chicago style film citations

Understanding Chicago Style Film Citations

chicago style film citations are crucial for academic and scholarly works
that incorporate film as a source. Properly citing films ensures that your
audience can locate the exact versions of the films you reference, giving
credit to creators and allowing for verification of your claims. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) film citation, covering both in-text citations and the
bibliography. We will explore the core components of a film citation, address
common variations, and provide clear examples to facilitate accurate
referencing. Mastering these citation practices is essential for maintaining
academic integrity and enhancing the credibility of your research, whether
you are analyzing a classic Hollywood narrative or a contemporary
documentary.
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Why Chicago Style for Film Citations?

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a robust framework for citing
various sources, including audiovisual materials like films. Its emphasis on
clarity and completeness makes it a preferred choice for many disciplines,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences where film analysis is
prevalent. Understanding the rationale behind Chicago style film citations
helps in appreciating the importance of accurate attribution and the ability
for readers to access the exact works being discussed. This system aims to
provide a consistent and universally recognized method for acknowledging
cinematic sources.

The Chicago style, known for its flexibility, allows for two primary citation
systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. For film citations, the notes-—
bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography,



is most commonly employed. This approach is particularly beneficial for
academic papers and essays where detailed explanations or supplemental
information might be needed in notes. The detailed nature of Chicago style
film citations minimizes ambiguity and supports the scholarly integrity of
your work.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Film Citation

Crafting a Chicago style film citation requires attention to several critical
pieces of information. These elements ensure that the film is uniquely
identifiable and locatable by your readers. The core components are designed
to provide a comprehensive reference that accounts for the production and
distribution of the film.

Film Title

The title of the film is the most fundamental element. It should be presented
in italics. If the film has both an original title and an English title
(common for foreign films), both may be included, with the original title
often appearing first in parentheses. For example, La Dolce Vita (The Sweet
Life).

Director (s)

The director is credited as a key creative force behind the film. Their name
should be presented in the format "directed by [First Name Last Name]".
Including the director helps differentiate between potentially similarly
titled films and acknowledges a primary auteur.

Production Company/Distributor

Identifying the production company or the primary distributor provides
context about the film's origin and availability. This is often presented as
"prod." or "dist." followed by the company name.

Year of Release

The year the film was originally released is essential for chronological
context. This is typically a four-digit year.

Format /Medium

Specifying the format or medium is crucial, especially in an era of diverse
media consumption. This could include "film," "DVD," "Blu-ray," or "streaming
service." For streaming, it's important to note the platform.



Access Information (for Online Films)

If citing a film accessed online, providing the URL or the name of the
streaming service is necessary. For specific scenes or clips, indicating the
timestamp can also be helpful, though this is more common in notes than in
bibliography entries.

In-Text Citations for Films

In-text citations in Chicago style, typically used with the notes-
bibliography system, direct the reader to the full citation in the
footnotes/endnotes and subsequently in the bibliography. They are concise and
designed to interrupt the text as little as possible while still providing
clear attribution.

Footnote/Endnote Citations

The first time a film is cited, the footnote or endnote should contain full
bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same film can use a
shortened format. A typical first note for a film might look like this:

1. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles, prod. Mercury Theatre/RKO
Pictures, 1941.

For subsequent notes, a shortened version suffices:
5. Citizen Kane.

If you are referencing a specific scene or moment, you can include that
information in the note, for instance, noting the time code.

Author-Date System Notes

While less common for film in academic writing that uses Chicago, if the
author-date system were applied, an in-text citation would typically look
like this: (Director's Last Name Year). For example: (Welles 1941). However,
the notes-bibliography system is generally preferred for film due to the
richer detail it allows.

Bibliography Entries for Films

The bibliography, placed at the end of your paper, provides a complete list
of all sources consulted, alphabetized by the first element of the entry.
Film entries in the bibliography follow a specific format to ensure all
necessary details are present.

Standard Bibliography Entry

A standard bibliography entry for a film includes the title, director,
production company, and year of release. The structure is as follows:

Film Title. Directed by First Name Last Name. Production Company. Year.



For example:

Casablanca. Directed by Michael Curtiz. Warner Bros., 1942.

Bibliography Entry with Distributor

If the distributor is a more significant identifier or if the production
company is less well-known, you might include the distributor instead or in
addition:

Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. Barunson E&A, CJ Entertainment, 2019.

Bibliography Entry for Online/Streaming Films

Citing films viewed online or via streaming services requires additional
information about access:

Film Title. Directed by First Name Last Name. Production Company, Year.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL or Streaming Service Name.

Example:

Moonlight. Directed by Barry Jenkins. Plan B Entertainment, A24, 2016.
Accessed February 15, 2023. Netflix.

If a specific release date for the online version is available, it can be
included. The "Accessed" date is crucial as online content can be removed or
changed.

Citing Different Types of Film Sources

Beyond feature films, Chicago style also accommodates citations for various
other film-related materials, ensuring comprehensive referencing for any
cinematic source.

Documentaries

Documentaries are cited in the same manner as narrative films, focusing on
the director and production details. The genre itself is usually evident from
the title or description.

March of the Penguins. Directed by Luc Jacquet. Bonne Pioche, 2005.

Short Films

Short films, whether screened independently or as part of a compilation, are
cited similarly. If part of a collection, the collection's details might also
be relevant.

The Red Balloon. Directed by Albert Lamorisse. Les Films du Sadiel, 1956.



Films within Collections or Anthologies

If you are citing a film that is part of a larger collection, such as a box
set or an anthology series, you need to provide details for both the specific
film and the collection.

The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. Directed by Robert Wiene. Der Film, 1920. DVD.
The German Expressionist Cinema Collection. Masters of Cinema, 2007.

Foreign Films

For foreign films, it is good practice to include the original title, often
in parentheses, especially if the translated title is significantly different
or if the original title is commonly used.

Akira Kurosawa's Seven Samurai. Directed by Akira Kurosawa. Toho Company,
1954.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Film
Citation

Citing films can present unique challenges due to variations in production,
distribution, and the availability of information. The Chicago style offers
guidelines to navigate these complexities.

Determining the "Author"

In film studies, the director is often considered the primary "author" in a
stylistic or thematic sense. However, the director's name is usually listed
as part of the descriptive elements, not as the primary entry in the
bibliography, which typically begins with the film title. This differs from
citing books where the author's name is paramount.

Handling Multiple Directors or Producers

If a film has multiple directors or a long list of producers, list the
primary director and the first few producers, followed by "et al." or
indicate as applicable. For the bibliography, it is often sufficient to list
the main director. For notes, more detail might be warranted depending on the
context.

Finding Accurate Release Dates and Production
Information

Sometimes, older or less widely distributed films can be difficult to pin
down exact release dates or production companies for. Rely on reputable
sources like academic databases, film archives, or well-regarded film
encyclopedias. If definitive information is elusive, it is acceptable to
state what is known and acknowledge any uncertainties, though this is rare if
using standard academic sources.



Citing Specific Versions or Cuts

Films often have multiple versions (e.g., director's cut, theatrical cut,
extended edition). It is important to cite the specific version you viewed.
If the version is not clear from the title, add it as a descriptor.

Blade Runner: The Final Cut. Directed by Ridley Scott. Warner Bros., 1982.
Blu-ray.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style
Film Referencing

Maintaining consistency throughout your paper is paramount when employing
Chicago style film citations. Inconsistent formatting can confuse readers and
detract from the professionalism of your work.

Ensure that the format used for in-text citations directly corresponds to the
information provided in your footnotes/endnotes and bibliography. If you use
italics for film titles in one place, maintain that consistently. The same

applies to the order of elements like director, production company, and year.

Double-check that all films mentioned in your text are also listed in your
bibliography and wvice versa. This thoroughness reflects careful scholarship
and makes your research easily verifiable. By adhering strictly to Chicago
style film citation guidelines and ensuring internal consistency, you enhance
the clarity, credibility, and academic rigor of your analysis.

FAQ

+Q: How do I cite a film I only watched on YouTube?

A: When citing a film found on YouTube, treat it like any other online
resource. Include the title, director (if known), production company (if
known), year, and the URL. Note the date you accessed it. For example:
The Great Dictator. Directed by Charlie Chaplin. United Artists, 1940.
Accessed March 10, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=....

«Q: What if I'm citing a specific scene from a
£film?

A: For specific scenes, it is best to note the scene or a description of
its content in your footnote or endnote, along with the timestamp if
possible, in addition to the full citation. In the bibliography, you
would list the entire film, but your in-text reference or note would
point to the specific part. Example note: Casablanca, directed by
Michael Curtiz, Warner Bros., 1942, timestamp 00:32:15.



«Q: Should I include actors in my film citations?

A: In Chicago style, actors are generally not included in the main
bibliography entry unless they are also the director or a primary
creative force being analyzed. The focus is on the film title, director,
and production details. However, if your analysis centers on the
performance of a specific actor, you might mention them in the text or a
footnote.

«Q: What is the difference between the production
company and the distributor in a film citation?

A: The production company is the entity that financed and produced the
film, while the distributor is the company that marketed and released

the film to theaters or other platforms. Chicago style often includes

the production company, but the distributor may be used if it is more

widely known or if the production company is obscure.

«eQ: How do I cite a film from a DVD box set?

A: When citing a film from a DVD box set, include the film's title,
director, production company, and year. Then, specify the format (DVD)
and the details of the box set, including its title and the
publisher/distributor and year of the set. Example: The Godfather.
Directed by Francis Ford Coppola. Paramount Pictures, 1972. DVD. The
Godfather Collection. Paramount Home Entertainment, 2001.

+Q: Can I use a shortened title in subsequent
footnotes for films?

A: Yes, once a film has been fully cited in the first footnote or
endnote, subsequent references to the same film can use a shortened
form, typically the italicized title. Example: Citizen Kane.

«Q: What if the director is unknown or uncredited?

A: If the director is unknown or uncredited, you can omit this
information. The citation would then begin with the film title, followed
by the production company and year. For example: Unknown Director's
Film. Production Company, Year.
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