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chicago style footnote example dissertation formatting is a critical skill for any graduate
student undertaking a dissertation. Proper adherence to this widely respected citation style ensures
academic integrity, allows readers to easily verify your sources, and demonstrates your mastery of
scholarly communication. This comprehensive guide will demystify the intricacies of Chicago style
footnotes within the context of dissertation formatting, covering everything from basic principles to
nuanced application. We will explore the fundamental components of a footnote, differentiate
between the two Chicago citation systems, provide practical examples for various source types, and
offer essential formatting tips crucial for dissertation submission. Understanding these elements is
paramount for creating a polished and credible academic document.
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Understanding the Chicago Style for Dissertations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted and authoritative guide for academic writing,
particularly in the humanities and some social sciences. For dissertations, employing Chicago style
signifies a commitment to clear, consistent, and verifiable scholarly practice. Universities often have
specific guidelines that may build upon or slightly adapt the general CMOS rules, making it essential
to consult your department's requirements.

The core principles of Chicago style revolve around presenting information accurately and enabling
readers to locate the original sources. This is achieved through a dual system of citations: notes and
bibliography. While other styles might favor in-text parenthetical citations, Chicago’s preferred
method for dissertations often involves detailed footnotes or endnotes.



The Purpose and Structure of Footnotes in Academic
Writing

Footnotes serve multiple vital functions within a dissertation. Primarily, they provide the specific
bibliographic information for every source you cite. This allows readers to easily track down your
sources for further research or to verify the accuracy of your claims. Beyond simple citation, footnotes
can also be used to offer supplementary information that might interrupt the flow of the main text,
such as tangential discussions, definitions, or acknowledgments.

Structurally, a footnote is a numbered reference that appears at the bottom of the page where the
citation is made. Each footnote corresponds to a superscript number placed in the text immediately
following the material being cited. The first time a source is cited, the footnote will contain full
bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be abbreviated for brevity, a
practice known as "short-form" citation.

Chicago Style: Notes and Bibliography System
Explained

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. For most dissertations, especially in the humanities, the Notes and
Bibliography system is the standard. This system relies on numbered footnotes (or endnotes) to cite
sources within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the document that lists all
sources consulted and cited.

The advantage of the Notes and Bibliography system for dissertations is its flexibility. It allows for
extensive use of explanatory notes without cluttering the main body of your work. The bibliography
then provides a consolidated overview of all the literature that has informed your research. This
duality is a hallmark of rigorous scholarly presentation.

Elements of a Chicago Style Footnote

Each footnote, particularly the first citation of a source, needs to contain specific pieces of
information. While the exact order and punctuation can vary slightly depending on the source type,
the fundamental components remain consistent. Understanding these elements is the first step to
correctly formatting any Chicago style footnote example dissertation.

Essential Components of a Footnote

Author(s): The name(s) of the author(s) or editor(s). For the first mention, names are typically



listed in normal order (First Name Last Name).

Title: The title of the work, italicized for books and articles, and in quotation marks for chapters
or essays within larger works.

Publication Information: This includes the place of publication, publisher, and year of
publication for books. For articles, it includes the journal title, volume, issue number, and date.

Page Number(s): The specific page(s) where the cited information can be found. This is crucial
for direct quotes or specific claims.

DOI or URL: For online sources, a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or a stable URL is often
included.

The First vs. Subsequent Footnote Citation

The distinction between the first and subsequent citations of a source in Chicago style is critical for
efficient footnote formatting. The initial footnote entry for a source must be complete and detailed.
This allows readers to fully identify the source without needing to consult the bibliography
immediately.

Subsequent citations of the same source are significantly shortened. This "short form" typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish from other
works by the same author), and the page number. This streamlined approach keeps footnotes concise
and manageable, especially when a source is referenced multiple times throughout your dissertation.

Common Source Types and Their Footnote Formatting

Dissertations draw from a wide array of sources, and Chicago style provides specific formatting
guidelines for each. Mastering these variations is key to producing a professional document. Below
are examples for some of the most common source types encountered in dissertation research.

Books: Single and Multiple Authors

Formatting for books is fundamental to Chicago style. The full citation for a book in a footnote will
generally follow this pattern: Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Example:

1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.



For multiple authors, the first author's name is listed as usual, and subsequent authors are listed in
normal order. If there are many authors (typically more than three), you can list the first author
followed by et al. in the footnote.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are another common source in academic dissertations. The formatting requires the
author’s name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume and issue
numbers, publication date, and the specific page number.

Example:

2. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Political Thought," Journal of Modern History 85, no. 2 (Spring
2021): 187.

When citing an online journal article, include the DOI if available, or the URL. Ensure the URL is stable
and the date of access is also noted if required by your institution.

Book Chapters or Essays in Edited Volumes

Citing a chapter or essay within a larger edited volume requires specifying the chapter author, the
chapter title in quotation marks, the title of the edited volume (usually italicized), the editor(s),
publication information, and the page range of the chapter, followed by the specific page cited.

Example:

3. Robert Johnson, "Early American Democracy," in Foundations of American Governance, ed.
Sarah Lee (New York: Academic Publishers, 2018), 112-130, 115.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires careful attention to detail. Include the author (if known), title of the
specific page or article, name of the website, publication date or last updated date, and the URL.
Including an access date is also good practice.

Example:

4. "Understanding Citation Styles," Academic Writing Center, last modified November 15, 2022,



https://www.academicwritingcenter.org/citation-styles.

Subsequent Citations (Short Form)

Once a source has been fully cited, subsequent references use a shortened format. This significantly
reduces redundancy and improves the readability of your footnotes. The short form typically includes
the author's last name, a concise title if needed, and the page number.

Example:

5. Smith, History of Ideas, 78.

6. Doe, "Political Thought," 190.

If you cite the same source consecutively, you can use "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") followed
by the new page number. However, use "Ibid." sparingly, and only when there is absolutely no
ambiguity about which source is being referenced.

Formatting Footnotes in Your Dissertation

Beyond the content of the citation itself, the visual presentation of footnotes in a dissertation is
crucial. Adhering to specific formatting guidelines ensures a professional appearance and ease of
reading for your committee. Universities often have detailed formatting manuals that you must
consult.

Placement and Numbering

Footnotes are typically placed at the bottom of the page where the superscript reference appears in
the text. The footnote number in the text should be slightly above the line of text, and the
corresponding footnote number at the beginning of the footnote entry should be the same. Footnotes
should be numbered consecutively throughout the entire dissertation, restarting on each new page
only if specified by your institution.

Font and Spacing

The font used for footnotes generally matches the font used in the main body of the dissertation,
although it is often set at a slightly smaller point size (e.g., 10-point font if the main text is 12-point).
Single-spacing is common within individual footnotes, with a double space between separate footnote



entries. However, some institutions may require single-spacing between entries as well, with a slightly
larger space before the next footnote number.

Indentation and Alignment

The first line of each footnote entry is usually indented, similar to the first line of a paragraph in the
main text. Subsequent lines of the same footnote are typically set flush with the left margin. This
visual cue helps distinguish individual footnote entries clearly.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Footnotes

Even with careful attention, several common errors can creep into Chicago style footnotes. Being
aware of these potential pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure a higher quality of academic
presentation.

Inconsistent Formatting: Failing to apply the same formatting rules consistently across all
footnotes, especially for different source types.

Incorrect Short Form: Over-reliance on full citations for subsequent references or using a
short form that is too abbreviated to be clear.

Missing Page Numbers: Omitting specific page numbers when citing direct quotes or
particular ideas, making verification difficult.

Errors in Punctuation and Capitalization: Minor punctuation or capitalization mistakes,
while seemingly small, can detract from the professional appearance and accuracy.

Failure to Consult Departmental Guidelines: Assuming the general CMOS rules are
sufficient without checking specific institutional requirements, which can lead to rejection of
your formatting.

Incorrect Use of "Ibid.": Misapplying "Ibid." to consecutive citations from different pages or to
non-consecutive citations, leading to confusion.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The most effective way to avoid errors is through diligent proofreading and cross-referencing. Before
submitting your dissertation, meticulously review every footnote against your source materials and
compare them to the Chicago Manual of Style and your university’s specific guidelines. Using citation
management software can help, but manual checks are indispensable.



Proofreading for Subtle Errors

Pay close attention to details like italicization, quotation marks, comma placement, and the correct
order of bibliographic elements. A fresh pair of eyes, perhaps a peer or a professional editor, can
often catch errors that you might overlook after spending countless hours on your dissertation.
Precision in your Chicago style footnote example dissertation formatting speaks volumes about your
scholarly rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in Chicago
style for dissertations?
A: The Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within
the text and a bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year, Page) and a reference list at the end. Dissertations, especially in the humanities,
predominantly use the Notes and Bibliography system.

Q: How do I format a footnote for a website article with no
author listed?
A: If no author is listed for a website article, begin the footnote with the title of the article in quotation
marks. Follow this with the name of the website in italics, the publication date or last updated date,
and the URL. Include the date of access if the content is likely to change.

Q: What does "Ibid." mean in Chicago style footnotes, and
when should I use it?
A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation for the Latin word "ibidem," meaning "in the same place." It is used in
footnotes to refer to the immediately preceding source cited. It should only be used when the
subsequent footnote refers to the exact same source as the one directly before it. If the page number
changes, you would include "Ibid., page number."

Q: How do I handle multiple editions of the same book in my
dissertation's footnotes?
A: When citing a book that has multiple editions, you should always cite the specific edition you used.
In the footnote, after the title, you would include the edition number if it's not the first edition (e.g.,
2nd ed., rev. ed.). For example: John Smith, The History of Ideas, 2nd ed. (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2021), 55.



Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes in my dissertation
when using Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of endnotes, which are collected at the end of the
document, typically after the bibliography. Many universities allow this option, as it can sometimes
simplify page layout. The formatting for endnotes is identical to footnotes, with the only difference
being their placement. Always check your institution's specific requirements.

Q: How should I format a footnote for a newspaper article?
A: For a newspaper article, a footnote typically includes the author's name (if available), the article
title in quotation marks, the name of the newspaper in italics, the date of publication, and the page
number. For example: Robert Davis, "Local Economy Shows Signs of Recovery," The Daily Tribune,
October 26, 2023, A1.

Q: Is there a difference in footnote formatting for a
dissertation compared to a journal article?
A: While the core principles of Chicago style remain the same, dissertation formatting often involves
stricter adherence to university-specific guidelines regarding font, spacing, margins, and the overall
structure of the document. Dissertations may also require more comprehensive bibliographies.
Always prioritize your institution's formatting manual over general CMOS advice.

Q: How do I abbreviate commonly known or repeated
elements in Chicago style footnotes?
A: Chicago style allows for abbreviations of certain terms and publishers, such as "University Press"
becoming "UP" and common Latin abbreviations like "et al." (and others), "i.e." (that is), and "e.g."
(for example). However, be cautious with abbreviations and ensure they are standard and clearly
understood. Consistency is key.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source that is part of a
series in Chicago style footnotes?
A: When citing a source that is part of a series, you would include the series title and number, if
applicable, within the publication information. For example: Jane Doe, Volume III of the Collected
Works (Series Title, no. 5) (New York: Publisher, 2022), 123. The exact placement can vary, so consult
CMOS for the most precise format.
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