
chicago style examples for social
sciences
chicago style examples for social sciences is a crucial framework for
researchers, students, and scholars to ensure clarity, consistency, and
credibility in their academic work. Navigating the intricacies of citation,
formatting, and presentation can be daunting, but understanding the core
principles of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is essential for producing
polished and professional social science research. This comprehensive guide
will delve into various aspects of Chicago style as it applies to the social
sciences, covering everything from in-text citations and footnotes/endnotes
to bibliographies and stylistic nuances. We will explore specific examples
for common source types encountered in fields such as sociology, psychology,
political science, anthropology, and economics, providing practical guidance
to help you apply these rules effectively. Mastering Chicago style enhances
the readability and impact of your research, making complex ideas accessible
to a wider audience.
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Understanding Chicago Style's Dual Citation
Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the
Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For the social
sciences, both are widely accepted and used, though the choice often depends
on the specific discipline or the publication venue's requirements. The Notes
and Bibliography system relies on superscript numbers within the text that
correspond to detailed footnotes or endnotes, with a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. This system is often favored in
disciplines like history and some areas of sociology where extensive
engagement with sources is paramount. The Author-Date system, conversely,
uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year, page number) and a
reference list at the end. This method is prevalent in fields like political
science, psychology, and economics, where it facilitates quick referencing
and a streamlined reading experience. Understanding the strengths and
applications of each system is the first step to correctly implementing
Chicago style in your social science research.

The decision between the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date



system is not arbitrary; it reflects differing disciplinary conventions and
the emphasis placed on source interaction. In fields where tracing the
lineage of ideas and engaging in detailed scholarly dialogue is central, the
Notes and Bibliography system allows for rich commentary and explanation
within the notes themselves, which can be lost in the more concise Author-
Date format. Conversely, in scientific and quantitative social sciences, the
Author-Date system prioritizes efficiency and direct attribution, allowing
readers to easily locate the cited source without interrupting the flow of
the main text. Familiarizing yourself with the expectations of your specific
field and the requirements of your intended publication is therefore crucial
when making this foundational choice.

Navigating In-Text Citations and Notes

The Notes and Bibliography System: Footnotes and
Endnotes
When employing the Notes and Bibliography system, citations appear as
superscript numbers within the text, keyed to either footnotes at the bottom
of the page or endnotes at the conclusion of the document. Each note provides
a full citation for the first mention of a source, and subsequent mentions
are typically shortened. For example, a first reference to a book might look
like this in a footnote: 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth
of the Prison (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 25.

Subsequent references to the same source are then condensed. If you were to
cite Foucault again shortly after the first mention, the note might appear
as: 2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 50. If the same source is cited
consecutively, the note can be simply "Ibid." (Latin for "in the same
place"), followed by the page number if different: 3. Ibid., 72. This system
allows for extensive explanatory notes or commentary alongside direct
citations, enriching the scholarly apparatus of the work.

The Author-Date System: Parenthetical Citations
The Author-Date system replaces notes with brief parenthetical citations
directly within the text. These typically include the author's last name, the
year of publication, and the page number(s). For instance, a citation might
appear as (Smith 2020, 112). If the author's name is already mentioned in the
sentence, only the year and page number are needed: As argued by Smith (2020,
112), the implications are significant. This system is designed for
conciseness and allows readers to quickly identify the source of information
and locate it in the corresponding reference list.

When citing multiple authors or works within the same parenthetical



reference, Chicago style provides specific formats. For two authors, list
both last names separated by "and": (Johnson and Lee 2019, 45). For three or
more authors, use the first author's last name followed by "et al.": (Garcia
et al. 2021, 88). When citing multiple works by the same author in the same
year, they are distinguished by lowercase letters following the year (e.g.,
Jones 2018a, 2018b). For multiple sources within a single parenthetical
citation, list them alphabetically by author, separated by semicolons: (Brown
2017; Davis 2018; Evans 2019).

Crafting Effective Bibliographies and Reference
Lists

The Bibliography in the Notes and Bibliography
System
A bibliography in the Notes and Bibliography system serves as a comprehensive
alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the text. It is placed at the
end of the document. Each entry should include all necessary publication
information, allowing readers to locate the original source. The formatting
for bibliographic entries closely mirrors that of the first note for each
source but typically omits page numbers unless referring to a specific
section of a larger work. For a book, it would appear as: Foucault, Michel.
Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage Books,
1995.

Journal articles are also listed with author, article title, journal title,
volume, issue, and publication year, followed by the page range of the
article: Putnam, Robert D. "Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social
Capital." Journal of Democracy 6, no. 1 (1995): 65–78. The key is consistency
and providing enough information for retrieval. All entries are alphabetized
by the author's last name. If an author has multiple works cited, they are
listed chronologically by publication year.

The Reference List in the Author-Date System
The Author-Date system culminates in a reference list, also alphabetized by
author's last name. Unlike the bibliography, the reference list contains only
the sources that were actually cited in the text, and the format of each
entry is slightly different to align with the parenthetical citations. For a
book: Smith, John. 2020. The Social Contract in the 21st Century. New York:
Oxford University Press. Note the inclusion of the publication year
immediately after the author's name.

Journal articles in the reference list include the author(s), year, article



title, journal title, volume, issue, and page range: Garcia, Maria, David
Chen, and Sarah Miller. 2021. "Urbanization and Community Cohesion."
Sociological Review 45, no. 3: 210–235. The structure of the reference list
is critical for the efficacy of the Author-Date system, enabling readers to
swiftly find the cited works. Ensuring accuracy and completeness in every
entry is paramount for academic integrity.

Formatting Key Social Science Sources

Citing Books
Books are fundamental resources in the social sciences. Whether you are
citing a monograph, an edited volume, or a chapter within an edited volume,
Chicago style has specific guidelines. For a single-authored book in the
Notes and Bibliography system:

1. Bourdieu, Pierre. The Logic of Practice. Translated by Richard Nice.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1990.

For the Author-Date system:

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1990. The Logic of Practice. Translated by Richard
Nice. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

When citing a chapter in an edited book, the format needs to include the
chapter author, chapter title, book title, editor(s), and publication
details.

Citing Journal Articles
Journal articles are vital for accessing current research and theoretical
debates in the social sciences. For the Notes and Bibliography system, a
journal article citation looks like this:

2. King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. "The Importance of
Research Design in Political Science." American Political Science Review
91, no. 3 (1997): 3.

In the Author-Date system:

King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1997. "The Importance
of Research Design in Political Science." American Political Science
Review 91, no. 3: 1–15.



Pay close attention to the use of italics for journal titles and quotation
marks for article titles, as well as the correct formatting of volume, issue,
and page numbers.

Citing Websites and Online Sources
The digital age has made online sources increasingly common in social science
research. When citing a webpage or online article, it is crucial to include
the most stable URL and the date you accessed the material. For the Notes and
Bibliography system:

3. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. "National Center for
Health Statistics." Accessed May 15, 2023.
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/index.htm.

For the Author-Date system:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2023. "National Center for
Health Statistics." Accessed May 15, 2023.
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/index.htm.

It's important to note that CMOS guidelines for online sources evolve; always
consult the latest edition for the most current recommendations. Providing
the access date is particularly important for web content, as it can change
over time.

Beyond Citations: General Formatting Guidelines

Manuscript Formatting
Beyond citations, Chicago style also provides guidelines for the overall
manuscript presentation. This includes margins, line spacing, and font
choices, all of which contribute to a professional appearance. Typically,
manuscripts should have 1-inch margins on all sides, be double-spaced
throughout (including block quotations and notes), and use a standard,
readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-point size.

Title pages in Chicago style are straightforward, usually including the title
of the paper, the author's name, the course name and number, the instructor's
name, and the date. Unlike some other styles, Chicago often does not require
a separate title page for shorter papers; the title can simply appear at the
top of the first page. However, for longer works like theses or
dissertations, a more formal title page with specific departmental or
institutional requirements may be necessary.



Tables and Figures
Tables and figures are essential for presenting data and complex information
clearly in the social sciences. Chicago style mandates specific formatting
for these elements to ensure consistency and legibility. Tables are typically
numbered consecutively (Table 1, Table 2, etc.) and should have clear,
descriptive titles. Column heads and row labels should be concise and
informative. Any explanatory notes or abbreviations used within the table
should be defined in a table note below the table itself.

Figures, which include graphs, charts, maps, and photographs, are also
numbered consecutively (Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.) with descriptive captions.
The caption usually includes the figure number and a brief explanation of the
content. Figures should be placed as close as possible to their first mention
in the text, or they can be compiled into a separate list of figures at the
beginning of the document for longer works. Ensure that all text within
figures is legible and that the figures themselves are high-quality
reproductions.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Style
One of the most common pitfalls in applying Chicago style is inconsistency in
citation formatting. Whether using the Notes and Bibliography or Author-Date
system, adhering strictly to the prescribed punctuation, capitalization, and
order of elements for each source type is crucial. Forgetting to include all
necessary information, such as publication dates for online sources or the
publisher for books, can also lead to errors. Double-checking every citation
against the CMOS guidelines is a vital step in the proofreading process.

To avoid these issues, it is highly recommended to use citation management
software, but always review its output critically, as it may not perfectly
adhere to every nuanced Chicago style rule. Furthermore, developing a clear
understanding of the difference between primary and secondary sources and how
each should be cited is important. Always consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style, as guidelines are periodically updated. When in
doubt, it is better to err on the side of providing more information rather
than less, ensuring your readers can easily locate and verify your sources.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system



in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
Notes and Bibliography system uses superscript numbers keyed to footnotes or
endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (Author
Year, page).

Q: Which citation system is more commonly used in
the social sciences, Notes and Bibliography or
Author-Date?
A: Both are used, but the Author-Date system is generally more prevalent in
quantitative social sciences like psychology, economics, and political
science, while the Notes and Bibliography system is often favored in fields
like sociology and anthropology that engage more with historical or
theoretical discourse.

Q: How do I cite a book chapter in Chicago style for
social sciences?
A: In the Notes and Bibliography system, the first note would include the
chapter author, chapter title in quotation marks, followed by the book title
in italics, the editor(s) if applicable, publication information, and the
page range of the chapter. In the Author-Date system, the entry in the
reference list would follow a similar structure but with the year immediately
after the author's name.

Q: What are the essential elements of a
bibliographic entry for a journal article in Chicago
style?
A: For a journal article, an entry typically includes the author(s), article
title (in quotation marks), journal title (in italics), volume number, issue
number, publication year, and the page range of the article.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online sources in Chicago
style for social sciences?
A: Yes, online sources are widely accepted. When citing them, it's crucial to
provide the most stable URL and the date the material was accessed. The
specific format will depend on whether it's a webpage, an online journal
article, or another type of digital content.



Q: How should I format a bibliography versus a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: A bibliography, used with the Notes and Bibliography system, is a
comprehensive list of all sources cited. A reference list, used with the
Author-Date system, is also an alphabetical list of cited sources, but the
entry formats are slightly different, and the year of publication appears
immediately after the author's name.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple works by the
same author in the same year using the Author-Date
system?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, you should
append lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year in both the in-text
citations and the reference list entries to distinguish them (e.g., Johnson
2022a, Johnson 2022b).

Q: When using the Notes and Bibliography system, how
do I handle subsequent citations of the same source?
A: Subsequent citations of a source are typically shortened. If it is the
immediately preceding source, you can use "Ibid." (with a page number if
different). Otherwise, use the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and
the page number.
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