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Chicago Style Footnote Example Facebook Post: Mastering Academic Citation on Social Media

chicago style footnote example facebook post often raises questions for students and researchers navigating
the nuances of academic citation, especially when considering platforms like Facebook. While the primary
purpose of social media is informal communication, academic integrity remains paramount, even when sharing or
referencing content found on these dynamic platforms. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process of
applying Chicago style footnotes to Facebook posts, covering everything from understanding the core
principles to crafting precise citations. We will explore how to identify essential information for a footnote,
discuss common scenarios for citing Facebook content, and provide clear, actionable examples. By the end of
this article, you will be equipped to confidently cite Facebook posts using Chicago style, ensuring your
academic work meets the highest standards of accuracy and attribution.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely recognized citation style used in humanities and social
sciences. Its footnote system, often referred to as "notes and bibliography" style, is designed to provide
readers with detailed source information directly within the text, typically in a superscript number that
corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page or end of the document. This method allows for uninterrupted
reading flow while maintaining rigorous citation accuracy. Footnotes can include not only basic bibliographic
information but also additional commentary or explanation that may be too lengthy for the main text.

The purpose of a footnote is to give credit to the original source of information, whether it’s a direct quote,
a paraphrased idea, a statistic, or an image. By providing a precise citation, you allow your readers to locate
the original source themselves, verify your information, and explore the topic further. This is crucial for
academic honesty and avoiding plagiarism. CMOS offers flexibility in how much information is included in a
footnote, often depending on the nature of the source and the context of its use.

Key Elements for Citing a Facebook Post

When citing a Facebook post using Chicago style, several key pieces of information are essential to ensure your
citation is complete and accurate. These elements help readers identify the specific post you are referencing, even
on a platform as vast and ever-changing as Facebook. Missing any of these can make it difficult, if not
impossible, for your audience to find the original source.

Author or Creator of the Post

The first crucial element is the name of the individual or organization that created the post. For personal
profiles, this is typically the person's full name. For public pages or groups, it's the name of the page or



organization. It's important to be as specific as possible. If a person uses a pseudonym or a specific handle on
Facebook, you should use that, noting it clearly, but ideally, you would also include their real name if known
and relevant.

Exact Text of the Post (or Description)

If you are directly quoting from a Facebook post, you should include the exact wording. If the post is lengthy
or you are referencing a general idea or image, a brief but descriptive summary of the content is necessary. For
example, if you're citing an image, you might describe the image itself rather than quoting text. This part of the
citation helps the reader understand what aspect of the post you are drawing from.

Date of the Post

The precise date the post was published is vital. This includes the month, day, and year. Social media content is
dynamic, and posts are frequently updated or removed, so an accurate date helps to pinpoint the specific
version of the content you accessed. This is particularly important if the content of the post has changed
since you viewed it.

Platform and URL

Clearly state that the source is a Facebook post. The uniform resource locator (URL) is the most critical
component for online sources, as it provides a direct link to the post. Always ensure the URL is current and
leads directly to the content you are citing. Given the ephemeral nature of online content, including a "retrieved
on" date can also be beneficial in some contexts, though CMOS primarily focuses on the publication date for
the initial citation.

Context of the Post (if necessary)

In some instances, providing context about the post may be helpful. This could include information about the
group it was posted in, the privacy settings of the post (e.g., "shared with friends only"), or the type of
interaction (e.g., a comment on a public page). This extra detail can assist readers in understanding the
significance or accessibility of the cited material.

How to Create a Chicago Style Footnote for a Facebook Post

Crafting a Chicago style footnote for a Facebook post involves a specific structure that ensures clarity and
completeness. The fundamental principle is to provide enough information for your reader to locate the original
source. While Facebook posts are relatively informal, the citation itself must adhere to academic standards.

The standard format for a Chicago style footnote for an online source generally includes the author's name,
the title of the specific page or post (if applicable), the name of the website, the publication date, and the URL.
For a Facebook post, this translates into using the poster's name, a description of the post, the date, and the
direct link.

Here's a breakdown of the typical components you'll need:

Author's Full Name (or Page/Organization Name)

Title of the Post (or a descriptive phrase if no title exists)



Name of the Platform ("Facebook")

Publication Date (Month Day, Year)

URL of the Post

Examples of Chicago Style Footnote for Facebook Posts

To illustrate how to cite a Facebook post in Chicago style, let's consider a few common scenarios. These
examples demonstrate the application of the principles discussed, providing clear templates for your own
citations.

Example 1: Citing a Public Post by an Individual

Imagine you are citing a public post made by Jane Doe about a new book she published. The post includes a
photograph of the book cover and a brief announcement.

Footnote 1:

Jane Doe, "Excited to announce my new novel is out today!" Facebook post, January 15, 2024,
https://www.facebook.com/janedoe/posts/1234567890.

Example 2: Citing a Post from a Public Facebook Page

Suppose you are referencing a historical fact shared on a public Facebook page dedicated to local history.

Footnote 2:

"On this day in 1923, the historic Paramount Theatre opened its doors downtown," Chicago History Page,
Facebook post, February 10, 2024, https://www.facebook.com/chicagohistorypage/posts/0987654321.

Example 3: Citing a Comment on a Public Post

If you are citing a particularly insightful comment made by a user on a public post, you would treat the
comment as a distinct piece of content within the original post's context.

Footnote 3:

John Smith, comment on "New Park Proposal," Facebook post by City Council Member Davis, June 1, 2024,
https://www.facebook.com/councilmemberdavis/posts/newparkproposal/comments/1122334455.

Citing Different Types of Facebook Content

Facebook hosts a variety of content, and the method of citation might require slight adjustments depending on
what you are referencing. While the core principles remain the same—identifying the author, content, date, and
location—you need to adapt to the specific format of the content.



Citing a Video on Facebook

If you are citing a video shared on Facebook, you would follow a similar structure, specifying that it is a
video. The title would refer to the video's caption or title if one is provided.

Author's Name, "Title of Video or Caption," Facebook video, Month Day, Year, URL.

Citing an Image or Photo Album

For an image or a series of images within an album, describe the image or the album's theme as the "title" and
mention it's an image or photo album.

Author's Name, "Description of Image" or "Title of Photo Album," Facebook post (image/photo album),
Month Day, Year, URL.

Citing a Live Video

Live videos present a unique challenge as they are often unedited and may have specific timestamps. CMOS
recommends noting the date and time the live broadcast occurred or was accessed.

Author's Name, "Title of Live Broadcast," Facebook Live video, Month Day, Year, Time (if known), URL.

Challenges and Best Practices for Citing Facebook

Citing content from Facebook, or any social media platform, presents unique challenges due to its dynamic and
often informal nature. Understanding these challenges and adopting best practices can help ensure accuracy
and academic rigor in your work.

Ephemeral Nature of Content

Facebook posts can be deleted, edited, or made private at any moment. This ephemerality makes it difficult for
readers to access the exact content you cited. The best practice is to always try to capture a stable version
if possible, or to note the date you accessed the content. However, CMOS emphasizes the publication date as
primary.

Privacy Settings

Citing content that is only visible to a limited audience (e.g., friends only) can be problematic. If your audience
cannot access the source, the citation loses its primary purpose. In academic writing, it's generally advisable
to use publicly accessible sources whenever possible. If you must cite private content, you should inform your
instructor or editor about the privacy restrictions.



Informal Language and Structure

Facebook posts often contain abbreviations, slang, and incomplete sentences. When quoting directly, you
should reproduce these exactly. However, if you need to add clarification, you can use bracketed insertions,
but this is generally discouraged unless absolutely necessary for understanding.

URL Stability

Facebook URLs can sometimes be complex and may change. Always double-check that the URL you are using is
direct and functional. Archiving tools or saving a stable screenshot can be a fallback, though not ideal for
direct citation.

When to Use a Chicago Style Footnote for a Facebook Post

The decision to cite a Facebook post in academic work should be carefully considered. Not every piece of
information found on Facebook warrants a formal citation. The key is to assess the nature and authority of
the content, as well as its relevance to your research.

You should consider citing a Facebook post when:

The post contains direct quotes, unique data, or original arguments that are central to your thesis or
analysis.

The post comes from a recognized expert, organization, or institution, lending it a degree of credibility.

The post represents a primary source for your research, such as a public statement from a political
figure or an announcement from a company.

The post is being used to illustrate a point about online discourse, social media trends, or public opinion.

Conversely, you would generally avoid citing casual personal posts, general news shared without original
commentary, or content from unreliable sources. Always prioritize peer-reviewed journals, academic books, and
reputable news outlets for your core research. Facebook posts should typically supplement or provide
specific context rather than form the bedrock of your scholarly argument.

Evaluating the Credibility of Facebook Sources

When encountering information on Facebook, it is crucial to critically evaluate its credibility. Not all
information shared on social media is accurate or reliable. Consider the source: Is it a verified account? Does
the individual or organization have a history of spreading misinformation? Cross-reference information with
more established sources before relying on it.

Best Practices for Choosing Facebook Content to Cite

When selecting Facebook content for citation, aim for posts that are public, clear, and demonstrably relevant
to your academic pursuit. Prioritize content from authoritative figures or organizations in their respective
fields. If the content is a personal anecdote, ensure it serves a specific illustrative purpose within your
argument rather than presenting it as objective fact. Always strive to find the most direct and stable link
available.



---

Q: How do I cite a Facebook post if the author's full name isn't clear?
A: If the author's full name is not readily available, use the most complete identifier you can find, such as their
username or the name of the page or group. In your footnote, you might indicate "username" or "Facebook Page"
before the identifier if it is not obvious.

Q: What if a Facebook post has been edited since I first saw it?
A: Chicago style recommends citing the content as it appears at the time of your citation. However, it is good
practice to note if you accessed a version that you believe has been significantly altered. For academic
purposes, if the changes are substantial, it might be wise to seek an alternative source or contact your
instructor.

Q: Can I cite a private Facebook group post in my academic paper?
A: While technically possible, citing private content is generally discouraged in academic writing because your
readers will not be able to access the source to verify it. If it's absolutely essential, you must get permission
from the group administrator and inform your instructor about the privacy restrictions.

Q: How do I cite a Facebook Live video?
A: For a Facebook Live video, include the name of the poster, the title or description of the live event, specify it
as a "Facebook Live video," the date it was broadcast, and the URL. If you accessed a recording of the live
video, use the date you accessed the recording.

Q: Should I include the "retrieved on" date for Facebook posts?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style primarily focuses on the publication date for online sources. While including a
"retrieved on" date can be helpful for ephemeral online content, it is not strictly required by CMOS for the
initial citation. However, it can be a useful addition for your own records.

Q: What if I'm citing a comment on a Facebook post?
A: When citing a comment, you'll attribute it to the commenter. You should also clearly indicate that it is a
comment, and specify the original post it appeared on, along with the date and URL of the original post and
ideally a direct link to the comment itself if possible.

Q: Is there a difference between citing a personal profile post and a page
post?
A: Yes, while the format is similar, the attribution differs. For a personal profile, you use the individual's name.
For a page, you use the name of the page or organization. Ensure you distinguish between personal profiles,
public pages, and private groups.

Q: What is the most critical piece of information when citing a Facebook



post?
A: The most critical piece of information is the direct URL to the specific Facebook post you are referencing.
This allows your readers the best chance to locate the exact content you are citing.
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