
chicago style footnotes anthropology
chicago style footnotes anthropology is a critical component of scholarly
communication within the discipline, ensuring academic rigor and clear attribution of
sources. Understanding its nuances is paramount for anthropologists seeking to publish
their research, whether in journals, books, or dissertations. This comprehensive guide
delves into the intricacies of implementing Chicago style footnotes for anthropological
works, covering everything from basic citation formats to specific considerations unique to
ethnographic and archaeological research. We will explore the fundamental principles of
Chicago style, its application in various anthropological subfields, and best practices for
effectively integrating footnotes into your writing to enhance both clarity and credibility.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide
that dictates conventions for writing, editing, and citation in academic and professional
contexts. For anthropologists, adhering to CMOS is often a requirement set by publishers,
journals, and academic institutions. It offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system (which utilizes footnotes or endnotes) and the author-date system.
This article specifically focuses on the notes-bibliography system, as it is the most prevalent
for anthropological publications demanding detailed source attribution through footnotes.

The fundamental principle behind the notes-bibliography system is to provide readers with
immediate access to source information directly on the page, through numbered footnotes.
This system is particularly favored in fields like history and anthropology where extensive
commentary, explanation, or reference to specific archival materials might be necessary.
The accompanying bibliography at the end of the work then provides a complete list of all
sources cited, allowing for further exploration by interested readers.

The Role of Footnotes in Anthropological
Research
In anthropology, footnotes serve a multifaceted purpose, extending beyond simple source



citation. They are essential for acknowledging the intellectual debts owed to previous
scholars whose work has informed the current research. This includes directly quoting,
paraphrasing, or summarizing ideas, theories, or findings. Furthermore, footnotes provide
an avenue for the anthropologist to offer supplementary information, explanations, or
contextual details that might interrupt the flow of the main text. This can include
elaborating on methodological choices, providing brief biographical sketches of informants,
or offering definitions of key terms.

For ethnographic research, footnotes are particularly vital for referencing informant
statements, describing specific cultural practices, or noting the context of interviews. In
archaeology, they are indispensable for detailing excavation layers, artifact provenience, or
referencing specific field notes and survey data. The ability to embed these details without
disrupting the narrative makes the footnote system a powerful tool for scholarly discourse
in these fields.

Basic Footnote Structure in Chicago Style
The core of Chicago style footnotes lies in their structure, which consistently includes
essential bibliographic information. Each footnote begins with a superscript Arabic numeral
that corresponds to a numbered note at the bottom of the page. The first time a source is
cited in a footnote, it requires a full citation, including the author's full name, the title of the
work (italicized for books and appropriately titled for articles), publication details, and the
specific page number(s) being referenced. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, typically using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The general format for a book footnote, for instance, is: Author First Name Last Name, Title
of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s). For a journal article, it
would be: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): page number(s).

Citing Books in Chicago Style Footnotes
Citing books is a fundamental skill when using Chicago style. When referencing a book for
the first time in a footnote, provide the author's full name, the complete title of the book in
italics, followed by the publication information in parentheses: city of publication, publisher,
and year. Crucially, include the specific page number(s) from which the information was
drawn. For example: Franz Boas, The Mind of Primitive Man (New York: Macmillan Company,
1911), 45.

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same book can be abbreviated.
The most common format for shortened notes is the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if it's lengthy or could be confused with other works), and the page
number. For instance: Boas, Mind of Primitive Man, 112. If you are citing a work by the
same author immediately after a previous citation of that work, you can often use "Ibid."
(Latin for "in the same place") followed by the new page number, or just "Ibid." if the page
number remains the same.



Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Footnotes
Journal articles are another common source in anthropological research and require specific
citation formatting. In a full footnote, you will provide the author's full name, the title of the
article in quotation marks, the name of the journal in italics, followed by the volume
number, issue number (if applicable), the publication year in parentheses, and the page
number(s) of the article. For example: Clifford Geertz, "The Interpretation of Cultures,"
American Anthropologist 62, no. 3 (1960): 214.

Similar to books, subsequent citations of the same journal article are shortened. The format
typically includes the author's last name, the article title in quotation marks, and the page
number. For example: Geertz, "Interpretation of Cultures," 220. Always ensure that the
volume, issue, and year are accurately represented to facilitate easy retrieval by your
readers.

Citing Websites and Online Resources
The digital age has introduced a new category of sources that anthropologists frequently
engage with. Citing websites and online resources in Chicago style footnotes requires
careful attention to detail. A full footnote citation for a website typically includes the author
or organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific page or document, the
website name, the date of publication or last update (if available), and the URL. It is also
advisable to include a retrieval date, as online content can change.

An example might look like: National Museum of Natural History, "Smithsonian Arctic
Studies Center," accessed May 15, 2023, https://anthropology.si.edu/arctic/index.html.
Shorter notes would then follow the standard pattern of author/organization and a
shortened title or description, along with the page number if applicable.

Footnotes for Ethnographic Data and Field Notes
Ethnographic research often involves the extensive use of field notes, interview transcripts,
and recordings. Properly citing these primary sources within Chicago style footnotes is
crucial for transparency and academic integrity. Field notes should be treated as
unpublished manuscripts or personal documents. A full footnote might include the
anthropologist's name, a description of the material (e.g., "Field Notes"), the date of
collection, and the location. For example: Bronislaw Malinowski, Field Notes, Trobriand
Islands, August 1915-1918, Box 7, Folder 3, Bronislaw Malinowski Papers, National
Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. When referring to specific interviews, you
would include the informant's pseudonym (if used for privacy), the date of the interview,
and perhaps a brief description of the topic, along with the page or timestamp if it's
transcribed or recorded.

It is essential to consider the ethical implications of citing personal communications or
ethnographic data. Pseudonyms for informants are often used to protect their privacy, and
this practice should be clearly indicated. The descriptive detail in these footnotes helps
readers understand the provenance of the ethnographic material being discussed.



Footnotes in Archaeological Reports
Archaeological reports present unique challenges and requirements for citation. Footnotes
in archaeological contexts often reference excavation records, artifact catalogs, survey
data, previous site reports, and specialist analyses. A full footnote might cite a specific
artifact by its accession number, excavation unit, and associated documentation. For
instance: Ceramic Shard, Excavation Unit 3B, Site 42AB123, Field Notebook Entry 112,
dated June 10, 2022, by Jane Doe, [Catalog Number].

When referencing previous archaeological reports or publications, the standard book or
journal article formats apply. However, the specificity required for archaeological data
means that footnotes may become quite detailed, indicating precise stratigraphic layers,
grid coordinates, or provenience information. This level of detail ensures reproducibility and
allows other researchers to verify the data and its interpretation.

Variations and Special Cases in Chicago Style
While the core principles of Chicago style remain consistent, variations and special cases
arise, especially in specialized academic disciplines like anthropology. For instance, the
citation of personal communications, such as interviews or correspondence, requires careful
handling. These are typically cited in a footnote but not included in the bibliography unless
they have been published in some form. The format would generally be: [Informant
Pseudonym] to [Researcher Name], [Date of Communication] (personal communication).

Another consideration is the use of "et al." for multiple authors. In Chicago style footnotes,
if a work has more than three authors, you typically list the first author followed by "et al."
in the footnote, even on the first citation. The bibliography would list all authors. Consulting
the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or specific publisher guidelines is always
recommended for clarification on these less common scenarios.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid with Chicago Style
Footnotes
Several common errors can undermine the effectiveness and professionalism of Chicago
style footnotes in anthropological writing. One frequent mistake is inconsistent formatting –
mixing different citation styles or variations without a clear rationale. Another pitfall is the
omission of essential information, such as page numbers, publication dates, or URLs for
online sources. This can make it difficult or impossible for readers to locate the cited
material.

Over-reliance on "Ibid." without clear reference points can lead to confusion. Similarly,
failing to provide full citations for the first mention of a source is a significant error. Finally,
using footnotes for tangential or irrelevant information that does not add scholarly value
can detract from the main argument. Meticulous proofreading and a thorough
understanding of the CMOS guidelines are the best defenses against these common pitfalls.



Best Practices for Effective Footnote Usage
To maximize the utility and clarity of your Chicago style footnotes, adopt several best
practices. Ensure that every piece of information taken from an external source, whether
direct quotation, paraphrase, or idea, is properly attributed. Use footnotes not only for
citation but also to enrich the text with relevant but non-essential details, thereby
maintaining the primary narrative's flow. Keep your footnotes concise and focused; if a note
becomes too long or complex, consider integrating its content into the main text or revising
its structure.

Regularly consult the Chicago Manual of Style and any specific publisher guidelines.
Developing a consistent system for abbreviating frequently cited sources can save time and
space. Finally, always proofread your footnotes carefully, paying close attention to
punctuation, italics, quotation marks, and numbering, as errors in citation can be perceived
as a lack of academic rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago style
footnotes in anthropology?
A: The primary purpose of using Chicago style footnotes in anthropology is to provide clear
and detailed attribution of all sources used in a scholarly work. This allows readers to verify
the information, explore the original sources, and understand the intellectual lineage of the
research. Footnotes also offer a space for supplementary information or commentary that
might disrupt the main narrative.

Q: How do I format the first footnote citation for a book
in Chicago style?
A: For the first footnote citation of a book in Chicago style, you include the author's full
name, the full title of the book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For example: Jane Smith,
Ethnography of the Andes (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 75.

Q: What is the difference between a full note and a
shortened note in Chicago style?
A: A full note provides all the necessary bibliographic details for a source and is used the
first time a source is cited. A shortened note is used for subsequent citations of the same
source and typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if
applicable), and the page number.



Q: Can I use footnotes to cite personal interviews with
informants in anthropological research?
A: Yes, personal interviews can and should be cited in Chicago style footnotes. You would
typically use the informant's pseudonym (for privacy), the date of the interview, and
perhaps a brief descriptive note. These are generally not included in the bibliography
unless the interview has been formally published or archived in a way that makes it publicly
accessible.

Q: How should I cite archaeological field notes in a
Chicago style footnote?
A: Archaeological field notes are usually treated as unpublished manuscripts. A Chicago
style footnote for field notes would typically include the archaeologist's name, a description
of the notes (e.g., "Field Notes"), the date of collection, the location of the excavation or
survey, and the specific archival location if the notes are part of a larger collection.

Q: What is the rule for citing works with multiple
authors in Chicago style footnotes?
A: For works with more than three authors, Chicago style generally dictates that you list the
first author's full name followed by "et al." in the footnote, even on the first citation. The
bibliography will list all authors.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite online resources like
websites or digital archives in anthropological
research?
A: Yes, for online resources, a Chicago style footnote should include the author or
organization, the title of the specific page or document, the website name, the date of
publication or last update if available, and the URL. It is also good practice to include a
retrieval date.

Q: Should I use endnotes or footnotes in my
anthropological paper if using the notes-bibliography
system?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style permits both endnotes and footnotes. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page where they are referenced, offering immediate access to the
reader. Endnotes are collected at the end of the text before the bibliography. The choice
often depends on publisher preference or the author's stylistic preference, but both are
acceptable under Chicago style.
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