chicago style footnote example repeated

chicago style footnote example repeated is a critical aspect of academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. Understanding
how to format these citations, especially when a source is referenced multiple times, is
essential for maintaining clarity and credibility. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style's approach to footnotes, focusing
specifically on the nuances of repeated citations. We will explore the fundamental
principles of Chicago-style footnotes, examine the differences between the first and
subsequent mentions of a source, and provide clear, actionable examples. Furthermore,
we will discuss common pitfalls and best practices to help writers master this vital citation
technique, making their research papers, theses, and other scholarly works both accurate
and compliant.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. For the purposes of this article, we will
focus exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes.
This system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and art history.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page and provide readers with immediate access to
source information without disrupting the flow of the main text. Properly formatted
footnotes are crucial for academic integrity, allowing readers to verify information and
explore the original sources.

The fundamental purpose of a footnote is to cite a specific piece of information drawn from
another source. This includes direct quotations, paraphrased ideas, statistics, and even
general references to a particular argument or concept. Each footnote corresponds to a
superscript number placed in the text. The first time a source is cited, the footnote will
contain full bibliographic information. However, subsequent citations of the same source
require a different, abbreviated format to avoid redundancy and improve readability.



The Importance of Footnotes in Academic Writing

Footnotes serve several vital functions in academic writing. Firstly, they acknowledge the
intellectual contributions of others, giving credit where it is due and preventing
accusations of plagiarism. By citing sources meticulously, writers demonstrate their
research process and the foundation upon which their arguments are built. Secondly,
footnotes provide evidence to support claims made in the text, lending credibility and
authority to the author's work. Readers can easily consult the cited sources to confirm the
accuracy of the information presented.

Furthermore, footnotes can offer supplementary information that might be too detailed or
tangential for the main body of the text. This can include background details, definitions of
terms, or further discussion of a point. In essence, footnotes enhance the scholarly
apparatus of a work, making it more robust, transparent, and useful for both the author
and the reader. The specific conventions for formatting these notes, especially for
repeated sources, are designed to achieve these goals efficiently and elegantly.

First Mention Footnote Example in Chicago Style

When a source is cited for the first time in a Chicago-style footnote, the entry must be
comprehensive. This allows readers to identify the source without ambiguity. The format
includes the author's name (first name then last name), the title of the work (italicized for
books, in quotation marks for articles or chapters), publication details (city, publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For books, the format typically
looks like this:

e First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page
number(s).

For a journal article, the format would be:

e First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal volume, no. issue (Year):
page number(s).

Let's illustrate with a specific example for a book. Imagine you are citing a book by a
renowned historian:

Footnote 1: John Smith, The Making of Modern America (New York: History Press, 2020),
45.



This full citation provides all the necessary information for a reader to locate the source. If
this were the only time you cited this particular book, this level of detail would suffice.
However, in most academic works, sources are referenced multiple times, necessitating a
streamlined approach for subsequent citations.

Subsequent Mention Footnote Example in
Chicago Style: The "Ibid." Rule

The most common and elegant way to handle repeated citations in Chicago style is by
using the Latin abbreviation "Ibid." which means "in the same place." This is used when
the current footnote refers to the exact same source as the immediately preceding
footnote. The "Ibid." footnote will typically include only the page number if it differs from
the previous citation. If the page number is the same, you can simply use "Ibid." on its
own. This dramatically shortens the footnote and reduces visual clutter.

Consider the scenario where Footnote 1 was the full citation for John Smith's book. If
Footnote 2 also refers to the same book but a different page, it would look like this:

Footnote 2: Ibid., 62.

If Footnote 3 refers to the exact same page as Footnote 2 (which was also page 62 of
Smith's book), then Footnote 3 would simply be:

Footnote 3: Ibid.

This brevity is the primary advantage of using "Ibid." It signals to the reader that the
immediately preceding citation is being referred to. However, it's crucial to ensure that
the preceding footnote indeed refers to the same source. Misusing "Ibid." can lead to
confusion for the reader.

Subsequent Mention Footnote Example in
Chicago Style: When Author or Title Changes

The "Ibid." convention is highly effective but has limitations. It cannot be used if any
intervening footnote cites a different source, even if that different source is by the same
author. In such cases, or when you are citing the same source but not the immediately
preceding one, you need to use a shortened form of the citation. This shortened form
typically includes the author's last name and a shortened title of the work, followed by the
page number.

The shortened title should be derived from the main title of the work and should be
concise enough to be easily recognizable. For example, if you were citing John Smith's



book The Making of Modern America, and you are no longer able to use "Ibid." because
another source was cited in between, the shortened footnote would appear as:

Footnote 4: Smith, Making of Modern America, 115.

The key is to provide enough information for the reader to identify the specific work
without repeating the full bibliographic details. The author's last name and a distinct
portion of the title are usually sufficient. If the author has multiple works with similar
titles, you might need to include more of the title or even the first name to distinguish
them clearly. The goal is clarity and conciseness.

Subsequent Mention Footnote Example in
Chicago Style: Shorter Forms

Beyond the "Ibid." and the author-shortened title format, there are other variations for
repeated citations depending on the context and the specific edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style being followed. However, the author-shortened title remains the most
universally applicable method when "Ibid." is not appropriate. The principle is always to
provide sufficient information to identify the source unequivocally while minimizing
repetition.

If you are citing a work by an author with a common last name, or if you have multiple
works by the same author, the shortened title becomes even more critical. In such
instances, the shortened title might need to be more descriptive. For instance, if an author
published two books with "History" in their titles, you would ensure the shortened title
distinguishes between them. For example:

e Smith, Making of Modern America, 115.

e Smith, A Brief History of Time, 32.

This ensures that even with common authors or similar titles, the reader can correctly
identify the referenced source. The consistent application of these shortened forms is a
hallmark of well-executed Chicago-style citations.

When Not to Use "Ibid."

"Ibid." is a powerful tool for conciseness, but its misuse can lead to significant confusion.
The primary rule is that "Ibid." can only be used when the immediately preceding footnote
refers to the exact same source. If there is any intervening footnote that cites a different
source, the use of "Ibid." is incorrect.



For example, if you have the following sequence:

Footnote 1: John Smith, The Making of Modern America (New York: History Press, 2020),
45,

Footnote 2: Jane Doe, A History of Art (London: Art Books Ltd., 2019), 102.
Footnote 3: Ibid., 105.

In this sequence, Footnote 3 correctly uses "Ibid." because Footnote 2 cites Jane Doe's
book, and Footnote 3 is also referring to Jane Doe's book. However, if Footnote 2 had cited
John Smith's book, then Footnote 3 referring to Jane Doe's book would be incorrect if it
simply said "Ibid." Furthermore, if Footnote 3 was meant to refer back to John Smith's
book from Footnote 1, but Footnote 2 had already intervened with a citation to Jane Doe's
book, then "Ibid." would be inappropriate. In such a case, you would revert to the author-
shortened title format as described previously.

Formatting Nuances for Repeated Citations

Beyond the content of the citation, the formatting itself requires attention. Page numbers
in repeated footnotes are always included. If the page number is the same as the
immediately preceding citation, you can omit it when using "Ibid." However, when using
the author-shortened title format, the page number is almost always included. Italics are
used for the titles of books and for the shortened titles in subsequent citations.

Consistency is paramount. Whichever shortened form you choose to employ, apply it
uniformly throughout your document. If you decide to use the author-shortened title
format for all subsequent citations after the first full mention, stick to that. Avoid mixing
different methods unnecessarily. The goal is to create a seamless and professional
presentation of your research.

Consider the capitalization of the shortened title. It should generally follow the
capitalization of the original title as it appears on the title page of the book or article.
Punctuation within the footnote should also be consistent with the initial citation's
structure, minus the elements that are being abbreviated.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Repeated
Footnotes

One of the most frequent errors is the incorrect use of "Ibid." This often happens when
writers forget that "Ibid." refers only to the immediately preceding citation. If another
source has been cited in between, "Ibid." is no longer applicable. Another common mistake
is omitting the page number when it's necessary, or including it when it's redundant (as
with "Ibid." when the page number is the same as the previous citation).



Authors may also struggle with creating effective shortened titles. If a title is too generic,
it may not clearly identify the specific work. Conversely, if it's too long, it defeats the
purpose of abbreviation. It’s important to select a distinctive part of the title that will be
easily recognizable. Finally, inconsistent application of citation rules is a problem. Some
writers might use full citations more often than necessary, or they might switch between
different shortened formats without a clear reason, which can detract from the
professionalism of the work.

Careful proofreading and a thorough understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style's
guidelines are the best defenses against these errors. It is often helpful to refer back to
the manual or to use citation management software that adheres to CMOS standards.

Mastering Chicago Style Footnote Examples
Repeated for Clarity

Achieving clarity and conciseness in Chicago-style footnotes, especially with repeated
citations, is a skill that improves with practice and attention to detail. The system is
designed to be efficient without sacrificing accuracy. By mastering the use of "Ibid." and
the author-shortened title format, writers can significantly enhance the readability of their
work. Remember that the ultimate goal is to provide readers with easy access to your
sources while maintaining the flow of your narrative.

Regularly consulting the Chicago Manual of Style and practicing with different types of
sources will build your confidence. Pay close attention to the specific rules for books,
articles, websites, and other materials, as the formatting for these can vary slightly even
within the notes-bibliography system. Ultimately, well-formatted and accurate footnotes
are a testament to a writer's diligence and scholarly rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a first-
mention and a subsequent-mention footnote in Chicago
style?

A: The primary difference lies in the amount of bibliographic information provided. A first-
mention footnote in Chicago style includes the full details of the source (author, title,
publication information, page number), whereas subsequent-mention footnotes use
abbreviated formats like "Ibid." or author-shortened titles to be more concise.



Q: When is it appropriate to use "Ibid." in Chicago style
footnotes?

A: "Ibid." is appropriate only when the current footnote refers to the exact same source as
the immediately preceding footnote. If the page number is different, it is included after
"Ibid." If the page number is the same, "Ibid." alone is sufficient.

Q: What should I do if I need to cite the same source
again, but another footnote has appeared in between?

A: If another footnote citing a different source intervenes, you cannot use "Ibid." You must
revert to a shortened form of the citation, which typically includes the author's last name
and a shortened title of the work, followed by the page number.

Q: How do I create a shortened title for subsequent
footnotes in Chicago style?

A: A shortened title should be derived from the original title of the work. It should be
concise but specific enough to clearly identify the work, especially if the author has
multiple publications. For example, if the book title is "The Making of Modern America," a
shortened title could be "Making of Modern America."

Q: What are the potential problems with using "Ibid."
too frequently?

A: Overusing "Ibid." or using it incorrectly can lead to confusion for the reader. If a
footnote is not immediately preceded by the same source, using "Ibid." can send the
reader to the wrong source, undermining the clarity and accuracy of your citation system.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style allow for any
exceptions to the "Ibid." rule?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style is quite strict about the use of "Ibid." It strictly adheres to
referring only to the immediately preceding footnote. Any intervening citation invalidates
the use of "Ibid." for referring back to an earlier source.

Q: How important is it to include the page number in
subsequent footnotes?

A: Including the page number in subsequent footnotes is crucial for specificity, unless you
are using "Ibid." and the page number is the same as the preceding citation. For author-
shortened title citations, the page number is almost always included to direct the reader to
the precise location of the information.



Q: What if I have multiple works by the same author?
How do I handle shortened titles in that case?

A: If an author has multiple works, your shortened title needs to be distinct enough to
differentiate between them. You might need to use a more descriptive portion of the title
or a combination of the author's name and a key word from the title to ensure clarity.

Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes for repeated
citations in Chicago style?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography system allows for either footnotes
or endnotes. The rules for formatting first and subsequent mentions, including the use of
"Ibid." and shortened titles, remain the same whether you are using footnotes at the
bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document.

Q: What is the best practice for ensuring accuracy in
repeated Chicago style footnotes?

A: The best practice is to meticulously track your citations as you write. Refer directly to
the Chicago Manual of Style for specific examples and guidelines. Proofreading your
footnotes carefully against your sources and ensuring consistent application of the chosen
citation method will prevent errors.
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