
chicago style examples for endnotes
chicago style examples for endnotes are a crucial element for academic and professional writers
adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of
creating accurate and compliant endnotes, covering various source types and common scenarios.
Understanding how to properly format these citations ensures academic integrity, avoids plagiarism,
and allows readers to easily locate the original sources of information. We will explore the
fundamental principles of Chicago style endnotes, distinguishing them from footnotes, and provide
clear, actionable examples for books, journal articles, websites, and more. Mastery of these citation
mechanics is essential for anyone seeking to produce scholarly work that meets rigorous citation
standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes

Chicago style endnotes are a system of citation where superscript numbers are placed in the text of
a document to indicate the source of a piece of information. These numbers correspond to a
numbered list of citations at the end of the document, titled "Notes" or "Endnotes." This method
allows for detailed referencing without interrupting the flow of the main text. It's a vital tool for
attributing ideas, facts, and quotations to their original authors, thereby giving credit where it is due
and enabling readers to verify the information presented.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is widely used in history, literature, and the arts, and its
endnote system is a cornerstone of its authoritative approach to academic writing. Writers must pay
close attention to the precise punctuation, order of elements, and formatting conventions to ensure
their endnotes are both correct and easily understood. This system not only prevents accidental
plagiarism but also enhances the credibility of the writer's work by demonstrating a thorough
engagement with existing scholarship.

Endnotes vs. Footnotes in Chicago Style

While often used interchangeably in casual conversation, endnotes and footnotes represent distinct
citation methods within the Chicago style framework. Both serve the purpose of referencing sources,
but their placement differs significantly. Understanding this distinction is the first step toward



correct application.

Key Differences Between Endnotes and Footnotes
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made in the text, while endnotes
are compiled on a separate page (or pages) at the conclusion of the document. The Chicago Manual
of Style permits the use of either system, but consistency is paramount. The choice between
footnotes and endnotes often depends on the specific requirements of an academic institution,
publisher, or the writer's personal preference for readability.

The content of each note—whether a footnote or an endnote—follows the same formatting rules for
the first mention of a source and subsequent mentions. The primary divergence lies solely in their
physical location within the document. For example, a superscript number 1 in the text would lead to
the first footnote at the bottom of that page or the first endnote in the endnote section.

Basic Structure of a Chicago Style Endnote

The fundamental structure of a Chicago style endnote, particularly for the first citation of a source,
typically includes the author's name in the order of first name, last name, followed by the title of the
work, publication details, and page number(s). Subsequent citations of the same source are
significantly abbreviated for brevity.

The order of information, punctuation, and the use of italics or quotation marks are all critical
components. For instance, book titles are italicized, while article titles are placed in quotation
marks. The placement of commas and periods also follows strict guidelines to ensure clarity and
adherence to the style.

First Citation of a Source
When a source is cited for the first time in an endnote, it requires the complete bibliographic
information. This ensures that the reader has all necessary details to locate the original work. The
format generally includes:

Author's First Name Last Name.

Title of Book (or Title of Journal, etc.).

Publication City: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Page Number(s).

For articles, the journal title is italicized, and the article title is in quotation marks, with volume and
issue numbers and publication dates also included.



Subsequent Citations of the Same Source
To avoid redundancy, Chicago style employs shortened forms for subsequent citations of the same
source. This keeps the endnote section concise and manageable. The shortened form typically
includes:

Author's Last Name.

Shortened Title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author).

Page Number(s).

If a work is by a single author and there are no other works by that author in the bibliography or
endnotes, the author's last name and page number are often sufficient. However, including a
shortened title is good practice for clarity, especially in longer works.

Chicago Style Endnote Examples for Books

Citing books is a common requirement in academic writing, and Chicago style provides clear
guidelines for books with single authors, multiple authors, and edited volumes. Adhering to these
precise formats is essential for accuracy.

Book with One Author
For a book with a single author, the first citation includes the author's full name, the italicized book
title, publication city, publisher, year, and the specific page number referenced. Subsequent
citations will be shortened.

First Citation Example:

1. Michel Foucault, The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences (New York: Vintage
Books, 1994), 47.

Subsequent Citation Example:

2. Foucault, Order of Things, 112.

Book with Two or Three Authors
When a book has two or three authors, all authors' names are listed in the first citation. The first
author's name is in normal order (first name last name), while subsequent authors are in inverted
order (last name first name).

First Citation Example:

3. Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the
Sociology of Knowledge (Garden City, NY: Anchor Books, 1967), 98.



Book with More Than Three Authors
For books with more than three authors, the first citation lists the first author's name, followed by
"et al." (meaning "and others").

First Citation Example:

4. John Smith et al., A Comprehensive Guide to Citation Styles (London: Academic Press, 2020), 215.

Edited Book
When citing an edited book where you are referencing the book as a whole, you cite the editor(s). If
you are citing a specific chapter within an edited volume, the format changes to include the chapter
author and title.

First Citation Example (as a whole):

5. Harold Bloom, ed., Modern Critical Interpretations: F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby (New
York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1986).

Book Chapter or Essay in an Edited Collection
This is a crucial distinction. When you refer to a specific contribution within a larger edited work,
you must cite the author of that contribution and its title, along with the details of the collection.

First Citation Example:

6. Joan Didion, "Slouching Towards Bethlehem," in Slouching Towards Bethlehem (New York:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1968), 13.

Chicago Style Endnote Examples for Journal Articles

Journal articles are another frequently cited source type in academic research. The Chicago style for
journal articles requires specific details regarding the journal title, volume, issue, and publication
date, alongside author and article title.

Journal Article with a DOI
Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are unique alphanumeric strings that identify electronic documents.
When a journal article has a DOI, it should be included in the endnote for ease of access.

First Citation Example:

7. Sarah E. Thompson, "The Evolution of Digital Humanities," Journal of Modern Media 45, no. 3
(2019): 321. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2019.987654.

Subsequent Citation Example:

8. Thompson, "Digital Humanities," 325.



Journal Article without a DOI (Online)
If an online journal article does not have a DOI, the URL should be provided. It's also good practice
to include an access date if the content is likely to change or if the publication date is less clear.

First Citation Example:

9. David Chen, "Artificial Intelligence in Education," Educational Technology Review 12, no. 1
(2020): 55. Accessed January 15, 2023. http://www.edtechreview.org/ai-in-education.

Journal Article (Print)
For print journal articles, the citation omits the DOI or URL and focuses on the publication details as
they appear in the print version.

First Citation Example:

10. Maria Garcia, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Political Science Quarterly
78, no. 4 (2015): 520.

Chicago Style Endnote Examples for Websites and
Online Content

The digital age has made citing online sources essential. Chicago style for websites and online
content requires careful attention to author (if available), title of the specific page or article, the
name of the website, and the URL, along with an access date.

Web Page with an Author
When a web page lists a clear author, the citation structure is similar to other published works, but
with specific online elements.

First Citation Example:

11. John Doe, "Understanding Climate Change," National Geographic, last modified October 26,
2022,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understanding-climate-change.

Web Page without a Specific Author
If no individual author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the page or article, followed by
the name of the website and its URL.

First Citation Example:

12. "The Future of Renewable Energy," Renewable Energy Today, accessed January 15, 2023,
https://www.renewableenergytoday.com/future-energy.



Online News Article
Online news articles require the author (if listed), the title of the article, the name of the publication,
and the URL.

First Citation Example:

13. Emily Carter, "New Policies Announced for Tech Startups," The Wall Street Journal, January 10,
2023, https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-policies-tech-startups.

Chicago Style Endnote Examples for Other Source
Types

Beyond books and articles, writers may need to cite a variety of other materials. Chicago style has
guidelines for these as well, ensuring a consistent approach to referencing all forms of information.

Conference Paper
Citing conference papers involves providing the author, the title of the paper, the name of the
conference, and the date and location where it was presented.

First Citation Example:

14. Anya Sharma, "Innovations in Sustainable Architecture" (paper presented at the International
Conference on Green Building, London, UK, November 15, 2022).

Dissertation or Thesis
For unpublished dissertations or theses, the citation includes the author, the title of the work, and
its designation as a dissertation or thesis, along with the university and year.

First Citation Example:

15. Michael Lee, "A Study of Urban Development Patterns" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2021).

Personal Communication
Personal communications, such as emails or interviews, are typically not included in a bibliography
but are cited in the notes. The format includes the type of communication, the recipient, and the
date.

Endnote Example:

16. Email from Jane Smith to author, January 12, 2023.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style
Endnotes

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style endnotes can present challenges, especially with less
common source types or when dealing with multiple works by the same author. Understanding these
common issues and their solutions is key to maintaining accuracy.

Works by the Same Author
When a writer has multiple works by the same author, it is crucial to distinguish them in the
endnotes. The Chicago style handles this by using a shortened title. If the author has multiple works
with the same or very similar shortened titles, a longer, more descriptive shortened title may be
necessary.

Example:

17. Foucault, History of Sexuality, vol. 1, The Will to Knowledge, 88.

18. Foucault, History of Sexuality, vol. 2, The Use of Pleasure, 150.

Works with No Author or Editor
For sources that lack a specific author or editor, the citation begins with the title of the work. This
applies to corporate authors as well, where the organization is treated as the author.

Example:

19. The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017).

Secondary Sources
When citing a work that discusses another work, and you have not consulted the original source
yourself, Chicago style recommends citing the secondary source directly. However, in the note, you
can indicate that you are citing the source indirectly.

Example:

20. Quoted in John Adams, The Legacy of Shakespeare (London: Penguin Books, 2005), 72, citing
Harold Bloom, Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human (New York: Riverhead Books, 1998).

The importance of consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style cannot be overstated,
as guidelines and examples can be updated. However, the fundamental principles of providing clear,
accurate, and consistently formatted citations remain constant.

The Importance of Consistency in Endnote Formatting

Regardless of the specific Chicago style examples used, the most critical aspect of endnote



preparation is maintaining absolute consistency. Inconsistent formatting can lead to confusion for
readers, detract from the professionalism of the work, and may even result in rejection by publishers
or academic review boards.

Every endnote should follow the same pattern for the first citation and subsequent citations.
Punctuation should be identical across all notes of the same source type. This meticulous attention
to detail demonstrates a writer's commitment to academic rigor and the clarity of their research
communication. If a particular source type is not covered by readily available examples, consulting
The Chicago Manual of Style directly or seeking guidance from a writing center or librarian is highly
recommended.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Endnotes

Q: What is the primary purpose of using endnotes in Chicago
style?
A: The primary purpose of using endnotes in Chicago style is to provide readers with clear and
detailed references to the sources of information used in a document, without interrupting the flow
of the main text. They allow for proper attribution of ideas, quotes, and data, thereby upholding
academic integrity and enabling further research.

Q: How do endnotes differ from footnotes in the Chicago
Manual of Style?
A: The fundamental difference between endnotes and footnotes in Chicago style lies in their
placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made in the text,
while endnotes are compiled on separate pages at the end of the document. Both follow the same
citation rules for content.

Q: What information is required for the first citation of a book
in a Chicago style endnote?
A: For the first citation of a book in a Chicago style endnote, you typically need the author's full
name, the italicized title of the book, the publication city, the publisher, the year of publication, and
the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Q: How are subsequent citations of the same source formatted
in Chicago style endnotes?
A: Subsequent citations of the same source in Chicago style endnotes are significantly abbreviated
for conciseness. They usually include the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if
necessary for clarity), and the page number(s).



Q: Should I include a DOI for online journal articles in
Chicago style endnotes?
A: Yes, if an online journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), you should include it in your
Chicago style endnote citation. The DOI provides a persistent link to the article and is the preferred
method of identification for online scholarly content.

Q: What is the recommended format for citing a website
without a specific author in Chicago style endnotes?
A: When citing a website without a specific author in Chicago style endnotes, the citation typically
begins with the title of the specific page or article, followed by the name of the website, the access
date, and the URL.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors in Chicago
style endnotes?
A: For books with two or three authors, list all authors in the first citation, with the first author's
name in normal order and subsequent authors in inverted order. For works with more than three
authors, list only the first author's name followed by "et al." in the first citation.

Q: Is it necessary to include an access date for online sources
in Chicago style endnotes?
A: Including an access date for online sources in Chicago style endnotes is often recommended,
especially if the content might change over time or if the publication date is unclear. It helps readers
locate the version of the content you consulted.
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