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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes for DVDs

chicago style footnote example dvd are crucial for academic and professional writing when
referencing audiovisual materials. Properly citing a DVD in Chicago style ensures that your readers
can locate the source material and that you are giving due credit to the creators. This article will
provide a comprehensive guide to constructing Chicago style footnotes for DVDs, covering the
essential components and offering clear examples. We will explore the nuances of citing different
types of DVD content, from feature films to documentaries, and discuss the importance of accuracy
in bibliographic details. Understanding these elements will empower you to cite your DVD sources
with confidence and precision, adhering to the established standards of academic integrity.
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The Importance of Accurate DVD Citation in Chicago
Style

In the realm of academic and research writing, precise attribution of sources is paramount. When
incorporating information or analysis derived from a DVD, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) ensures clarity, credibility, and avoids plagiarism. A well-formatted footnote not only directs
readers to the specific DVD you consulted but also demonstrates your diligence in scholarly practice.
This meticulousness is particularly vital for audiovisual sources, which can sometimes be more
complex to categorize than traditional print materials. The Chicago style, with its flexible note and
bibliography system, offers a robust framework for handling these diverse media.



The Chicago style recognizes the growing significance of multimedia in research and provides
guidelines to accommodate them. By correctly citing a DVD, you are not merely fulfilling a stylistic
requirement; you are actively participating in the scholarly conversation, allowing others to verify
your findings and build upon your work. This practice upholds the integrity of academic discourse
and respects the intellectual property of the creators. Furthermore, a consistent application of
Chicago style principles for DVD citations contributes to the overall professionalism and readability
of your written work.

Core Components of a Chicago Style DVD Footnote

Constructing a Chicago style footnote for a DVD involves several key pieces of information, ensuring
that the citation is both comprehensive and discoverable. While the specific order and punctuation
might vary slightly depending on whether it's a first note or a subsequent one, the fundamental
elements remain consistent. These components work together to paint a complete picture of the
source material, allowing for easy identification and verification by your readers.

The essential elements typically include:

The name(s) of the director(s) or primary creator(s).

The title of the DVD, italicized.

The name of the production company or distributor.

The year of release or publication of the DVD.

Any relevant disc numbers or series information, if applicable.

The format, which in this case is "DVD."

A specific timestamp or scene reference, if you are citing a particular moment within the film
or program.

Understanding each of these components and their proper placement is crucial for generating
accurate and effective Chicago style DVD footnotes.

Citing a Feature Film on DVD

When citing a feature film available on DVD, the focus is on providing the most critical information
that identifies the work. The director's name is usually prioritized, followed by the film's title. It is
essential to italicize the film title to distinguish it as a creative work. The production company or
distributor is also vital for identifying the specific release of the film you viewed, as different
distributors might release the same film with varying supplementary materials or aspect ratios.



Here is a common format for a first note citation of a feature film on DVD:

Footnote 1: Directed by Steven Spielberg, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (Universal Studios Home
Entertainment, 1982), DVD.

If you are referencing a specific scene or dialogue, you would include the timestamp:

Footnote 2: Spielberg, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, scene 3, 00:15:30, DVD.

For subsequent notes, you can use a shortened form, typically the director's last name and the
italicized title:

Footnote 3: Spielberg, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial.

Citing a Documentary or Educational DVD

Documentaries and educational DVDs, while following similar principles, may have a slightly
different emphasis. Often, the director is still the primary figure, but if the film is part of a series or
produced by a specific educational institution, that information might become more prominent. The
title of the documentary should be italicized, just like a feature film. The producer or the name of the
organization responsible for the DVD release is also important for accurate identification.

An example of a first note citation for a documentary DVD:

Footnote 1: Directed by Errol Morris, The Thin Blue Line (Criterion Collection, 1988), DVD.

For educational materials, the creator might be an institution or a team. In such cases, you would
list the most prominent credited entity. For instance, if you are citing a historical documentary
series:

Footnote 2: Produced by Ken Burns, The Civil War (PBS Home Video, 1990), Disc 2, DVD.

Remember to include the year of the DVD release, which may differ from the original broadcast or
theatrical release date. This detail is crucial for distinguishing between different versions or re-
releases.

Citing a DVD with Multiple Directors or Contributors

Occasionally, a DVD might have multiple directors or a significant number of credited contributors.
In Chicago style, you generally list the first named director or primary creative force, followed by "et
al." if there are many others. However, for a more comprehensive citation, especially in an academic
context where precision is key, it is often advisable to list all principal directors or the most
significant contributors, provided their names are readily available and relevant to your research.

Consider a documentary with multiple interview subjects who are also considered key contributors:

Footnote 1: Directed by Alex Gibney, Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room (Magnolia Home
Entertainment, 2005), DVD.

If the DVD itself highlights multiple key figures beyond just the director, you might note that:

Footnote 2: Starring Meryl Streep and Stanley Tucci, directed by Nora Ephron, Julie & Julia (Sony



Pictures Home Entertainment, 2009), DVD.

The key is to identify the most prominent individuals or entities responsible for the creation of the
content, ensuring that your citation is as specific as possible without becoming unwieldy. When in
doubt, consult the DVD packaging or official release information for the most accurate crediting.

Distinguishing Between Notes and Bibliography Entries

It is essential to understand the difference between a footnote (or endnote) and a bibliography entry
in Chicago style, as their formats, while related, are distinct. Footnotes and endnotes are used
within the text to provide immediate citation and can include explanatory comments. Bibliography
entries, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of a work in alphabetical order and offer a more
detailed bibliographic record of all sources consulted.

For a DVD, a footnote is typically more concise, prioritizing clarity for the reader at the point of
citation. A bibliography entry is more formal and often includes more publication details, such as
publisher information and the year of release. The primary goal of the footnote is to point the reader
to the source, while the bibliography entry allows for a comprehensive overview of all cited
materials.

Here's a typical comparison:

Footnote Example: Spielberg, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, DVD.

Bibliography Example: Spielberg, Steven, director. E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. Universal
Studios Home Entertainment, 1982. DVD.

Notice how the footnote begins with the director's last name, while the bibliography entry lists the
director's full name first. The punctuation and inclusion of additional details also differ, reflecting
their distinct purposes within academic writing.

Common Challenges and Solutions for DVD Citations

Citing DVDs can sometimes present unique challenges. One common issue is determining the
correct year to cite. Is it the year of the original film release, the year of the DVD production, or the
year of its distribution? Chicago style generally favors the year of the specific edition you are
referencing, meaning the DVD's release or publication year is most appropriate. This helps users
locate the exact version you consulted.

Another challenge can be identifying the primary creator. For some compilations or educational
series, there might not be a single, clear director. In such cases, you should identify the most
prominent credited entity—perhaps the producer, the narrator, or the sponsoring institution—and
list that as the main authorial element. If a DVD includes multiple distinct parts or segments, and
you are referencing a specific one, it may be necessary to cite that segment individually, providing



its title if available, in addition to the overall DVD information.

For DVDs that are part of a larger series or box set, include details that help pinpoint the specific
disc. This could involve noting the disc number, the series title, or any other identifying markers
present on the packaging. Always refer to the DVD case or official product description for the most
accurate information regarding titles, creators, and release dates to ensure the precision of your
citation.

---

FAQ

Q: What is the most important information to include in a
Chicago style footnote for a DVD?
A: The most important information includes the director's name, the italicized title of the film or
program, the production company or distributor, and the year of the DVD release. Specifying the
format as "DVD" is also crucial.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or timestamp from a DVD in
Chicago style?
A: After providing the basic citation information for the DVD, you can add a comma and then specify
the scene number or the timestamp (e.g., 00:25:10) to indicate the precise moment you are
referencing.

Q: Should I italicize the title of the DVD in my footnote?
A: Yes, the title of the DVD, whether it's a feature film, documentary, or series, should always be
italicized in Chicago style footnotes and bibliography entries.

Q: What if a DVD has multiple directors? How do I list them?
A: Generally, you list the first named director. If there are several principal directors and their
contributions are equally significant to your citation, Chicago style allows for listing them all or
using "et al." after the first name, depending on the context and desired level of detail.

Q: How does a DVD footnote differ from a bibliography entry
in Chicago style?
A: A footnote is typically more concise, often starting with the author's last name, and is placed
within the text. A bibliography entry is more formal, usually begins with the full name of the director
or creator, and appears at the end of the work in an alphabetized list.



Q: What year should I use for a DVD citation?
A: You should use the year the specific DVD edition was released or published. This is important
because DVD release dates can differ from the original film or program release dates.

Q: Do I need to mention the format (e.g., DVD) in the
footnote?
A: Yes, it is good practice to include the format (e.g., DVD) in the footnote to clearly indicate the
medium of the source material, especially in Chicago style.

Q: What if I'm citing a documentary that doesn't have a
credited director but an editor or producer?
A: In such cases, cite the most prominent credited individual or entity responsible for the work, such
as the producer, editor, or the name of the organization that produced it. Ensure the title remains
italicized.
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