).



Q: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO HANDLE MULTIPLE CITATIONS OF THE SAME CANON
WITHIN A SHORT SPAN IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: CHICAGO STYLE ALLOWS FOR SHORTENED CITATIONS IN FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES AFTER THE FIRST FULL CITATION. FOR
SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME CANON, YOU CAN USE “IBID.” IF IT DIRECTLY FOLLOWS THE PREVIOUS CITATION, OR A
SHORTENED FORM LIKE ”C|C, CAN. [NUMBER].” THIS PRACTICE MAINTAINS CONCISENESS WHILE ENSURING READERS CAN EASILY

TRACK THE SOURCE.

Q: How po | CITE A CANON THAT HAS BEEN ABROGATED OR MODIFIED BY LATER
LEGISLATION?

A: WHEN CITING AN ABROGATED OR MODIFIED CANON, IT IS BEST PRACTICE TO INDICATE ITS STATUS. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU MIGHT
cite “Can. 1055 § 1 (1983 CIC), PRIOR TO ITS AMENDMENT BY..." oR “CAN. [NuMBER] (1917 CIC), ABROGATED BY...”
THIS PROVIDES CRUCIAL CONTEXT AND DEMONSTRATES A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE LEGAL EVOLUTION,

Q: SHOULD | USE ITALICS FOR THE LATIN TITLES OF CANON LAW DOCUMENTS IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: GENERALLY, YES, FORMAL LATIN TITLES OF MAJOR WORKS, SUCH AS THE CobEex luris CANONICI ITSELF, OR SPECIFIC
APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS AND ENCYCLICALS, ARE OFTEN ITALICIZED IN CHICAGO STYLE WHEN THEY ARE TREATED AS

STANDALONE WORKS OR SIGNIFICANT TITLES. HO\X/EVER, FOR COMMON LATIN PHRASES OR TERMS USED WITHIN THE TEXT,
ITALICS ARE USUALLY OMITTED UNLESS THEY ARE BEING DEFINED OR HIGHLIGHTED FOR SPECIFIC ATTENTION.
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