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Chicago Style Footnote Example: Wikipedia Entry Guide

Chicago style footnote example wikipedia entry signifies a crucial aspect of
academic and journalistic integrity, ensuring proper attribution and enabling
readers to trace sources. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of crafting accurate Chicago-style footnotes, specifically within
the context of a Wikipedia entry, a platform where clarity and verifiable
sourcing are paramount. We will explore the foundational principles of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), its application to various source types, and
the specific nuances relevant to online encyclopedic content. Understanding
these elements is vital for anyone contributing to platforms that demand
rigorous citation practices, such as Wikipedia, where the goal is to present
reliable, verifiable information.

Table of Contents
e Understanding Chicago Style Citations

e The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

Footnote Elements for Different Source Types

Common Scenarios in Wikipedia Entries

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnotes on Wikipedia

Navigating Complex Citation Challenges

Understanding Chicago Style Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes
and bibliography, and author-date. For Wikipedia entries and many academic
papers, the notes and bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or
endnotes, is more common and generally preferred. This system allows for
detailed explanations or tangential information to be placed at the bottom of
the page or at the end of the document without interrupting the main text's
flow. The importance of this system lies in its ability to provide immediate
or easily accessible sourcing information for every piece of cited
information.

Within the notes and bibliography system, footnotes are numbered sequentially
throughout the text and correspond to a note at the bottom of the page or a
dedicated notes section. Each footnote entry serves as a concise citation,



directing the reader to the full bibliographic information provided in a
separate bibliography at the end of the work. This duality ensures both
convenience for the reader and thoroughness in documenting sources. The goal
is always to allow a reader to locate the original source material with
minimal effort, thereby reinforcing the credibility of the content.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A typical Chicago-style footnote, especially when referencing a book,
comprises several key components. These components are presented in a
specific order and with particular punctuation. The first time a source 1is
cited, the footnote should be complete, providing all necessary bibliographic
details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened using a
specific format, often referred to as a “short-form” note.

The core elements of a full Chicago footnote for a book generally include the
author's first and last name, the title of the book (italicized), the
publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year of
publication), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For example:
Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2023), 45.

The punctuation is crucial. Commas separate the author's name from the title,
the title from the publication information, and the publication information
from the page number. The page number is typically preceded by a comma and
followed by a period. Understanding this structure is foundational for
correctly citing any source type.

First Reference vs. Subsequent References

The distinction between a first reference and a subsequent reference is a
critical aspect of Chicago style. A first reference, as mentioned, is
comprehensive. It provides the full author name, title, publication details,
and page number. This complete citation allows a reader to identify the
source definitively without needing to consult the bibliography.

For subsequent references to the same source, Chicago style allows for a
shortened format. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if the title is long), and the specific page number.
For instance, if Jane Doe's book was cited again, a subsequent footnote might
read: Doe, History of Citation Styles, 78. If the source is cited immediately
after the previous reference, the term "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place")
can be used, followed by a page number if different. For example: Ibid., 82.
This brevity enhances readability and reduces redundancy while still pointing
the reader to the correct source and location.



Footnote Elements for Different Source Types

While books are a common source, Wikipedia entries often cite a variety of
materials, each requiring specific footnote formatting. Adapting the Chicago
style to these different formats is essential for accuracy and consistency.
The underlying principle remains the same: provide enough information for the
reader to locate the original source.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves specifying the author, article title (in
quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers,
publication date, and page numbers. For example: John Smith, “The Evolution
of Online Encyclopedias,” Journal of Digital Scholarship 15, no. 2 (Spring
2022): 112. The specific format for journal citations in Chicago style
ensures that journal volume, issue, and year are clearly delineated.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online sources, particularly those found on websites, can be more
fluid due to the dynamic nature of the internet. A typical Chicago footnote
for a webpage includes the author (if known), the title of the specific page
or article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the
publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. Crucially, the
date accessed is also included, as web content can change. For example: Mary
Jones, “Understanding Wikipedia Policies,” Wikipedia Help Desk, last modified
October 26, 2023, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Help desk.
Accessing the article on November 1, 2023.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Similar to journal articles, newspaper and magazine citations require author,
article title, publication name (italicized), date of publication, and page
number(s) or URL. For instance: Robert Davis, “Local Elections See Record
Turnout,” The Chicago Tribune, November 5, 2023, Al. If the article is
online, the URL and access date would be included as well.

Common Scenarios in Wikipedia Entries

Wikipedia entries frequently encounter specific citation challenges. The
platform thrives on verifiable information, meaning every claim needs a
supporting citation. This necessitates careful and consistent application of
Chicago style footnotes to avoid ambiguity and maintain the encyclopedia's
reputation for reliability.



Citing Wikipedia Itself

It might seem counterintuitive, but sometimes it is necessary to cite another
Wikipedia entry within a Wikipedia entry. This is typically done when another
article directly supports a point being made. The citation would follow the
standard format for a webpage, referencing the specific Wikipedia article.
For example: "Community Portal," Wikipedia, last modified November 6, 2023,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Community portal. Accessed November
6, 2023. It’'s important to note that relying heavily on Wikipedia as a
primary source within Wikipedia is generally discouraged; however, in certain
contexts, it may be appropriate.

Incorporating Direct Quotes

When using a direct quote from a source in a Wikipedia entry, the footnote
must be placed immediately after the closing quotation mark. The footnote

should include the page number where the quote can be found. This ensures

that readers can easily verify the exact wording and context of the quote.
For example: "Accuracy is the cornerstone of reliable information." (Doe,

History of Citation Styles, 55.)

Citing Multiple Sources for a Single Fact

Sometimes, a single factual statement may be supported by information from
multiple sources. In such cases, Chicago style allows for multiple footnotes
to be listed for that single statement. Each footnote would correspond to one
of the supporting sources, following the correct format for each. This
demonstrates a thorough approach to sourcing and allows readers to consult
various perspectives or the most authoritative sources.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnotes on
Wikipedia

Adhering to best practices ensures that Chicago style footnotes on Wikipedia
are not only correct but also contribute positively to the overall quality

and usability of the entry. Consistency and clarity are paramount on
collaborative platforms like Wikipedia.

Use consistent formatting throughout the entire entry.

e Ensure every factual claim is accompanied by a citation.

Prioritize reliable, secondary sources when possible.

For online sources, always include the URL and the date accessed.



e Review the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for the most current
guidelines.

e Avoid citing personal opinions, unsourced blogs, or unreliable websites.

e When in doubt, consult the Wikipedia:Citing sources page and the CMOS
handbook.

These guidelines help maintain the integrity and credibility of Wikipedia
entries. The goal is to provide a transparent and verifiable foundation for
the information presented, allowing readers to delve deeper into the subject
matter through the cited sources.

Navigating Complex Citation Challenges

While the basic principles of Chicago style are straightforward, complex
citation scenarios can arise, particularly with less conventional source
materials or when dealing with extensive research. Understanding how to adapt
the style to these situations is key to maintaining scholarly rigor.

For instance, citing government documents, legal texts, or unpublished
manuscripts may require specific adjustments to the standard format. The CMOS
provides detailed guidance for these situations, often involving additional
elements like document numbers, legislative sessions, or archival
information. It is always advisable to consult the official CMOS guidelines
or reliable academic resources when facing particularly challenging
citations.

Furthermore, the ongoing evolution of digital media presents new challenges.
Citing interactive content, datasets, or multimedia elements may require
creative application of existing rules or reliance on emerging citation
standards. The core principle of making the source locatable, however,
remains the guiding factor. By diligently applying the principles of Chicago
style and staying informed about its updates, contributors can ensure their
work on Wikipedia is accurate, credible, and meticulously sourced.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago
style footnotes on Wikipedia?

A: The primary purpose of using Chicago style footnotes on Wikipedia is to
provide clear, verifiable attribution for all factual claims made within an
article. This allows readers to trace the information back to its original
source, ensuring accuracy, credibility, and transparency, which are
fundamental principles of the encyclopedia.



Q: Are Chicago style footnotes mandatory for all
Wikipedia entries?

A: While Wikipedia strongly encourages comprehensive sourcing for all
articles, the strict adherence to Chicago style for every footnote is a
guideline rather than an absolute mandate for every single entry. However,
Chicago style, particularly the notes-and-bibliography system, is widely
adopted and recommended for its clarity and detail in academic and
encyclopedic contexts. Many Wikipedia editors use automated citation tools
that often follow Chicago or similar styles.

Q: How do I cite a book for the first time 1in a
Chicago style footnote on Wikipedia?

A: For the first citation of a book in a Chicago style footnote on Wikipedia,
you should include the author's full name, the italicized title of the book,
the publication information (city: publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s) being referenced. For example: Jane Doe, The History of Citation
Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023), 45.

Q: What is the format for subsequent citations of
the same book in Chicago style?

A: For subsequent citations of the same book in Chicago style, a shortened
format is used. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if applicable), and the specific page number(s). For
example: Doe, History of Citation Styles, 78. If the citation immediately
follows the previous one, "Ibid." can be used, followed by the page number if
different.

Q: How do I cite a webpage in a Chicago style
footnote for a Wikipedia entry?

A: When citing a webpage in a Chicago style footnote for a Wikipedia entry,
include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article (in
gquotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or
last updated date (if available), the URL, and the date you accessed the
page. For example: John Smith, "Understanding Citation Styles," Wikipedia
Contributors Guide, last modified October 15, 2023,
https://example.com/citation-guide. Accessed November 6, 2023.

Q: Can I cite another Wikipedia article within a
Wikipedia entry using Chicago style footnotes?

A: Yes, you can cite another Wikipedia article within a Wikipedia entry using



Chicago style footnotes, following the format for webpages. However, it's
generally best practice to rely on more authoritative external sources for
claims, as Wikipedia itself is not considered a primary source. If necessary,
cite it as a webpage, including the article title, "Wikipedia," the URL, and
the access date.

Q: What should I do if a source has no author or
publication date?

A: If a source has no author, begin the footnote with the title of the work.
If there is no publication date, use the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) in its
place within the publication information. For example: The Importance of
Accurate Referencing (New York: Academic Press, n.d.), 10.

Q: How do I handle multiple sources that support the
same piece of information in Chicago style on
Wikipedia?

A: When multiple sources support the same piece of information, you can list
multiple footnotes after that information. Each footnote would correspond to
a different source and should be formatted according to Chicago style
guidelines for that specific source type. This demonstrates comprehensive
research and allows readers to consult all supporting materials.
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