
chicago style footnote example working paper

chicago style footnote example working paper is a critical element for researchers, academics, and

professionals who are in the process of drafting and finalizing their scholarly works. Understanding the

nuances of Chicago style, particularly how to correctly cite working papers within footnotes, ensures

academic integrity and clarity for your readers. This article will delve into the specific requirements and

provide detailed examples of Chicago style footnotes for working papers, covering various scenarios

and common pitfalls. We will explore the essential components of a footnote citation for this type of

source, including author, title, publication details, and retrieval information. Furthermore, we will

discuss the differences between notes and bibliography entries and offer practical tips for consistent

and accurate referencing.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Manual

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and frequently updated style guide that

governs academic writing, publishing, and formatting. It offers two primary systems for citation: the

NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY system and the AUTHOR-DATE system. For most humanities



disciplines, the NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes, is the

preferred method. This system allows for detailed commentary and the inclusion of source information

directly within the text through numbered notes, making it particularly useful for complex research and

for integrating supplemental information. Understanding the core principles of CMOS is the first step to

mastering correct citation practices.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity, consistency, and precision in academic writing. Its

recommendations aim to provide readers with all the necessary information to locate and verify the

sources cited by the author. When dealing with less conventional sources like working papers, which

may not have undergone the rigorous peer-review process of a published journal article or book,

adherence to the style guide becomes even more crucial. The flexibility of the Chicago style's footnote

system allows for the accurate representation of these often dynamic and evolving documents.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Footnote for Working

Papers

When constructing a Chicago style footnote for a working paper, several key pieces of information are

necessary to fully identify the source. These components ensure that a reader can easily locate the

specific document you are referencing. While the exact order and punctuation may vary slightly

depending on the specific nature of the working paper and its availability, the fundamental elements

remain consistent. Precision in including each of these will contribute significantly to the credibility of

your research.

Author(s)

The first element of a footnote citation is typically the author's name. For a working paper, this would

be the individual or individuals who authored the document. In footnotes, the author's name is

presented in the order of first name followed by last name, unlike in the bibliography where the last



name is listed first. If there are multiple authors, the order should reflect the order in which they appear

on the working paper itself.

Title of the Working Paper

The title of the working paper should be presented in quotation marks. This distinguishes it as a

specific, standalone work within a larger collection or series, or as an individual publication. Ensure the

title is accurately transcribed, including any subtitles. It is important to italicize or put quotation marks

around the title, as specified by the Chicago style for different types of sources. For working papers,

quotation marks are standard.

Information about the Publisher or Issuing Body

Working papers are often published by academic institutions, research centers, or governmental

organizations. This information, which may include the name of the department, university, or agency,

should be included. This helps to contextualize the origin of the working paper and its institutional

affiliation, which can be important for understanding its potential biases or focus.

Series Information and Number (if applicable)

Many working papers are part of a numbered series, such as "NBER Working Paper Series" or

"Working Paper Series in Economics." If the working paper belongs to a series, the name of the series

and its associated number should be cited. This is crucial for identifying the exact document within a

potentially extensive collection of similar publications.

Date of Publication or Release

The year the working paper was published or made available is a vital piece of information. This helps

readers understand the timeliness of the research. Sometimes, a month or even a specific date might



be relevant, especially if it aids in distinguishing between versions or if the document was released at

a specific event.

Page Numbers (if applicable)

If you are referencing a specific passage or section within the working paper, you must include the

relevant page number(s). This allows readers to quickly find the exact information you are drawing

from, enhancing the precision of your citation.

Retrieval Information (URL or DOI)

Since working papers are often accessed online, providing the URL where the document can be found

is essential. If a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available, it is generally preferred as it is a more

stable and permanent link than a URL. This accessibility information is critical for verification and

further research.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: A Basic Working Paper

To illustrate the application of these components, consider a hypothetical working paper. Let's assume

the paper is authored by Jane Doe, titled "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Subsidies," and

was released in 2023 by the Institute for Economic Research. If you are referencing page 15 of this

paper, the footnote would be formatted as follows.

Footnote 1: Jane Doe, "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Subsidies" (Working Paper,

Institute for Economic Research, 2023), 15.

This example demonstrates the standard structure: author's first and last name, the title in quotation

marks, the type of document (Working Paper), the issuing body, the year of publication, and finally, the



specific page number being referenced. This concise format provides all the necessary details for a

reader to identify and potentially locate the source.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Working Paper with Multiple

Authors

When a working paper has more than one author, the citation needs to include all of them in the order

they appear on the document. For instance, if a paper is authored by John Smith and Emily Carter,

and its title is "Global Trade Dynamics in the 21st Century," published by the Center for Global Studies

in 2022, a footnote referencing page 42 would look like this.

Footnote 2: John Smith and Emily Carter, "Global Trade Dynamics in the 21st Century" (Working

Paper, Center for Global Studies, 2022), 42.

It is important to note that if there are more than two or three authors (depending on specific

interpretations of CMOS, though generally three or more is the guideline), you might list the first author

followed by "et al." in subsequent notes. However, for the first note and the bibliography, all authors

are typically listed. Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-

date recommendations on author lists.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Working Paper from an

Online Repository

Working papers are frequently hosted on online platforms or institutional repositories. When citing such

a paper, including the URL or DOI is essential. Let's say you are citing a paper by David Lee titled

"Urban Development and Gentrification Trends," which is available on the SSRN (Social Science



Research Network) platform, published in 2024. The footnote might appear as:

Footnote 3: David Lee, "Urban Development and Gentrification Trends" (Working Paper, Social

Science Research Network, 2024), accessed May 15, 2024, https://www.ssrn.com/abstract=1234567.

The "accessed" date is important for online sources as the content can change. If a DOI is available, it

would be used in place of the URL and would look something like this:

Footnote 4: David Lee, "Urban Development and Gentrification Trends" (Working Paper, Social

Science Research Network, 2024), doi:10.2139/ssrn.1234567.

The use of a DOI is generally preferred because it provides a persistent identifier for the document,

regardless of changes in URLs. Always check if a DOI is provided with the working paper.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Working Paper with a Series

Number

Many academic working papers are part of a specific series, often denoted by an abbreviation and a

number. For example, a paper by Maria Garcia titled "The Future of Artificial Intelligence in

Healthcare," published in the "MIT Economics Department Working Paper Series" as number 23-01 in

2023, would be cited as follows when referencing page 10.

Footnote 5: Maria Garcia, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare," MIT Economics

Department Working Paper Series, no. 23-01 (2023), 10.

In this example, the series name is provided, followed by "no." and the series number, and then the

year. This detailed inclusion helps pinpoint the exact document within a potentially large and ongoing

series of working papers from the institution.



Differences Between Footnotes and Bibliography Entries for

Working Papers

While footnotes and bibliography entries serve to document sources, they have distinct formatting

conventions in Chicago style. The primary difference lies in the order of the author's name and the

punctuation used. In footnotes, the author's name appears as "First Name Last Name," and the

information is typically presented with commas separating the elements. The footnote is often a more

complete citation, including page numbers for specific references.

In contrast, the bibliography entry, which appears at the end of the document, lists authors in reverse

order: "Last Name, First Name." The elements are usually separated by periods, and the overall

structure aims for a complete bibliographic record of all sources consulted. For a working paper, the

bibliography entry might look something like this:

Bibliography Entry Example: Garcia, Maria. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare." MIT

Economics Department Working Paper Series, no. 23-01 (2023).

It is crucial to maintain consistency between your footnotes and your bibliography. Every source cited

in a footnote should appear in the bibliography, and vice-versa, though the bibliography may also

include sources consulted but not directly cited.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Citing Working Papers

Despite careful attention, researchers can sometimes make errors when citing working papers.

Understanding these common pitfalls can help prevent them. One frequent mistake is omitting crucial

publication details, such as the issuing institution or series number, making the source difficult to trace.

Another error is incorrect formatting of the author's name (e.g., using last name first in a footnote).



Additionally, failing to provide a URL or DOI for online working papers hinders accessibility.

Another area where errors can occur is in distinguishing between a working paper and a published

article. Working papers are typically drafts and may be subject to revision, whereas published articles

have undergone peer review. Ensuring the correct citation format for each type of source is vital.

Furthermore, inconsistencies in punctuation, such as misplacing commas or periods, can also lead to

citation errors.

Best Practices for Accurate Footnote Citation

To ensure accuracy in your Chicago style footnote citations for working papers, it is beneficial to adopt

several best practices. Firstly, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. Style

guides are updated to reflect evolving academic norms and digital resources. Secondly, create a

template for citing working papers that you can adapt for different sources; this promotes consistency.

Thirdly, meticulously check the original working paper for all necessary information: author names, full

title, publication date, series details, and any online access information. Fourthly, proofread your

citations carefully. Reading them aloud can help you catch grammatical errors or misplaced

punctuation. Finally, use citation management software if you are working with a large number of

sources. These tools can help format citations correctly, although manual review is always

recommended to catch any specific errors.

By diligently following these guidelines and examples, you can effectively and accurately cite working

papers in your Chicago style footnotes, contributing to the professionalism and academic rigor of your

work.

---



Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style footnote

and a bibliography entry for a working paper?

A: The primary difference lies in the order of the author's name and punctuation. In footnotes, the

author's name is "First Name Last Name," and elements are separated by commas. In the

bibliography, the author's name is "Last Name, First Name," and elements are typically separated by

periods.

Q: Should I include the access date for online working papers in my

Chicago style footnotes?

A: Yes, it is generally recommended to include an access date for online working papers, especially if

the content is likely to be updated or changed. This helps readers understand when you viewed the

material.

Q: How do I cite a working paper with an organization as the author in

Chicago style footnotes?

A: If an organization is the author, you list the organization's name as you would an individual author.

For example: The National Bureau of Economic Research, "The Impact of Technology on Labor

Markets" (Working Paper, NBER, 2023).

Q: What if the working paper does not have a specific publication

date, only a year?

A: If only a year is available, you use that year in your citation. For example: John Smith, "Economic

Forecasts" (Working Paper, Institute for Economic Studies, 2024).



Q: Is it acceptable to abbreviate the names of institutions in Chicago

style footnotes for working papers?

A: Generally, no. You should use the full, official name of the institution or issuing body unless a

commonly accepted and widely recognized abbreviation exists and is used consistently throughout

your work.

Q: When should I use "et al." in a Chicago style footnote for a working

paper?

A: "Et al." is typically used in subsequent notes and in the bibliography when a working paper has

three or more authors, after listing the first author's name. However, for the initial note and

bibliography entry, all authors are usually listed. Always consult the latest CMOS edition for specific

guidance.

Q: How do I cite a working paper that is part of a named series but

also has an institutional publisher?

A: You would typically include both the series name and number, along with the institutional publisher

and year. For example: Jane Doe, "Research Methodology in Social Sciences," Working Paper Series

in Sociology, no. 2023-05 (University of Chicago Press, 2023).

Q: What is the significance of a DOI for citing working papers in

Chicago style?

A: A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to identify a digital object,

such as a working paper. It is a persistent identifier, meaning it remains the same even if the URL of

the document changes. Therefore, using a DOI is preferred over a URL when available.
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