chicago style footnote examples for
students

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely recognized and highly respected
citation style used in academic writing across various disciplines.
Understanding how to correctly format citations, particularly in the Chicago
style footnote system, is crucial for students aiming for academic integrity
and clear communication. This comprehensive guide will delve into Chicago
style footnote examples for students, covering various source types and
offering practical advice for accurate referencing. We will explore the
nuances of creating both footnotes and corresponding bibliography entries,
ensuring you can confidently cite books, articles, websites, and other common
academic resources. Mastering these Chicago style footnote examples will not
only enhance your research papers but also demonstrate your commitment to
scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citing
sources: the notes and bibliography system (often referred to as footnotes or
endnotes) and the author-date system. This article focuses specifically on
the notes and bibliography system, which is prevalent in fields like
literature, history, and the arts. In this system, superscript numbers are
placed within the text after the relevant quote, paraphrase, or piece of
information. These numbers correspond to detailed citations presented at the
bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). The
purpose of these notes is to provide readers with immediate access to the
source material without disrupting the flow of the main text.

Chicago style footnotes are not just about providing credit to original
authors; they also serve to inform your readers about the extent of your
research and the credibility of your information. A well-crafted footnote can
offer additional commentary, tangential information, or even an explanation
for why a particular source was chosen. This flexibility makes the Chicago
style footnote system particularly valuable for in-depth scholarly work. For



students, a thorough understanding of these examples is the first step toward
producing polished and academically sound papers.

Basic Principles of Chicago Style Footnotes

The fundamental principle of Chicago style footnotes is to provide enough
information for a reader to locate the original source. Each footnote should
include key details such as the author's name, the title of the work, and
specific publication information like the publisher, year, and page number.
The initial citation for a source in a footnote typically includes more
detail than subsequent citations of the same source. This practice helps to
avoid redundancy while still offering complete referencing.

There are specific rules regarding punctuation, capitalization, and the order
of elements within a footnote. For instance, the author's name is usually
listed in the standard first name, last name format in footnotes, unlike the
inverted format (last name, first name) commonly used in bibliographies. Page
numbers are crucial for direct quotes and specific information, and their
inclusion ensures readers can find the exact location of the material you are
referencing. Familiarizing yourself with these core principles is essential
before diving into specific examples of Chicago style footnote formatting.

Footnote Examples for Common Source Types

Navigating the complexities of citation styles can be daunting. Here, we
provide practical Chicago style footnote examples for students to help
illustrate the correct formatting for various types of sources commonly
encountered in academic research. These examples cover the most frequent
materials students will need to cite.

Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic research. The format for a book
footnote in Chicago style depends on whether it's the first time you're
citing the book or a subsequent citation. The initial footnote requires more
comprehensive details.

First Footnote Citation for a Book

For the first mention of a book, a full citation is provided. This includes
the author's first and last name, the full title of the book in italics,
publication details (city of publication, publisher, and year of
publication), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

e Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number.



Example:

1. Jane Doe, The Art of Research: A Student's Guide (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2022), 45.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for a Book

After the first citation, subsequent references to the same book can be
shortened. This typically involves the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if it's lengthy or if you're citing multiple works by
the same author), and the page number. If you are citing a different work by
the same author immediately preceding this citation, you would use "Ibid."
for the same page or "Ibid., page number" for a different page.

e Author Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, page number.

e Ibid., page number.

Example:

1. Doe, Art of Research, 78.
2. Ibid., 82.

3. Doe, Art of Research, 105.

Journal Articles

Academic journal articles are frequently used sources. Their citation in
Chicago style footnotes requires specific details about the journal itself,
in addition to the article's author and title.

First Footnote Citation for a Journal Article

The initial footnote for a journal article includes the author's first and
last name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in
italics, the volume and issue number, the year of publication, and the
specific page number(s). You may also include the DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) if available.

e Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number.

Example:



1. John Smith, "The Impact of Digitalization on Modern Libraries," Journal
of Information Science 45, no. 3 (2023): 210.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations are shortened. They typically include
the author's last name, a shortened article title (if necessary), and the
page number.

e Author Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article," page number.

Example:

1. Smith, "Digitalization," 215.

Websites

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail, as web page
structures can vary. Chicago style provides guidelines for referencing
content found on websites.

Footnote Citation for a Website

When citing a webpage, include the author's name (if available), the title of
the specific page or article in quotation marks, the website name in italics,
and the URL. It's also crucial to include the date of access or publication
if readily available. If an author is not listed, begin with the title of the
page or article.

e Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Webpage," Name of Website,
publication date or last modified date, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Example:

1. Sarah Lee, "Understanding Citation Styles," Academic Writing Hub,
November 15, 2023, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citations.

If no author is listed:

1. "Tips for Effective Research," Student Success Portal, January 10, 2024,
accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.studentsuccessportal.com/researchtips.



Other Common Sources

Students may encounter a variety of other sources, such as newspaper
articles, interviews, or government documents. Each has its specific
formatting requirements within the Chicago style footnote system.

Newspaper Articles

e Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Name of Newspaper,
Month Day, Year, page number.

Example:

1. Michael Chen, "Local Elections See High Turnout," The Daily Chronicle,
October 25, 2023, Bl.

Interviews

For interviews, whether conducted by you or someone else, provide the name of
the interviewee, the date of the interview, and its format (e.g., personal
interview, phone interview).

e Interviewee First Name Last Name (relationship to subject, if
applicable), personal interview, Month Day, Year.

Example:

1. Professor Emily Carter, interview by author, October 20, 2023.

Government Documents

Government documents often require citation of the issuing agency, title, and
publication details.

e Issuing Agency, Title of Document (City of Publication: Publisher,
Year).

Example:

1. United States, Department of Labor, Annual Report on Workforce
Development (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2021).



Formatting Your Bibliography

While this guide focuses on footnotes, it's essential to remember that the
notes and bibliography system also requires a bibliography at the end of your
paper. The bibliography lists all the sources you have cited in your
footnotes, but in a slightly different format. The primary differences are
that the author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name) and there are no
specific page numbers for the overall work, only for specific citations if
needed in the notes. The bibliography also uses a hanging indent for each
entry.

Each footnote entry has a corresponding bibliography entry. For example, the
first book footnote example (Jane Doe, The Art of Research: A Student's Guide
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 45) would have a bibliography
entry like: Doe, Jane. The Art of Research: A Student's Guide. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2022.

Tips for Avoiding Common Footnote Errors

Students often make recurring mistakes when applying Chicago style footnotes.
Being aware of these potential pitfalls can save you time and improve the
quality of your citations. One common error is inconsistent formatting
between the first and subsequent footnotes for the same source. Always ensure
the first mention is complete and later mentions are abbreviated correctly.

Another frequent mistake is incorrect punctuation or capitalization. Pay
close attention to commas, periods, and the capitalization of titles and
author names. The use of "Ibid." is also often misused; it should only be
used when referring to the immediately preceding source and note. If you are
citing a different page of the same source, use "Ibid., page number." If you
are citing a different source, you must use the author's name and shortened
title. Proofreading your footnotes and bibliography meticulously is one of
the most effective ways to catch these errors before submitting your work.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes within the Chicago style notes and
bibliography system is largely a matter of preference and the specific
requirements of your instructor or publication. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation is made. This provides immediate
reference for the reader without them having to turn to a separate page.

Endnotes, on the other hand, are collected at the end of the document,
usually on a separate page titled "Notes." This can be useful for papers with
extensive notes, as it keeps the main text cleaner. Regardless of whether you



choose footnotes or endnotes, the formatting of the individual citations
remains the same according to the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. Always
confirm which system your instructor prefers.

Mastering Chicago style footnote examples for students is an ongoing process,
but by understanding the basic principles and practicing with common source
types, you can significantly improve your citation accuracy. Remember that
clear and accurate referencing is a fundamental aspect of academic integrity
and strengthens the credibility of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between a Chicago
style footnote and a bibliography entry?

A: The main differences are the order of the author's name and the inclusion
of specific page numbers. In footnotes, the author's name is typically First
Name Last Name, and specific page numbers are crucial. In the bibliography,
the author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name), and the entry refers
to the entire work, not a specific page, though page ranges for articles are
included.

Q: How do I cite a source for the second time in a
Chicago style footnote?

A: For subsequent citations of the same source, you use a shortened form.
This usually includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title (if applicable), and the specific page number(s). If you are citing the
immediately preceding source again, you can use "Ibid." followed by the page
number if it's different, or just "Ibid." if it's the same page.

Q: What if I can't find an author for a website?

A: If no author is listed for a website, begin the footnote citation with the
title of the specific webpage or article in quotation marks, followed by the
name of the website in italics, the publication or last modified date, the
date of access, and the URL.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a book or an
article in Chicago style footnotes?

A: In Chicago style footnotes, the titles of books, journals, magazines, and
newspapers are italicized. The titles of individual articles within those
publications are enclosed in quotation marks.



Q: How do I format a quote from a book using a
Chicago style footnote?

A: When you quote directly from a book, your footnote should include the
author's name, a shortened title (after the first full citation), and the
specific page number from which the quote is taken. For example: Doe, Art of
Research, 78.

Q: What 1is the purpose of the "Ibid." in Chicago
style footnotes?

A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation of the Latin word "ibidem," meaning "in the
same place." It is used to refer to the immediately preceding source cited in
the footnote. If the page number is the same, you simply use "Ibid." If it's
a different page, you use "Ibid., page number."

Q: Can I use Chicago style footnote examples for
citing a chapter in an edited book?

A: Yes, Chicago style provides specific formats for chapters in edited books.
The footnote will typically include the chapter author's name, the chapter
title in quotation marks, the word "in," the editor's name(s) with "ed." or
"eds.," the book title in italics, and publication information including page
numbers for the chapter.

Q: What information should I include when citing a
personal interview in a Chicago style footnote?

A: For a personal interview, you should include the name of the interviewee,
indicate it was a personal interview (or phone interview, etc.), and provide
the date the interview took place. For example: Professor Emily Carter,
interview by author, October 20, 2023.
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