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chicago style footnote questions often arise for students, scholars, and researchers grappling
with academic writing conventions. This guide delves deep into the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) footnote system, addressing common inquiries and providing clear,
actionable advice. We will explore the fundamental purpose of footnotes, the mechanics of their
creation, and the nuances of citing various source types. Understanding these elements is crucial for
academic integrity and effectively supporting your research. This comprehensive resource aims to
demystify the process, ensuring you can confidently handle any citation challenge, from simple book
references to complex journal articles and online resources, all within the framework of Chicago
style.
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Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Style Footnotes
The primary function of Chicago style footnotes is to provide readers with precise, in-text attribution
for borrowed ideas, direct quotations, paraphrased information, and factual data. They serve as a
crucial bridge between the main text of your work and the original sources from which your
information was derived. This transparency is fundamental to academic honesty and allows readers
to verify your claims and explore the source material further if they wish. Properly implemented
footnotes demonstrate that your work is well-researched and grounded in existing scholarship.

Beyond mere attribution, footnotes can also be employed for supplementary information that might
otherwise interrupt the flow of your main argument. This can include tangential discussions,
definitions of specialized terms, or additional commentary that enriches the reader's understanding
without distracting from the core narrative. The Chicago Manual of Style encourages the judicious
use of footnotes for these purposes, recognizing their dual role in both citation and elaboration.
Effectively managing these elements ensures your writing remains both informative and engaging.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Footnote Citation
At the heart of Chicago style footnotes lies a consistent and systematic approach to referencing.
Each footnote corresponds to a superscript number placed directly after the relevant text in the
main body of your paper. This numbering begins at one and progresses sequentially throughout the
document. The corresponding footnote itself, located at the bottom of the page or at the end of the
chapter/document depending on the specific CMOS variant used (notes and bibliography vs. author-
date), contains the full bibliographic details of the source or a shortened form for subsequent
citations.



The initial citation of a source in a footnote typically includes all necessary bibliographic information
to identify it uniquely. Subsequent citations for the same source become progressively shorter, often
using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This streamlining prevents
redundancy while still providing enough information for the reader to locate the source. Adhering to
these core principles ensures consistency and facilitates easy navigation between your text and your
sources, a hallmark of well-executed academic writing.

Superscript Number Placement
The placement of the superscript number for a footnote is a critical detail in Chicago style.
Generally, it should appear immediately after the punctuation mark of the clause or sentence to
which it relates. For instance, if a quotation ends a sentence, the superscript number follows the
period. If you are citing a specific word or phrase within a sentence, the number should come
directly after that word or phrase, preceding any punctuation. This precise placement helps readers
immediately connect the information in the footnote with the specific point in your text it supports,
reducing confusion and enhancing clarity.

First vs. Subsequent Citations
A fundamental distinction in Chicago style footnote usage is between the first and subsequent
citations of a source. The first time a source is referenced, the footnote must contain complete
bibliographic information, allowing readers to fully identify and locate the original work. This
typically includes the author's full name, the full title of the work, publication details (city, publisher,
year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year for articles), and the specific page number(s) cited.
For subsequent mentions of the same source, Chicago style allows for shortened citations, which
generally consist of the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the relevant page
number.

Common Chicago Style Footnote Questions and
Solutions
Navigating the complexities of citation often leads to recurring questions. One of the most frequent
concerns revolves around how to handle multiple authors or editors. For works with two authors,
both names are typically included in the footnote. If there are three or more authors, you will usually
list the first author's name followed by "et al." in the footnote. Similarly, questions about citing
indirect sources—where you cite a source that was itself cited in another work—are common. In
such cases, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends citing the original source if possible. If not,
you should clearly indicate in the footnote that you are referencing an indirect source, often by
stating "quoted in" or "as cited in" followed by the details of the secondary source you consulted.

Another prevalent area of inquiry concerns the treatment of recurring footnotes. While the full
citation is required for the first mention, subsequent references to the same source can be
significantly abbreviated. For example, if you have already fully cited a book, a subsequent footnote
referring to the same book might appear as simply "Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page
number." This practice is essential for maintaining conciseness and readability in your work.
Understanding these distinctions is key to producing a polished and academically sound paper.



Handling Multiple Authors and Editors
When a source has multiple authors or editors, the Chicago Manual of Style provides specific
guidelines for their inclusion in footnotes. For works with two authors, both names are listed in the
footnote, separated by "and." For example: John Smith and Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles
(New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45. If a work has three or more authors, the convention is to list
the first author's full name followed by "et al." (meaning "and others"). For instance: Robert Jones, et
al., Advanced Research Methods (London: University Press, 2018), 112. This approach maintains
conciseness while acknowledging the collaborative nature of the work. Editors are treated similarly,
with "ed." or "eds." following their names as appropriate.

Citing Indirect Sources
Citing an indirect source, meaning a work you found referenced within another work, requires
careful handling to maintain academic integrity. The preferred method is always to locate and
consult the original source. However, when this is not feasible, Chicago style allows you to cite the
indirect source. In your footnote, you would typically include the full citation for the secondary
source (the one you actually read) and then indicate that the information was originally from a
different source. This is often done using phrases like "as quoted in" or "cited in." For example: "The
concept of deconstruction was first articulated by Jacques Derrida (as cited in Sarah Miller,
Postmodern Literary Theory (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 78)." This clearly signals
to your reader the chain of citation and the limitations of your access to the original material.

Citing Different Source Types in Chicago Style
Footnotes
The Chicago Manual of Style offers detailed guidance for citing a wide array of source materials, and
specific questions often arise concerning the nuances of each. Books, journal articles, websites, and
even less common sources like dissertations or unpublished manuscripts each have their own
formatting requirements for footnotes. For example, a book citation typically includes author, title,
publication city, publisher, and year, along with specific page numbers. A journal article, on the
other hand, necessitates the inclusion of the journal title, volume and issue numbers, and publication
date, in addition to author and article title.

Websites present a particular challenge due to their often dynamic nature. Chicago style guidelines
for web sources generally require the author (if available), the title of the specific page or document,
the website name, the publication or last updated date (if available), and crucially, the URL and the
date you accessed the page. This date of access is vital because web content can change or
disappear, making the access date a fixed point for verification. Mastering the citation of these
diverse sources ensures that your bibliography is comprehensive and accurate, reflecting the full
breadth of your research efforts.

Citing Books
When citing a book in a Chicago style footnote, the format for the first reference typically includes
the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), the publication city, the publisher, and
the year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s). For example: Margaret Atwood, The



Handmaid's Tale (New York: Doubleday, 1985), 55. Subsequent citations for the same book are
shortened, usually including the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number, such as Atwood, The Handmaid's Tale, 78. If the book has editors instead of authors, their
names are used, followed by "ed." or "eds."

Citing Journal Articles
Citing a journal article in a Chicago style footnote requires specific details to distinguish it from
other articles and issues. The first citation typically includes the author's full name, the title of the
article (in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the volume number, the issue
number, the publication year, and the page number(s). For instance: Michael Pollan, "The
Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals," The New Yorker, October 17, 2005, 58.
Similar to books, subsequent citations for the same article will use a shortened format: Pollan, "The
Omnivore's Dilemma," 62.

Citing Websites and Online Resources
When citing websites and online resources in Chicago style footnotes, accuracy and completeness
are paramount. The standard format includes the author's name (if provided), the title of the specific
page or document (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or last
updated date, and the URL. Crucially, you must also include the date you accessed the material. For
example: "The Impact of Climate Change on Arctic Wildlife," National Geographic, last modified
March 15, 2023, https://www.nationalgeographic.com/arctic-wildlife-impact/. Accessed November 1,
2023. Subsequent citations for the same website will generally use the author or title and the URL if
the specific page is clear, or a shortened version of the title.

Advanced Chicago Style Footnote Considerations
Beyond the standard citation formats, several advanced Chicago style footnote questions frequently
arise in scholarly writing. One common area of complexity is the citation of legal materials or
government documents, which often have their own specialized citation conventions that are
integrated into the Chicago style framework. Similarly, citing artwork, musical compositions, or
films requires specific attention to descriptive elements and formal details unique to these media.
Understanding how to accurately represent these diverse forms of information is key to
comprehensive academic work.

Another nuanced aspect involves the use of "ibid." and "op. cit." While these Latin abbreviations
were once more prevalent, the Chicago Manual of Style generally prefers shortened citations for
subsequent references as they are often clearer and less prone to misinterpretation by readers.
However, understanding their traditional usage and the rare circumstances in which they might still
be employed can be beneficial for those working with older texts or in specific disciplines that retain
these conventions. The overarching goal is always clarity and precision for the reader.

Citing Legal and Government Documents
Citing legal and government documents within Chicago style often requires adherence to specific



formats that may deviate slightly from general book or article citations to accommodate the unique
nature of these sources. For instance, statutes are cited by title, chapter, and section number, while
court cases are referenced by case name, volume number of the reporter, reporter abbreviation, and
starting page. Government reports typically include the issuing agency, the report title, the report
number (if applicable), and the date. For example, a federal statute might be cited as 15 U.S.C. § 1
(2018), and a court case as Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803). These specific formats ensure
that legal and governmental information can be accurately located and verified.

Using "Ibid." and "Op. Cit."
The Latin abbreviations "ibid." (ibidem, meaning "in the same place") and "op. cit." (opere citato,
meaning "in the work cited") are traditional elements of some citation styles, including older
versions of Chicago. "Ibid." is used when a footnote is for the same source as the immediately
preceding footnote. For example, if footnote 5 cites a specific page in a book, and footnote 6 refers
to a different page in the same book, footnote 6 would simply be "Ibid., 92." "Op. cit." was used to
refer to a previously cited work, but not the immediately preceding one. However, the Chicago
Manual of Style (17th edition) strongly recommends using shortened citations in place of "ibid." and
"op. cit." for clarity and ease of understanding by contemporary readers. While it's good to be aware
of these terms, relying on shortened citations is generally preferred.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnote Management
Effective management of Chicago style footnotes is as crucial as understanding the citation rules
themselves. Developing a consistent workflow from the outset of a research project can save
considerable time and prevent errors. This includes meticulously recording all bibliographic details
for every source as you encounter it, rather than trying to reconstruct this information later.
Utilizing citation management software can be immensely helpful in organizing your sources and
generating bibliographies and footnotes, though manual review is always necessary to ensure
accuracy according to CMOS guidelines.

Regularly reviewing your footnotes for consistency in formatting, placement, and content is another
best practice. Ensure that every superscript number in your text corresponds to an entry in your
notes and that each entry provides the correct and complete information for the type of source being
cited. A final proofread dedicated solely to checking footnotes and bibliography against the main text
will catch any lingering discrepancies. Adhering to these practices ensures your work is not only
well-researched but also impeccably presented, a hallmark of scholarly rigor.

Developing a Consistent Workflow
A consistent workflow is paramount when dealing with Chicago style footnotes to ensure accuracy
and efficiency. Begin by meticulously documenting every source you use. As soon as you identify a
potentially useful source, record all its bibliographic details—author, title, publication information,
page numbers, URLs, and access dates—in a systematic way. This can be done in a dedicated
document, a spreadsheet, or through citation management software. This proactive approach
prevents the frantic search for missing information later in the writing process. Furthermore,
consistently applying the same citation style for all sources from the beginning will prevent the need
for extensive reformatting later.



Proofreading and Verification
Thorough proofreading and verification are non-negotiable steps in producing a polished academic
work with Chicago style footnotes. After completing your draft, conduct a dedicated proofreading
session specifically for your footnotes and bibliography. Cross-reference each superscript number in
your main text with its corresponding footnote entry to ensure accuracy and completeness. Verify
that all cited sources appear in your bibliography and that the formatting for each entry (in both
footnotes and bibliography) adheres strictly to the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. Pay close
attention to punctuation, capitalization, italics, and quotation marks. This meticulous verification
process helps catch errors and ensures the credibility of your research.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Footnotes

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a footnote and
an endnote in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, both footnotes and endnotes serve the same purpose of providing in-text citation
and supplementary information. The primary difference lies in their placement: footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page on which the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of
the document, chapter, or book. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often determined by
the specific publication or instructor's preference, though footnotes are generally considered more
immediate for the reader.

Q: When should I use a shortened citation versus "ibid." in
Chicago style?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style (17th edition) strongly recommends using shortened citations
instead of "ibid." for subsequent references. A shortened citation typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number. For example: Smith, The Great Novel, 45.
"Ibid." is used to refer to the immediately preceding footnote's source. While technically still
permissible, shortened citations are clearer and more universally understood by modern readers.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found quoted in another
source?
A: When citing an indirect source (a source you encountered within another source), the Chicago
Manual of Style advises you to locate the original source if at all possible. If you cannot access the
original, you should cite the secondary source (the one you read) and indicate that you are
referencing an indirect quotation. This is typically done by including the secondary source's details
and using a phrase like "as quoted in" or "cited in" followed by the original author's name and work
if known. For example: "The concept was groundbreaking (as cited in Jane Doe, Understanding
Concepts (Publisher, 2020), 78)."



Q: What is the correct way to cite a book with two authors in a
Chicago style footnote?
A: For a book with two authors, both authors' names should be listed in the footnote, separated by
"and." The order of names should match their appearance on the title page. For example: John Smith
and Jane Doe, The Art of Research (New York: Academic Press, 2019), 112. This applies to both the
first and subsequent citations, though the latter will use the shortened title format.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no author listed?
A: If a website has no discernible author, you will start the citation with the title of the specific page
or document. This title should be enclosed in quotation marks. Follow this with the name of the
website (italicized), the publication or last updated date (if available), the URL, and the date of
access. For example: "Global Climate Trends," NASA Climate Watch, last modified June 1, 2023,
https://climate.nasa.gov/trends/. Accessed November 1, 2023.

Q: Can I use footnotes for explanatory notes that aren't direct
citations?
A: Yes, absolutely. The Chicago Manual of Style explicitly permits the use of footnotes for
supplementary or explanatory material that does not directly pertain to a citation but would
interrupt the flow of the main text. These can include tangential discussions, definitions, additional
commentary, or brief digressions that enhance the reader's understanding without disrupting the
main argument. This flexibility is one of the key strengths of the Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in Chicago
style footnotes?
A: To cite a chapter from an edited book, you need to provide details for both the chapter and the
book itself. The format for the first citation is typically: Author of Chapter, "Title of Chapter," in Title
of Book, ed. Editor's Full Name(s) (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page numbers of the
chapter. For example: Emily Carter, "Early American Literature," in A Survey of Literary History, ed.
Robert Johnson (London: University Press, 2018), 45-67. Subsequent citations will use a shortened
form, usually the chapter author's last name and the chapter title.
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