
chicago style examples for citing
anonymous authors
chicago style examples for citing anonymous authors present a unique challenge for writers
and researchers. Navigating these specific citation requirements is crucial for academic
integrity and clarity, especially when original authorship is not immediately apparent or
intentionally omitted. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of citing
anonymous works within the Chicago Manual of Style, covering both footnote/endnote and
author-date systems. We will explore how to handle various types of anonymous sources,
from books and articles to online content, and provide clear, actionable examples to ensure
your citations are accurate and conform to Chicago style. Understanding these distinctions
is vital for any scholar or writer aiming for precision in their academic work.
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Understanding Anonymous Authorship in Chicago
Style

When a work lacks a named author, Chicago style offers specific guidelines to ensure
readers can locate the source and understand its origin. The fundamental principle is to
substitute the author's name with a significant part of the title or, in some cases, the
organization responsible for the publication. This approach maintains consistency in citation
structure, making it easier for readers to follow your bibliographical references. The key is
to be thorough and to identify the most logical substitute for an author’s name according to
the Chicago Manual of Style.

The distinction between a work truly being anonymous and a work where the author's name
is simply omitted is important. For instance, some historical texts were intentionally
published without attribution, while other contemporary works might have their author’s
name withheld for specific reasons. Chicago style accommodates both scenarios by
prioritizing discoverability. Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the
author-date system, the treatment of anonymous works shares common underlying
principles, focusing on providing sufficient information for your reader.



Citing Anonymous Books

Citing anonymous books requires careful attention to the title and publication details. In the
notes-bibliography system, the full title of the book typically takes the place of the author’s
name in both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. This ensures that the primary
identifying element is the work itself. When citing a book without an author, the title
becomes the most prominent piece of information, guiding your reader directly to the
source.

Anonymous Books in Footnotes/Endnotes

When an anonymous book is referenced in a footnote or endnote, the format generally
begins with the title, followed by the publication information. The title should be italicized,
just as it would be if an author were listed. Subsequent citations of the same anonymous
work can be shortened, but they should still begin with the title. Remember to include the
page number if you are quoting directly or referring to a specific passage.

First Citation Example:
1. The Lost Art of Reading: An Essay on the Nature of Literature (New York: A.L. Burt
Company, 1909), 45.

Subsequent Citation Example:
2. Lost Art of Reading, 112.

Anonymous Books in the Bibliography

The bibliography entry for an anonymous book follows a similar pattern, beginning with the
italicized title. The author's name is omitted entirely, and the entry is alphabetized
according to the first significant word of the title. This means you will skip articles like "A,"
"An," and "The" when determining the alphabetical order. The aim is to make the
bibliography a functional tool for locating sources.

Bibliography Entry Example:
The Lost Art of Reading: An Essay on the Nature of Literature. New York: A.L. Burt
Company, 1909.

If the anonymous book is published by an organization that essentially acts as the author



(e.g., a government report or a handbook from a professional society), you would cite the
organization’s name in place of the author. This is common for corporate publications
where a specific individual author is not designated.

Citing Corporate Authorship

In cases where an organization or institution is responsible for a publication and no
individual author is named, the organization's name serves as the author. This applies to
books as well as other types of publications. The organizational name is placed at the
beginning of the citation, followed by the title and publication details.

Bibliography Entry Example (Corporate Author):
American Medical Association. Guidelines for Adolescent Health Care. Chicago: AMA
Press, 2020.

Footnote/Endnote Example (Corporate Author):
1. American Medical Association, Guidelines for Adolescent Health Care (Chicago: AMA
Press, 2020), 78.

Citing Anonymous Articles and Periodicals

Articles in journals, magazines, or newspapers that are published without a byline present
their own set of citation challenges. Similar to anonymous books, the title of the article will
typically substitute for the author’s name in Chicago style citations. This ensures that the
source can be identified and retrieved by your readers.

Anonymous Articles in Footnotes/Endnotes

For articles in periodicals where the author is not identified, the citation begins with the
article title, enclosed in quotation marks, followed by the periodical title (italicized) and the
publication details. Again, page numbers are essential for direct quotes or specific
references.

First Citation Example:
1. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Science Today, October 2023, 28.

Subsequent Citation Example:
2. "Future of Artificial Intelligence," 30.



Anonymous Articles in the Bibliography

In the bibliography, the entry for an anonymous article starts with the article title in
quotation marks. The periodical title follows, italicized, along with the volume, issue
number, date, and page range. The entry will be alphabetized by the first significant word
of the article title.

Bibliography Entry Example:
"The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Science Today, October 2023, 28-32.

When citing an editorial or opinion piece that is unsigned, you can often use the word
"Editorial" or "Anonymous" as a placeholder for the author’s name, but Chicago style
generally prefers using the title to substitute for the author when no name is present, even
for editorials. However, if the publication explicitly labels it as "Editorial" without a name,
that might be used in some contexts, though the title is the more standard approach.

Citing Anonymous Online Sources

The proliferation of online content means that citing anonymous sources on the web is
increasingly common. This includes blog posts, website pages, and online articles where an
author is not credited. The principles remain consistent: use the title as the primary
identifier and provide all necessary information for retrieval.

Anonymous Online Sources in Footnotes/Endnotes

For anonymous web pages or articles, the citation in the notes begins with the title of the
page or article in quotation marks, followed by the website name (if distinct from the title),
and the URL. The date of publication or last update, if available, is also included. A retrieval
date is often necessary for online sources that may change.

First Citation Example:
1. "Understanding Citation Styles," Academic Writing Guide, last modified March 15,
2023, https://www.academicwritingguide.com/citationstyles/anonymous.

Subsequent Citation Example:
2. "Understanding Citation Styles."



Anonymous Online Sources in the Bibliography

The bibliography entry for an anonymous online source will start with the title of the
webpage or article in quotation marks. This is followed by the website name (if applicable),
publication or last updated date, and the URL. If no publication date is available, you can
use "n.d." (no date) for the publication date and provide the retrieval date.

Bibliography Entry Example:
"Understanding Citation Styles." Academic Writing Guide. Last modified March 15,
2023. https://www.academicwritingguide.com/citationstyles/anonymous.

It's crucial to ascertain if a work is truly anonymous or if the author's name is simply not
immediately visible. Sometimes, an author might be listed at the end of an article or on a
different page of a website. Always perform a thorough check before concluding that a
source is anonymous.

The Author-Date System for Anonymous Works

While the notes-bibliography system is prevalent in humanities disciplines, the author-date
system is common in sciences and social sciences. The principles for citing anonymous
works remain largely the same: substitute the author's name with the title.

Anonymous Works in Author-Date Citations

In parenthetical citations within the text, you will use a shortened version of the title
instead of the author's last name. This shortened title should be italicized for books or in
quotation marks for articles, mirroring the practice in the notes-bibliography system. The
year of publication follows the title.

In-text Citation Example (Book):
(Lost Art of Reading 1909, 45)

In-text Citation Example (Article):
("Future of Artificial Intelligence" 2023, 28)



Anonymous Works in the Reference List

The reference list, which functions similarly to a bibliography in the author-date system, will
list anonymous works under the title. The entry will begin with the italicized book title or the
article title in quotation marks, followed by the publication year, and then the rest of the
publication information. Alphabetization is based on the first significant word of the title.

Reference List Entry Example (Book):
The Lost Art of Reading: An Essay on the Nature of Literature. 1909. New York: A.L.
Burt Company.

Reference List Entry Example (Article):
"The Future of Artificial Intelligence." 2023. Science Today, October, 28-32.

The author-date system emphasizes brevity in in-text citations while ensuring complete
information is available in the reference list. For anonymous works, the title serves as the
primary identifier in both locations, making the source easily traceable.

Common Challenges and Best Practices

One of the most common challenges when citing anonymous authors is determining what
constitutes the "title" to be used in place of the author's name, especially for very long or
complex titles. In such cases, Chicago style generally recommends using the shortest
version of the title that will clearly identify the work. Another challenge can arise with
religious texts or classical works, which often have established conventions for citation that
may differ slightly from general anonymous rules.

When encountering doubt about how to cite a particular anonymous source, always refer to
the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. It provides the most authoritative
guidance. If an organization is the publisher and also the author, list the organization. When
in doubt about whether a work is truly anonymous or if an author’s name is simply
obscured, conduct a thorough search. Sometimes, copyright pages, cover sheets, or other
parts of a publication might reveal the author, even if they are not prominently displayed.

Key Best Practices:

Always prioritize discoverability for your reader.

Use the full title in the first footnote/endnote or bibliography entry.



Use a shortened title for subsequent citations.

Alphabetize bibliography/reference list entries by the first significant word of the
title.

When an organization is responsible, use the organization's name as the author.

Consult the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive answers.

Verify if a source is truly anonymous before proceeding with its citation.

Adhering to these guidelines ensures that your citations are not only compliant with
Chicago style but also serve their fundamental purpose: to credit your sources accurately
and enable your readers to find them. Consistent and correct citation practices are
hallmarks of scholarly research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary method for citing anonymous
books in Chicago style footnotes?
A: In Chicago style footnotes, when citing an anonymous book, you will use the full title of
the book, italicized, in place of the author's name, followed by the publication information
and page number if applicable.

Q: How should anonymous articles be treated in the
Chicago style bibliography?
A: For anonymous articles in the Chicago style bibliography, the entry begins with the
article title in quotation marks, followed by the periodical title (italicized), and then the
publication details including volume, issue, date, and page range. The entry is alphabetized
by the first significant word of the article title.

Q: What if a website clearly states it's published by an
organization but no individual author is listed for a
particular page?
A: If a website page or article is published by an organization and lacks an individual
author, the organization's name should be used as the author in your citation, much like
citing a corporate author for a book.



Q: Can I use the word "Anonymous" as an author in
Chicago style citations?
A: Chicago style generally advises against using the word "Anonymous" as an author.
Instead, it recommends using a significant portion of the title of the work to stand in for the
author's name, ensuring better discoverability.

Q: How do I handle very long titles when citing
anonymous works in Chicago style?
A: For very long or complex titles of anonymous works, Chicago style suggests using the
shortest version of the title that clearly identifies the work for both footnote/endnote and in-
text citations.

Q: Is the process different for citing anonymous works
in the author-date system versus the notes-
bibliography system in Chicago style?
A: While the placement of information differs (in-text parentheticals vs.
footnotes/endnotes), the core principle of substituting the author's name with a relevant
part of the title remains consistent for anonymous works in both Chicago style systems.

Q: What is the rule for alphabetizing anonymous works
in a bibliography or reference list?
A: Anonymous works are alphabetized based on the first significant word of their title.
Articles like "A," "An," and "The" at the beginning of a title are ignored for alphabetization
purposes.
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