
chicago style examples for quotations

Understanding Chicago Style for Quotations

chicago style examples for quotations are essential for academic integrity and clear communication in
scholarly writing. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for integrating
and citing sources, ensuring that your borrowed ideas are properly attributed. Mastering these conventions is
not merely about following rules; it's about demonstrating respect for intellectual property and enabling
your readers to trace your research. This article will delve into the nuances of incorporating direct
quotations, paraphrased material, and indirect sources, offering clear examples and explanations. We will
explore the distinct approaches for notes and bibliography, as well as for parenthetical citations, and clarify
common challenges faced by writers.
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Chicago Style Quotation Integration: Key Principles

The Chicago Manual of Style outlines two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system. Both systems require meticulous attention to detail when integrating and citing
quotations. The fundamental principle is to introduce quotations smoothly into your own prose, providing
context and signaling to the reader where your words end and the source's words begin. This not only prevents
plagiarism but also enhances the credibility of your arguments by grounding them in established scholarship.
Understanding the distinction between integrating short and long quotations is also paramount.

Direct Quotations in Chicago Style

When incorporating direct quotations, the goal is to present the exact words from the source. This means
preserving the original spelling, punctuation, and capitalization unless specific editorial changes are necessary
and clearly indicated. Chicago style offers specific guidelines for how to embed these quotations within your
text, depending on their length and the nature of the source material.

Short Quotations (Under Four Lines)

For short quotations, typically fewer than four lines of prose, Chicago style dictates that they be
incorporated directly into the text, enclosed in quotation marks. You should introduce these quotations with
your own words, creating a seamless flow. The citation follows the quotation, usually placed within the
sentence or at the end, depending on the chosen citation system.

For example, if you are quoting a sentence from a book, it would appear like this:

As Smith argues, "The impact of technology on society is undeniable and continues to shape our daily lives"
(Smith 2023, 15). This statement highlights the pervasive influence of modern advancements.

If using the Notes-Bibliography system, the note would appear here:

1. John Smith, The Digital Age (New York: Publisher, 2023), 15.

Long Quotations (Block Quotes)

When a quotation exceeds four lines of prose or ten lines of poetry, Chicago style requires it to be formatted
as a block quote. This means the quotation is indented from the left margin, without quotation marks, and
presented as a separate block of text. The citation typically follows the final punctuation mark of the
quotation, with a period preceding the note or parenthetical information.

Here is an example of a block quote:

In his seminal work, Jones explored the intricate relationship between nature and human development:

The wilderness, untamed and vast, served not merely as a backdrop for human endeavor but as an
active participant in shaping cultural narratives and individual psyches. Its rugged beauty and
inherent dangers fostered resilience, innovation, and a profound sense of respect for the natural
world that modern society often overlooks.

(Jones 2020, 45)

For the Notes-Bibliography system, the corresponding note would be:

2. Sarah Jones, Echoes of the Wild (London: Academic Press, 2020), 45.



Quoting Dialogue and Plays

When quoting dialogue from a novel or a play, Chicago style generally treats it as prose, following the
rules for short or long quotations. However, if you are quoting extensively from a play and wish to indicate
character names, specific formatting might be employed, though standard prose integration is more common for
shorter excerpts.

Consider this example from a fictional play:

The protagonist expressed her frustration directly: "I cannot bear this waiting any longer! The suspense is
slowly consuming me." (Miller 1998, 22).

The corresponding note for this would be:

3. Arthur Miller, The Waiting Game (New York: Dramatists Publishing, 1998), 22.

Quoting Poetry

Quoting poetry requires special attention to line breaks and stanza divisions. Short quotations of poetry are
integrated into the text, with a slash (/) followed by a space separating lines of poetry. Longer quotations
of poetry are formatted as block quotes, preserving their original lineation.

A short poetic excerpt might look like this:

The poet beautifully captured the essence of solitude with lines like "The moon, a pale orb / casting shadows
long" (Eliot 1955, 34). The imagery evokes a sense of quiet contemplation.

The note for this would be:

4. T.S. Eliot, Collected Poems (New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1955), 34.

Paraphrased and Summarized Material in Chicago Style

Even when you are not quoting directly, but rather paraphrasing or summarizing an author's ideas in your own
words, Chicago style still requires a citation. This ensures that the reader knows the origin of the ideas, even
if the exact wording is different. The citation format for paraphrased material is generally the same as for
direct quotations, appearing at the end of the sentence or clause containing the paraphrased information.

For instance, if you are explaining an idea from a source without using its exact words:

Smith's research indicates that the proliferation of digital media has fundamentally altered how individuals
interact and perceive information, a trend that shows no signs of abating (Smith 2023, 18-19). This shift
necessitates a reevaluation of traditional communication models.

The corresponding note here would be:

5. Smith, The Digital Age, 18-19.

Indirect Sources (Quoting Someone Quoted Elsewhere)

An indirect source, also known as a second-hand source, occurs when you cite a work that quotes or
mentions another source, and you yourself have not consulted the original. Chicago style generally advises
against using indirect sources whenever possible, encouraging you to find and cite the original material.
However, when unavoidable, you must clearly indicate that the information comes from an indirect source.



You would typically cite the secondary source and then note that you are quoting it for the original
author's words:

According to historian David Lee, who cites an earlier work by Johnson, "the economic policies of the era were
remarkably short-sighted" (Johnson, quoted in Lee 2018, 78). This assessment provides a critical perspective
on historical economic decisions.

The note would reflect this structure:

6. Quoted in David Lee, Economic Legacies (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018), 78.

Punctuation and Placement of Quotations

The placement of punctuation relative to quotation marks and citations is a common area of confusion in
Chicago style. Generally, commas and periods that are part of the original text should be placed inside the
closing quotation marks. Other punctuation marks, such as question marks and exclamation points, are placed
inside the quotation marks if they are part of the quoted material and outside if they are part of your own
sentence.

Here's an example demonstrating punctuation placement:

The researcher asked, "What are the primary drivers of this phenomenon?" (Chen 2021, 55). Her inquiry led to
significant findings.

In this case, the question mark belongs to the quoted material, so it is inside the quotation marks.

Consider another scenario:

Did the author truly believe that "the outcome was inevitable" (Garcia 2019, 112)? This question lingers in
the reader's mind.

Here, the question mark at the end of the sentence is part of your own sentence, not the quotation, so it is
placed outside the quotation marks.

The Role of Notes and Bibliography in Chicago Style Citations

The Notes-Bibliography system is a cornerstone of historical and humanities research. It involves using
superscript numbers in the text to refer to detailed notes, typically placed at the bottom of the page or at the
end of the document. A bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, appears at the end of the work.

Notes-Bibliography System Examples

The notes provide full bibliographic information for the first citation of a source, with subsequent citations
using a shortened form.

First note for a book:

1. Eleanor Vance, The Art of Interpretation (Boston: Beacon Press, 2022), 78.

Subsequent note for the same book:

2. Vance, Art of Interpretation, 92.



First note for a journal article:

3. Marcus Bellweather, "Urban Development and Social Stratification," Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 3
(2021): 345. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.987654.

Subsequent note for the same article:

4. Bellweather, "Urban Development," 350.

Bibliography Examples

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the notes, formatted for ease of reference.

Bibliography entry for a book:

Vance, Eleanor. The Art of Interpretation. Boston: Beacon Press, 2022.

Bibliography entry for a journal article:

Bellweather, Marcus. "Urban Development and Social Stratification." Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 3
(2021): 340-360. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.987654.

Bibliography entry for a website:

National Archives. "Founding Documents." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs.

Author-Date System Examples

The Author-Date system, more common in social sciences, uses in-text parenthetical citations consisting of the
author's last name and the year of publication, along with page numbers when necessary. A reference list at the
end of the document provides full bibliographic details for all cited sources.

Author-Date System Examples

In-text citation for a book:

The analysis reveals a significant correlation between educational attainment and economic mobility (Smith
2023, 55).

Reference list entry for the same book:

Smith, John. 2023. The Digital Age. New York: Publisher.

In-text citation for a journal article:

Previous studies have demonstrated a complex interplay between environmental factors and human health
(Jones and Brown 2020, 122).

Reference list entry for the same journal article:

Jones, Sarah, and Robert Brown. 2020. "Environmental Impacts on Public Health." Public Health Quarterly
30, no. 2: 115-130.



Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Quotations

Writers often encounter challenges when implementing Chicago style for quotations. One common issue is the
improper integration of quotations, leading to choppy sentences or awkward phrasing. Another is incorrect
punctuation, particularly around quotation marks and citation elements. Over-reliance on block quotes or,
conversely, failing to use them when appropriate, also presents problems. Ensuring consistent application of
either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system throughout a document is crucial.

Here are some frequent errors to avoid:

Failing to introduce quotations smoothly into your own prose.

Incorrectly placing punctuation with quotation marks and citation details.

Using block quotes for very short passages or omitting them for long passages.

Omitting necessary citation information, such as author, year, or page number.

Inconsistent formatting between notes and bibliography or reference list.

Conclusion: Mastering Chicago Style for Effective Scholarship

Adhering to Chicago style examples for quotations is fundamental for producing credible and professional
academic work. By understanding the principles of integrating direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, and managing
indirect sources, writers can ensure clarity and accuracy. Whether employing the detailed Notes-Bibliography
system or the concise Author-Date system, precision in punctuation, formatting, and citation details is key.
Consistent practice and careful attention to the guidelines within the Chicago Manual of Style will equip you
to effectively incorporate sources and strengthen your scholarly contributions.

FAQ

Q: How do I format a quotation that is longer than four lines in Chicago
style?
A: In Chicago style, quotations exceeding four lines of prose are formatted as block quotes. This means the
entire quotation is indented from the left margin, typically by half an inch, and is presented without quotation
marks. The citation follows the final punctuation of the block quote.

Q: What is the difference between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems in Chicago style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, with a bibliography at
the end. The Author-Date system uses in-text parenthetical citations (Author Year, Page) and a reference list
at the end of the document. The Notes-Bibliography system is more common in the humanities, while Author-Date
is prevalent in social sciences.



Q: How should I punctuate a quotation that ends with a question mark?
A: If the question mark is part of the original quoted material, it should be placed inside the closing quotation
marks. If your own sentence is a question and the quotation within it is not, then the question mark belongs
outside the quotation marks.

Q: Can I use an indirect source if I cannot find the original material?
A: Chicago style advises against using indirect sources whenever possible. However, if you must use one, you
should cite the secondary source that contains the quotation and clearly indicate that you are quoting
someone quoted elsewhere, for example, by using "quoted in" or "cited in" in your note.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style?
A: Citing a website in Chicago style involves providing the author (if known), title of the page or article, name
of the website, publication date (if available), and the URL. For the Notes-Bibliography system, you also
include an access date. For the Author-Date system, you would include the year in your in-text citation and
reference list.

Q: How do I handle ellipses when quoting in Chicago style?
A: When omitting words from a quotation, use three spaced periods (. . .) to indicate the omission. If the
omission occurs at the end of a sentence, you would use four periods: the period of the original sentence
followed by three spaced periods for the ellipsis. Always ensure the ellipsis accurately reflects the original
text.

Q: Do I need to cite paraphrased material in Chicago style?
A: Yes, absolutely. Even when you are paraphrasing or summarizing an author's ideas in your own words, you
must still provide a citation to give credit to the original source. The citation format for paraphrased
material is the same as for direct quotations.

Q: What are block quotes, and when should I use them?
A: Block quotes are long quotations (four or more lines of prose, or ten or more lines of poetry) that are set
apart from the main text by indenting them and omitting quotation marks. They are used to highlight extended
passages from a source and should be introduced with a colon or a transitional phrase.
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