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Chicago Style Examples for Formatting Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style examples for formatting citations are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism.
This guide provides a detailed overview of the Chicago Manual of Style,
focusing on its two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. We will explore common source types and
demonstrate their correct formatting, covering everything from books and
journal articles to websites and interviews. Understanding these chicago
style examples will enhance the credibility and clarity of your research,
making it easier for your readers to locate and verify your sources.
Navigating the intricacies of academic citation can be challenging, but with
clear examples, you can master this essential skill. This article aims to
demystify chicago style examples for formatting citations by offering
practical, actionable guidance.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, each
with its own approach to acknowledging sources within a text and compiling a
list of those sources. The choice between these systems often depends on the
academic discipline, the specific publication venue, or the instructor's
preference. Understanding the core differences between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system is the first step in correctly
applying chicago style examples for formatting citations.

The Notes and Bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes to refer to sources directly within the text.



A full bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, appears at the
end of the work. This system allows for more detailed commentary or
explanation within the notes themselves, separate from the main body of the
text. The Author-Date system, commonly used in the social sciences and
natural sciences, employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the year of publication. This is followed by a
reference list at the end, which includes all cited sources, again
alphabetized by author's last name.

The Notes and Bibliography System: In-Text
Citations and Bibliography Entries
This system is characterized by its use of superscript numbers within the
text, which correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or
endnotes collected at the end of the document. The primary goal is to provide
immediate or easily accessible source information without disrupting the flow
of the main text. Following the Notes and Bibliography system requires
careful attention to both the initial full citation and subsequent shortened
versions.

Basic Book Citation Examples (Notes and
Bibliography)
Citing books is fundamental to academic research. Whether it's a scholarly
monograph, an edited volume, or a chapter within a larger work, the Chicago
Manual of Style provides clear guidelines. The first citation of a source in
a note should be complete, providing all necessary bibliographic information.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened for brevity.

First Note Citation (Book):
1. Robert Darnton, The Kiss of Lamourette: Reflections in Cultural
History (New York: W. W. Norton, 1990), 45.

Subsequent Note Citation (Same Book):
2. Darnton, Kiss of Lamourette, 112.

Bibliography Entry (Book):
Darnton, Robert. The Kiss of Lamourette: Reflections in Cultural
History. New York: W. W. Norton, 1990.

Chapter in an Edited Book (Note):



3. Roland Greene, "Metaphor and Imagination," in The Cambridge Companion
to Renaissance Poetry, ed. Patrick Cheney and Peter C. Herman
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 133.

Chapter in an Edited Book (Bibliography):
Greene, Roland. "Metaphor and Imagination." In The Cambridge Companion
to Renaissance Poetry, edited by Patrick Cheney and Peter C. Herman,
130-45. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Journal Article Citation Examples (Notes and
Bibliography)
Journal articles are a cornerstone of scholarly communication. Proper
citation of these sources is essential for giving credit and enabling readers
to find the original research. The key elements include author, article
title, journal title, volume, issue, date, and page numbers.

First Note Citation (Journal Article):
4. Lorraine Daston, "The Empire of Observation in Early Modern Science,"
Isis 102, no. 3 (September 2011): 406.

Subsequent Note Citation (Same Article):
5. Daston, "Empire of Observation," 410.

Bibliography Entry (Journal Article):
Daston, Lorraine. "The Empire of Observation in Early Modern Science."
Isis 102, no. 3 (September 2011): 405-23.

Article Accessed Online (Note):
6. John Smith, "The Evolution of Modern Computing," Journal of Computer
Science 15, no. 1 (Spring 2019): 55,
https://www.journalofcomputerscience.com/smith_evolution.

Article Accessed Online (Bibliography):
Smith, John. "The Evolution of Modern Computing." Journal of Computer
Science 15, no. 1 (Spring 2019): 50-70.
https://www.journalofcomputerscience.com/smith_evolution.



Website and Online Source Citation Examples (Notes
and Bibliography)
The digital age has introduced a vast array of online sources, from websites
and blogs to digital archives and online reports. Chicago style provides
specific formats for these, emphasizing the importance of access dates and
URLs. When citing online content, it's crucial to provide as much information
as possible to allow readers to locate the material.

Website Page (Note):
7. "The History of the Internet," Internet Society, accessed October 26,
2023, https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

Website Page (Bibliography):
Internet Society. "The History of the Internet." Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

Online Report (Note):
8. World Health Organization, Global Status Report on Noncommunicable
Diseases 2022 (Geneva: World Health Organization, 2022), 34,
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240060299.

Online Report (Bibliography):
World Health Organization. Global Status Report on Noncommunicable
Diseases 2022. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2022.
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240060299.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and
Reference List Entries
The Author-Date system offers a more concise approach to in-text citation,
directly embedding author and date information within the prose. This system
is particularly useful when the flow of the argument is paramount, and
extensive notes could prove distracting. The accompanying reference list
serves the same purpose as the bibliography in the Notes and Bibliography
system: to provide a comprehensive record of all sources used.



Basic Book Citation Examples (Author-Date)
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief and direct, allowing
readers to quickly identify the source and year of publication. The reference
list then provides the full details for each source.

In-Text Citation (Book):
Scholars often point to the early stages of scientific inquiry (Darnton
1990, 45).

Reference List Entry (Book):
Darnton, Robert. 1990. The Kiss of Lamourette: Reflections in Cultural
History. New York: W. W. Norton.

Chapter in an Edited Book (In-Text):
The role of metaphor in poetic composition has been widely discussed
(Greene 2007, 133).

Chapter in an Edited Book (Reference List):
Greene, Roland. 2007. "Metaphor and Imagination." In The Cambridge
Companion to Renaissance Poetry, edited by Patrick Cheney and Peter C.
Herman, 130-45. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Journal Article Citation Examples (Author-Date)
Journal articles are cited efficiently in the Author-Date system, with the
in-text citation pointing directly to the specific work and publication year.
The reference list expands upon this with full bibliographic details.

In-Text Citation (Journal Article):
The practice of detailed observation was central to early scientific
development (Daston 2011, 406).

Reference List Entry (Journal Article):
Daston, Lorraine. 2011. "The Empire of Observation in Early Modern
Science." Isis 102, no. 3 (September): 405-23.

Article Accessed Online (In-Text):



New advancements in computing continue to push the boundaries of what is
possible (Smith 2019, 55).

Article Accessed Online (Reference List):
Smith, John. 2019. "The Evolution of Modern Computing." Journal of
Computer Science 15, no. 1 (Spring): 50-70.
https://www.journalofcomputerscience.com/smith_evolution.

Website and Online Source Citation Examples (Author-
Date)
Citing online sources in the Author-Date system follows the same principle of
conciseness in-text, with the reference list providing the complete details.
For sources without a clear author, the title or organization name is used.

Website Page (In-Text):
The origins of the internet can be traced back to early networking
experiments (Internet Society n.d.).

Website Page (Reference List):
Internet Society. n.d. "The History of the Internet." Accessed October
26, 2023. https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

Online Report (In-Text):
Recent global health data highlight significant challenges (World Health
Organization 2022, 34).

Online Report (Reference List):
World Health Organization. 2022. Global Status Report on Noncommunicable
Diseases 2022. Geneva: World Health Organization.
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240060299.

Citing Other Common Source Types
Beyond books and journal articles, academic work frequently draws upon a
diverse range of materials. Chicago style offers specific guidance for these



as well, ensuring consistency and clarity across all your citations. This
section covers some of the more frequently encountered source types,
providing essential chicago style examples for formatting citations.

Newspaper Article (Notes and Bibliography):
Note: Sarah Kliff, "The Problem with Medical Bills," New York Times,
October 25, 2023,
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/25/business/medical-bills.html.

Bibliography: Kliff, Sarah. "The Problem with Medical Bills." New York
Times, October 25, 2023.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/25/business/medical-bills.html.

Newspaper Article (Author-Date):
In-text: (Kliff 2023)

Reference List: Kliff, Sarah. 2023. "The Problem with Medical Bills."
New York Times, October 25, 2023.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/25/business/medical-bills.html.

Interview (Notes and Bibliography):
Note: Interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, June 15, 2023, Chicago, IL.

Bibliography: Reed, Evelyn. Interview by author. June 15, 2023. Chicago,
IL.

Interview (Author-Date):
In-text: (Reed 2023)

Reference List: Reed, Evelyn. 2023. Interview by author. June 15, 2023.
Chicago, IL.

Film or Television Program (Notes and Bibliography):
Note: The Social Dilemma, directed by Jeff Orlowski, Netflix, 2020.

Bibliography: The Social Dilemma. Directed by Jeff Orlowski. Netflix,
2020.

Film or Television Program (Author-Date):
In-text: (Orlowski 2020)



Reference List: Orlowski, Jeff, dir. 2020. The Social Dilemma. Netflix.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes
When employing the Notes and Bibliography system, the precise formatting of
footnotes and endnotes is paramount. Each note begins with a superscript
number that directly follows the punctuation of the text it refers to. The
note itself, whether at the bottom of the page or at the end of the document,
starts with the same number, followed by a period or a parenthesis, then the
citation information. The first time a source is cited, the note should
include full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source
are typically shortened.

A common structure for a first-time note citation includes the author's first
and last name, the title of the work, publication information (place,
publisher, year), and specific page numbers. For subsequent notes, you can
often use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the
page number. This approach helps maintain clarity while reducing redundancy.
Correctly formatting these notes ensures that your readers can easily trace
your information back to its origin.

Creating a Bibliography and Reference List
Whether you are using the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date
system, a comprehensive list of all cited sources at the end of your work is
essential. This list provides a complete record for your readers to consult.
The bibliography, used with the Notes and Bibliography system, lists all
sources cited in the notes, ordered alphabetically by the author's last name.
Each entry typically includes the author's full name, the title of the work,
and full publication details.

The reference list, used with the Author-Date system, also lists all cited
sources alphabetically by author's last name. However, the format of each
entry differs slightly. The author's last name comes first, followed by their
first name, then the publication year in parentheses. The title of the work
follows, and then the publication details. In both cases, consistency in
formatting is crucial. Adhering to these guidelines makes your research
transparent and credible.

Consistency is Key: Best Practices for Chicago



Style
Mastering chicago style examples for formatting citations hinges on one
critical principle: consistency. Whether you choose the Notes and
Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, the format you adopt for a
particular element must be applied uniformly throughout your entire document.
Inconsistencies can undermine the professionalism of your work and confuse
your readers. This means consistently using the same style for names,
punctuation, capitalization, and spacing for all similar types of sources.

Before you begin writing, it is advisable to consult the latest edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable style guide that adheres to its
principles. Pay close attention to the specific requirements for different
source types and the nuances between footnotes/endnotes and parenthetical
citations. When in doubt, refer back to the manual. A meticulous approach to
citation not only demonstrates your attention to detail but also strengthens
the scholarly integrity of your research, making your arguments more
persuasive and your findings more readily verifiable.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between the
Chicago Notes and Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations of author and year. Both
systems conclude with a list of all sources cited (a bibliography for the
former, a reference list for the latter).

Q: How do I cite a source that I found online in
Chicago style?
A: When citing online sources, always try to include the author (if
available), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the
website or organization, the publication date (if available), the date you
accessed it, and the URL. For the Notes and Bibliography system, the access
date and URL are crucial. For the Author-Date system, the access date is also
important, and the URL is provided in the reference list.

Q: What is the correct way to format a bibliography



entry for a book in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes and Bibliography system, a book bibliography entry typically
includes: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. For the Author-Date system, it's
Author's Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

Q: Should I include the DOI for journal articles in
my Chicago style citations?
A: Yes, if a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is available for a journal
article, it is highly recommended to include it in both the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. It provides a stable and
persistent link to the article, making it easier for readers to locate.

Q: How do I handle citing a source with multiple
authors in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes and Bibliography system, the first note cites all authors up
to a certain number (often three or four), then uses "et al." For subsequent
notes and the bibliography, the formatting depends on the number of authors.
For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation usually uses "et al." for
three or more authors, and the reference list provides all authors' names
according to specific guidelines.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?
A: Both are superscript numbers within the text that correspond to a
citation. A footnote appears at the bottom of the page where the citation is
mentioned, while an endnote is collected at the end of the document or
chapter. The content of the citation is identical in both cases.

Q: How do I cite a website where there is no clear
author or publication date?
A: If there is no author, use the name of the organization responsible for
the website. If there is no publication date, use "n.d." (for no date) in
place of the date. Always include the access date for online sources.
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