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Mastering Chicago Style Footnote Image Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style footnote image citation is a critical aspect of academic and professional writing, ensuring

proper attribution for visual elements and upholding scholarly integrity. Accurately citing an image used

in your work, whether it’s a photograph, illustration, diagram, or artwork, is paramount to avoiding

plagiarism and acknowledging the original creator. This comprehensive guide delves deep into the

intricacies of citing images within the Chicago Manual of Style, covering various source types and

providing clear, actionable instructions. We will explore the essential components of a Chicago style

image citation, examine how to format both footnotes and bibliographical entries, and address common

challenges encountered when citing visual media. Whether you are working on a research paper, a

thesis, a book, or any other scholarly endeavor, understanding these citation principles will enhance

the credibility and professionalism of your work.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Image Citation

The fundamental goal of any citation, including those for images, is to provide your reader with enough

information to locate the original source. In Chicago style, this means meticulously detailing elements

that allow for unambiguous identification and retrieval. For visual works, this typically involves not just

identifying the creator and title but also specifying the medium, the date of creation, and the location or

source from which you accessed it. This practice not only honors intellectual property rights but also

adds a layer of verifiable evidence to your arguments, allowing readers to examine the image

themselves for critical analysis.

The Chicago Manual of Style, in its latest edition, emphasizes clarity and completeness in all citation

practices. When dealing with images, it recognizes the diverse nature of these works and the varying

contexts in which they are found. Therefore, the guidelines are flexible enough to accommodate a wide

range of scenarios while maintaining a consistent framework. Adhering to these principles is not

merely a stylistic choice; it is an ethical imperative that underpins academic honesty and scholarly

discourse. Proper image citation demonstrates respect for artists, photographers, and other creators,

acknowledging their contributions to the body of knowledge and creative expression.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Image Citation

Regardless of the source of your image, a Chicago style citation, whether in a footnote or bibliography,

will generally include several key pieces of information. These components work together to provide a

complete picture of the image's origin and accessibility. Understanding these elements is the first step

toward mastering image citation.



Key Information Required

The specific details needed for a Chicago style image citation can vary, but they often include:

The name of the creator (artist, photographer, illustrator, etc.).

The title of the work, italicized.

The date of creation or publication.

The medium of the work (e.g., oil on canvas, photograph, digital illustration).

The institution or collection where the work is housed (if applicable).

The city where the institution is located (if applicable).

The accession number or inventory number (if applicable).

The website address (URL) if accessed online.

The date of access (the date you viewed the image online).

Page number or figure number where the image appears in a book or journal.

Publisher information for books or journals.

The order and inclusion of these elements will depend on the specific nature of the image and its

source, but aiming for as much detail as possible is always the best practice.



Formatting Footnotes for Images

Footnotes are typically used for the first citation of a source and subsequent shortened citations. When

citing an image in a footnote, the information is presented in a specific order. The goal is to provide

immediate context for the image and allow the reader to consult the bibliography for full details if

needed. The initial footnote citation for an image should be comprehensive.

First Footnote Citation

For the first mention of an image in your text, the footnote should contain the following information,

generally in this order:

Creator's full name.

Title of the work, italicized.

Date of creation.

Medium of the work.

Name of the institution or collection that owns or displays the work, followed by the city.

Accession number (if provided).

The specific location of the image within the source (e.g., "fig. 1," "pl. 5," or page number).

If accessed online, include the website name, URL, and date of access.



For example, a first footnote citation for a painting might look like this: Grant Wood, American Gothic,

1930, oil on beaverboard, Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL, 1930.456.

Subsequent Footnote Citations

For any subsequent citations of the same image within your text, a shortened footnote format is used.

This typically includes the creator's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary for clarity),

and the page or figure number where the image is found in your current work.

A subsequent footnote might appear as: Wood, American Gothic, fig. 1.

Formatting Bibliographical Entries for Images

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your work, provides a full and alphabetized list of all sources

cited. For images, the bibliographical entry offers a more detailed and standardized presentation than

the initial footnote. The format mirrors the footnote but is often more structured to allow for easier

browsing by the reader. The bibliography serves as a complete reference point for every visual source

you have employed.

Full Bibliographical Entry

The standard format for a bibliographical entry of an image in Chicago style includes:

Creator's last name, first name.



Title of the work, italicized.

Date of creation.

Medium of the work.

Name of the institution or collection, followed by the city.

Accession number (if applicable).

For published works (books, journals), include publication details: title of the book/journal,

volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page numbers.

For online sources: Website name, URL, and date of access.

A bibliographical entry for our example image would be: Wood, Grant. American Gothic. 1930. Oil on

beaverboard. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 1930.456.

If this image were reproduced in a book, the bibliographical entry would include the book's details as

well, demonstrating how the image was made accessible to you. This comprehensive listing is crucial

for academic rigor.

Citing Images from Various Sources

The specifics of image citation can differ significantly depending on where the image originated.

Chicago style provides guidelines for these diverse scenarios, ensuring that each type of source is

attributed correctly.



Images from Books and Journals

When an image is reproduced in a book or journal article, you are citing the reproduction of the image

as it appears in that publication. The citation needs to acknowledge both the original artwork and the

publication that contains it.

For a footnote, you would cite: Artist Name, Title of Artwork, Year of Artwork, Medium, Institution, City,

Accession Number (if applicable), followed by the page or figure number where the image appears in

the book/journal, then the citation for the book/journal itself (Author, Title of Book/Article, publication

details).

The bibliography entry would list the artist, artwork, and then the publication details.

Images from Websites

Citing images found on websites requires careful attention to the URL and access date. You need to

provide enough information for your reader to find the image online.

For a footnote: Creator Name, Title of Image, Date of Image Creation (if available), Medium (if known),

Website Name, URL, accessed Month Day, Year.

For a bibliography: Creator Last Name, First Name. Title of Image. Date of Image Creation. Medium.

Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Images from Museums and Archives

When citing an image from a museum collection or archival source, the focus is on identifying the



physical location and cataloging information.

For a footnote: Creator Name, Title of Artwork, Year, Medium, Name of Museum/Archive, City,

Accession Number. If viewing in person, note that. If referencing an online database from the museum,

include URL and access date.

The bibliography entry follows a similar structure, emphasizing the official details of the artwork as

cataloged by the institution.

Artist-Created Images (Paintings, Sculptures, etc.)

For original artworks, the citation focuses on the artist, the work's title, the date of creation, the

medium, and its current location.

Footnote example: Claude Monet, Impression, Sunrise, 1872, oil on canvas, Musée Marmottan Monet,

Paris.

Bibliography example: Monet, Claude. Impression, Sunrise. 1872. Oil on canvas. Musée Marmottan

Monet, Paris.

Self-Created Images

If you are using an image that you created yourself (e.g., a photograph you took, a diagram you drew),

you still need to cite it, especially if it’s in a formal academic context where self-attribution is required.

This is often done in a less formal manner than citing external sources.

For a footnote or within the text itself: Figure 1: [Brief description of the image].



In the bibliography, you might list it as: [Your Name]. Title or Description of Image. Year Created.

Medium.

Special Considerations for Image Citations

Occasionally, you will encounter images where some standard citation information is missing. Chicago

style provides guidance on how to proceed in these situations.

When an Artist is Unknown

If the creator of an image is unknown, you should omit their name and begin the citation with the title

of the work. If the work is untitled, you can use a descriptive phrase in place of the title, enclosed in

square brackets.

Footnote example: The Night Watch, c. 1642, oil on canvas, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam.

If it were an untitled photograph from an archive:

Footnote example: [Photograph of a street scene in Chicago], c. 1950, gelatin silver print, Chicago

Historical Society, Chicago, IL.

When a Title is Unavailable

If an artwork or photograph does not have an official title, you should create a descriptive title and

enclose it in square brackets. This descriptive title should be as accurate and informative as possible.



Footnote example: Vincent van Gogh, [Self-Portrait with Bandaged Ear], 1889, oil on canvas,

Courtauld Gallery, London.

Fair Use and Image Permissions

While Chicago style focuses on citation format, it's crucial to remember the legal and ethical aspects of

image use. Many images are protected by copyright. Even when cited correctly, using an image may

require obtaining permission from the copyright holder. This is especially true for commercial

publications or when an image is not considered "fair use" for scholarly critique or commentary. Always

research the copyright status of an image and seek permission if necessary.

The Importance of Consistency in Citations

Maintaining consistency throughout your work is paramount in Chicago style, as it is in any citation

system. Once you have chosen a format for citing a particular type of image, stick with it for all similar

sources. Inconsistent citation can lead to confusion for your reader and detract from the overall

professionalism of your writing.

Consistency ensures that your bibliography is organized and easy to navigate. It also demonstrates a

meticulous approach to your research and writing, building trust with your audience. Whether you are

formatting footnotes or bibliographical entries, adhering to the chosen style guide with unwavering

accuracy is the hallmark of good scholarship. This includes using the same punctuation, capitalization,

and order of elements for every citation of the same source type.



FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing an image in Chicago style?

A: The primary purpose of citing an image in Chicago style is to give credit to the creator of the visual

work, to allow readers to locate the original source, and to avoid plagiarism, thereby upholding

academic integrity.

Q: Do I need to cite every image I use, even if it's a simple diagram?

A: Yes, generally, you should cite every image, diagram, chart, or photograph that you use that is not

your own creation, even if it seems simple. Proper attribution is essential for all borrowed material.

Q: How do I cite an image I found on Google Images?

A: Citing directly from Google Images is discouraged. You should try to trace the image back to its

original source (e.g., a museum website, a specific publication, or the photographer's portfolio) and cite

that original source. If you cannot find the original source, cite it as a website, but be aware that this is

less ideal.

Q: What if the image has no identifiable creator or title?

A: If the creator is unknown, begin the citation with the title. If both the creator and title are unknown,

start with a descriptive phrase in brackets, followed by the date, medium, and source information.

Q: Should I use the same format for footnotes and bibliography entries



for images?

A: No, the formats differ. Footnotes are typically more condensed for subsequent citations, while the

bibliography provides a full, standardized entry for each source. The initial footnote is usually more

detailed than subsequent ones.

Q: What is an "accession number" and why is it important?

A: An accession number is a unique identifier assigned by a museum or archive to a particular artwork

or artifact. It is crucial for precisely identifying an item within a large collection, making it easier for

others to find if they need to consult the original.

Q: How do I cite an image that is part of a larger collection, like a

book chapter illustration?

A: You would cite the image as the primary work, and then provide the details of the book or journal in

which it appears, including the author of the book/article, the title of the publication, and the specific

page or figure number where the image is located.

Q: Is it always necessary to get permission to use an image, even if I

cite it?

A: Proper citation is legally required, but it does not automatically grant permission to use copyrighted

material. Depending on the image's copyright status and how you intend to use it, you may still need

to obtain explicit permission from the rights holder.
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