chicago style footnote example text message

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style used in academic and
professional writing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. While traditionally
associated with lengthy scholarly works, understanding how to apply its principles, especially for
less conventional sources like text messages, is increasingly important in today's digital
communication landscape. This article provides a comprehensive guide to creating a Chicago style
footnote example text message, exploring the nuances of citing ephemeral digital content. We will
delve into the specific elements required for accurate citation, discuss the challenges and best
practices for referencing text message conversations, and offer clear examples to illustrate the
process. Whether you are a student, researcher, or professional needing to document digital
interactions, this guide will equip you with the knowledge to properly cite text messages in your
work according to Chicago style.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

Chicago style, also known as Turabian style (a simplified version for students), offers two primary
citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For the purpose of
creating a Chicago style footnote example text message, we will focus on the notes-bibliography
system. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work. Footnotes are ideal for providing detailed source information
without interrupting the flow of the main text, making them particularly useful for citing less formal
or unconventional sources like text messages.

The fundamental purpose of a footnote is to give credit to the original source of information and to
allow readers to easily locate that source if they wish to consult it themselves. In the notes-
bibliography system, the first time a source is cited, the footnote contains full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source are shortened, often using the author's last name and a
page number (or in this case, potentially a message number or timestamp). This efficiency is crucial
for maintaining readability while ensuring academic integrity.

The Challenge of Citing Text Messages

Citing text messages presents unique challenges due to their ephemeral nature, informal language,



and the digital context in which they exist. Unlike books or journal articles, text messages are not
typically published in a way that makes them easily retrievable by others. Furthermore, the
language used in texts often includes abbreviations, emojis, and slang, which require careful
consideration when formalizing them in an academic citation. The lack of standardized pagination or
clear publication dates adds further complexity.

The informality of text messages can also be a hurdle. While a formal academic paper demands
precise language, text messages are designed for rapid, casual communication. When incorporating
them into a formal work, it is important to transcribe them accurately while also presenting them in
a manner that adheres to the conventions of scholarly citation. This requires a balance between
authenticity and academic rigor, ensuring the source is both identifiable and presented
appropriately.

Components of a Chicago Style Footnote for Text
Messages

To construct a Chicago style footnote for a text message, several key pieces of information are
generally required. These components help to uniquely identify the source and the specific message
being referenced. While the exact format can vary slightly based on interpretation and the specific
nature of the conversation, the following elements are crucial for a comprehensive citation.

Essential Information for Citation

When creating a Chicago style footnote example text message, you need to capture the essence of
the communication. The core elements include:

e The name of the sender.

e The name of the recipient.

e The date the message was sent.

e The platform used for communication (e.g., iMessage, WhatsApp, SMS).

* A specific identifier for the message, such as a timestamp or message number.

e The content of the message itself, or a description of its topic if the full content is too lengthy
or irrelevant.



Platform and Context

Specifying the platform is important because different messaging applications have varying features
and may retain message history differently. For example, iMessage conversations might be tied to
Apple IDs, while WhatsApp conversations are linked to phone numbers and cloud backups. Providing
this context helps a reader understand how the conversation was facilitated and where it might have
occurred. The date is also critical for establishing the timeline of events or information being
referenced.

Timestamp or Message Number

Since text messages lack page numbers, a precise timestamp (e.g., 3:15 PM) or a message number
within a sequence can serve as a locator. This allows a reader to pinpoint the exact message within
the conversation. If a conversation is very long, referencing a specific timestamp or number is far
more effective than a general description of the conversation. This precision is a hallmark of good
academic practice.

Creating a Chicago Style Footnote Example Text
Message

Let's construct a practical Chicago style footnote example text message. For this example, we will
assume a conversation between two individuals, Sarah Miller and John Davis, discussing a project
meeting. The conversation took place via iMessage on October 26, 2023. Sarah sent the message at
3:15 PM.

First Citation of a Text Message

The first time you reference a text message conversation in your work, the footnote will be
comprehensive. It should include all the necessary details to identify the source precisely. The
format often looks something like this:

1. Sarah Miller to John Davis, iMessage, October 26, 2023, 3:15 PM, "Can you send over the revised
agenda for tomorrow's meeting by end of day?" (Sarah Miller, personal communication).

In this example:



e "Sarah Miller" is the sender.

* "John Davis" is the recipient.

e "IMessage" is the platform.

e "October 26, 2023, 3:15 PM" is the date and time the message was sent.
e The quoted text is the content of the message.

e "(Sarah Miller, personal communication)" clarifies the nature of the source and indicates that
this is not a published work.

Subsequent Citations of the Same Text Message

If you need to refer to the same text message again later in your work, the footnote will be shorter,
following Chicago style's convention for subsequent citations. It will typically include the sender's
last name and the page number or, in this case, a specific identifier.

2. Miller, "Can you send over the revised agenda..."

Alternatively, if you are referencing a different message in the same conversation, you would provide
its specific details. For instance, if John replied at 3:20 PM saying "Sure, I'll send it now.", the
subsequent footnote might look like:

3. John Davis to Sarah Miller, iMessage, October 26, 2023, 3:20 PM, "Sure, I'll send it now."
And a subsequent reference to John's message would be:

4. Davis, "Sure, I'll send it now."

Advanced Considerations for Text Message Citation

Beyond the basic structure, there are several advanced considerations when citing text messages
using Chicago style. These include dealing with group chats, edited messages, and privacy concerns.
Each of these situations requires careful thought to ensure accurate and ethical citation practices
are maintained.



Group Chats and Multiple Recipients

Citing messages from a group chat requires clarity about who is addressing whom. If a message is
sent to a group, you might list the sender and then indicate "to the group chat" or list the primary
recipients if they are clearly defined. For example:

5. Alex Chen to Group Chat, WhatsApp, November 1, 2023, 10:05 AM, "Reminder about the team
lunch tomorrow at noon." (Alex Chen, personal communication).

This clearly indicates the sender and the general nature of the audience without needing to list
every single participant, which could become unwieldy.

Edited or Deleted Messages

If a message has been edited or deleted after being sent, this is a crucial piece of information to
note. While editing is less common with standard SMS, some platforms allow it. Deleted messages
pose a significant challenge as they may not be retrievable. In such cases, you would need to
acknowledge the attempt to cite a message that may no longer exist or has been altered.

If an edited message is cited, you might note: "Originally sent at [time], edited to [content]." If a
message was deleted and you are referencing its content from memory or another source, you must
state that the original message is no longer available. This honesty is paramount in academic
integrity.

Privacy and Permissions

A crucial ethical consideration when citing text messages is privacy. Unless the text messages are
publicly available (which is rare for personal conversations), you must obtain permission from all
parties involved before using them in your work. Failure to do so can have serious ethical and even
legal consequences. Always err on the side of caution and ensure you have explicit consent. This is
often more important than the citation format itself.

Best Practices for Citing Digital Communication



When citing any form of digital communication, including text messages, adherence to best practices
ensures clarity, accuracy, and ethical conduct. These practices extend beyond just the formatting of
footnotes to encompass the entire process of incorporating such sources into your research.

Consistency is Key

Regardless of the specific interpretation you adopt for citing text messages, the most important rule
is consistency. Whatever format you choose, apply it uniformly throughout your document. If your
institution or publisher has specific guidelines for citing digital media, always defer to those. A
consistent approach makes your work easier for your readers to follow and understand.

Be as Specific as Possible

The goal of any citation is to allow a reader to locate the source. Therefore, be as specific as the
medium allows. This means including timestamps, sender/recipient information, and the platform. If
the conversation is very long, you might need to provide a brief summary of the context surrounding
the specific message being quoted.

When in Doubt, Explain

If you encounter a unique situation or are unsure about the best way to cite a particular text
message conversation, it is always best to provide a brief explanation within your footnote or even in
the main text. For example, you could add a parenthetical note within the footnote detailing any
unusual circumstances surrounding the message's transmission or content. This transparency builds
trust with your reader.

Consider the Audience and Purpose

The level of detail and formality required for citing text messages can also depend on your audience
and the purpose of your work. A highly academic journal article will demand more rigorous citation
than a blog post or internal company report. Always tailor your citation practices to the expectations
of your intended readership and the context of your writing. This ensures your work is appropriately
received.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style



Footnote Example Text Message

Q: What is the primary challenge in creating a Chicago style
footnote example text message?

A: The primary challenge lies in the informal, ephemeral, and often context-dependent nature of text
messages, which lack the standardized publication and retrieval mechanisms of traditional sources.
Accurately identifying and locating specific messages for citation requires careful consideration of
sender, recipient, date, time, platform, and content.

Q: Do I always need to include the full content of a text
message in a Chicago style footnote?

A: No, you do not always need to include the full content. If the message is very long or the specific
detail is not crucial, you can use a concise summary or a key phrase from the message, as long as it
sufficiently identifies the point being referenced. The goal is clarity and identification, not verbatim
transcription unless absolutely necessary.

Q: What if the text message conversation occurred across
multiple dates and times?

A: When citing a text message conversation that spans multiple dates and times, you should cite the
specific message you are referencing with its exact date and timestamp. If you are referring to a
longer exchange, you might cite the first message with its date and time and then refer to the
conversation generally in subsequent notes, or cite individual messages as needed.

Q: Is it acceptable to cite text messages without the sender's
explicit permission in Chicago style?

A: No, it is generally not acceptable to cite personal text messages without the explicit permission of
all parties involved. Text messages are considered private communications, and using them in
academic or professional work without consent raises significant privacy and ethical concerns,
regardless of the citation style used.

Q: How should I handle emojis or abbreviations in Chicago
style text message citations?

A: Emojis and abbreviations should ideally be represented as they appear in the original message if
they are integral to its meaning. If an emoji is ambiguous, you may consider providing a brief textual
interpretation in parentheses within the footnote (e.g., "[] (smiling face emoji)"). Abbreviations
should be transcribed faithfully.



Q: What if I can't find an exact timestamp for a text message?

A: If an exact timestamp is unavailable, use the closest available information, such as the hour of the
day or simply the date if that is all that can be reliably determined. In such cases, it is advisable to
briefly note the limitation in the footnote or in the text, explaining that the precise time could not be
ascertained.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style provide specific examples
for citing text messages?

A: While the Chicago Manual of Style primarily focuses on more traditional forms of publication, its
principles can be applied to contemporary digital media. The manual emphasizes providing enough
information for readers to locate the source, and the examples provided in this article demonstrate
how to adapt those principles to the unique characteristics of text messages.

Q: Should text messages be included in the bibliography when
using the Chicago notes-bibliography system?

A: Typically, personal communications, including text messages for which you have obtained
permission, are not included in the bibliography. They are cited solely in footnotes or endnotes.
However, if the text message conversation has been published or archived in a way that makes it
retrievable by others (e.g., a public forum, a dedicated website), then it may warrant inclusion in the
bibliography.
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