
chicago style footnote example works cited
Mastering Chicago Style: Footnote Examples and Works Cited Essentials

chicago style footnote example works cited is a cornerstone of academic and scholarly writing,
providing a rigorous framework for citing sources and acknowledging the work of others.
Understanding the intricacies of this widely adopted citation style is crucial for students, researchers,
and writers aiming for clarity, accuracy, and integrity in their publications. This comprehensive guide
delves deep into the core components of Chicago style, offering detailed explanations and practical
examples of both footnotes and the corresponding Works Cited page. We will explore the nuances of
citing various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and interviews, ensuring you
can confidently navigate the citation process. Furthermore, this article will illuminate the subtle yet
significant differences between the two Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) systems: author-date and
notes-bibliography, clarifying when to employ each and how to maintain consistency throughout your
work.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography system, which relies heavily on footnotes
or endnotes, is generally preferred in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. This
system allows for more extensive commentary and explanation within the notes themselves, offering
a richer scholarly dialogue. Conversely, the author-date system, more common in the social sciences
and natural sciences, uses parenthetical citations in the text, followed by a reference list at the end.
While both systems aim for clarity and accuracy, the application of footnote examples and the
structure of the Works Cited page differ significantly between them.

The choice between the two systems often depends on the specific academic discipline or publication
guidelines. For the purpose of this guide, we will focus primarily on the notes-bibliography system, as
it incorporates the detailed creation of footnote examples and a comprehensive Works Cited page,
which are central to the keyword "chicago style footnote example works cited." Understanding the
fundamental principles behind each system is the first step toward effective citation practice.



Chicago Style Footnote Examples: A Deep Dive

Footnotes in the Chicago style serve as the primary mechanism for acknowledging sources within the
text when using the notes-bibliography system. Each footnote corresponds to a superscript number
placed directly after the relevant information or quotation in the main body of your work. These notes
provide a concise citation for the source, allowing readers to locate the original material without
disrupting the flow of your prose. The structure of a footnote can vary depending on the type of
source being cited, but generally includes author, title, publication details, and page number(s).

It is crucial to maintain consistency in the formatting of your footnotes. This includes the use of
punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements. For subsequent references to the same source
within your paper, the footnote format is typically shortened, often just including the author's last
name and the page number, unless it is the immediately preceding citation, in which case "Ibid." can
be used. Mastery of these details ensures that your citations are both accurate and easily navigable
for your readers.

Citing Books in Chicago Style Footnotes

Citing books in Chicago style footnotes requires attention to detail regarding author names, titles,
publication information, and specific page references. For the first citation of a book, the footnote
typically includes the author's first and last name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being referenced.
Subsequent citations are usually abbreviated.

Here is a typical structure for the first footnote citation of a book:

First Footnote Example for a Book:

Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number(s).

For instance:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago Architecture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

For subsequent mentions of the same book, the format is condensed. If it's not the immediately
preceding note, it would look like this:

2. Doe, History of Chicago Architecture, 112.

If the citation immediately follows the previous one for the same source, you would use "Ibid.":

3. Ibid., 113.

If it's the same source but a different page number:



4. Ibid.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Footnotes

Citing journal articles in Chicago style footnotes follows a similar pattern of providing essential
bibliographic information for easy identification. The footnote for a journal article includes the author's
name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the page number(s) of the article. When citing specific
information from the article, you will also include the page number where that information appears.

The standard format for the first footnote citation of a journal article is:

First Footnote Example for a Journal Article:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number(s).

For example:

5. John Smith, "Urban Planning in the Midwest," Journal of Urban Studies 25, no. 3 (2019): 215.

Subsequent citations would be abbreviated, following the same principles as book citations:

6. Smith, "Urban Planning," 220.

7. Ibid., 221.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style
Footnotes

Citing websites and online resources in Chicago style footnotes has become increasingly important
with the rise of digital information. The key elements for online citations include the author or
organization responsible, the title of the specific page or article, the name of the website, and a stable
URL or DOI. It's also good practice to include the date of access, especially if the content is likely to
change.

The format for citing a webpage typically looks like this:

Footnote Example for a Website:

Author's First Name Last Name (if available), "Title of Specific Page," Name of Website,
publication or last updated date (if available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.



An example:

8. National Archives, "Declaration of Independence," Founders Online, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-01-02-0232.

If an author is not clearly identified, you might start with the organization or title.

Citing Other Source Types in Chicago Style Footnotes

Beyond books and articles, Chicago style offers guidelines for a wide array of source materials,
including interviews, lecture notes, government documents, and more. Each source type has specific
requirements to ensure clarity and completeness. For instance, interviews are often cited by providing
the interviewee's name, the context of the interview (e.g., "interview by author"), the date, and the
location or method of the interview.

Lecture notes would include the lecturer's name, the lecture title or topic, the course name, the
institution, and the date of the lecture. Government documents require careful attention to the
agency, title, and publication details. Consistency in applying these specific formats is paramount for
maintaining the integrity of your Chicago style footnote example works cited documentation.

The Works Cited Page in Chicago Style

The Works Cited page, also known as a Bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, is a crucial
component of Chicago style. It provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all the sources you have
cited within your paper. Unlike the brief parenthetical citations in the author-date system, the Works
Cited page in the notes-bibliography system offers full bibliographic details for each entry, allowing
readers to easily locate and verify your sources. This page is essential for academic honesty and for
providing a roadmap for further research.

The Works Cited page should appear at the end of your paper, typically after any appendices and
before the index. It is organized alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it
is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. The purpose is to provide a complete
reference for every source mentioned in your footnotes.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Works Cited Entry

The formatting of entries on the Chicago style Works Cited page differs slightly from the footnotes,
primarily in the order of names and the use of punctuation. In a Works Cited entry, the author's last
name is listed first, followed by their first name. The entire entry is typically presented in a block
format, with a hanging indent for each entry after the first line. This formatting helps distinguish
individual entries clearly.



Here are some general formatting guidelines for common source types on the Works Cited page:

Book Entry:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Journal Article Entry:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
numbers.

Website Entry:

Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Specific Page." Name of Website.
Publication or last updated date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

These examples illustrate the fundamental structure, but specific nuances exist for various source
types. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.

Differences Between Notes and Works Cited Entries

While both footnotes and the Works Cited page serve the purpose of source citation, their structure
and content have key differences. The most prominent distinction lies in the order of author names:
footnotes use the standard first name last name format, whereas Works Cited entries reverse this to
last name, first name for alphabetical organization. Furthermore, the punctuation varies; footnotes
often use commas to separate elements, while Works Cited entries might use periods. Page numbers
in footnotes refer to specific locations within a source, whereas page ranges in Works Cited entries
indicate the full extent of an article or chapter.

The purpose of the footnote is immediate reference within the text, providing just enough information
to identify the source and direct the reader to the Works Cited list for full details. The Works Cited
page, on the other hand, aims to provide a complete bibliographic record for each source, enabling
thorough verification and further research by the reader. Understanding these distinctions is vital for
accurate and consistent citation practice.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Citation



Maintaining accuracy and consistency is paramount when employing the Chicago style. Begin by
thoroughly understanding the chosen system (notes-bibliography or author-date) and adhering strictly
to its conventions. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-
date guidelines, as rules can evolve.

Here are some best practices to ensure effective Chicago style citation:

Be consistent: Once you choose a format for a particular source type, stick to it throughout your
paper.

Be thorough: Include all necessary bibliographic information for each citation to allow readers to
locate your sources.

Be accurate: Double-check all names, titles, dates, and page numbers for correctness.

Use superscripts for footnotes correctly: Ensure each footnote number in the text corresponds
precisely to its entry in the footnote section.

Alphabetize your Works Cited page accurately: Pay close attention to alphabetization rules,
especially when dealing with sources that lack authors or have multiple authors.

Proofread carefully: Small errors in citation can detract from the credibility of your work.
Proofread your footnotes and Works Cited list with the same diligence you apply to the rest of
your writing.

By following these best practices, you can ensure that your Chicago style citations are impeccable,
enhancing the professionalism and scholarly integrity of your work.

FAQ



Q: What is the main difference between a Chicago style
footnote and a Works Cited entry?
A: The primary differences lie in the order of author names and punctuation. Footnotes use the format
"First Name Last Name" and commas, while Works Cited entries use "Last Name, First Name" and
periods, and are alphabetized.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus
the author-date system in Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (history, literature, arts)
and uses footnotes or endnotes. The author-date system is more common in social and natural
sciences and uses in-text parenthetical citations.

Q: How do I cite a book I have only cited once in my
footnotes?
A: For the first and only citation of a book in a footnote, you would include the author's full name, the
italicized title, the place of publication, publisher, year, and the specific page number(s). Example:
Jane Doe, The History of Chicago Architecture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Q: What is "Ibid." used for in Chicago style footnotes?
A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation for the Latin word "ibidem," meaning "in the same place." It is used in
footnotes to refer to the immediately preceding source. If the page number is the same, you simply
write "Ibid."; if it's a different page number, you add the new page number after "Ibid."

Q: How do I format the Works Cited page for a book in
Chicago style if there are two authors?
A: For two authors, you list the first author's name in reverse order (Last Name, First Name), followed
by their first name and last name for the second author, separated by "and." Example: Smith, John,
and Mary Jones. Title of Book. Place: Publisher, Year.

Q: What is the role of the DOI when citing online sources in
Chicago style?
A: The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a stable, unique identifier for an online resource. When
available, it is preferred over a URL for citing electronic journal articles and other online scholarly
materials, as it ensures readers can find the exact version of the source.



Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book using Chicago
style footnotes and Works Cited?
A: For a footnote, the format is typically: Author's First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Book Title,
ed. Editor's First Name Last Name (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page numbers. For the
Works Cited page, it's: Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor's First
Name Last Name, page numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.
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