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Understanding Chicago Style for Theses

chicago style examples for theses are essential for any academic undertaking
requiring adherence to this widely respected citation system. Navigating the
intricacies of Chicago style can seem daunting, but with clear guidance and
practical examples, students can confidently format their research papers,
dissertations, and theses. This comprehensive guide will delve into the core
components of Chicago style, covering everything from general formatting
principles to specific citation examples for various source types, including
books, journal articles, websites, and more. By understanding these crucial
elements, you can ensure your work is presented professionally and credibly,
allowing your research to shine without distraction.
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The Fundamentals of Chicago Style for Academic
Papers

Chicago style, also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers two
primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system. For theses and dissertations, the Notes-Bibliography system is most
commonly used. This system employs footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text, followed by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the



work. Understanding the distinction between these two systems is the first
step in correctly applying Chicago style to your thesis. The Notes-
Bibliography system provides a cleaner text, with citations appearing at the
bottom of the page or at the end of the document, allowing for a more fluid
reading experience.

The purpose of any citation style, including Chicago, is to give credit to
the original authors whose work you have consulted, to allow your readers to
locate those sources for themselves, and to avoid plagiarism. Adhering
strictly to the guidelines ensures academic integrity and demonstrates a
commitment to rigorous scholarship. The Chicago Manual of Style is
comprehensive and covers not only citations but also general rules for
grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and manuscript preparation, making it a
valuable resource for any academic writer.

Key Elements of Chicago Style Formatting

Formatting a thesis in Chicago style involves more than just citing sources.
It encompasses the overall presentation of your document, ensuring
consistency and readability. Key formatting elements include manuscript
preparation, margins, line spacing, font choices, and the structure of your
title page, abstract, table of contents, and other preliminary pages. While
specific institutional requirements may vary, Chicago style provides a solid
framework for academic manuscript preparation.

Margins should typically be 1 inch on all sides. Line spacing is usually
double-spaced throughout the document, including block quotations and the
bibliography. Font choices should be standard and readable, such as Times New
Roman or Arial, in 12-point size. The title page should include the thesis
title, your name, the degree sought, department, institution, and date. The
abstract, a concise summary of your research, typically follows the title
page. Preliminary pages are numbered with lowercase Roman numerals, while the
main body of the text uses Arabic numerals.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

The choice between footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style primarily affects
how your citations are presented within the text. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are compiled at
the end of the chapter or the entire document. Both systems are acceptable
within Chicago style, and the decision often depends on personal preference
or departmental guidelines.

Footnotes offer the advantage of immediate reference, allowing readers to see
the source information without having to turn to a separate page. This can
enhance the reading experience, especially for complex arguments or dense
research. Endnotes, on the other hand, can lead to a cleaner-looking page and



may be preferred if the citations are lengthy or numerous, preventing them
from dominating the main text. Regardless of the choice, consistency in
application is paramount. Every in-text citation marker must correspond to a
numbered note in either the footnotes or endnotes section.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Books

Citing books in Chicago style requires attention to detail regarding authors,
titles, publication information, and page numbers. The Notes-Bibliography
system requires a specific format for both the initial full citation in the
notes and the subsequent shortened versions, as well as the bibliography
entry. Understanding the nuances of citing different types of books, such as
edited volumes or books with multiple authors, is crucial.

For a book with one author, the footnote/endnote citation will typically
include the author's first and last name, the title of the book in italics,
the publication city, publisher, year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) cited. The bibliography entry omits the page number(s) and reverses
the author's name. For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened
note format is used.

Book with One Author

Here is a standard example for a book citation in Chicago style:

Footnote/Endnote (first citation): First Name Last Name, Title of Book
(City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page(s).

Shortened Footnote/Endnote: Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, Page(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

For instance, citing a book by a hypothetical author:

Footnote/Endnote (first citation): Jane Doe, The History of Academic
Writing (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 45.

Shortened Footnote/Endnote: Doe, History of Academic Writing, 45.

Bibliography: Doe, Jane. The History of Academic Writing. Chicago:
University Press, 2020.



Book with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all authors are typically listed in the
bibliography. In footnotes or endnotes, the first author’s name is followed
by "et al." (and others) if there are more than three authors.

Footnote/Endnote (first citation): First Name Last Name, First Name Last
Name, and First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year), Page(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First
Name Last Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

If there are four or more authors:

Footnote/Endnote (first citation): First Name Last Name et al., Title of
Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name, et al. Title of Book. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Journal
Articles

Journal articles are a common source for theses, and Chicago style provides
specific guidelines for their citation. The key elements include the
author(s), article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers,
publication date, and page range.

Journal Article with One Author

The format for citing a journal article in Chicago style is as follows:

Footnote/Endnote (first citation): First Name Last Name, "Title of
Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month Year): Page(s).

Shortened Footnote/Endnote: Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article,"
Page(s).



Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month Year): Page(s).

Example:

Footnote/Endnote (first citation): John Smith, "The Evolution of
Scholarly Discourse," Journal of Academic Research 15, no. 2 (Spring
2019): 112.

Shortened Footnote/Endnote: Smith, "Evolution of Scholarly Discourse,"
112.

Bibliography: Smith, John. "The Evolution of Scholarly Discourse."
Journal of Academic Research 15, no. 2 (Spring 2019): 112-130.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Websites and
Online Sources

Citing online sources, including websites, web pages, and online reports,
requires careful attention to detail to ensure verifiability. The core
information needed includes the author (if available), title of the specific
page or document, the website name, the publication or last updated date (if
available), and the URL.

Web Page from a Website

For a general web page:

Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name (if known), "Title of Web Page,"
Title of Website, last modified or publication date (if known), URL.

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name (if known). "Title of Web Page."
Title of Website. Last modified or publication date (if known). URL.

Example:

Footnote/Endnote: Sarah Lee, "Tips for Effective Thesis Writing,"
Academic Success Hub, updated October 26, 2023,



https://www.academicsuccess.com/thesis-tips.

Bibliography: Lee, Sarah. "Tips for Effective Thesis Writing." Academic
Success Hub. Updated October 26, 2023.
https://www.academicsuccess.com/thesis-tips.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the web page. If no date is
available, use "n.d." for "no date."

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Other Common
Sources

Beyond books and articles, theses often draw from a variety of other source
types, each with its specific citation requirements in Chicago style. These
can include dissertations, conference papers, reports, government documents,
and even interviews.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing previously completed dissertations or theses from other institutions
is common.

Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name, "Title of Dissertation/Thesis"
(PhD diss., University Name, Year), Page(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." PhD
diss., University Name, Year.

Example:

Footnote/Endnote: Michael Brown, "The Impact of Technology on Learning"
(PhD diss., State University, 2021), 78.

Bibliography: Brown, Michael. "The Impact of Technology on Learning."
PhD diss., State University, 2021.



Interviews

Personal interviews are often used in qualitative research.

Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name (Interviewee), interviewed by
First Name Last Name (Interviewer), Month Day, Year.

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. Interview by First Name Last Name.
Month Day, Year. (Note: Interviews are typically not included in the
bibliography unless they are archived and publicly accessible.)

Example:

Footnote/Endnote: John Miller (interviewed by Sarah Green), May 15,
2023.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them in
Chicago Style

Despite clear guidelines, writers often encounter common errors when using
Chicago style for their theses. Being aware of these pitfalls can help
prevent them.

One frequent mistake is inconsistency in formatting. This includes varying
citation styles for similar source types, inconsistent capitalization in
titles, or a mix of footnote and endnote usage without a clear system.
Another common issue is incorrect punctuation, such as missing commas or
periods in citations, or improper use of italics for titles.

Omitting crucial bibliographic information, like publication dates or page
numbers, is another frequent oversight. For online sources, forgetting to
include the URL or the date of access can make the source difficult to
locate. Ensuring that every in-text citation marker corresponds to a correct
note entry and that the bibliography is alphabetized correctly are also
critical steps.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

To avoid these issues, meticulous proofreading is essential. Develop a habit
of checking your citations against your notes and bibliography rigorously.



Utilize style manuals and online resources dedicated to Chicago style to
clarify any doubts. If your institution provides a thesis formatting guide,
consult it frequently, as it may have specific interpretations or additions
to Chicago style.

The Importance of a Style Sheet for Theses

Creating and maintaining a personal style sheet is an invaluable practice for
thesis writers using Chicago style. A style sheet serves as a centralized
record of decisions made regarding specific formatting and citation rules
that might not be explicitly covered in the manual or that are subject to
institutional preference. This document helps ensure consistency throughout a
long and complex work.

Your style sheet should detail your choices for recurring elements, such as
how to format specific types of headings, how to handle capitalization in
titles, your preferred approach for footnotes versus endnotes, and any
exceptions you've made to standard Chicago style rules based on your research
needs or departmental guidelines. Regularly referring to and updating this
style sheet throughout the writing process will significantly contribute to a
polished and professional final thesis.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Examples for Theses

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
for theses in Chicago style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is the primary citation system recommended
and most commonly used for theses and dissertations in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor in Chicago
style?
A: For a book with an editor, the footnote/endnote citation typically
includes the editor's name (preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the book title,
publication information, and page number. The bibliography entry lists the
editor(s) first, followed by the book title and publication details.

Q: What is the difference between a shortened note
and a full note citation in Chicago style?
A: A full note citation is the first citation of a source and includes all



necessary bibliographic details. A shortened note citation is used for
subsequent citations of the same source and typically includes the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number.

Q: How should I cite a source that I accessed online
but is also available in print?
A: When a source is available both online and in print, it is generally best
practice to cite the print version if you consulted it. If you only consulted
the online version, then cite it as an online source, including the URL and
access date.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my
bibliography entries for books?
A: No, page numbers are generally omitted from bibliography entries for books
in Chicago style. They are, however, essential in footnote/endnote citations
when referring to specific parts of the book.

Q: What is the correct way to format a title in
Chicago style?
A: Titles of books, journals, and longer works are italicized. Titles of
articles, chapters, and shorter works are enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes for my
thesis in Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style allows for the use of either footnotes or
endnotes. The choice often depends on personal preference or departmental
guidelines, but consistency is crucial.

Q: How do I cite a government document in Chicago
style?
A: Citing government documents can be complex, but generally involves
identifying the issuing agency, the title of the document, and publication
details, including report numbers if applicable. Consult the Chicago Manual
of Style for specific formats based on the type of document.

Q: What is the purpose of the "et al." in Chicago



style citations?
A: "Et al." (an abbreviation for "et alia," meaning "and others") is used in
Chicago style citations when there are three or more authors for a source in
the notes section to avoid listing all author names, making the citation more
concise. However, in the bibliography, all authors are typically listed.
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