
chicago style footnotes quoted material
chicago style footnotes quoted material is a fundamental aspect of academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to trace the origin of cited information. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style, specifically focusing on how to
correctly format footnotes when incorporating quoted material. We will explore the essential
components of a Chicago style footnote, the differences between the first and subsequent citations,
and the nuances of quoting from various sources. Understanding these principles is crucial for
maintaining academic integrity and enhancing the credibility of your written work. This article will
equip you with the knowledge to confidently cite any quoted material according to the esteemed
Chicago Manual of Style.

Table of Contents
Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes
The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for Quoted Material
First Citations of Quoted Material
Subsequent Citations of Quoted Material
Quoting from Different Source Types
Quoting Block vs. Inline Material
Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Footnoting
Best Practices for Quoted Material Citation
When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system,
which relies on footnotes or endnotes to provide source information for quoted or paraphrased
material. Footnotes are typically placed at the bottom of the page where the citation appears, while
endnotes are gathered at the end of the document. For quoted material, footnotes serve as a direct
link between the text and its source, providing immediate access to the original material for readers.
This system is widely adopted in the humanities, including literature, history, and art history,
emphasizing the descriptive and archival nature of scholarly research.

The primary goal of using footnotes for quoted material is to acknowledge the intellectual property of
others and to allow readers to verify your sources. When you directly quote someone's words, you are
presenting their exact linguistic output. Therefore, precise attribution is paramount. Failure to do so
constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Chicago style, in its thoroughness, aims to
eliminate any ambiguity regarding the origin of the words you present, offering a clear and systematic
method for integration and acknowledgment.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for Quoted



Material

A typical Chicago style footnote for quoted material follows a specific structure, though variations
exist depending on the source type. Generally, it includes key pieces of information that allow a
reader to locate the original source with ease. These elements work together to provide a complete
bibliographic record for the specific passage being cited.

Essential Components of a Footnote

Regardless of the source, several core components are consistently found in a Chicago style footnote
for quoted material:

Author's full name (first and last name).

Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles or chapters).

Publication details (city of publication, publisher, and year for books; journal name and
volume/issue for articles).

Page number(s) where the quoted material appears.

The order and specific punctuation for these elements are crucial for adherence to Chicago style
guidelines. Misplacing a comma or italicizing the wrong element can lead to an incorrect citation.

Punctuation and Formatting

The standard punctuation for a Chicago style footnote begins with the author's first name, followed by
their last name. Then comes the title, followed by publication information, and finally, the specific
page number. Commas and periods are placed strategically to separate these elements. For instance,
a book citation might look like: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number.

It is essential to pay close attention to the use of periods at the end of sentences and commas
between different bibliographic details. The consistent application of these rules ensures uniformity
and professionalism in your citations, making your work appear polished and well-researched.

First Citations of Quoted Material

The first time you quote from a particular source in your document, the corresponding footnote must
contain full bibliographic information. This comprehensive citation allows the reader to identify and
locate the source without needing to search elsewhere. It serves as the complete record for that



specific piece of quoted material and establishes the baseline for any subsequent citations of the
same source.

Full Bibliographic Details

For a book, a full footnote citation would include the author's full name, the complete title of the book
(italicized), the city of publication, the name of the publisher, and the year of publication, followed by
the specific page number from which the quote is taken. For an article in a journal, it would include
the author's full name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume
and issue numbers, the publication date, and the page number of the article, followed by the specific
page number of the quote.

Example for a book:
Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Example for a journal article:
John Smith, "The Evolution of Footnotes," Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (2019): 112, accessed
October 26, 2023.

Importance of Completeness

Providing complete information in the first citation is not merely a formality; it is a critical aspect of
academic honesty and scholarly practice. It ensures that your readers have all the necessary details
to find the source, confirm the accuracy of your quotation, and delve deeper into the original material
if they wish. This thoroughness builds trust and demonstrates your diligence as a researcher.

Subsequent Citations of Quoted Material

Once a source has been cited in full, subsequent citations of the same material can be shortened. This
practice prevents redundancy in your footnotes and makes the document easier to read. The goal is
to provide enough information for the reader to easily identify the source without repeating all the
details from the first citation.

The Use of Shortened Citations

Chicago style recommends using a shortened citation format for subsequent references. This typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from
other works by the same author), and the page number. If only one work by a particular author is
cited in the bibliography, their last name and the page number may suffice.



Example of a shortened citation for a book:
Doe, History of Citation Styles, 78.

If you are citing multiple works by the same author, you must include a shortened title to differentiate
them. For example:

Doe, Citation Methods, 78.

The Role of "Ibid."

The Latin abbreviation "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can be used for subsequent citations of
the immediately preceding footnote. If the page number is also the same, you simply use "Ibid." If the
page number differs, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page number.

Example:
First citation: Doe, History of Citation Styles, 45.
Second citation (immediately following, same source, different page): Ibid., 47.
Third citation (immediately following, same source, same page): Ibid.

However, the use of "Ibid." is becoming less common in favor of shortened citations, especially in
digital environments where readers can easily navigate back to earlier footnotes. Always check your
specific style guide or instructor’s preferences.

Quoting from Different Source Types

The formatting of Chicago style footnotes for quoted material varies depending on the type of source
being cited. Each medium – books, journal articles, websites, interviews, and more – has specific
conventions to ensure accurate and complete attribution.

Books and Book Chapters

As illustrated in previous sections, book citations require author's name, italicized title, publication
information, and page number. For a chapter within an edited book, the citation typically includes the
chapter author, chapter title (in quotation marks), the editor's name, the book title (italicized),
publication information, and the page numbers for the chapter and the specific quote.

Example for a chapter in an edited book:
Author First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Book Title, ed. Editor First Name Last Name (City of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page numbers.



Journal Articles

Journal article citations are essential for academic research. They require the author's full name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication
date, and the page range of the article, followed by the specific page number of the quote. Many
journals also require a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for online access.

Example for a journal article with DOI:
Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Date): page numbers,
DOI.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online material can be complex due to the dynamic nature of the web. Chicago style typically
requires the author's name (if available), the title of the specific page or document, the name of the
website (italicized), the publication date or last updated date, and the URL. It is also advisable to
include an access date.

Example for a website page:
Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Web Page," Name of Website, publication date, accessed
Month Day, Year, URL.

Interviews

For unpublished interviews, the citation should include the name of the interviewee, the type of
interview (e.g., "personal interview" or "email interview"), the date of the interview, and the location
or method of communication. If the interview has been published or transcribed, the citation will
resemble that of other published works.

Example for a personal interview:
Jane Doe (personal interview, October 26, 2023).

Quoting Block vs. Inline Material

The way you integrate quoted material into your text depends on its length. Chicago style has specific
formatting guidelines for both short (inline) quotations and longer (block) quotations.

Inline Quotations



Short quotations, generally those of three lines or fewer in your manuscript, are typically incorporated
directly into the text. They are enclosed in double quotation marks and followed by the appropriate
footnote number. The quotation marks are placed outside the punctuation of the sentence, unless the
punctuation is part of the quoted material itself.

Example:
As scholars have noted, "accurate citation is the bedrock of academic integrity."

This inline quote would then be followed by a footnote number linking to the source.

Block Quotations

Longer quotations, typically those of more than three lines, are set off from the main text as block
quotations. These are indented from the left margin, usually by half an inch, and do not use quotation
marks. The footnote number is placed after the final punctuation of the block quotation.

Example of block quotation formatting:

The importance of rigorous citation practices cannot be overstated:

“To engage in scholarly discourse is to enter a conversation that spans generations. Every
contribution, whether a direct quotation or a paraphrased idea, must be attributed with precision. This
not only honors the original thinkers but also allows future scholars to trace the lineage of ideas and
build upon existing knowledge.”

This block quote would be followed by its respective footnote.

The distinction between inline and block quotations helps maintain the visual flow and readability of
your document, clearly demarcating when you are incorporating the exact words of another author.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Footnoting

Despite clear guidelines, writers often encounter challenges when applying Chicago style for quoted
material. Awareness of these common mistakes can help prevent them and ensure accurate citations.

Inconsistent Punctuation and Formatting

One of the most frequent errors involves inconsistent punctuation, such as missing commas, incorrect
use of periods, or improper italicization of titles. Another common issue is the incorrect placement of
the footnote number—it should typically follow the quotation marks and precede any terminal
punctuation for inline quotes, and follow the terminal punctuation for block quotes.



Omitting Essential Bibliographic Information

Forgetting to include crucial details like the publisher, publication year, or specific page numbers in
the first citation can render the footnote unhelpful. Similarly, failing to provide a shortened title in
subsequent citations for multiple works by the same author can lead to confusion.

Misuse of "Ibid."

As mentioned earlier, "Ibid." should only be used for the immediately preceding citation. Using it for a
citation that is not directly consecutive, or using it incorrectly with page numbers, can create
significant confusion for the reader. Many find it simpler and clearer to consistently use shortened
citations.

Incorrectly Quoting or Transcribing

While not strictly a footnoting error, misrepresenting the original text through inaccurate transcription
is a serious issue. Ensure that your quotation is exact, including punctuation and spelling, unless you
are indicating a change with brackets or ellipses according to stylistic conventions. The footnote
attributes these exact words, so they must be precise.

It is always beneficial to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or to refer to online
resources and citation guides for detailed examples and clarifications.

Best Practices for Quoted Material Citation

Adhering to best practices in footnoting quoted material not only ensures accuracy but also elevates
the quality and credibility of your written work. These practices go beyond mere rule-following to
encompass clarity, consistency, and reader-friendliness.

Maintain Consistency Throughout Your Work

The most crucial practice is consistency. Whether you choose to use footnotes or endnotes, ensure
that your chosen format and all accompanying rules are applied uniformly from the first page to the
last. Inconsistent citation styles can be distracting and undermine the professionalism of your
document. This applies to everything from punctuation to the level of detail in shortened citations.

Proofread Your Footnotes Meticulously



Footnotes are an integral part of your text, not an afterthought. Dedicate specific time to meticulously
proofreading your footnotes for any errors in names, titles, dates, page numbers, punctuation, and
formatting. A single typo can sometimes make a source difficult to locate. Reading your footnotes
aloud can help catch errors that might otherwise be missed.

Use a Citation Management Tool (Optional but Recommended)

For longer or more complex projects, consider using citation management software. Tools like Zotero,
Mendeley, or EndNote can help you organize your sources, generate citations in various styles
(including Chicago), and ensure consistency. While they require initial setup, they can save significant
time and reduce errors in the long run.

Understand Your Audience and Requirements

Always be aware of the specific citation requirements of your institution, publisher, or instructor.
While this guide provides general Chicago style rules, specific disciplines or publications may have
minor variations or preferences. Clarify any ambiguities before you begin writing.

By integrating these best practices, you can ensure that your use of quoted material is not only
compliant with Chicago style but also contributes positively to the overall clarity and authority of your
writing.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style’s notes-bibliography system offers the choice between footnotes and
endnotes. While both serve the same purpose of attributing sources, their placement within the
document dictates their utility and reader experience.

Footnotes: Immediate Reference

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is referenced. This placement allows
readers to quickly check the source of quoted or paraphrased material without having to leave the
page they are reading. This is particularly beneficial for texts that require close engagement with
source material, such as literary analysis or historical research, where a reader might frequently need
to verify information.

The primary advantage of footnotes is their immediacy. Readers can get the full citation information
and return to the text seamlessly. However, they can sometimes disrupt the visual flow of a page if
there are many footnotes, especially if the footnotes themselves are lengthy.



Endnotes: Less Visual Disruption

Endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, usually after the bibliography. Each endnote
corresponds to a numbered reference in the text. This approach minimizes visual clutter on individual
pages, which can be preferable for readers who find extensive footnotes distracting.

The drawback of endnotes is that readers must actively turn to the end of the chapter or document to
consult the source. This can interrupt the reading process and may be less convenient for those who
prefer to check citations as they read. If you have a very large number of endnotes or very long
endnotes, they can also become unwieldy.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes often comes down to personal preference, the nature of
the work, and specific publication guidelines. For extensively quoted material, however, the
immediate access provided by footnotes can be a significant advantage for the reader.

FAQ Section:

Q: What is the main difference between a first footnote
citation and subsequent ones for quoted material in Chicago
style?
A: The main difference is the level of detail. A first footnote citation for quoted material provides
complete bibliographic information for the source, allowing readers to locate it easily. Subsequent
citations use a shortened format, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title (if
necessary), and the page number, to avoid redundancy while still identifying the source.

Q: How do I cite a direct quote that spans across multiple
pages in Chicago style footnotes?
A: For a direct quote that spans multiple pages, you would typically cite the first page number where
the quote begins in your footnote. If the quote is extensive and you are referring to a specific section,
you might use a range (e.g., pp. 45–47). However, for a single, continuous quote, the starting page
number is usually sufficient for the initial citation, with shortened citations referring to the same page
range if needed.

Q: What is the correct way to punctuate a Chicago style
footnote for quoted material from a book?
A: A Chicago style footnote for a book quote generally follows this format: Author First Name Last
Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number. For example: Jane Austen,
Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 15.



Q: When should I use quotation marks for quoted material in
Chicago style footnotes, and when should I use block quotes?
A: You use double quotation marks for short quotations (typically three lines or fewer in your
manuscript) that are integrated directly into your text. For longer quotations (more than three lines),
you use a block quotation, which is indented and does not use quotation marks. The footnote number
for both follows the quoted material.

Q: Can I use the abbreviation "et al." in Chicago style
footnotes for quoted material?
A: Yes, "et al." (meaning "and others") can be used in Chicago style footnotes if a work has three or
more authors. For the first footnote citation, you would list all authors if there are two, or the first
author followed by "et al." if there are three or more. For subsequent shortened citations, you would
also use the first author followed by "et al." if there are three or more authors.

Q: How do I handle quoting from a source that does not have
page numbers, such as some online articles?
A: For online sources without traditional page numbers, Chicago style often uses paragraph numbers
or section headings. You would cite the paragraph number (e.g., par. 15) or the relevant section title.
If neither is available, you might describe the location within the text, but this should be a last resort.

Q: What is the difference between citing quoted material and
paraphrased material in Chicago style footnotes?
A: While the footnote for a direct quotation must include the exact page number where the quote
appears, the footnote for paraphrased material generally only requires the page number if the original
source is paginated and you wish to direct the reader to the specific location of the idea. However, it
is always good practice to provide the page number for paraphrased material to aid in source
verification.
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