chicago style footnote example journal

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style,
particularly prevalent in the humanities and social sciences. Understanding
how to properly format citations, especially within scholarly articles, is
crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This article delves
into the intricacies of crafting a Chicago style footnote example journal,
offering comprehensive guidance and detailed illustrations for various source
types commonly encountered in academic writing. We will explore the
fundamental structure of footnotes, the specific requirements for citing
journal articles, and provide clear examples for both the initial and
subsequent mentions of sources. Mastering these elements ensures your
research is presented professionally and adheres to scholarly standards,
making your journal submissions more robust and credible.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

Chicago style, often referred to as the author-date system or the notes-and-
bibliography system, provides a flexible framework for academic citation.
While the author-date system is popular in some disciplines, the notes-and-
bibliography system, which relies heavily on footnotes and endnotes, is
frequently employed in fields like history, literature, and art history. This
system offers a more integrated approach to referencing within the text,
allowing for supplementary commentary alongside citation details. The focus
of this guide is specifically on the application of footnotes within the
notes-and-bibliography system when referencing journal articles.

Footnotes serve a dual purpose: they attribute sources accurately and provide
readers with the necessary information to locate those sources themselves.
They also offer a space for authors to include tangential information or
elaborate on points without disrupting the flow of the main text. When a
journal article is the source, the footnote needs to capture specific



bibliographical data that distinguishes it from other publications. This
includes details like the author's name, the article title, the journal
title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and the page range.

Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago style footnote, in its most basic form, includes the author's first
name and last name, followed by the title of the work in quotation marks. For
a journal article, this is then followed by the name of the journal
(italicized), the volume number, the issue number, the publication date, and
finally, the specific page number(s) being referenced. A crucial distinction
in Chicago style footnotes is the numbering sequence. The first time a source
is cited, a full citation is provided. Subsequent citations of the same
source are shortened for conciseness.

The general format for an initial footnote citation is as follows: Author's
First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page Number(s). It is important to note that the comma punctuation
and the use of "no." before the issue number are specific to Chicago style.
The year is enclosed in parentheses. The page number cited in the footnote
should correspond to the exact page(s) where the information was found in the
article.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Citing journal articles is a fundamental skill for anyone engaging in
academic research. Journal articles are primary sources of scholarly inquiry,
presenting original research and analysis. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides clear guidelines for their citation to ensure consistency and ease
of retrieval for readers. The key is to provide enough information in the
footnote so that a reader can easily locate the specific article and the
precise location of the cited material.

The difference between a footnote and a bibliography entry in Chicago style
is significant. Footnotes are numbered sequentially within the text and
appear at the bottom of the page, while bibliography entries are listed
alphabetically by author at the end of the document. Footnotes often contain
more detailed information about the specific page referenced, whereas
bibliography entries provide a comprehensive list of all consulted sources.
For journal articles, this distinction impacts how the article title, journal
title, and page numbers are presented.



Initial Footnote Citation for a Journal Article

The first time you cite a specific journal article in your Chicago style
paper, you will provide a full, unabbreviated footnote. This includes all the
necessary bibliographical details. The author's name is given in first name,
last name format. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks, and the
journal title is italicized. The volume and issue numbers are clearly
indicated, along with the publication year in parentheses, followed by the
specific page number(s) from which the information was drawn.

A typical initial Chicago style footnote example journal citation would look
like this:

John Smith, "The Evolution of Modern Urban Planning," Journal of Urban
History 45, no. 2 (2019): 123.

This format ensures that every piece of essential information is present for
the reader's reference upon first encounter with the source. It establishes
the identity of the article, the publication it appeared in, and the exact
location of the content being referenced.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for a Journal Article

Once a journal article has been cited in a full footnote, any subsequent
citations of the same article can be significantly shortened. This is to
avoid redundancy and improve the readability of your footnotes. The shortened
citation typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of
the article title (if it's long), and the specific page number(s) being
referenced. This system allows for a cleaner presentation while still
uniquely identifying the source.

The format for subsequent footnotes is generally: Author's Last Name,
"Shortened Article Title," Page Number(s). If the article title is brief, you
may even omit it for very close subsequent citations. However, it is
generally good practice to include at least the author's last name and the
page number.

For example, if the Smith article mentioned previously is cited again later
in the text:

Smith, "Urban Planning," 130.

This abbreviated format is standard for all subsequent references to the same
source within the same paper.



Variations in Journal Article Footnotes

While the basic structure of a Chicago style footnote for a journal article
is consistent, there are variations to consider based on the specific
characteristics of the source. These variations ensure accuracy and
completeness in your citation, even for less common publication scenarios.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for maintaining the integrity of your
research documentation.

These variations often arise from differences in how journals are published,
whether they are primarily print or online, or how many authors contributed

to the work. Being adept at handling these differences demonstrates a higher
level of scholarly practice.

Citing Online Journal Articles

Citing online journal articles requires including additional information to
help readers access the digital version of the source. This typically
involves providing a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or a URL.
The DOI is a persistent identifier that ensures the link remains active even
if the journal's website changes. If a DOI is not provided by the journal, a
stable URL is the next best option.

An example of a Chicago style footnote for an online journal article with a
DOI would be:

Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Digital
Sociology Quarterly 10, no. 1 (2022): 55,
doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

If a DOI is not available, you would use a URL:

Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Digital
Sociology Quarterly 10, no. 1 (2022): 55, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.digitalsociology.com/article/12345.

The "accessed" date is important for online sources as content can change.

Citing Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

When a journal article has more than one author, Chicago style dictates a
specific way to list their names in the footnotes. For two authors, both



names are listed, separated by "and." For three or more authors, the first
author's name is listed, followed by "et al." (which is Latin for "and
others"). This convention helps to keep footnotes concise while still
acknowledging all contributors.

Here's an example for an article with two authors:

Michael Brown and Sarah Lee, "Contemporary Issues in Environmental
Policy," Environmental Studies Review 15, no. 3 (2021): 210.

And for an article with three or more authors:

David Green, Emily White, Robert Black, et al., "Advances in Artificial
Intelligence," Journal of Computer Science 30, no. 4 (2020): 45.

Subsequent citations for articles with multiple authors follow the same
pattern of abbreviation:

Brown and Lee, "Environmental Policy," 215.

Green et al., "Artificial Intelligence," 50.

Citing Chapters in Edited Books vs. Journal Articles

It is important to distinguish between citing a journal article and citing a
chapter within an edited book, as their footnote formats differ. While both
involve scholarly works, the organizational structure of a book with multiple
contributors is distinct from that of a periodical publication like a
journal. This distinction is crucial for accurate referencing.

A chapter in an edited book typically requires the chapter author's name, the
chapter title in quotation marks, the editor(s)' names, the book title
(italicized), the publication information (publisher, year), and the page
numbers of the chapter. A Chicago style footnote for a chapter in an edited
book would look like this:

Emily Carter, "The Sociological Impact of Globalization," in The Global
Society: Trends and Challenges, ed. Robert Davis (New York: Academic
Press, 2018), 78.



In contrast, a journal article citation focuses on the journal title, volume,
issue, and publication date, rather than editor and publisher details, as the
journal itself is the primary publication entity.

The Role of Endnotes in Chicago Style

While this article focuses on Chicago style footnote example journal
citations, it's essential to acknowledge the role of endnotes. In the notes-
and-bibliography system, authors have the option to use either footnotes or
endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is
made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document, chapter, or
book. The content and formatting of endnotes are identical to footnotes, with
the only difference being their placement.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes often depends on the author's
preference or the specific requirements of the publisher or academic
institution. For shorter papers or when supplementary commentary is minimal,
footnotes can be more convenient for readers. For longer works with extensive
notes, endnotes can prevent pages from becoming overcrowded and may be
preferred for aesthetic reasons. Regardless of the choice, the citation
details within each note remain the same.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Journal
Footnotes

Adhering to best practices ensures clarity, consistency, and scholarly rigor
in your Chicago style citations. Consistency is paramount; once you choose a
format (e.g., using DOIs or URLs for online articles), stick with it
throughout your document. Proofreading your footnotes meticulously for any
errors in punctuation, capitalization, or spelling is also critical. A
misplaced comma or an incorrectly italicized title can detract from the
professionalism of your work.

It is also beneficial to keep a running list of all sources cited in your
paper, which will eventually form your bibliography. This practice helps in
managing your research and reduces the likelihood of errors when compiling
the bibliography. Familiarizing yourself with the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style is also recommended, as citation styles can evolve
over time.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common mistakes can undermine the effectiveness of Chicago style



footnotes. One frequent error is inconsistent formatting between the initial
and subsequent citations of the same source. Another is failing to include
all necessary bibliographical information in the initial citation. Forgetting
to italicize journal titles or enclose article titles in quotation marks are
also common oversights.

Additionally, incorrect use of punctuation, such as misplaced commas or
colons, can lead to confusion. For online sources, failing to provide a DOI
or URL, or using a broken link, makes it difficult for readers to verify your
sources. Lastly, confusing journal article citations with book chapter
citations is a recurring error that requires careful attention to the
specific format for each.

Conclusion: Mastering Chicago Style Journal
Citations

Effectively navigating Chicago style footnote example journal citations is an
essential skill for any academic writer. By understanding the fundamental
structure, the variations for different source types, and the best practices,
you can ensure your work is accurately and professionally presented. The
clarity and precision offered by the notes-and-bibliography systenm,
particularly through well-crafted footnotes, significantly enhance the
credibility and readability of scholarly research. Consistent application of
these guidelines will not only meet academic requirements but also contribute
to the overall impact of your written work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago
style footnote and a bibliography entry for a
journal article?

A: The primary difference lies in their purpose and format. Footnotes provide
in-text citations for specific references and often include page numbers,
appearing at the bottom of the page, while bibliography entries offer a
comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources consulted at the end of the
document, without specific page numbers for every entry.

Q: How do I abbreviate a journal article citation in
Chicago style after the first full citation?

A: After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same journal
article are abbreviated. Typically, this includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the article title (if applicable), and the specific page



number(s) being referenced, such as "Smith, 'Urban Planning,' 130."

Q: What information is essential for a Chicago style
footnote citation of an online journal article?

A: For an online journal article, essential information includes the author's
name, article title, journal title, volume, issue, publication year, page
number(s), and crucially, either a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a
stable URL, along with the date of access.

Q: When citing a journal article with three or more
authors in Chicago style, what is the correct format
for the footnote?

A: For journal articles with three or more authors, Chicago style dictates
listing only the first author's name followed by "et al." (meaning "and
others") in the footnote. For example, "Green et al., 'Artificial
Intelligence,' 50."

Q: Is it acceptable to use "ibid." in Chicago style
footnotes for journal articles?

A: Yes, the Latin abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can be
used in Chicago style footnotes when citing the immediately preceding source.
However, its use is sometimes discouraged in favor of shortened citations for
greater clarity, especially if there are intervening notes.

Q: What is the correct way to format the journal
title in a Chicago style footnote?

A: In Chicago style footnotes, the journal title should always be italicized.
For example, "Journal of Historical Studies."

Q: How should I handle journal articles that are
published in multiple parts or issues within the
same year?

A: If a journal article is published in multiple parts or issues within the
same year, you should include both the volume and issue numbers in your
citation. For instance, "Academic Quarterly 10, no. 2 (2023): 45."



Q: What if the journal article I am citing does not
have a clear publication date?

A: If a journal article lacks a specific publication date, you should note
“n.d." (no date) in place of the year. For example, "Author Name, 'Article
Title,' Journal Title 5, no. 1 (n.d.): 100."
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