
chicago style footnote rules

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive guide to writing and citation, and mastering its
footnote system can seem daunting at first. Understanding the precise application of chicago style footnote
rules is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication in various fields. This article delves into the
intricacies of creating, formatting, and referencing sources using Chicago-style footnotes. We will cover the
fundamental principles of footnote numbering, the essential components of a footnote citation, and how to
adapt these rules for different types of sources, from books and articles to websites and interviews. Our goal
is to provide a clear, detailed, and actionable guide to ensure your citations are accurate and adhere to
CMOS standards, making your research and writing stand out.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnote Basics

The foundation of Chicago-style footnotes lies in clear and consistent referencing. Each time a piece of
information is introduced that originates from an external source—be it a direct quote, a paraphrase, or a
unique idea—a footnote marker must be inserted. This marker is typically a superscript Arabic numeral placed
at the end of the sentence or clause containing the borrowed material, immediately following any punctuation.
The numbering of these footnotes is sequential throughout the document, starting with 1. This system ensures
that readers can easily locate the origin of the information without interrupting the flow of your text.

The purpose of a footnote is twofold: to give credit to the original author and to provide readers with the
necessary bibliographic information to find the source themselves. While the first footnote for a given source
will contain full bibliographic details, subsequent citations of the same work are often shortened for brevity
and efficiency. This dual approach to citation—full detail for the first mention, a concise reference
thereafter—is a hallmark of the Chicago style and is designed to balance thoroughness with readability.
Understanding these core principles is the first step toward confidently implementing chicago style footnote
rules.

Formatting Your Footnotes

The physical placement and formatting of your footnotes are just as important as their content. In Chicago
style, footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation marker is located in the text. A short
line or rule, typically about 1.5 inches long, separates the body of the text from the footnotes. The first line
of each footnote is indented, while subsequent lines are set flush with the left margin. The font size for
footnotes is usually slightly smaller than that of the main text, though consistency is key.

The numbering system is straightforward: the superscript Arabic numeral in the text corresponds directly to
the numbered footnote at the bottom of the page. For example, if you have a citation marker after a sentence in
paragraph three, the footnote with the corresponding number will appear at the bottom of that same page. This



immediate proximity ensures that readers can quickly verify the source of information without having to search
through a separate bibliography at the end of the document, though a bibliography is often required in
conjunction with footnotes in Chicago style.

Citing Different Source Types

The complexity of chicago style footnote rules becomes most apparent when dealing with various types of
sources. Each format—books, articles, websites, and interviews—requires a specific set of bibliographic
details to be included in the footnote. While there are common elements, the order and inclusion of specific
information can vary significantly. Precision in identifying and presenting these details is paramount for
accurate citation.

Books

Citing a book in a Chicago-style footnote requires specific components. The first footnote citation for a book
includes the author's first and last name, the title of the book (italicized), publication information (city,
publisher, and year of publication), and importantly, the specific page number(s) being referenced. For subsequent
citations of the same book, a shortened format is used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number.

For example, a first footnote citation for a book might look like this:

Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are cited by providing the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the name of
the journal (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s)
referenced. Similar to books, the first citation is comprehensive, while subsequent citations are shortened.

A typical first footnote for a journal article would be:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Name of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number.

Websites

Citing online sources can be more variable due to the dynamic nature of the internet. For websites, you'll
generally include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article (in quotation marks), the
name of the website (italicized), the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. Crucially,
you also include the date you accessed the website, as online content can change or be removed.

An example of a website citation:

Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Page,” Name of Website, publication date (if known), accessed



Month Day, Year, URL.

Interviews

When citing interviews, whether published or unpublished, you need to provide information that allows the
reader to identify and potentially access the interview. This typically includes the interviewee's name, the type
of interview (e.g., personal interview, telephone interview), the date the interview took place, and the location
or method of the interview. For published interviews, you would also include publication details similar to
other published works.

A footnote for a personal interview might appear as:

Interviewee First Name Last Name, personal interview by Interviewer First Name Last Name, Month Day,
Year.

Subsequent Citations (Op. Cit., Loc. Cit., Short Form)

To avoid the redundancy of repeating full citation details for sources cited multiple times, Chicago style
offers options for subsequent citations. The traditional, though less preferred, methods include "op. cit."
(opus citatum, meaning "in the work cited") and "loc. cit." (loco citato, meaning "in the place cited"). However,
the modern and most widely recommended approach is the "short-form" citation.

The short-form citation is concise and clear. It typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version
of the work's title (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), and the specific page number. This
method is efficient and easily understood by readers. For example, if you cited "Smith, The History of Chicago,"
the next time you reference it, it would become "Smith, History, 45." This system streamlines the citation
process while maintaining clarity and adherence to chicago style footnote rules.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style Footnotes

Navigating the nuances of chicago style footnote rules can present challenges, particularly with less common
source types or when dealing with multiple authors. One common issue is how to cite edited volumes where you
are referencing a chapter rather than the entire book. In such cases, the citation should focus on the author of
the chapter, the chapter title, followed by information about the editor and the overall edited volume.

Another frequent question concerns the inclusion of DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) for online journal
articles. When a DOI is available, it is generally preferred over a URL and should be included in the citation.
The placement and format of the DOI are specified in the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. When in
doubt about a specific citation scenario, consulting the official CMOS guidelines or a reputable style manual
website is the most reliable way to ensure accuracy and maintain academic rigor.

Mastering Chicago-style footnotes is a skill that develops with practice and careful attention to detail. By
understanding the core principles of numbering, formatting, and the specific requirements for different source
types, you can confidently integrate citations into your work. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a
robust framework for academic honesty and scholarly communication, and adhering to its footnote rules
ensures that your research is both credible and easily verifiable for your readers.



Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an endnote in
Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, the primary difference between a footnote and an endnote lies in their placement. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation marker is located in the text, while endnotes are compiled
at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both systems use superscript numbers in the text to link to the
corresponding citation, but footnotes offer immediate proximity for the reader.

Q: How do I cite a source with multiple authors in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: For a source with two authors, list both names in the footnote, separated by "and." For three or more
authors, cite only the first author's name followed by "et al." (and others). The full bibliographic details for
all authors would appear in the bibliography, if required.

Q: When should I use a short-form citation versus a full citation in
Chicago style footnotes?
A: The first time you cite a specific source in your document, you should use a full footnote citation,
providing all necessary bibliographic information. For any subsequent citations of that same source, you
should use a short-form citation, which typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the
work, and the page number.

Q: What information is essential for citing a website in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: Essential information for citing a website includes the author (if known), the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication date (if available), and the
URL. Crucially, you must also include the date you accessed the website, as online content can change.

Q: How do I handle citing a source that has no publication date?
A: If a source has no discernible publication date, Chicago style allows you to use the abbreviation "n.d." (no
date) in place of the publication year in your footnote citation.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago style, especially when
using footnotes?
A: While footnotes provide detailed citations within the text and at the bottom of pages, a bibliography is
typically included at the end of the work in Chicago style. The bibliography lists all sources cited in the
document alphabetically by author's last name, offering a comprehensive overview of the research consulted
and allowing readers to easily locate all referenced materials.

Q: How do I cite a quotation from a book in a Chicago style footnote?
A: When citing a quotation, include the author's full name, the book title, publication details, and the specific
page number where the quote appears. For example: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City: Publisher,
Year), page number.



Q: Are there specific rules for citing government documents in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: Yes, citing government documents in Chicago style requires attention to the issuing agency, the title of the
document, and its publication details. The specific format can vary depending on whether the document is a
report, act, or other publication, often following the author-title structure but with specific considerations
for agency names.
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