
chicago style examples for footnotes
and bibliography
chicago style examples for footnotes and bibliography are essential for
academic and professional writing that adheres to the widely recognized
Chicago Manual of Style. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies
of citing sources correctly, providing clear and actionable examples for both
footnotes and bibliography entries. Understanding these nuances is crucial
for maintaining academic integrity, allowing readers to verify your research,
and enhancing the credibility of your work. We will explore common source
types, from books and journal articles to websites and archival materials,
demonstrating precise formatting for each. The aim is to equip writers with
the knowledge to confidently implement Chicago style, ensuring their
citations are accurate, consistent, and easily navigable for any audience.
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Understanding Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago
Style
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citing sources:
the NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY system and the AUTHOR-DATE system. This article
focuses on the NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY system, which uses either footnotes
(appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (appearing at the end of
the document). Both systems serve the same purpose: to acknowledge the
original sources of information and provide readers with the necessary
details to locate those sources. Footnotes are generally preferred in
disciplines that rely heavily on detailed commentary or frequent citations,
such as history and literature, while endnotes offer a slightly cleaner page
appearance.

When a citation is first introduced, a footnote or endnote provides the
complete bibliographic information for that source. Subsequent citations of
the same source can then be shortened to a brief form, typically including
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number. This practice prevents redundancy and makes the notes more concise.



The key is to ensure that the brief note can still uniquely identify the
source from your bibliography.

Crafting a Chicago Style Bibliography
The bibliography, which is always placed at the end of the document, provides
a complete, alphabetized list of all sources cited within the text. Unlike
the footnotes, which might contain full information for the first mention of
a source, the bibliography entry is always a full bibliographic record. This
allows readers to quickly identify and locate all the materials consulted and
referenced in your work. The organization of the bibliography is alphabetical
by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by
the first significant word of the title.

Each entry in the bibliography follows a specific structure dictated by the
type of source. The general principle is to provide enough information for
someone to find the source without ambiguity. This includes elements such as
author(s), title, publication details (publisher, date, location for books;
journal title, volume, issue, date, page numbers for articles), and URLs or
DOIs for online materials. Consistency in formatting within the bibliography
is paramount to the overall professionalism of the document.

Examples for Common Source Types: Books
Citing books is a fundamental aspect of Chicago style. The format for a book
footnote or endnote differs slightly from the bibliography entry, primarily
in the inclusion of specific page numbers in the note. For the first citation
of a book in a footnote or endnote, you will typically include the author’s
full name, the full title of the book (italicized), publication information
(city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

In the bibliography, the author's last name comes first, followed by their
first name. The title is also italicized, but the publication information is
presented differently. Here are some examples:

Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): Stephen Greenblatt, The Swerve: How
the World Became Modern (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2011), 12.

Bibliography Entry: Greenblatt, Stephen. The Swerve: How the World
Became Modern. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2011.

Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): Greenblatt, The Swerve, 45.

Footnote/Endnote (Same Page): Ibid., 45.

Bibliography Entry (Two Authors): Smith, John, and Jane Doe. An
Introduction to Chicago Style. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,



2020.

Examples for Common Source Types: Journal
Articles
Citing academic journal articles is crucial for scholarly work. The footnote
or endnote for a journal article will include the author(s), the article
title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and
issue number, the publication year, and the specific page number(s) cited.
For online articles, a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL is often
included.

The bibliography entry for a journal article mirrors this information but
omits the specific page number of the citation and instead lists the full
range of pages for the article. The author's last name is listed first in the
bibliography. Again, consistency in punctuation and capitalization is key.

Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): Michael Pollan, "The Botany of
Desire: A Plant's-Eye View of the World," The American Scholar 70, no. 3
(Summer 2001): 32.

Bibliography Entry: Pollan, Michael. "The Botany of Desire: A Plant's-
Eye View of the World." The American Scholar 70, no. 3 (Summer 2001):
32-48.

Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): Pollan, "The Botany of Desire,"
35.

Bibliography Entry (with DOI): Johnson, Emily. "The Evolution of Digital
Humanities." Journal of Digital Scholarship 15, no. 2 (2018): 112-130.
doi:10.1080/12345678.2018.987654.

Examples for Common Source Types: Websites
Citing online sources, including websites, has become increasingly important.
The format for a website footnote or endnote should include the author or
organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), and the
URL. The date the page was last updated or accessed is also highly
recommended, especially if the content is dynamic.

In the bibliography, the structure is similar, but if there is no author, the
entry begins with the title of the page. The website's name is italicized.



It's crucial to include the date you accessed the material, as web content
can change frequently.

Footnote/Endnote: "The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Modern
Society," The Brookings Institution, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/artificial-intelligence/.

Bibliography Entry: Brookings Institution. "The Impact of Artificial
Intelligence on Modern Society." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/artificial-intelligence/.

Footnote/Endnote (Author specified): Jane Doe, "Understanding Climate
Change," NASA Climate, updated January 15, 2023,
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/.

Bibliography Entry (Author specified): Doe, Jane. "Understanding Climate
Change." NASA Climate. Updated January 15, 2023.
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/.

Examples for Common Source Types: Edited
Volumes and Chapters
When citing a chapter or essay within an edited book, the footnote or endnote
requires the author of the chapter, the chapter title (in quotation marks),
the word "in," the title of the edited book (italicized), the editor's
name(s) preceded by "ed." or "eds.," and the page range of the chapter,
followed by publication details.

The bibliography entry follows a similar pattern, but the editor's name(s)
are presented in the standard order (first name, last name) after the word
"edited by." The page range for the chapter is crucial for the bibliography
entry.

Footnote/Endnote: Edward Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," in
Orientalism: After Orientalism, ed. Michael Ryan (London: Routledge,
2004), 215.

Bibliography Entry: Said, Edward. "Orientalism Reconsidered." In
Orientalism: After Orientalism, edited by Michael Ryan, 210-230. London:
Routledge, 2004.

Footnote/Endnote (Multiple Editors): Alice Johnson, "The Future of Urban
Planning," in Global Cities, Global Futures, eds. Ben Carter and Sarah
Lee, 78.

Bibliography Entry (Multiple Editors): Johnson, Alice. "The Future of
Urban Planning." In Global Cities, Global Futures, edited by Ben Carter



and Sarah Lee, 75-95. New York: Urban Publishing, 2019.

Examples for Common Source Types: Dissertations
and Theses
Academic dissertations and theses are often cited in scholarly works. The
footnote or endnote will include the author's name, the title of the
dissertation (italicized), the fact that it is a dissertation or thesis, the
university, and the year. For unpublished dissertations, the date of
completion is essential. If the dissertation has been published, include that
information as well.

The bibliography entry mirrors this, with the author's last name first, and
the information about it being a dissertation or thesis clearly stated. The
year of completion is a mandatory element for these types of sources in the
bibliography.

Footnote/Endnote: Maria Garcia, "The Sociolinguistic Landscape of
Bilingual Education" (PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley,
2018), 150.

Bibliography Entry: Garcia, Maria. "The Sociolinguistic Landscape of
Bilingual Education." PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley,
2018.

Footnote/Endnote (Master's Thesis): David Chen, "An Analysis of
Renewable Energy Policies" (MA thesis, Stanford University, 2020), 88.

Bibliography Entry (Master's Thesis): Chen, David. "An Analysis of
Renewable Energy Policies." MA thesis, Stanford University, 2020.

Examples for Common Source Types: Archival
Materials
Citing materials found in archives, such as manuscripts, letters, or
government documents, requires a specific approach. The footnote or endnote
should clearly identify the collection, the item within the collection, the
archive name, and the location of the archive. For specific documents,
providing a box or folder number can be very helpful for retrieval.

The bibliography entry for archival materials might be less common, as these
sources are often used for highly specialized research. However, if included,
it should provide a clear and concise description of the material and its



location. The aim is to allow another researcher to find the exact same
material.

Footnote/Endnote: Abraham Lincoln to Mary Todd Lincoln, August 15, 1863,
Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., Box 42.

Bibliography Entry: Lincoln, Abraham. Letter to Mary Todd Lincoln,
August 15, 1863. Abraham Lincoln Papers. Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C.

Footnote/Endnote (Report): "Report on Agricultural Production,"
Department of Agriculture, National Archives, College Park, MD, Record
Group 54, File 3B.

Bibliography Entry (Report): Department of Agriculture. "Report on
Agricultural Production." Record Group 54, File 3B. National Archives,
College Park, MD.

Formatting Specifics: Author Names, Titles, and
Publication Information
The nuances of Chicago style extend to the precise formatting of author
names, titles, and publication details. For author names, in footnotes and
endnotes, the first name precedes the last name. In the bibliography, this is
reversed, with the last name preceding the first name for the primary author
of a work. For subsequent authors, the first name usually precedes the last
name.

Titles of books and journals are always italicized. Titles of articles,
chapters, and individual web pages are enclosed in quotation marks.
Publication information for books includes the city of publication, the
publisher, and the year. For journals, it includes the journal title, volume,
issue, and publication date. Ensuring these elements are correctly formatted
and punctuated significantly contributes to the clarity and professionalism
of your citations.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style
Citation
The overarching principle in applying the Chicago Manual of Style,
particularly for footnotes and bibliography examples, is consistency.
Regardless of the source type, once you establish a format for a particular
element, you must adhere to it throughout your entire document.
Inconsistencies can confuse readers and detract from the credibility of your



work. Whether it’s the capitalization of titles, the placement of commas, or
the use of abbreviations, meticulous attention to detail is paramount.

Adopting a consistent citation style demonstrates a commitment to academic
rigor and scholarly practice. It shows that you have carefully considered how
to present your sources and have applied the rules of the Chicago style with
precision. This consistency not only aids readers in navigating your sources
but also reflects positively on the overall quality and professionalism of
your research and writing. Familiarizing yourself with a comprehensive style
guide and practicing its application is the most effective way to master
Chicago style citation.

Q: What is the main difference between a Chicago
style footnote and a bibliography entry?
A: The main difference lies in the level of detail provided and the purpose.
A footnote (or endnote) provides a citation at the point where a source is
mentioned in the text, often including specific page numbers. It's designed
for immediate reference. The bibliography entry, on the other hand, is a
comprehensive, alphabetized list at the end of the document that provides
full bibliographic details for all cited sources, allowing readers to locate
them easily. Footnotes also typically include the full name of the author for
the first mention, while the bibliography reverses this for the primary
author.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no clear author
or publication date in Chicago style?
A: If a website has no author, you start the citation with the title of the
page or article. If there is no publication date, you use the access date. In
a footnote or endnote, the format would be: "Title of Page." Name of Website.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL. For the bibliography, it would be: "Title of
Page." Name of Website. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source that has
been cited before in Chicago style footnotes?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source in Chicago style footnotes or
endnotes, you use a shortened form. This typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (italicized), and the specific page
number(s). For example: Greenblatt, The Swerve, 45. If you cite the same
source twice in a row with no other intervening citations, you can use
"Ibid." followed by the page number.



Q: How do I format the bibliography for sources with
multiple authors in Chicago style?
A: For sources with up to ten authors, all authors' names should be listed in
the bibliography. The first author is listed by last name, then first name.
Subsequent authors are listed by first name, then last name. For sources with
more than ten authors, you list the first seven authors followed by "et al."
in the bibliography.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal article
in Chicago style footnotes and bibliography?
A: No, the title of a journal article itself is not italicized in Chicago
style. Instead, it is placed within quotation marks. The title of the journal
in which the article appears, however, should be italicized.

Q: What is the purpose of the DOI in a Chicago style
citation?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier for
electronic documents. In Chicago style, it serves as a stable and reliable
way to locate online journal articles and other digital resources, especially
when URLs might change or become defunct. It's generally preferred over a URL
when available.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor instead of an
author in Chicago style?
A: When citing a book primarily identified by its editor, the
footnote/endnote will start with the editor's name, followed by "ed." or
"eds." The title of the book will be italicized, followed by publication
details. In the bibliography, the editor's name is listed as "Editor's First
Name Editor's Last Name, ed(s)." followed by the italicized book title and
publication information.

Q: Can I use "et al." for authors in Chicago style
footnotes and endnotes?
A: Yes, you can use "et al." in footnotes and endnotes for sources with
multiple authors if it simplifies the citation, especially after the first
mention. However, the Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends listing
all authors for the first footnote/endnote citation of a work if there are
three or fewer authors. For sources with more authors, consult the latest
edition of the manual for specific guidance, but using "et al." is common
practice for brevity in subsequent notes.
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