chicago style footnotes notes and
bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a highly respected and widely adopted
style guide, particularly in academic and scholarly writing. Understanding
how to correctly implement Chicago style footnotes, endnotes, and
bibliographies is crucial for producing polished, credible, and properly
attributed academic work. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
intricacies of Chicago style citation, covering the fundamental principles of
both note-based and author-date systems, the construction of compelling
footnotes and endnotes, and the meticulous creation of a bibliography or
reference list. We will explore the nuances of citing various source types
and offer practical advice for mastering this essential academic convention.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two primary citation systems: the notes-
and-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-and-
bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, arts, and literature,
utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. These notes provide
detailed bibliographic information within the text or at the end of the
document, allowing readers to easily locate the source. The bibliography,
appearing at the end of the work, offers a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted.

Conversely, the author-date system, more common in the sciences and social
sciences, employs in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the publication year. These brief parenthetical citations correspond to a
reference list at the end of the document, which provides full bibliographic
details for each cited work. Both systems aim to provide clear and consistent
attribution to original sources, preventing plagiarism and enabling readers
to verify information.

The Notes-and-Bibliography System Explained

In the notes-and-bibliography system, each time a source is referenced in the
text, a superscript number is placed after the relevant quotation,
paraphrase, or idea. This number corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of
the page or an endnote in a separate section at the end of the chapter or



book. The first citation of a source in a footnote or endnote provides a full
bibliographic reference. Subsequent citations of the same source are
typically shortened, often including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and a page number.

The primary purpose of this system is to allow for extensive commentary or
tangential information within the footnotes or endnotes themselves, without
disrupting the flow of the main text. This can be particularly useful for
providing additional context, acknowledging secondary interpretations, or
offering methodological clarifications. The bibliography then serves as a
consolidated list for readers who wish to explore the sources further.

The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system is characterized by its conciseness within the body of
the text. Instead of footnotes or endnotes, brief parenthetical citations are
embedded directly after the borrowed material. A typical in-text citation
might look like (Smith 2023, 123), indicating the author's last name, the
year of publication, and the specific page number if applicable. This method
prioritizes immediate clarity and brevity for the reader engaged with the
main argument.

The corresponding reference list at the end of the document provides the
complete publication details for each source cited in the text. This system
is highly efficient for disciplines where rapid verification of sources is
paramount and extensive annotation is less common. It facilitates a direct
link between the text and its supporting evidence without requiring the
reader to frequently consult footnotes or endnotes.

The Art of Chicago Style Footnotes and Endnotes

Mastering the construction of Chicago style footnotes and endnotes is
fundamental for anyone employing the notes-and-bibliography system. These
citations are not merely a formality; they are integral components that
credit original authors and provide readers with a roadmap to the source
material. The key lies in presenting accurate and consistently formatted
bibliographic information, distinguishing between the first full citation and
subsequent shortened citations.

The placement of the superscript note number is also crucial. Generally, it
should follow the punctuation of the material being cited, such as a comma,
period, or quotation mark. If a citation refers to an entire sentence or
paragraph, the note number can be placed at the end of the sentence or
paragraph, before the final punctuation. Careful attention to these details
ensures clarity and adherence to scholarly conventions.



First Footnote/Endnote Citations

When you cite a source for the first time in a footnote or endnote, you are
expected to provide a complete bibliographic entry. This entry includes all
essential information that would allow someone to locate and identify the
source. The order of elements and punctuation varies slightly depending on
the type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.), but generally
includes the author's full name, the title of the work (italicized for books,
in quotation marks for articles), publication details (publisher, year for
books; journal title, volume, issue, year, page numbers for articles), and
the specific page number(s) being referenced. This comprehensive approach is
vital for establishing the source's provenance.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citations

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same source are
typically shortened to avoid redundancy and maintain readability. The common
practice is to use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(if the original title is long), and the specific page number(s) being cited.
For instance, instead of repeating the full bibliographic entry for a book,
you might use "Smith, The Great Novel, 45." If you are citing the same source
and page number consecutively, you can use the Latin abbreviation "ibid."
(ibidem, meaning "in the same place"). However, "ibid." should only be used
when the immediately preceding note refers to the exact same source and page.
Overuse or incorrect application of "ibid." can lead to confusion.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

Formatting footnotes and endnotes according to Chicago style requires
precision. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference
occurs, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. Each note
begins with a superscript number corresponding to its position in the text.
The first line of each note is usually indented, with subsequent lines flush
with the left margin, though some publications may prefer a hanging indent.
Punctuation within the note is specific: commas separate elements, and
periods conclude the note. Pay close attention to the capitalization of
titles and the use of italics or quotation marks for different types of
works.

Crafting Your Chicago Style Bibliography or
Reference List

Whether you are using the notes-and-bibliography system or the author-date
system, a bibliography or reference list at the end of your work is
essential. The bibliography in the notes-and-bibliography system is a
comprehensive alphabetical list of all the sources you consulted and cited in



your work, including those that may not have been directly quoted but were
used for background research. In the author-date system, this list is
typically called a reference list and includes only the sources that were
actually cited in the text.

The purpose of this list is to provide readers with a complete and organized
overview of the research underpinning your work. It allows them to easily
access and verify the information you have presented and to explore the topic
further. Accuracy and consistency in formatting are paramount to ensuring
this list is functional and professional.

Bibliography vs. Reference List

It is important to understand the distinction between a bibliography and a
reference list within Chicago style. A bibliography is a more inclusive list
that might contain sources read and considered but not directly cited. It
often includes a section of "Works Consulted" or "Bibliography" that lists
everything used, and sometimes a separate "Notes" or "References" section for
directly cited works. A reference list, on the other hand, is strictly
limited to the sources that have been explicitly cited within the text,
either in notes or parenthetically. The author-date system exclusively uses a
reference list.

Alphabetical Order and Formatting

Both bibliographies and reference lists are arranged in alphabetical order by
the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title (excluding articles like "a," "an," or
“the"). Each entry in the list follows a specific format, similar to the full
citation in the first footnote or endnote, but with some key differences. For
example, in a bibliography or reference list, the author's first name or
initial comes first, followed by a period. The title is typically italicized
for books or placed in quotation marks for articles, followed by publication
information. Entries usually employ a hanging indent, meaning the first line
is flush left, and subsequent lines are indented.

Common Source Types in Chicago Style

The versatility of the Chicago Manual of Style is evident in its ability to
accommodate a wide array of source materials. Accurately citing different
types of sources ensures that your work reflects a thorough understanding of
citation standards. From traditional books and journal articles to digital
media and unpublished works, each requires specific formatting to maintain
clarity and adherence to the style guide.

Familiarity with the citation formats for various sources is crucial for both
the notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems. While the core principles
remain consistent, the specific elements and their order will adapt based on



whether you are citing a printed book, a scholarly article from a database, a
website, or even a podcast. Diligence in consulting the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style or reputable online resources for specific examples
is highly recommended.

Books

Citing books in Chicago style requires the author's name, the full title of
the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year
of publication. For footnotes and endnotes, include the specific page
number(s) cited. For a bibliography or reference list, the format is
generally: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are cited with the author's name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the publication year, and the page range of the article. For
footnotes/endnotes, specify the page number(s) referenced. For
bibliographies/reference lists: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires including the author (if available), the title
of the specific page or article, the name of the website, the publication or
last updated date (if available), and the URL. Importantly, include the date
you accessed the page, as online content can change. For footnotes/endnotes:
Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Page." Name of Website. Last modified
Month Day, Year (or accessed Month Day, Year). URL. For
bibliographies/reference lists: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Page." Name of Website. Last modified Month Day, Year (or accessed Month Day,
Year). URL.

Advanced Chicago Style Citation Considerations

Beyond the basic formats for common sources, Chicago style also offers
guidance for more complex citation scenarios. These can include citing
government documents, unpublished materials, interviews, or works with
multiple authors. Navigating these advanced areas requires careful attention
to detail and a thorough understanding of the principles of attribution.

Furthermore, considerations such as citing edited volumes, chapters within
books, and translations introduce additional layers of complexity. The
overarching goal remains the same: to provide clear, unambiguous, and



complete information about the source so that readers can locate it and
assess its credibility. Consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style is
often the best recourse for highly specific or unusual citation needs.

Works with Multiple Authors

When citing works with more than one author, Chicago style differentiates
based on the number of authors. For two authors, both names are typically
listed in the citation, connected by "and." For three or more authors, the
first author's name is given, followed by "et al." (an abbreviation of the
Latin phrase "et alia," meaning "and others"). This applies to both
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography/reference list, although the exact
formatting for the bibliography might slightly differ in presenting the first
author's full name versus subsequent authors' initials.

Edited Volumes and Chapters

Citing a chapter or essay within an edited volume requires acknowledging both
the author of the specific piece and the editor of the overall collection. In
footnotes/endnotes, you would typically provide the chapter author's name,
the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "in" and the editor's
name and title, then the title of the book (italicized), publication details,
and the page number(s) of the chapter. The bibliography/reference list
follows a similar structure but with variations in punctuation and
presentation.

Citing Interviews and Unpublished Materials

Interviews are considered primary sources and are cited differently depending
on whether they were published or conducted personally. For unpublished
interviews, you would include the interviewee's name, the interviewer's name
(if known), the date of the interview, and the location or archive where the
material is held. Unpublished manuscripts or dissertations are also cited
with their author, title, and archival information, along with the date.
Precise formatting is crucial for these unique source types to ensure proper
attribution and aid retrieval.

Adhering to Chicago style footnotes, notes, and bibliography requirements is
a skill that develops with practice and careful attention. By understanding
the fundamental differences between the two systems, mastering the formats
for various source types, and paying close attention to detail, writers can
produce scholarly work that is both impeccably documented and highly
readable. The ongoing commitment to accurate citation practices is a hallmark
of rigorous academic inquiry.



Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style footnotes and endnotes?

A: The primary difference between Chicago style footnotes and endnotes lies
in their placement within the document. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the
page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled together in a
separate section at the end of the chapter or the entire document. Both serve
the same purpose of providing detailed source attribution.

Q: When should I use "ibid." in Chicago style
citations?

A: In Chicago style, "ibid." (ibidem) is used to refer to the same source and
page number as the immediately preceding footnote or endnote. It is crucial
to use "ibid." only when there are no intervening notes referring to other
sources or pages, to avoid confusion for the reader.

Q: How do I cite a book with no author in Chicago
style?

A: When citing a book with no author in Chicago style, you should alphabetize
the entry in your bibliography or reference list by the first significant
word of the title, ignoring articles like "A," "An," or "The." The title will
then become the first element in the entry.

Q: What is the correct format for a Chicago style
bibliography entry for a website?

A: A Chicago style bibliography entry for a website typically includes the
author's name (if available), the title of the specific page or article in
gquotation marks, the name of the website (italicized), the publication or
last updated date, and the URL. It's also important to include the date you
accessed the website.

Q: Can I use both footnotes and endnotes in the same
Chicago style paper?

A: Generally, you should choose one system—either footnotes or endnotes—and
use it consistently throughout your entire paper. The Chicago Manual of Style
advises against mixing footnotes and endnotes within the same document.

Q: How do I cite a source that has been translated



into English?

A: When citing a translated work in Chicago style, you should include the
original author's name, followed by the title of the work in its original
language if appropriate or in translation (italicized), and then information
about the translator and the translation itself, including the publisher and
year of publication.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in Chicago
style?

A: The purpose of a bibliography in Chicago style is to provide a
comprehensive and organized list of all sources that were consulted and cited
in the academic work. It allows readers to easily locate the original
sources, verify information, and explore the topic further.

Q: How do I format book titles in Chicago style
footnotes and bibliographies?

A: In Chicago style, book titles are generally italicized in both
footnotes/endnotes and bibliographies/reference lists. For shorter works like
articles, essays, or chapters within a larger work, titles are typically
enclosed in quotation marks.
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