chicago style footnote example citation guide

Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote Example Citation Guide

chicago style footnote example citation guide is essential for academic writers, researchers, and
anyone needing to accurately attribute sources in their work. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the process of creating and formatting footnotes and endnotes according to the widely
respected Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). Mastering this citation style ensures academic integrity,
allows readers to easily locate your sources, and enhances the credibility of your writing. We will
delve into the fundamental components of Chicago style citations, providing clear examples for
various source types, including books, articles, websites, and more. Furthermore, this article will
explain the nuances between notes and bibliography entries, a common point of confusion for many
users of the Chicago style.
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The Importance of Chicago Style Footnotes

Accurate citation is the bedrock of academic and scholarly communication. The Chicago Manual of
Style, particularly its notes-and-bibliography system, offers a robust framework for acknowledging
the work of others. Utilizing Chicago style footnotes demonstrates respect for intellectual property
and allows your audience to trace the origins of your ideas and evidence. This system is favored in
many humanities disciplines, such as history, literature, and the arts, where detailed engagement
with primary and secondary sources is paramount.

By providing precise footnote citations, you enable readers to verify your information, explore your
sources further, and understand the context of your research. This not only strengthens your
argument but also builds trust with your readers. Ignoring proper citation practices can lead to
accusations of plagiarism, undermining your academic or professional reputation. Therefore, a
thorough understanding of the Chicago style footnote example citation guide is not merely a stylistic
preference but a critical requirement for ethical scholarship.



Understanding Notes vs. Bibliography Entries

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-and-bibliography system
and the author-date system. This guide focuses exclusively on the notes-and-bibliography system,
which uses either footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. While both footnotes and endnotes serve the
same purpose of referencing sources, their placement differs. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the
page where the citation is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document.

A key distinction within the notes-and-bibliography system is the difference between a note and a
bibliography entry. A footnote or endnote typically provides a more complete citation on its first
mention, often including page numbers. Subsequent citations of the same source are shortened. The
bibliography, on the other hand, is an alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited in the text,
presented at the end of the work. Bibliography entries are generally more detailed and formatted
differently than initial notes.

Basic Structure of a Chicago Style Footnote

The fundamental structure of a Chicago style footnote involves several key pieces of information,
presented in a specific order. While variations exist depending on the source type, a general
template can be established. The initial citation typically includes the author's first name and last
name, the title of the work, and publication details such as the place of publication, publisher, and
year. For direct quotes, a specific page number is always included.

The order of elements in a note is generally as follows: Author's first name, Author's last name, Title
of Work (italicized), (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

e Author: First Name Last Name
o Title: Italicized Title of Book or Article
e Publication Information: Place of Publication: Publisher, Year

e Page Number: Specific page(s) cited

Common Source Types and Chicago Style Footnote
Examples

Navigating the myriad of source types requires specific formatting for Chicago style footnotes.
Below are examples for frequently encountered resources, providing a clear understanding of how to
properly cite them.



Books

Citing a book in a Chicago style footnote requires careful attention to the author's name, the title,
and the publication details. The first footnote citation for a book will typically be more
comprehensive than subsequent ones.

¢ First Footnote Citation: John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020), 45.

e Subsequent Footnote Citation: Smith, History of Chicago, 112.

e For a book with two authors: Jane Doe and Richard Roe, Urban Development in the Midwest
(New York: Routledge, 2018), 78.

¢ For a book with more than two authors (first note): First Author, Second Author, and
Third Author, A Comprehensive Study (Boston: Beacon Press, 2019), 210.

e For a book with more than two authors (subsequent note): Author, Author, and Author,
Comprehensive Study, 250.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in academic research, and their citation in Chicago style footnotes
demands accuracy regarding authors, article titles, journal titles, volume and issue numbers, and
publication dates.

¢ First Footnote Citation: Emily Carter, "The Evolution of Architecture," Journal of Urban
Studies 35, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 155.
e Subsequent Footnote Citation: Carter, "Evolution of Architecture," 160.

¢ For an article with a DOI: Michael Green, "Sustainable Cities," Environmental Science
Quarterly 10, no. 1 (January 2022): 35, doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1900001.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires capturing essential details such as author (if available), title of the
specific page, name of the website, and the URL, along with an access date.



¢ First Footnote Citation: "Chicago Architecture Biennial," ArchDaily, accessed October 26,
2023, https://www.archdaily.com/tag/chicago-architecture-biennial.

¢ Footnote citation with author: Sarah Lee, "The Future of Public Transportation," City
Planning Today, October 15, 2022, https://www.cityplanningtoday.com/future-transportation.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Articles from newspapers and magazines are cited by including the author, article title, publication
name, date, and page number (if applicable and easily accessible).

e Footnote Citation: David Brown, "A New Era for the Loop," Chicago Tribune, September 10,
2023, sec. Business, Al.

e Magazine Article Footnote Citation: Lisa White, "The Art of the City," Metropolis Magazine,
November 2022, 72.

Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a specific chapter within a larger edited work, you need to identify the chapter author,
chapter title, book editor(s), book title, and publication details.

e Footnote Citation: Robert Black, "Early Settlers of Illinois," in Illinois: A State History, ed.
Susan Grey (Springfield: Illinois Historical Society, 2015), 30-35.

Unpublished Works

Citing unpublished materials, such as dissertations or manuscripts, requires specific details about
the author, title, and the nature and location of the work.

e Footnote Citation for a Dissertation: Maria Diaz, "Urban Planning Policies in the 20th

Century" (PhD diss., University of Illinois, 2018), 88.

¢ Footnote Citation for a Manuscript: John Adams, "Personal Correspondence," ca. 1900,
Adams Family Papers, Chicago Historical Society.



Subsequent Citations: Shortened Notes

After the first full citation of a source, subsequent references to that same source are typically
shortened to improve readability and conciseness. This shortened note includes the author's last
name and a shortened version of the title, along with the relevant page number. This practice is
crucial for maintaining a clean and efficient citation trail throughout your document.

The shortened note format generally comprises the author's last name, a condensed version of the
title (often italicized), and the specific page number being referenced.

Ibid. and Other Latin Abbreviations

The Chicago Manual of Style allows for the use of certain Latin abbreviations, such as 'ibid.', 'op.
cit.', and 'loc. cit.', although their usage has become less common in favor of shortened notes. 'Ibid.'
is used to refer to the immediately preceding citation. However, its use can be confusing if multiple
sources are cited on the same page. It is generally recommended to use shortened notes for clarity
and consistency, especially in longer works.

While less prevalent now, understanding these abbreviations can be helpful when encountering
older texts:

e Ibid.: Refers to the immediately preceding footnote. If the page number is the same, only
'Ibid." is needed. If it's a different page, 'Ibid., page number' is used.

e op. cit. (opus citatum): Means "the work cited." Used to refer to a previously cited work by
the same author, but not the immediately preceding one.

¢ loc. cit. (loco citato): Means "the place cited." Used to refer to the same page or location as
a previously cited work.

Due to potential ambiguity, especially in electronic contexts, many style guides now recommend
sticking strictly to shortened notes for subsequent citations.

Formatting Specifics for Chicago Style Footnotes

Beyond the content of the citation, the physical formatting of footnotes is also important. Footnotes
are typically numbered consecutively throughout the document, starting with 1. The footnote
number is placed in the text immediately after the punctuation of the clause or sentence to which it
refers. In the footnote itself, the author's first name precedes their last name, and punctuation rules
are followed meticulously.



Key formatting considerations include:

e Numbering: Continuous numbering from the beginning of the paper to the end.
¢ Placement: At the bottom of the page where the reference occurs.

e Punctuation: Commas separate elements, and periods conclude the citation.

» Italics: Titles of books, journals, and other standalone works are italicized.

¢ Quotation Marks: Titles of articles, chapters, and essays are enclosed in quotation marks.

When to Use Notes Instead of the Author-Date System

The choice between the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date system often depends on
the specific academic discipline or publication venue. The notes-and-bibliography system is generally
preferred in fields such as history, literature, art history, and some social sciences. This preference
stems from the need for detailed commentary, extensive quotation, and frequent reference to
primary sources, where the space provided by footnotes can be beneficial for substantive asides or
elaborations.

Consider the following scenarios where the notes-and-bibliography system is often the better choice:

e When extensive direct quotation is a significant feature of the research.

e When providing authorial commentary or supplementary information within the footnotes is
desired.

e In disciplines that traditionally favor in-text parenthetical citations that can be lengthy or
require detailed bibliographic information immediately accessible.

e When the publication venue (e.g., a specific academic journal or press) mandates this system.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when employing the Chicago style footnote
example citation guide. One frequent error is inconsistent application of formatting rules, such as
mixing up the order of author names or misplacing punctuation. Another is failing to differentiate
between the first and subsequent citations of a source, leading to repetitive or incomplete
references.



To avoid common mistakes:

¢ Consult the Official Manual: Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style for definitive guidance.

e Use Citation Management Software Wisely: Tools like Zotero or EndNote can help, but
always double-check their output against CMOS guidelines.

e Proofread Meticulously: Dedicate time to carefully review all footnotes and bibliography
entries for accuracy and consistency.

e Understand the Purpose: Remember that each citation should clearly and efficiently guide
your reader to the source.

¢ Be Consistent: Once you establish a format for a specific source type, adhere to it throughout
your document.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style
footnote and an endnote?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the citation is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, typically on a separate
page. Both serve the same function of referencing sources within the notes-and-bibliography system.

Q: Do I need to include the full publication details every time 1
cite a source in a Chicago style footnote?

A: No, only the first footnote citation for a particular source typically requires full publication
details. Subsequent citations of the same source are generally shortened, including the author's last
name, a condensed title, and the page number.

Q: How do I cite a website that does not list an author in a
Chicago style footnote?

A: If a website has no discernible author, you begin the citation with the title of the specific
webpage, followed by the name of the website, the access date, and the URL. For instance:
"Understanding Chicago's Grid System," City Planning Blog, accessed November 1, 2023,
https://www.cityplanningblog.com/grid.



Q: When should I use ‘Ibid.” in my Chicago style footnotes?

A: 'Ibid.' is used to refer to the immediately preceding footnote. If it's the same source and the same
page, you simply use 'Ibid.". If it's the same source but a different page, you would write 'Ibid., page
number'. However, many scholars now prefer shortened notes for clarity and to avoid ambiguity.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found within another source in
Chicago style footnotes?

A: When citing a source that is quoted or referenced within another source (a secondary source), you
should cite the original source (the primary source) in your bibliography if you accessed it. In your
footnote, however, you cite the secondary source where you found the information and typically
include a phrase like "as quoted in" or "cited in" followed by the details of the secondary source. For
example: John Doe, "Original Insight," Journal of Ideas 1, no. 1 (2020): 50, as quoted in Jane Smith,
The Impact of Ideas (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 75.

Q: Is there a specific rule for italicizing titles in Chicago style
footnotes?

A: Yes, titles of standalone works such as books, journals, magazines, and newspapers are italicized
in Chicago style footnotes. Titles of articles, chapters, essays, or specific webpages are enclosed in
quotation marks.

Q: What is the difference in formatting between a book
footnote and a journal article footnote in Chicago style?

A: The main difference lies in the presentation of publication details. For books, it's typically (Place
of Publication: Publisher, Year). For journal articles, it's usually (Volume, no. Issue (Season Year):
Page). For example: Book footnote: John Smith, The Great City (Chicago: University Press, 2021),
10. Journal article footnote: Jane Doe, "Urban Growth Patterns," Journal of Sociology 25, no. 3 (Fall
2022): 115.
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