chicago style footnote example newspaper article

The Chicago style footnote example newspaper article is a crucial element for academic writers and
researchers aiming for precision and adherence to scholarly citation standards. Understanding how to
properly cite newspaper articles within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is essential for avoiding
plagiarism and giving credit to the original sources. This article will delve into the intricacies of creating
Chicago style footnotes for newspaper articles, covering the necessary components, common
variations, and practical examples. We will explore the nuances of citing both print and online
newspaper sources, emphasizing the importance of accuracy in bibliographic information. By the end
of this comprehensive guide, you will be equipped to confidently cite any newspaper article using the

Chicago style, ensuring your work meets the highest academic integrity standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes-bibliography and
author-date. This article focuses on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes
to cite sources. Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page where the citation appears, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide readers

with detailed information about the sources consulted and to acknowledge the origin of ideas and



information. For newspaper articles, the goal is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the

original article easily.

The importance of accurate citation cannot be overstated. It builds credibility for your research, allows
readers to verify your information, and respects the intellectual property of others. When dealing with
newspaper articles, which are often published frequently and can have varying publication details,
meticulous attention to detail is paramount. The Chicago style provides a clear framework for this,

ensuring consistency and clarity across academic disciplines.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Newspaper Footnote

Regardless of whether the newspaper article is from a print or online edition, certain core components
are necessary for a complete Chicago style footnote. These elements ensure that the reader can
identify and locate the specific article being referenced. Omitting any of these key pieces of information
can make a citation incomplete and less useful. The standard components work together to paint a

clear picture of the source.

The fundamental pieces of information required in a Chicago style footnote for a newspaper article
include the author's name, the title of the article, the name of the newspaper, the date of publication,
and the page number(s) or URL. The precise order and punctuation of these elements can vary
slightly depending on whether it's a print or online source, and whether it's the first citation of the

source or a subsequent one.

Author's Name

The author's name should be listed in the format: First Name Last Name. If an article has multiple
authors, follow the specific CMOS guidelines for handling multiple authors, typically listing the first
author's name in full and subsequent authors with their first name preceding their last name, or using

"et al." if there are many. For newspaper articles, it's common to find single authors, but be prepared



for different scenarios.

Title of the Article

The title of the newspaper article should be enclosed in quotation marks. This helps to distinguish the
article title from the name of the newspaper itself. Capitalization within the title should follow standard

title-case rules as prescribed by Chicago style.

Name of the Newspaper

The name of the newspaper should be italicized. For example, "The New York Times" would be
presented as The New York Times. When citing, ensure you use the full and official name of the

newspaper.

Date of Publication

The date of publication is crucial for newspaper articles. It should be presented in the following format:
Month Day, Year. For example, "October 26, 2023." This precise dating is vital for historical and

journalistic context.

Page Numbers or URL

For print articles, the specific page number(s) on which the article appears must be included. If an
article spans multiple pages, list the first page followed by a hyphen and the last page (e.g., 4, 6-7).
For online articles, a stable URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is required. It's best practice to provide

the direct URL to the article if possible.



Citing Print Newspaper Articles in Chicago Style

Citing a print newspaper article in Chicago style requires careful attention to the order and punctuation
of the essential components. The first footnote for a given article will be a full citation, while
subsequent citations will be shortened. This distinction is important for conciseness and readability

within your paper.

When you encounter a print newspaper article, gather all the necessary information: author, article title,
newspaper name, publication date, and page number. The initial footnote provides all these details to
allow the reader to track down the source definitively. Subsequent footnotes will refer back to this initial

citation.

First Footnote for a Print Article

The structure for the first footnote of a print newspaper article is as follows:

¢ Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Name of Newspaper, Month Day, Year, Page

Number(s).

For example:

1. Jane Doe, “City Council Approves New Zoning Laws,” Chicago Tribune, November 15, 2023, 3.

Subsequent Footnotes for a Print Article

For any subsequent mentions of the same print article, a shortened footnote format is used. This is
generally composed of the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if necessary,

though often the full title is still used if brief), and the page number.



e Author’s Last Name, “Title of Article,” Page Number(s).

For example, if you refer to Jane Doe's article again:
2. Doe, “City Council Approves New Zoning Laws,” 7.

If the article has no author listed, you would begin the citation with the article title.

Citing Online Newspaper Articles in Chicago Style

The advent of online news has introduced new considerations for citation. While the core principles
remain the same, citing an online newspaper article in Chicago style necessitates the inclusion of a

URL and often a date accessed, especially if the content might change or be removed.

When citing online newspaper articles, ensure you are linking to a stable URL. Avoid linking to the
homepage of the newspaper. The Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes providing the most direct path for
readers to find the referenced material. Include the date you accessed the article as this can be

relevant given the dynamic nature of online content.

First Footnote for an Online Article
The format for the first footnote of an online newspaper article is:

¢ Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Name of Newspaper, Month Day, Year,

accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Here is a practical example:

3. John Smith, “Local Economy Shows Signs of Growth,” The Wall Street Journal, October 20, 2023,

accessed October 26, 2023,



https://www.wsj.com/articles/local-economy-shows-signs-of-growth-1234567890.

Subsequent Footnotes for an Online Article

Similar to print articles, subsequent citations for online newspaper articles are shortened. The URL is
generally omitted in shortened notes unless there is a specific reason to include it, such as when

referring to the same article multiple times and the full citation is lengthy.

¢ Author’s Last Name, “Title of Article,” Page Number(s) (if applicable).

If the article has no author:

4. “Local Economy Shows Signs of Growth.”

Variations and Special Cases

Newspaper articles can come with unique characteristics that require slight adjustments to the
standard Chicago style footnote format. These can include articles without authors, editorials, or letters
to the editor. Knowing how to handle these variations ensures your citations remain accurate and

complete.

It's important to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date
guidance on all citation styles, including these special cases. However, the general principles outlined

here will cover most common scenarios you will encounter when citing newspaper articles.

Articles Without Authors

If a newspaper article lacks a listed author, the citation begins directly with the title of the article. The



title is enclosed in quotation marks, followed by the newspaper name in italics, the publication date,

and page number or URL as appropriate.

Editorials and Op-Eds

Editorials and opinion pieces (op-eds) are typically treated as articles. If they have a named author,
you cite them like any other article. If they are unsigned editorials written by the newspaper's staff, you

would begin the citation with the title of the editorial, followed by the newspaper name.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor are a distinct type of newspaper content. The format generally includes the letter
writer's name, the title of the letter (if it has one, often it's just "Letter to the Editor"), the newspaper
name, the date it was published, and the page number or URL. If it's a letter to the editor, you might

indicate that in the citation, such as by including "Letter to the Editor" after the title.

e Example: John Adams, “Regarding the Recent Editorial,” Letter to the Editor, The Daily

Chronicle, November 10, 2023, 8.

Practical Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Newspaper

Articles

To solidify your understanding, let's review some practical Chicago style footnote examples covering
different scenarios you might encounter when citing newspaper articles. These examples demonstrate

how to apply the rules discussed previously.



Applying the rules consistently is key. Pay close attention to punctuation, italics, and quotation marks.

Each element serves a purpose in guiding your reader to the source.

Example 1: A Standard Print Article

Suppose you are citing an article from a local newspaper:

¢ First Footnote: 1. Michael Lee, “New Park Opens Downtown,” The City Herald, October 25,
2023, A1.

e Subsequent Footnote: 2. Lee, “New Park Opens Downtown,” A4.

Example 2: An Online Article with No Author

Consider an online news report that doesn't credit an author:

¢ First Footnote: 3. “Inflation Rates See Slight Decline,” Global News Online, October 24, 2023,

accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.globalnewsonline.com/news/inflation-rates-slight-decline.

e Subsequent Footnote: 4. “Inflation Rates See Slight Decline.”

Example 3: An Opinion Piece (Op-Ed)

Citing a well-known columnist's opinion piece:

¢ First Footnote: 5. Sarah Williams, “The Future of Renewable Energy,” The National Times,

November 1, 2023, Op-Ed.



e Subsequent Footnote: 6. Williams, “The Future of Renewable Energy.”

Best Practices for Chicago Style Newspaper Citations

Beyond understanding the specific rules for formatting, adopting certain best practices can enhance
the quality and usability of your Chicago style newspaper citations. These practices focus on accuracy,

consistency, and reader experience.

Prioritizing accuracy and consistency will not only ensure your work adheres to academic standards
but also makes it easier for your readers to follow your research and verify your information. These

simple habits can prevent common errors and make your citations more robust.

* Always double-check author names, article titles, newspaper names, and dates for accuracy.

Even minor typos can cause confusion.

Be consistent with your capitalization and punctuation throughout your document.

If an article is available in both print and online versions, cite the version you actually consulted.

When using URLs, ensure they are stable and lead directly to the content.

If the newspaper has a well-known abbreviation, you may be able to use it after the first full

citation, but always verify CMOS guidelines on abbreviations.

» Keep a record of all sources used to facilitate the creation of your bibliography or works cited

list, which is also required in the notes-bibliography system.



Adhering to these guidelines for Chicago style footnote example newspaper article citations will

significantly contribute to the professionalism and integrity of your academic writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial difference between citing a print

newspaper article and an online newspaper article in Chicago style?

A: The most crucial difference is the inclusion of a stable URL for online articles and, often, the

"accessed" date, which is not typically required for print articles.

Q: Do | need to include the city of publication for newspaper articles in
Chicago style?

A: Generally, the city of publication is omitted in Chicago style footnotes for newspaper articles unless
the newspaper's name is common or could be ambiguous. The newspaper's full name, as it appears

on the masthead, is usually sufficient.

Q: What should | do if a newspaper article has no author listed?

A: If a newspaper article has no author listed, begin the footnote citation with the title of the article,

enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How do | handle subsequent citations of the same newspaper



article in Chicago style?

A: For subsequent citations of the same newspaper article, use a shortened footnote format that
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (or the full title if brief),

and the page number.

Q: Is it necessary to include the date | accessed an online newspaper

article in Chicago style?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required by Chicago style to include the date you
accessed an online newspaper article. This is because online content can be updated or removed,

making the access date important for locating the specific version you consulted.

Q: How do | cite an editorial or opinion piece in Chicago style?

A: Editorials and opinion pieces are cited similarly to regular articles. If they have a named author, you
use their name. If it's an unsigned editorial, you start with the title of the editorial. You might also

indicate it's an editorial or op-ed in the citation.

Q: What is the correct punctuation for a Chicago style footnote

referencing a newspaper article?

A: Key punctuation includes using quotation marks for the article title, italics for the newspaper name,

commas to separate elements, and a period at the end of the footnote.

Q: How do I cite a letter to the editor in Chicago style?

A: A letter to the editor citation typically includes the writer's name, the title of the letter (if any), the
designation "Letter to the Editor," the newspaper name in italics, the publication date, and the page

number or URL.



Chicago Style Footnote Example Newspaper Article

Chicago Style Footnote Example Newspaper Article

Related Articles

¢ chicago style for academic manuscript submission
e chicago style for footnote referencing quick guide
e chicago style examples for citing translators

Back to Home


http://chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-footnote-example-newspaper-article.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-for-academic-manuscript-submission.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-for-footnote-referencing-quick-guide.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-examples-for-citing-translators.pdf
http://chem.study

