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chicago style footnote example dissertation guidelines can seem daunting, but mastering them is

crucial for academic integrity and clarity. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process of

correctly formatting footnotes for your dissertation using the Chicago Manual of Style. We will delve

into the essential components of a footnote, differentiate between notes and bibliography entries, and

provide detailed examples for various source types, including books, journal articles, and websites.

Understanding these nuances ensures your research is properly credited and easily verifiable,

enhancing the credibility of your scholarly work. Navigating these citation requirements effectively is a

hallmark of a well-prepared dissertation.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes for Dissertations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation system in academia, particularly

favored in the humanities and some social sciences. For dissertations, adhering strictly to its footnote

format is paramount. This system allows for in-text citations without disrupting the flow of prose by

placing detailed source information at the bottom of the page. Each footnote corresponds to a

superscript number within the text, guiding readers to the precise location of the source information.

The primary purpose of footnotes in a dissertation is to provide attribution for all borrowed material,

including direct quotations, paraphrased ideas, statistics, and any information that is not common

knowledge. This practice prevents plagiarism and allows readers to explore your sources further. A

thorough understanding of the Chicago style footnote example dissertation requirements will not only

enhance the professional presentation of your work but also demonstrate your commitment to scholarly

conventions.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Footnote

A well-constructed Chicago style footnote comprises several key elements, though their order and

inclusion can vary slightly depending on the source type. The fundamental goal is to provide enough

information for a reader to locate the original source without ambiguity. Regardless of the material

being cited, certain pieces of information are almost always present.

The core components typically include:

Author's full name (first name followed by last name)

Title of the work (italicized for standalone works like books or articles within larger collections)



Publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year for books; journal title, volume,

issue number, and year for articles)

Page number(s) where the information can be found

The precise formatting, including punctuation and the use of commas and periods, is critical and

follows specific rules outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style.

Footnotes vs. Bibliography Entries in Chicago Style

It is vital to distinguish between footnotes and bibliography entries in Chicago style. While both serve

to cite sources, they differ in their presentation and purpose. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the

page where the citation is referenced in the text, and they are typically more detailed on the first

citation of a particular source. Subsequent citations of the same source are often shortened.

Bibliography entries, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the entire dissertation in a separate

section. The bibliography provides a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited,

alphabetized by the author's last name. The format of bibliography entries is similar to footnotes but

generally omits page numbers for the entire work (unless it's an article or chapter), and the author's

last name comes before their first name. Understanding this distinction is key to correctly formatting

your dissertation.

Common Source Types and Their Footnote Examples

The Chicago style footnote example dissertation will naturally involve citing a variety of academic

resources. The specific format for each source type is detailed in the Chicago Manual of Style, but

common examples illustrate the general principles. Mastering these will cover the majority of your



citation needs.

Books

Citing a book is a fundamental aspect of academic writing. The first full note for a book typically

includes the author's full name, the title in italics, publication details, and the specific page number.

Subsequent notes can be shortened.

First Footnote Citation for a Book:

1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for the Same Book:

2. Smith, History of Ideas, 112.

If the book has multiple authors:

3. Jane Doe and Robert Johnson, Literary Analysis Techniques (New York: Oxford University Press,

2018), 78.

If the book has three or more authors:

4. Alice Brown, et al., Advanced Research Methods (London: Penguin Books, 2019), 150.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source for dissertations, and their citation requires specific information

about the journal itself. The format includes the author's name, article title, journal title, volume, issue,

year, and page numbers.



First Footnote Citation for a Journal Article:

5. Emily Davis, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies

25, no. 3 (2021): 345.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for the Same Article:

6. Davis, "Social Media," 350.

Article with a DOI (Digital Object Identifier):

7. Michael Green, "Sustainable Urban Development," Environmental Policy Review 10, no. 1 (2019):

67, doi:10.1080/12345678.2019.987654.

Websites

Citing online sources requires careful attention to the available information. The format generally

includes the author or organization, the title of the specific page or document, the website name, and

the URL, along with the access date.

Footnote Citation for a Website:

8. National Archives, "Documents from the Founding Era," National Archives, accessed October 26,

2023, https://www.archives.gov/founding-documents.

If the author is an organization and the website name is the same as the organization:

9. World Health Organization, "Global Health Statistics 2022," World Health Organization,

https://www.who.int/data/gho/global-health-statistics.



Other Common Sources

Dissertations often draw from a variety of other sources, each with its specific citation requirements.

This includes chapters in edited books, reports, and even unpublished manuscripts.

Chapter in an Edited Book:

10. Sarah Lee, "The Evolution of Feminist Theory," in Contemporary Social Issues, ed. David White

(New York: Academic Press, 2017), 210–35.

Report:

11. United Nations, Report on Global Poverty Trends (New York: UN Publications, 2022), 15.

Unpublished Dissertation:

12. Robert King, "The Influence of Technology on Education" (PhD diss., Stanford University, 2018),

98.

Formatting Specifics for Dissertations

When preparing your dissertation, consistent formatting is key. Chicago style offers detailed guidance

on how footnotes should appear. They are typically numbered consecutively throughout the entire

document, starting with 1. The superscript number in the text should be placed after the punctuation of

the sentence or clause it refers to. The footnote itself begins with the number (not in superscript)

followed by a period, and then the citation information.

Spacing and indentation are also important. The first line of each footnote is usually indented, and

subsequent lines are flush with the margin. While universities may have their own specific formatting

requirements in addition to Chicago style, understanding the core principles of CMOS is the first step.



Always consult your department's specific guidelines.

Citing Previously Cited Sources

To avoid redundancy and keep footnotes concise, Chicago style employs shortened forms for

subsequent citations of the same source. Once a source has been fully cited in a previous footnote,

subsequent references to it are abbreviated. This includes the author's last name, a shortened version

of the title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page number.

The abbreviation "ibid." (from the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be used when a

footnote immediately follows another footnote referencing the exact same source and page number.

However, its use is often discouraged in favor of shortened notes for clarity and to avoid potential

confusion, especially in complex dissertations.

Example of "Ibid.":

13. Smith, History of Ideas, 45.

14. Ibid., 46.

Example of Shortened Notes:

15. Smith, History of Ideas, 45.

16. Davis, "Social Media," 345.

17. Smith, History of Ideas, 112.

18. Davis, "Social Media," 350.



When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citation: notes and bibliography, or author-date. Within the

notes and bibliography system, you can choose between footnotes (at the bottom of the page) and

endnotes (at the end of the chapter or document). For dissertations, footnotes are generally preferred

as they allow readers to quickly access source information without having to flip to the end of a

chapter or the document. This integration of citation directly with the text enhances readability and the

research experience.

However, some departments or institutions may specify the use of endnotes. The key is consistency

within your chosen system. Regardless of whether you use footnotes or endnotes, the formatting

principles for the notes themselves remain largely the same.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style footnote

and a bibliography entry in a dissertation?

A: A footnote provides specific source information for a citation directly at the bottom of the page

where it appears in the text, often in a shortened form for subsequent citations. A bibliography entry,

on the other hand, is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the dissertation, located

at the end of the document, and typically includes more complete publication details without specific

page numbers for the entire work.

Q: How do I cite a source that I have already cited fully in a previous

footnote within my dissertation using Chicago style?

A: For subsequent citations of the same source, you should use a shortened note format. This typically



includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if needed for clarity), and the specific

page number(s). For example: Smith, History of Ideas, 112.

Q: Is it acceptable to use "ibid." in my dissertation's Chicago style

footnotes?

A: While Chicago style permits the use of "ibid." (from the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same place")

when referring to the immediately preceding source and page, its use is often discouraged in

dissertations. Shortened notes are generally preferred for clarity and to avoid potential confusion,

especially in lengthy academic works.

Q: What are the essential components of a Chicago style footnote for

a book in a dissertation?

A: A full footnote for a book generally includes the author's first and last name, the full title of the book

in italics, the city of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number

being cited. For example: John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,

2020), 45.

Q: How should I format the superscript numbers for my Chicago style

footnotes in a dissertation?

A: Superscript numbers should appear in the text immediately after the punctuation of the sentence or

clause they correspond to. The actual footnote at the bottom of the page begins with a regular (non-

superscript) number followed by a period, then the citation.



Q: What is the recommended approach for citing websites in a

Chicago style dissertation footnote?

A: For websites, include the author or organization, the specific title of the page or document, the

name of the website, and the URL. It is also good practice to include the date you accessed the

material. For example: National Archives, "Documents from the Founding Era," National Archives,

accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.archives.gov/founding-documents.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style offer different citation styles for

dissertations?

A: Yes, Chicago style primarily offers two systems: the notes-and-bibliography system (which uses

footnotes or endnotes) and the author-date system. For dissertations, the notes-and-bibliography

system is more commonly used, especially in the humanities, but it is crucial to confirm your

department's or university's specific requirements.

Q: How do I cite an edited book chapter in a Chicago style

dissertation footnote?

A: When citing a chapter in an edited book, you provide the chapter author's name, the chapter title,

followed by "in," the editor(s) name(s), the book title in italics, publication details, and the page range

of the chapter. For instance: Sarah Lee, "The Evolution of Feminist Theory," in Contemporary Social

Issues, ed. David White (New York: Academic Press, 2017), 210–35.
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