
chicago style footnote example
government document
The Chicago Style of citation, particularly when referencing government documents, can
present unique challenges for writers and researchers. Understanding how to properly
format a Chicago style footnote example government document is crucial for academic
integrity and clear communication. This article will delve into the intricacies of citing
various types of government publications, from federal reports to local ordinances, ensuring
accuracy and adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style. We will explore the essential
components of a footnote for government documents, discuss common pitfalls to avoid,
and provide clear examples for different scenarios. Whether you are a student, scholar, or
professional working with public records, mastering these citation practices will enhance
the credibility and accessibility of your work.
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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for academic
writing, and its guidelines for citing government documents are designed to accommodate
the diverse nature of these publications. Unlike typical books or journal articles,
government documents often come from a vast array of agencies, departments, and
legislative bodies, each with its own publication conventions. Consequently, a robust
understanding of Chicago style's flexibility and specific requirements is paramount for
accurate citation. This section will lay the groundwork for how Chicago style approaches
these unique sources, emphasizing the need for clarity and precision.

The primary goal of any citation system, including Chicago style, is to allow readers to
easily locate and verify the sources used by the author. For government documents, this
means capturing enough identifying information so that someone else can find the exact
report, law, or hearing transcript you are referencing. The structure of a Chicago style
footnote aims to provide this information efficiently, often prioritizing the issuing body, the



title of the document, and its publication details. Mastering the Chicago style footnote
example government document requires attention to these details.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Footnote for
Government Documents

When constructing a Chicago style footnote for a government document, several core
elements are typically required. These components ensure that the citation is complete and
unambiguous, enabling readers to retrieve the specific information. The exact order and
format may vary slightly depending on the type of government document, but the
fundamental pieces of information remain consistent. Proper identification of the issuing
body is often the first and most critical step.

Issuing Body

The issuing body is the government agency, department, committee, or legislative branch
responsible for creating or publishing the document. This is often the most important piece
of identifying information, as it helps to distinguish documents from different governmental
entities. For federal documents, this might be a specific department like the Department of
Labor or a congressional committee. For state documents, it could be the State Legislature
or a particular state agency.

Title of the Document

The full and accurate title of the government document is essential. This includes subtitles
and any identifying numbers or series information that are part of the official title. Titles are
typically italicized in Chicago style notes when they refer to standalone publications like
reports or books, but not for shorter works like individual laws or hearings unless they have
a formal title in that format.

Publication Details

This includes the place of publication, the name of the publisher (often the Government
Publishing Office for federal documents, or a similar entity for state and local ones), and the
year of publication. For online documents, the retrieval date and a stable URL or document
identifier are crucial. Ensuring accuracy in these details is vital for reconstructibility.

Specific Location Information

For printed documents, citing the page number(s) you consulted is mandatory. For online
documents, you might reference a specific section, paragraph number, or a timestamp if
it's a transcript of a recording. This allows readers to pinpoint the exact information you are
referencing without having to read the entire document.



Citing Federal Government Publications

Federal government publications are a common source for researchers across many
disciplines. The U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) is the primary entity responsible
for the production and distribution of many federal documents, and their standardized
formats offer a good starting point for citation. Understanding how to cite reports, hearings,
and legislation from federal bodies is a key skill.

U.S. Congressional Hearings

Congressional hearings are vital records of legislative intent and public discourse. When
citing a hearing, include the title of the hearing, the specific committee that held it, the
Congress number and session, and the date it was held. The year of publication is also
important. For example, a footnote might look like this: "Hearings before the Subcommittee
on Health of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, House of Representatives, 116th
Cong., 2nd sess., July 15, 2020 (Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office, 2020), 45."

U.S. Congressional Reports

Reports issued by congressional committees provide detailed analysis and
recommendations. The citation should include the title of the report, the committee it
originated from, the Congress and session, and the publication date. For instance:
"Committee on Finance, United States Senate, Tax Reform Proposals, 109th Cong., 1st
sess., S. Rept. 109-123 (Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office, 2005), 18."

Federal Agency Reports

Reports from executive agencies, such as the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), follow a similar pattern. You'll need to
identify the agency, the report title, any report numbers, and the publication year. For
example: "U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air and Radiation, National
Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter, EPA-452/R-18-001 (Washington, DC:
EPA, 2018), 3." When citing online versions, include the URL and access date.

U.S. Legislation

Citing U.S. legislation requires precision, especially for Public Laws. The official citation
includes the public law number and the Congress in which it was enacted. For example, a
footnote referencing the Affordable Care Act would include its public law designation:
"Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Public Law 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010)." For
bills before they become law, cite the bill number and session.



Citing State and Local Government Documents

State and local government documents are as crucial to researchers as their federal
counterparts, covering a wide range of legal, administrative, and policy matters. The
principles of Chicago style remain the same, but the specific issuing bodies and publication
formats will differ. It is vital to be thorough in identifying the jurisdiction and the specific
governmental unit.

State Legislative Documents

This category includes state statutes, legislative journals, and reports from state legislative
committees. For statutes, reference the official codification. For example: "Cal. Civ. Code §
1714 (West 2020)." Legislative journals are cited by session, date, and page number.
Committee reports would include the committee name, report title, legislative session, and
publication details, similar to federal reports.

State Agency Publications

Similar to federal agencies, state agencies produce numerous reports, guidelines, and
public notices. The citation should clearly name the state, the specific agency, the
document title, and the publication date. For example: "California Department of Public
Health, Report on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention (Sacramento: California Department
of Public Health, 2019), 15." If the document is online, provide the URL and access date.

Local Ordinances and Resolutions

Citing local laws, such as city ordinances or county resolutions, requires identifying the
municipality or county. Ordinances are often cited by their municipal code designation. For
instance: "Chicago, Ill., Municipal Code § 2-12-010 (2021)." Resolutions would be cited by
their resolution number, the governing body, and the date adopted.

Citing International Government Documents

International government documents, produced by intergovernmental organizations or
national governments outside of the United States, require careful handling in Chicago
style. The key is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the document within
its original context. This often involves identifying the country or organization, the issuing
body, and the document title.

Documents from Intergovernmental Organizations

For documents from organizations like the United Nations (UN) or the World Health
Organization (WHO), you will typically cite the organization itself, the relevant department



or committee, the title of the document, and its publication details, including the year and
any document numbers. For example: "United Nations, Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, Report on Sustainable Development Goals (New York: United Nations, 2022), 5."
Online access details are crucial here as well.

Publications from Foreign National Governments

When citing documents from a foreign national government, begin with the country name,
followed by the relevant ministry or agency, the document title, and publication
information. For instance: "Great Britain, Parliament, House of Commons, Report on Brexit
Negotiations, Cm 9876 (London: The Stationery Office, 2020), 32." Ensure that any
translated titles are clearly indicated, or provide the original title if widely known.

Common Issues and Solutions in Citing
Government Documents

Several recurring issues can arise when citing government documents, often stemming
from their unique nature and varying publication practices. Addressing these challenges
proactively can save significant time and ensure the accuracy of your citations.
Understanding common pitfalls helps in applying the Chicago style footnote example
government document correctly.

Lack of a Traditional Publisher

Many government documents are published by the government itself, often through
specific printing offices rather than commercial publishers. In such cases, the name of the
government publishing office (e.g., U.S. Government Publishing Office) or the issuing
agency itself serves as the publisher. The key is consistency and clarity in identifying the
source responsible for dissemination.

Variations in Report Numbering and Series

Government documents frequently have complex numbering systems, report series, and
internal document identifiers. It is crucial to include these identifiers if they are part of the
official publication's identification, as they can be essential for precise retrieval. Consult the
document itself for the most accurate way it is identified.

Online vs. Print Versions

The increasing availability of government documents online necessitates clear guidelines
for citing digital sources. When an online version is available and stable, it is often
preferable to cite it. Include the URL and the date of access. If you consult a print version
and an online version exists, it is generally best to cite the version you actually used.



Treating Bills as Published Documents

A common mistake is treating a bill that has not yet become law as a fully published
document. Bills are usually cited by their bill number and session. Once enacted into law,
they are referred to by their Public Law number (for federal legislation) or similar
designations at the state level.

Ensuring Consistency

Above all, consistency in applying Chicago style guidelines to all your government
document citations is paramount. Even if a particular government document presents a
novel citation challenge, adhering to the underlying principles of providing clear
identification and locational information will result in effective citation.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Government
Document Footnotes

To ensure your Chicago style footnote examples for government documents are accurate
and effective, adopting a few key best practices can be immensely helpful. These practices
focus on thoroughness, clarity, and a systematic approach to citation. By integrating these
habits into your research process, you can produce more reliable and professional
academic work.

Always consult the official publication or a reliable government database for the most
accurate titling and identifying information.

When in doubt about whether to italicize a title, err on the side of clarity. Standalone
reports generally have italicized titles.

If a document is available in both print and online formats, cite the format you
consulted. If citing online, always include the URL and access date.

Be meticulous about capturing page numbers or specific locators to allow readers to
find your exact reference.

If a document is frequently updated or has multiple versions, specify which version
you are using, including the date of the version.

Familiarize yourself with common abbreviations for legislative bodies and government
agencies to maintain conciseness without sacrificing clarity.

When citing laws, use the official citation form provided in your jurisdiction's legal
citation guides or the most current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.



By diligently applying these best practices, researchers can confidently navigate the
complexities of citing government documents in Chicago style, thereby strengthening the
authority and credibility of their written work. This attention to detail is a hallmark of
rigorous academic scholarship.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element when citing a U.S.
federal government report in Chicago style?
A: The most crucial element is clearly identifying the issuing agency or department
responsible for the report. This ensures readers can distinguish it from reports from other
government bodies.

Q: How do I cite a government document that is only
available online?
A: When citing a government document that is only available online, you should provide the
issuing body, title, publication date, and a stable URL. Crucially, you must also include the
date you accessed the document.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a government document
in a Chicago style footnote?
A: Generally, the titles of standalone government publications, such as reports or books,
should be italicized in Chicago style footnotes. However, titles of shorter works, like
individual laws or hearings, might not be italicized unless they are formally presented as
such. Always refer to the specific guidance for the type of document.

Q: What is the difference between citing a bill and a
Public Law in Chicago style?
A: A bill is a proposed piece of legislation and is cited by its bill number and session (e.g.,
H.R. 123, 117th Cong., 1st sess.). A Public Law is a bill that has been enacted into law and
is cited by its Public Law number and year (e.g., Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,
Public Law 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010)).

Q: How do I handle government documents with
multiple authors or committees?
A: For government documents with multiple authors or committees, typically list the
primary issuing body or committee first. If there are named authors in addition to an
agency, follow the standard Chicago style guidelines for multiple authors, usually listing



them after the agency or before the title, as appropriate for the context.

Q: Is there a specific Chicago style footnote example
government document format for international
organizations?
A: Yes, when citing documents from international organizations like the UN or WHO, you
generally start with the organization's name, followed by the relevant department or
committee, the document title, and publication details. The key is to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the document within the organization's publishing
framework.

Q: What if I cannot find a clear publication date for a
government document?
A: If a clear publication date is not available, look for a date of issuance, adoption, or
enactment. If none of these are clearly indicated, use the best available date, such as the
date of a hearing or a legislative session. In Chicago style, you might use "n.d." (no date) as
a last resort, but it's always best to provide some date context if possible.
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